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5Thanks
This is the second volume produced with the fabulous support of Col Hutchinson and Bob Gartland. Col and 
Bob have been amazing for not only financing this publication, but also promoting it, and it is due to their efforts 
that this series is beginning to earn a favourable reputation. As stated in the previous volume, without their 
support this series would not have progressed beyond the first stage, so I remain extremely grateful. My friend 
Peter Weeda has once again given generously of his time to undertake the massive task of typesetting a difficult 
project, and this text would definitely not be here without his tireless patience and support. 
MCC librarian and historian Trevor Ruddell continues to offer wise counsel and our conversations about this 
period of football have considerably enriched my understanding of the code. Once again, this volume would 
have been much impoverished without the input of Trevor’s expertise. Gregor McCaskie continues to offer 
access to the archives of the Essendon FC and updates about that club’s nineteenth century record. I have also 
been fortunate enough in recent times to correspond with fine historians of the game, including Col Hutchinson, 
Michael Roberts, Russell Holmesby, and Murray Bird. They have generously shared their knowledge and sources. 
I also want to thank Rick Milne as always because he has shared rare historical objects and documents, and has 
been incredibly supportive right from the start of this project. Carlton’s Blueseum website continues to set the 
highest standards in club histories, as does Michael Roberts’ Collingwood website. I have learned much from 
consulting such sites. Damien Green and the Baird brothers at Richmond Antiques in Tasmania have also been 
very helpful. Thanks also to Max Williamson and Ben Goller at Moss Green. Robert Pascoe has been a steadfast 
colleague and has assisted me in many ways. I remain grateful to my partner Sharon Muir who has been nothing 
other than amazingly supportive and has endured my footy obsession for many years.
Finally, thanks to everyone who purchased volume one and two of this series and wrote me offering their 
encouragement for the project — your support is very much appreciated. With Bob and Col’s input publishing 
the rest of this series is now well within reach and we anticipate having the last two volumes released together 
some time in 2016. I thank everyone for their patience and hope you enjoy this volume. If you wish to secure 
volume one and/or two, and be placed on a mailing list for volumes four and five, please contact me at 
m.pennings@qut.edu.au, or Col Hutchinson at Col.Hutchinson@afl.com.au
Hopefully, this volume will continue the process of filling in the ‘missing years’ of the formative stages in 
football’s evolution. Those who love football form a great community that has contributed much to the cultural 
history of Melbourne, Victoria and Australia over the last 150 years, and I am proud to be a part of it.
Mark Pennings
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9This is the third volume in a five-volume series of books that have been written to provide a complete account 
of football’s pre-VFL history in Victoria. This volume covers the period 1886 to 1890, and describes the expansion 
of the game during its golden period when Melbourne was one of the most affluent cities in the world. In 1877 
the Victorian Football Association was formed and soon expanded the competition to include clubs from the 
newly prosperous suburbs, and by 1887 there were fifteen clubs plus the three Ballarat clubs: Ballarat, Ballarat 
Imperial, and South Ballarat. Volume four will cover 1891-96, and volume five will contain full club and player 
records, inter-colonial statistics, and descriptions of the greatest players in the pre-VFL era. 
This period in football history has been referred to as the “missing years”, which is a very apt description. 
Although there is some knowledge about great teams like Geelong, South Melbourne, Carlton and Essendon, 
and players such as Tom Wills, H.C.A. Harrison, Jack Worrall, Peter Burns and Albert Thurgood, there have been 
scant, if any systematic studies. In the 1886-90 period the VFA became the dominant football organisation in 
Australia. The teams were still twenty players per side, but innovations such as a transition to four quarters of 
play, rather than two halves, the use of flags by goal umpires to signal goals, and the introduction of bells to 
announce the end of quarters, all shaped the modern game, and some of these conventions are still in use today. 
Yet, other issues remained problematic, such as creeping professionalism, not counting behinds towards the final 
score, and the controversial Little Mark.  
In the early 1880s Geelong football club’s great tactical innovations and attacking football culminated in its 
brilliant 1886 premiership campaign, but this style was gradually supplanted by the strength and power play 
of the South Melbourne FC in the late 1880s, despite Geelong’s meritorious 1886 premiership success. South 
Melbourne became the dominant club in the late 1880s because it recruited some of the greatest players of the 
era (especially from the Ballarat area). In addition, its determination to defeat Geelong led to an increasing 
professionalisation of the sport, and the club was reputed to be circumventing football’s amateur values, which 
were so determinedly advocated by VFA secretary T.S. Marshall. Clubs’ financial resources were largely derived 
from gate takings, so the most successful clubs were those that could attract the biggest crowds, and those clubs: 
mainly South Melbourne, Geelong, Carlton, and Essendon were earning as much as ten times what poorer 
clubs such as St Kilda, Richmond, Footscray, and Williamstown could make. This was somewhat alleviated by 
the distribution of gate takings amongst all VFA clubs, but the wealthier clubs, who were the most consistent 
premiership contenders, chose to play each other as many times as possible in a season to enhance their financial 
positions. They would also generally only play the poorer clubs at the start of the season when they needed early 
season match practice in preparation for big games against other powerful clubs. This soon led to a situation in 
which the VFA became internally and intangibly organised into two ‘divisions’ — the top echelon included the 
wealthy clubs and others that were connected to them through esteem and professional and personal ties, such 
Introduction
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as Melbourne and Fitzroy. The leading clubs of the second tier were Port Melbourne and North Melbourne, and 
the others were Footscray, Williamstown, and Richmond. A club like St Kilda was not particularly affluent, but 
its administrators shared many of the values of the wealthier clubs. It was the difference between the ‘haves’ 
and the ‘have nots’ — with one set of clubs that continued to build powerful financial enterprises as opposed 
to others who were just fighting to survive — that lay at the heart of the eventual succession of wealthier clubs 
that formed the Victorian Football League in late 1896.
In time, most of the most powerful clubs played a double game and paid lip service to the amateur values 
of the game while secretly undermining them. Good players generally earned about £2 a match, the very best 
players earned much more, while others were set up as hoteliers or in small businesses like tobacco shops. At 
the very least all clubs were playing travelling expenses and health insurance for their most valued players, and 
many other clubs used their business connections to secure employment for players they were keen to recruit. 
The very best players didn’t have to ‘work’ at all. Players responded to this system by ‘shopping’ themselves 
around to the club that would give them the best deal. That club often turned out to be South Melbourne. 
Although the game had grown into a properly mass spectator sport by the late 1880s the VFA encouraged a 
series of club rationalisations in a competition that had grown to eighteen clubs by 1887. So, by 1889 South 
Williamstown, Prahran and University had all dropped out of the VFA and the remaining senior clubs settled into 
a premiership competition in which only matches between senior clubs could participate. By 1889 there were 
twelve clubs: Carlton, Essendon, Fitzroy, Footscray, Geelong, Melbourne, North Melbourne, Port Melbourne, 
Richmond, South Melbourne, St Kilda, and Williamstown.
 
Explanations
The nineteenth century was a heavy print culture, so newspapers and journals were numerous. Football was 
always a popular sport so most daily, weekly and sports newspapers gave it plenty of coverage. Some of this 
coverage was repetitious, because for example The Argus owned the weekly The Australasian, The Leader was 
The Age’s weekly, and The Herald owned The Sportsman. In some years football reports were also syndicated 
to local newspapers, so some reports are duplicated, or are edited versions of reports from other newspapers. 
Occasionally, local papers had their own reporters who attended games and these reports are often very detailed. 
It was difficult to gather accurate statistics because reports of matches during this period often present 
contradictory information about goal kickers and scores. One of the problems associated with final scores 
relates to behinds. Not all journalists took these seriously and it was not unusual to have articles that reported 
three, or even four different behinds’ tallies. Further inconsistencies arose when club secretaries exaggerated 
behind tallies to present a better view of a team’s performance, especially if their club lost. In most cases I have 
attributed a behinds total according to a preponderance of reports. If four reports said five behinds, and two 
eight behinds, then I selected the former account. Exceptions were made when a reporter’s story was clearly an 
informed eyewitness account. 
Similar problems were encountered when reports of goal kickers varied. To resolve such anomalies I checked 
goal-kicking figures provided in end of season reviews, especially the Footballer (1875-1881), the Australasian 
(1877-96) and The Sportsman (1884-96). I also used information from clubs’ Annual General Meetings when 
these provided end of season goal kicking figures. When this information was not available I used the most 
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consistent report of goal kickers in the newspapers, or trusted my own calculations. Brothers presented particular 
difficulties (i.e. the Todd brothers at Hotham in the 1880s), but I found as a general rule that the better performing 
or more experienced brother was not generally preceded by a Christian initial (as it was assumed the reader 
knew who was being referred to), whereas his younger brother, or the unexceptional player (an unrelated player 
with the same surname) would be reported with a Christian initial. 
Best players were also determined by a “preponderance” method. The Australasian and Sportsman provided 
the most detailed accounts of football matches and were consulted first. I would develop a list of five or six 
players from these reports, and would note best on ground performances. When consulting other newspapers I 
would check their list of best players against the list I had already made. If the report named one or two players 
as the best in the game and these did not appear in The Australasian or The Sportsman I would remove players 
four, five or six and replace with those mentioned in the other reports. If an alternative report made mention of 
an exceptional game from a player, but I had another player listed as best on ground, I placed the new player in 
position two amongst the best players. Sometimes newspapers claimed two different best on ground players, and 
in this case, I would go with the general accolade, or when these could not be supported I would give players 
equal billing as best on the ground.
I did not find any official reference to a “Champion of the Colony” because this award did not exist. What 
I have done instead is to adopt a “Champion(s) of the Colony” scenario and have noted when news reports 
made claims about the season’s best player. I should add that my list of the best players of the 19th Century that 
will appear in volume five is a subjective account, although it is informed by considerable research in the area. 
Sources for this list were derived from 19th century press reports that conveyed admiration for certain players and 
the recollections of those who played at the time (often reported in the 20th century). 
The ‘ladders’ I include in volume three were developed from my research of weekly matches and by 
consulting end of season tables provided by newspapers such as the Australasian, (which began listing team 
rankings in the 1870s), Sportsman, The Argus, and the journal Footballer. Even the advent of the Victorian 
Football Association in 1877 did not lead to the publication of official ladders for some time, and it was only in 
1887 that VFA secretary T.S. Marshall produced his first ladder based on four points for a win and a percentage 
system that the VFA officially adopted in the 1888 season. 
A major difficulty arose when counting results exclusively between senior clubs in end of season tables. 
From 1885 to 1888 I have included only results between senior and Ballarat clubs, and from 1889 only senior 
results, as the VFA deemed these to be official contests for the premiership. The VFA recognised Ballarat teams 
in the VFA premiership in 1887 and 1888 (under certain conditions). I added 1885 and 1886 because all three 
Ballarat clubs were members of the VFA at this time and most reports credited metropolitan senior goal kickers 
in matches against Ballarat clubs in end of season tallies. This is also the general guide for my allocation of 
goal kicking figures. From 1885 only goals kicked in senior and Ballarat matches are accepted, and from 1889 
only goals secured in senior contests are recorded. At times, I provide an additional figure (in brackets) to 
acknowledge goal-kicking figures that exist in earlier histories of the period and generally refer to goals in all 
matches, including practice matches at times. 
In relation to games played I recorded all players named in squads and match reports from 1886 to 1890. 
Due to the paucity of data about games played I did not provide any games’ tallies in volume two (although 
I have figures from the entire period, and these will appear in volume five). However, in volume three I have 
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included the results of games played between 1886 and 1890. The record from 1889 and 1896 is very good 
because the Melbourne Herald (and other newspapers) began to publish starting - as opposed to selected - 20s. 
The best record of this period belongs to Geelong due to the comprehensive reporting of this club’s matches by 
the Geelong Advertiser, Geelong Times and Geelong Evening News, as well as the detailed research of historian 
Col Hutchinson. The record is quite fragmentary between 1886 and 1888 so I included figures for games played 
and when players were named in squads. Single figures in brackets after the player’s name indicates that their 
record is complete for a particular season, but a figure such as (11-15) means that there is evidence that the 
player definitely played 11 games, and was also included in four squads. So he may have played as many as 15 
games in that particular season. Not all starting 20s were reported, so actual match reports were also consulted 
to discover who had played on a particular day. The system I have employed counts players named in squads 
as having played when the number of players named in match reports, and those named in squads added up to 
twenty men, or less than twenty. This system of attributing games accepts that some players named in squads 
did not actually play on the day they were named, but I considered that it was likely that on most occasions 
they probably did play, and many more named in squads would have played than not. This is an imperfect 
process, but I thought it was important to establish a set of statistics that others might build on in the future. Col 
Hutchinson and I will have the raw data about these starting twenties, and we can be contacted if researchers 
have specific inquiries about my attributions. Finally, players would sometimes adopt pseudonyms (especially 
club secretaries and old players who played to make up the numbers on occasion). The system I employed 
(in the period 1877-1888) also counted players named in squads as having played when the number of players 
named in match reports, and those named in squads added up to twenty men, or less than twenty. This method 
of attributing games accepts that some players named in squads did not actually play on the day they were 
named, but I considered that it was likely that on most occasions they probably did play, and many more named 
in squads would have played than not. Moreover, despite the flaws in this process, I thought it was important 
to establish a set of statistics that others might build upon in future. To facilitate this, Col Hutchinson (Col.
Hutchinson@afl.com.au) and I will have the raw data about these starting twenties, and we can be contacted if 
researchers have specific inquiries about my attributions. 
This research is an on-going process and I am continually updating the material at hand. I am consulting 
as many sources as possible to provide the most accurate account of the game at this time, but despite my 
best efforts, I know there are errors in this book. I would very much welcome corrections or additions to the 
information I have already acquired and can be contacted at Queensland University of Technology: m.pennings@
qut.edu.au
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The VFA was on an expansionist path and almost doubled the number of clubs when it admitted Port Melbourne 
and Footscray on March 13, St Kilda and Prahran on March 27, and South Williamstown on April 1. Football clubs 
had been playing in Port Melbourne from at least the early 1870s, and junior club Sandridge was the forerunner 
of the senior version. The third club to represent St Kilda was formed in 1885 and this district had a venerable 
football past having fielded teams from the late 1850s. Prahran was a combination of three local junior clubs: 
South Yarra, Hawksburn and Southern Cross. Footscray traced its history back to local juniors Prince Imperial, 
and were required to secure 80 members and have an enclosed ground before being admitted to the Association. 
South Williamstown had a more difficult birth as it was a breakaway cohort from the older Williamstown club. 
The latter’s 1885 vice-captain W.H. “Barkley” Jones started the ball rolling when at Williamstown’s AGM in late 
March he challenged the management style of the club’s secretary. Jones was howled down and it was evident 
that the club was rent with factions and irresolvable differences, which also extended to local political rivalries. 
South Williamstown was formed shortly thereafter with Jones at the helm of many players from Williamstown 
Juniors. The enmity between the two Williamstown teams was such that they never played each other in the VFA.
The admission of five new clubs was a dramatic move and the VFA instigated a number of other initiatives 
that would shape the game over the next decade. The first of these was the introduction of four 25-minute 
quarters. In addition, a bell was to be rung at 3.00pm notifying sides to be ready to play at 3.10pm, and those 
that failed to comply were to be fined. Two timekeepers (one from each club) were responsible for ringing a 
bell to signal the end of each quarter. The practice of waving two flags for a goal and one for a behind was used 
later in the year. This was adopted after Essendon secretary J. Graham saw the practice when his club toured 
Tasmania in June. He highly recommended the convention and it was soon adopted by the VFA. There was also 
talk of having boundary umpires, but for the time being, no action was taken. Central umpires were also using 
whistles by the end of the season. 
In rule changes, a player who pushed an opponent within five or six yards of the ball (except when running) 
would be penalised, and a free kick was awarded against a player who deliberately put the ball out of bounds. 
The VFA’s continued support for the ‘little mark’ was demonstrated when the legal distance between legal marks 
was reduced from six to two yards. Originally, the VFA had increased the legal distance of the little mark because 
it had virtually become an excuse for sly throwing, but the six-yard rule caused some confusion and players failed 
to adapt to the longer distance. Rather than risk finding a teammate at this extended distance players tended 
to hold onto the ball for longer periods. They were invariably caught and brought to ground, which increased 
scrimmages and congestion in the game. Despite this concession, the little mark remained an intractable problem 
as umpires struggled to identify legal marks. One ex-player recalled ‘there was no law regarding kicking the ball 
ten yards before a mark was allowed. The rule was that as long as the ball touched the foot and was thrown 
1886
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with a swing of the leg all in one yard it was given as a mark’ (Sporting Globe, 2/7/1927). In other initiatives, 
gutta-percha could be used on the soles of boots but not nails or iron plates. Permit rules were also tightened to 
prevent players from returning to their original club if cleared to another during the same season. After a number 
of years Inter-colonial delegates met to re-new contacts and contests, and the VFA announced it would try to 
negotiate a better financial deal with cricket clubs to secure more revenue for football clubs that shared grounds.
In response to undercover payments to players the VFA confirmed a strict prohibition against professionalism, 
and any player found guilty of accepting money was to be banned from the game for twelve months. At the 
end of the season, The Argus also argued that the inclusion of new clubs would help dampen the drive towards 
professionalism. It was reported, ‘The large profits in the way of gate money formally monopolized by a few 
clubs have been distributed over a larger area, and there has not been so much inducement to foster a race 
of professional footballers as there was a year or two since, when the clubs hardly knew how to spend their 
money’ (The Argus, 4/10/1886). This law however had little effect on clubs’ recruiting practices, especially South 
Melbourne. 
For the 1885 premiers, the future looked bright indeed. South Melbourne was booming, and forty-three 
streets were added to the suburb during 1884-85. This drew in a large population that boosted financial support 
for the local club. South Melbourne’s chances of winning back-to-back premierships however were somewhat 
hampered by Port Melbourne’s emergence on the scene. Champion Billy Hanneysee left to captain the new unit 
and was accompanied by other native Portonians, including “Dabber” Decis, Pat Harper and Fred McKnight. 
These were all fine players and would not be easily replaced. Respected follower George McKenzie returned 
to Ballarat, and although Geelong and Carlton tried to entice him back to the VFA on more than one occasion, 
he remained in the golden city. Dick Wood also left to captain Footscray. However, South welcomed back 
old goal sneak Bob Roy from South Australian club Port Adelaide. Another player from Port Adelaide, Bill 
Bushby, was a recruiting sensation late in the season when he was enlisted to stop Dave Hickinbotham in the 
premiership defining contest with Geelong. Port Adelaide also provided Harry Smith, and indeed, South had a 
fruitful relationship with Port Adelaide in the 1880s. Ex-local player Jack Sandilands coached there in 1880, and 
numerous players, including Brooks, Fraser, Kellett, McKnight, Slatter, Watsford and Waine joined Port at various 
times. Other new players included Wally McKechnie a follower from South juniors who would later find fame 
with Carlton. South also continued to plunder the best of Ballarat’s football talent pool when brilliant rover Harry 
Purdy, and one of the century’s great half forwards, “Dinnie” McKay joined the red and white. With players 
like Peter Burns, “Sonny” Elms and Jim Young in the team the southerners were a formidable outfit, but was it 
enough to help the club go back-to-back?
There were moves afoot at Geelong. The new grandstand at Corio Oval was officially opened on April 17. 
It cost sixpence to get into the ground and another sixpence to enter the stand. The club wanted to foster local 
junior clubs and promised to bring those teams with them when travelling to Melbourne. Geelong also claimed 
that it would present trophies to the Geelong Seconds and junior clubs. The Pivots made a very wise decision 
when Dave Hickinbotham was appointed captain. Hickinbotham had a high-pitched voice that caused some 
amusement, but he was a great centreman and a master tactician. He led Geelong with great distinction and 
demanded strict adherence to training after a slight dropping off in that area in 1885. The question was whether 
he could turn the club around after losing so many good players in 1885. His task was made easier when Phil 
McShane and Jim Julien returned from Essendon and Phil’s brother John returned from South Melbourne. Reg 
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Morrison came back from England and the handy Sam Boyd joined from North Geelong. Harry Steedman also 
briefly returned after illness. 
Sam Bloomfield was appointed Carlton’s new captain and Jack Baker dropped back to deputy. The Blues 
picked up “Dolly” Batters from juniors Southern Cross and “Dolf” Berry from Ballarat, Tom McCracken (Hotham) 
and Bendigo’s “Curly” Sharp also joined. All became solid contributors. Essendon lost two valuable players when 
goal kicking ace Phil McShane and Jim Julien returned to Geelong. Follower David Clydesdale was recruited 
from Carlton, “Sonny” Coleman from Fitzroy, Jack Morris from Hotham and Percy Stubbs from Melbourne. 
Essendon had a huge list to choose from but were less able to secure the quality recruits of previous seasons. The 
departure of secretary Alex McCracken meant that the Dons now failed to attract the big recruits. It did however 
benefit from the economic depression in South Australia, which forced a number of players to Victoria (just as 
the recession in Victoria in the late 1870s had encouraged top players from that colony to move to Norwood FC 
in South Australia). Essendon garnered old boy “Gobbo” Cairns, from Port Adelaide, and he was accompanied 
by team mate Tommy Kirkpatrick and South Adelaide’s John “Joker” Hall. They were all likely promised some 
form of employment. 
In late August 1885 the VFA ordered Hotham to change its jersey for the 1886 season. Hotham’s blue 
and white horizontal striped jersey had long clashed with Geelong’s, and when the teams met one usually 
wore a distinguishing sash. Hotham also employed footballer and architect Harry Lording to design its new 
pavilion on the Hotham Recreation Reserve, but there was still no scoreboard at the ground. The northerners 
best pick-ups were Eddie Fox (later a long serving Melbourne captain) from local juniors North Park. “Stacks” 
Wallace and Eddie Williams were also useful recruits.  Port Melbourne welcomed some fine players from South 
Melbourne as well as John Sharp from Bendigo. The temperamental Billy Carroll moved to Richmond in late 
June after a disagreement with the Melbourne committee. At the start of the year, Melbourne picked up R. Aitken 
from Carlton and George Hallett from Port Adelaide. Albert Coulson, Brayshay and Champion left the Reds to 
represent University, although the students missed out on Stuart Angwin who went to Tasmania. New club St 
Kilda named over sixty players during the season, which suggested that it was busily seeking the right players 
for senior competition. Prahran relied on local juniors to fill their ranks, and South Williamstown’s prize recruit 
was “Barkley” Jones from Williamstown. Williamstown was not a happy club and didn’t even have the money 
to provide adequate seating for its lady supporters. Not surprisingly, it strongly backed the VFA’s stance against 
professionalism.
In the opening matches on May 1 Geelong gave new boys Prahran a football lesson when it won by nine 
goals at the Corio Oval. Leading goal kicker Phil McShane celebrated his return to the Pivots with four goals, 
and “Jumbo” Kerley also collected four. With captain Dave Hickinbotham leading from the front the Geelongites 
looked forward to a big year, and their awesome performance was an ominous sign for other contenders. 
Essendon, the 1885 runners-up had little difficulty against Richmond at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Charles Pearson starred, while new man “Bolivar” Powell did well for Richmond. Carlton, with Billy Strickland 
in great touch, had to work like the devil to defeat University. Williamstown obtained its first ever win over 
visitors Fitzroy. “Tottie” Fitzpatrick was the home side’s best as was Jack Worrall for Fitzroy. Hotham, looking 
‘strapping’ in their new vertical pale blue and white striped uniform, defeated Melbourne (now referred to as 
the ‘Fuchsias’) at the MCG. Hotham always had the game well in hand, despite a last quarter comeback from 
Melbourne. Melbourne’s Jim Kelly was best on the ground in a losing performance while Joe Tankard and Dick 
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Houston did well for the winners. In other matches, Footscray collected its first win in the VFA when it beat 
fellow new comers St Kilda, and Port Melbourne was surprised by determined visitors South Williamstown and 
had to settle for a three-all draw.
On May 8 Geelong delivered another efficient performance at Melbourne University. Kerley was best in 
the six-two win over the students. South Melbourne started its senior campaign with a fine home win over a 
desperate Port Melbourne. There was never any love lost between these clubs, and despite the fact that Port 
always lifted for the derby it only recorded one win against the red and white in the nineteen times they met 
in the VFA. Peter Burns and Billy Hanneysee were best for the respective sides. Williamstown followed up its 
Fitzroy triumph with a classy win over Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Dons never got 
going, and with Jasper Jones in goal kicking form, and strong efforts from “Ginger” Worroll, the seasiders won 
comfortably. Carlton collected its second win against Melbourne at the MCG with five goals to spare. Jack Baker 
was in vintage form. Likewise, Hotham made it two wins at Fitzroy. The blue and white’s heavyweight followers 
told in the end against their lighter opponents. In other matches, Richmond defeated Footscray and South 
Williamstown continued to impress by winning at Prahran.
On May 15 Essendon recaptured some 1885 form against Hotham at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in 
front of a healthy crowd of 9,000. The Dons grabbed a two-goal break at half time and never gave Hotham a 
sniff thereafter, and doubled its lead by the end of the game. Once again, a fine performance from Chas. Pearson 
showed that he was a very valuable member of the team. At the MCG, Melbourne made South Melbourne fight 
all the way, but the premiers still got over the line, albeit narrowly. Jimmy Young was best for South as was Billy 
Bailey for the vanquished. The Fuchsias had begun the season with three straight losses, as had University, which 
was walloped by Fitzroy. University’s poor performance was due to the absence of eight senior players who 
were required to train for the inter-collegiate boat race. Undefeated Williamstown looked forward to hosting the 
Pivots who generally struggled at the Garden’s Reserve. However, on this occasion the locals were completely 
overwhelmed as Geelong chalked up a 10.14 to 0.8 win. The victory was set up with a brilliant five-goal burst 
in the third quarter. “Jumbo” Kerley’s best on ground effort was complemented with a hat trick of goals from 
Hugh McLean and Jim Galbraith. Hickinbotham was turning the blue and white into a powerhouse and after 
this record-breaking win the Pivots had registered 25 goals in three games. Carlton also remained undefeated 
after defeating Richmond, though it didn’t have things all its own way. Port Melbourne secured its first win at 
home against St Kilda by five clear goals, and Prahran follower “Jigger” Morehouse was best on the ground in 
that club’s draw at Footscray.
In its first inter-colonial contest in five years Victoria met New South Wales at the MCG on May 22 before 
a big crowd of between 12-15,000 people. The Victorian team was photographed at half time to record the 
occasion for prosperity. The Vics were only selected from six clubs as the other teams had match commitments. 
Carlton’s Sam Bloomfield was captain and Essendon’s Ned Powell his deputy. The home side wore red, white 
and blue, while NSW wore scarlet, yellow and black. The Vics won by eight goals to three, but their northern 
foes gave a good account of themselves. Scores were level at quarter time, and it took some time before Victoria 
ground its opponents down. Hotham’s Joe Tankard put in a best on ground effort for the home colony, and ex-
Carlton champ Billy Goer was best for NSW.
In other matches on this day, Geelong continued to dominate and kicked ten goals for the second week in a 
row against Ballarat Imperial. Fitzroy and Melbourne also defeated adversaries from Ballarat. The visiting Saints 
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were the hapless victims of Williamstown’s wounded pride as the Townites slammed on eleven goals to one 
in a powerful reaction to the ten-goal mauling it had suffered at the hands of Geelong the week before. Ernest 
Warren booted six goals. The hammering was accompanied by entertaining music from the Williamstown Marine 
Band that finished off the day with a rendition of God Save the Queen. St Kilda was winless after four games and 
University was in the same boat after failing to match South Williamstown at the Wiiliamstown Cricket Ground. 
“Barkley” Jones was best and kicked two goals in the home side’s win.
In Queen’s Birthday matches Hotham played out of its skin against Geelong in a highly entertaining game at 
the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Big crowds were a regular feature of these contests, but the 13-15,000 that 
this game attracted was one of the stronger turnouts. The play was fast and furious. Geelong got off to a flyer 
with two quick goals, but by quarter time Hotham was on level terms after George Sykes cleverly landed the 
equalizing goal ‘… amid three of the heartiest cheers which have been heard on the cricket ground for some 
years past’ (Geelong Advertiser, 25/5/1886). In the second quarter there were innumerable thrills and spills, and 
after a brilliant run of play, Hotham hit the lead, which it stubbornly defended until half time. The third quarter 
continued in a similar vein. Geelong dominated possession and constantly attacked, but the Hotham defence 
held firm. In the final term Geelong kept piling on the pressure, and eventually, their great systematic play led 
to Hugh McLean’s equalizer. The Pivots dominated the rest of the game but could not find a winning goal. In 
other matches, South Melbourne defeated Ballarat Imperial, Carlton beat Ballarat by a four-goal margin, and 
Fitzroy vanquished Jack Worrall’s old club South Ballarat, while Port Melbourne won at Richmond. Williamstown 
hosted the touring New South Wales team, and attracted a record crowd of around 6,000. The Town won six-nil 
and held a banquet for the visitors after the match. The Sydney Globe later reported that the meal was cheap and 
nasty and claimed that NSW had been short-changed on receipts from the gate. The Williamstown Chronicle 
strongly denied this accusation.
On May 29 South Melbourne met rapidly improving Carlton at the MCG. A crowd of between 12-15,000 saw 
a very even game. Carlton got off to a good start on a slippery surface and made several promising forward 
approaches, but “Sonny” Elms and Jimmy Young soon acted as springboards for South’s counter attacks. Out of 
one of these Bob Roy kicked the premier’s first goal. The Blues restored parity in good time when Ballarat recruit 
Dolf Berry screw kicked their first goal. In the second quarter Carlton was again first to attack but Glasscock was 
just awry with his shot. Harry Purdy then missed a fairly easy chance for South, but shortly thereafter Carlton’s 
poor kick-off allowed T.D. O’Connor to slip in and put the red and white back in front. At half time South held a 
narrow lead. The third term was easily Carlton’s best. The Blues quickly moved en masse into their forward zone 
and Elms was caught in possession as several players pounced on him; the ball was dislodged from his hands 
and  Wilson quietly popped the ball through for Carlton’s equaliser. The Blues kept up the pressure for whom 
Mick Whelan was in great form, while Jack Baker weaved his way past several opponents to put them into the 
lead for the first time. At three quarter time South had a goal to make up, which they did in the last term when 
Andy Harper goaled from a place kick. Both sides strove hard for the winner, but in the end had to settle for a 
three-all draw.
In other matches Geelong hosted NSW and won in a canter 14-nil. The Pivots also held a dinner for the 
visitors and this time there were no complaints from NSW. Port Melbourne easily defeated Footscray and St Kilda 
obtained its first VFA win when it snuck past local rivals Prahran by a goal. Williamstown also needed a goal to 
win at Richmond. Fitzroy won by a goal against Melbourne at the Friendly Societies Ground, which unfortunately 
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did not have a scoreboard or press box. Hotham, after its brilliant performance against Geelong conceded a draw 
to easy beats University. Hotham’s woeful performance was inexcusable given that University had to play with 
emergencies because some of its best players were participating in the collegiate boat race between Ormond 
and Trinity College. At the end of May, Geelong, Carlton, South Melbourne and South Williamstown were all 
undefeated. Geelong and Carlton had won four from five games. Fitzroy and Williamstown also had four wins. 
Port Melbourne had three victories from five games and South Melbourne had three from four. At the lower end 
of the table Prahran and University were yet to win a senior match. Geelong’s Phil McShane led the goal kicking 
with eight majors.
Geelong and South Melbourne opened June with wins. Geelong kicked ten goals or more for the fourth time 
in seven matches at home to St Kilda. South had to work a bit harder to beat off a determined Williamstown, 
which received a best on ground effort from the sterling Jasper Jones. Fitzroy surprised Carlton in front of 12-
14,000 spectators. The crowd was settled behind a newly erected picket fence that surrounded the arena at the 
Fitzroy Cricket Ground, and it was needed because local larrikins the “Fitzroy Forties” were back to their best 
form on this occasion. Fitzroy won because it proved to be the more accurate side, kicking 5.6 to 4.13. The 
Roys thus inflicted the Blues’ first loss of the season. Jack Worrall was best for Fitzroy as was “Dolly” Batters for 
Carlton. The umpire used a whistle to adjudicate in accordance with a recent VFA directive. Umpire Joe Shaw 
also used a whistle at the Melbourne and Essendon game at the MCG. It was Essendon’s first game after its 
Tasmanian tour and it came back from two goals down at half time to snatch a three-all draw. Melbourne’s P.R. 
Murphy was best on the ground. Hotham secured its third draw in a row against Port Melbourne on the Hotham 
Recreation Reserve where a new pavilion was being erected. Port came back well to draw after being two goals 
down at three quarter time. Harry Todd kicked three of the locals’ four goals. Dick Houston and Billy Hanneysee 
were best for their sides. In other games South Williamstown defeated Prahran and Richmond just snuck past 
University to break a three-game losing streak.
On June 12 Carlton hoped to bounce back after the setback at Fitzroy, but had to confront the rampaging 
Pivots at the MCG. A fantastic crowd of around 13,000 people saw the Blues start smartly and after only two 
minutes Tommy Leydin had a goal on the board from 50 metres. Geelong responded with brilliant teamwork that 
nonplussed its opponents, but the Blues remained steadfast in defence. The Pivots could not break through for 
a goal despite their best efforts until Dave Hickinbotham eventually managed that task. The pace then became 
particularly lively and rapid play sent the ball from end to end as both sides indulged in plenty of hand play to 
keep possession. Just before half-time Carlton’s Freeth had a chance to restore the lead, but missed a fairly easy 
shot. This proved costly. Immediately after the recommencement Hugh McLean put the visitors into the lead. 
Urged on by the crowd the tempo of the game ratcheted up even further and ‘lines of footballers were mowed 
down every few seconds, the ridiculous spills creating roars of laughter’ (Geelong Advertiser, 14/6/1886). Carlton 
was working hard but its luck was not in as Bloomfield hit the post. Try as they might the Blues could not 
equalise before the main break. Carlton was the stronger side at the beginning of the third quarter and gave the 
Pivots a run for their money. However, after the Blues gained two quick behinds, the Geelong machine clicked 
into gear and slammed on four goals in rapid succession. This superlative effort killed off the contest. In the final 
term sides exchanged goals, and although Carlton did most of the attacking in the final minutes they were unable 
to obtain another goal. Darkness ended a game in which Geelong had defeated its rivals by a convincing eight 
goals to three. Hickinbotham led the winners with distinction in a best on ground performance, and leading goal 
kicker Phil McShane grabbed another hat trick. Jack Baker was Carlton’s best.
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“Football, A Social Sketch” 
A correspondent in 1886 presented some intriguing vignettes of people in the crowd at a match between Carlton and Melbourne: 
‘There was no lack of sympathy with the footballers among the vast assemblage. Their every movement was watched with the intensest interest. 
The opposing parties had each their own partisans. One of the reds almost got the ball into position before the goal posts, amid rapturous 
applause. A middle-aged man on my right, evidently a friend of the reds, exclaims in a voice made husky by joyful emotion, “It’s a sure goal!” But, 
alas! A giant Blue is upon the unlucky red. The former bears away the ball, not without a severe struggle. A thunder of applause comes from the 
friends of the blues. The dark ring of men round the ground becomes white as hats are lifted and waved in honour of the victory. The applause, 
however, is not always one-sided. When a red, with a sublime disregard of the physiological fact that the human skull, unlike that of the goat or 
bull, is not adapted for use as a battering-ram, by the apparent use of every part of his frame, throws down a stronger and taller blue, and forces 
him to release the ball, a unanimous shout rends the air, I have seen on such occasion a man, wearing the colours of the blues, spring to his feet, 
and raising one gloved hand, exclaim in irrepressible admiration, “Well played!” Of the popularity of football and footballers among women, there 
can be no doubt. Young, soft-hearted girls, who would not “tread upon a worm””, avow that football matches are “awfully jolly”, and seem to 
regard accidents as a necessary part of the amusement. At the contest of the reds and the blues, a great proportion of the spectators were ladies.
Place aux dames. Let me describe some of the figures I see among the crowd. Here is a middle-aged lady, whose dress and bearing 
proclaim her of gentle birth and breeding. She has a sweet, delicate, Madonna-like face. I imagine her to be a woman-—
Learned, save in gracious household ways
Not perfect; nay, but full of tender wants.
No angel, but a dearer being
What can induce this lady to sit for three hours in a keen, south wind, watching the evolutions and involutions of forty half-dressed men? The 
question is easily answered-one of the blues is her son. Quite of a different kind of womanhood is this tall, stately-looking lady, who seems just a 
little too conscious of her costly ermine cape. She has come not so much to see as to be seen, and what better opportunity can there be of being 
seen than at the contest of the reds and the blues. The ermine cape disappears into the crowd. Five young ladies sweep by-a galaxy of beauty. 
Beauty of the Jewish type, be it understood. There is not a prettier piece of colouring on the ground as than that made by these five young Jewish 
ladies, dressed in the height of fashion and furred up to the throat. They smile and bow in every direction, combining appreciation of the game 
with a due interest in the spectators. That decided-looking little Scotch woman in the black velvet gown, I can see, is taking everything au grand 
serieux, and is absorbing football information from her husband. She patronises football matches from a sense of public duty. She is a distinct 
contrast to those two stout motherly-women sitting behind her, who are forgetting the gymnasts before them in an animated discussion on the 
price of fur. Besides these sits a masculine-looking woman, evidently an authority on football, who seems to know the Christian names of all the 
players, and deals out information regarding them and the game in a high-pitched voice to her two little girls in crimson plush and her boy of 
nine, who appears to be a budding footballer. Children abound. They are of all ages, from twelve months to as many years. I fail to see the precise 
enjoyment to be gleaned from a football match by a baby boy of twelve months, but doubtless the mothers of Australia think that the physical 
education of their sons cannot begin too early. This is not the opinion of this elderly lady with the three belles in tailor made gowns, who regard 
the babies near them with an air of disgust. These belles, I imagine, are not of an athletic turn of mind. They would even have missed the contest 
of the reds and the blues were it not for the opportunity it gives them of carrying on mild flirtations with their numerous gentleman acquaintances 
on the ground. The men of the assemblage are far more single-minded in their interest in the game. Even the youthful dandies, in their spotless 
suits, with exquisite buttonholes of daphne, maidenhair fern, and violets, sometimes forget their object of being remarked and admired while 
watching a tough conflict between a red and a blue. The number of elderly men one sees is remarkable. Here is the sober married man, an old 
athlete, who comes to see how his sons and nephews bear themselves in the fray. Here is an elderly businessman, with stooping shoulders and 
white hands, who finds football a relaxation after figures. To describe so heterogeneous a crowd in detail is impossible. Wearied with the shouts 
of the spectators, the multitude of strange faces, I turned away. As I left the ground I could not help wondering whether, in the histories of a 
century hence, a sentence to this effect will not find its place: “Among the sports indulged in by our forefathers at the end of the last century was 
a favourite game to which the name of football was given. This game was played by forty bare-armed athletes, who consumed a quantity of time 
and energy in kicking a leathern ball from one end of a piece of ground to the other. Their manner of playing was so rough that broken limbs 
were an every-day occurrence, and deaths were not uncommon, notwithstanding which football long continued a sport witnessed and enjoyed 
not only by men, but by refined and cultivated women”.’ 
Daily Telegraph, June 26, 1886, p. 14
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South Melbourne defeated Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Charles Pearson and Bill Meader 
helped the Dons to a half time lead, but ultimately the red and black could not keep the southerners at bay. Bill 
Docherty played a fine game for South and kicked the winner in the final quarter. After a promising performance 
against Essendon, Melbourne finally broke through for its first win of the year against Hotham. In a tight game 
neither side goaled in the first half, but the Fuchsias were able to secure victory in the last term. Once again, P.R. 
Murphy played well for the Reds. Fitzroy had the winning touch and marched on to its sixth consecutive victory 
at Richmond. Jack Worrall continued to be Fitzroy’s best performer. St Kilda drew against South Williamstown 
where Saints rover Alf Smith was best on the ground. For the next decade Smith would be St Kilda’s most 
consistent performer. The St Kilda Cricket Ground had also been extended and a seven-foot picket fence was 
erected around the perimeter. Port Melbourne could only secure a home draw against Footscray, and University 
just missed out against visitors Williamstown as the latter got out of jail with a three-two victory.
At the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on June 19 Fitzroy finally met its match when the home side halted 
its six game winning-streak. In a tight contest South’s strong second quarter showing, when they kicked three 
goals without reply, made the difference. Geelong had to rely on superior fitness to overcome a game Essendon 
at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Although the match ended with Geelong on 8.12 to Essendon’s 4.10, 
scores were level at three quarter time. Charles Pearson was having a great year for the Dons and his best on 
ground effort was particularly meritorious given that he was opposed by players of the calibre of Bob Talbot, 
Hugh McLean, Dave Hickinbotham and “Jumbo” Kerley. Melbourne collected its second win in a row over 
Prahran (the “Two Blues”). The Prahran players were photographed at half time, and had still not won a senior 
contest. Richmond did well to draw at Hotham, despite a best on ground effort from Joe Tankard. Hotham was 
now in the doldrums and hadn’t won in six matches. Carlton got back on the track with victory at Williamstown, 
St Kilda drew with Footscray, and Port Melbourne just got over the line at University.
On June 26 the big match between undefeated teams Geelong and South Melbourne took place on the Corio 
Oval. A record crowd of around 11,000 was in attendance, and 2,000 were transported to the ground via special 
trains and steamers from Ballarat and Melbourne. According to the Geelong Advertiser, South Melbourne, who 
relied on toughness, weight and strength knew they could not match Geelong’s speed and stamina over the full 
two hours. The premiers thus instigated a simple ploy to reduce the game time when they arrived to play at 
3.30pm for a match that was meant to begin at 3.10pm. Geelong had no option but to settle for one hour and 
forty minutes of game time. South may have been tardy in arriving, but they played a great game against a side 
that was at the peak of its form. The visitors began at a rattling pace and completely outplayed Geelong with 
precise little marking, long kicking and two goals. The locals rallied somewhat after this and relied on their old 
game ‘of marking to each other at middle distances’, but were unable to pull a goal back before the first break. 
Geelong’s Sam Boyd kicked a goal very quickly after the start of the second quarter, but this reverse seemed 
to bring out the best in the premiers. South responded with great determination and completely overpowered 
Geelong with fine teamwork. Bob Roy soon kicked a third goal, but South also missed many opportunities to 
extend its lead, and thus failed to totally shut the Pivots out of the game. Despite these missed chances many 
observers believed that South had the game won when it led 3.8 to 1.5 at half time. The third quarter was a tough 
affair and neither side was able to break free for a goal. In the last term Geelong finally began to have things its 
own way. It used its renowned stamina to great effect, and goals to Kearney and Phil McShane meant that the 
locals were able to force a draw. This was achieved despite South’s strategy of kicking the ball out of bounds 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   20 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1886
21
to waste time. The final score was Geelong 3.6 South 3.13. Matt Minchin was absolutely superb for South in a 
best a field performance, while rover John “Shacko” McShane was best for the Pivots. South Melbourne was the 
better side on the day but was happy enough to hold the season’s form team to a draw. South looked forward 
with confidence to the re-match at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground later in the year.
As Geelong’s thrashing of the seaside club demonstrated, Williamstown’s famous home ground advantage 
was out of order in 1886 and it lost again to visitors Melbourne (which now had three wins on the trot). Rover 
Billy Carroll however was in dispute with the club and expressed a desire to go to Geelong. In the end, he went 
to Richmond. South Australian premiers South Adelaide played Essendon in its first stop of a Victorian tour. The 
Dons just got up by two goals to one. This game was notable because it is the first time a reference is made to 
a goal umpire waving flags to signal a goal (following the Tasmanian practice). South Adelaide did not have 
a successful tour. On the following Tuesday (June 29) it lost to Hotham. Two days later the South Australians 
lost again by three goals at Williamstown. In its final game on July 3 it lost to Geelong by a six-goal margin. In 
senior Victorian matches, the undefeated South Williamstown secured a home draw with Fitzroy. Its good record 
was due in part to the fact that the club chose to play opponents it hoped would boost its win-loss ratio. This 
situation exposed the inadequacies of a fixture system arranged by club secretaries rather than the VFA. Some 
commentators suggested that a more equitable manner of arranging fixtures, and a proper system for determining 
relative merits, was needed, and that perhaps even a points system could be instituted to record wins and draws.
At the end of June Geelong and South Melbourne were head and shoulders above the rest of the competition, 
and with South Williamstown, remained the only undefeated teams. Fitzroy and Port Melbourne (who were the 
most impressive of the new teams) were in the next echelon of achievement, and Carlton and Williamstown 
were just behind them. At the lower end of the results list, Prahran and University were yet to record a victory 
in the VFA. Phil McShane still led the goal-kicking field with 17 goals and was way ahead of his nearest rivals — 
teammates Hugh McLean and Jack Kerley.
The first matches in July saw South Melbourne jump locals Richmond in the first half of their match and 
thereafter protected its advantage to secure victory. Richmond tried hard but was embroiled in a player revolt 
after the committee moved against three team members who had ‘played up’ at South Ballarat the week before. 
To add insult to injury, South’s Peter Burns decided not to play because he wanted to save himself for more 
important games. Tom Bushell kicked a hat trick of goals for South and Jimmy Young was the best performer. 
Carlton, with followers Jack Baker and Sam Bloomfield in excellent form, had no trouble putting St Kilda out of 
business by a whopping seven-goal margin. Essendon beat Fitzroy at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground after 
getting on top in the second half. Fitzroy’s Jack Worrall was the pick of the forty players and Charles Pearson 
was Essendon’s best. Hotham finally broke a six-game drought by securing a home victory over Williamstown. 
“Dutchy” Peters was best for Hotham as was “Ginger” Worroll for the visitors. Port Melbourne ended Melbourne’s 
run of four consecutive undefeated games. Amazingly, South Williamstown remained undefeated after beating 
Footscray one-nil. Dick “Bloomer” Salt scored the only goal of the game in the first quarter.
South Williamstown’s undefeated run lasted until July 10 when it played Richmond. The latter showed 
renewed club spirit and registered a three-one victory. South Melbourne continued on its winning way by 
defeating the Saints (who could only muster 19 men). Geelong was touring Adelaide where it impressed all 
and sundry with some brilliant play. When Port Melbourne defeated Williamstown (who arrived to play via 
a steamer) on the Port Melbourne Cricket Ground they stretched their unbeaten run to nine games and were 
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amongst the top four teams. Carlton’s supporters were entertained by their club’s eleven goal haul against 
Hotham at the MCG. The Blues had kicked twenty goals in two games, and their score of 11.20 against Hotham 
was its highest score against that club in the VFA. Jack Baker was best on the ground for the winners. Like 
Melbourne’s Billy Carroll, Hotham’s George Sykes and Essendon’s Harry Wilson also wanted to join Geelong, 
but the Pivots rejected their advances. In other matches, Essendon easily overcame University and Fitzroy had 
little trouble defeating Footscray.
Carlton made it five wins in a row when it defeated Essendon at the MCG on July 17. Using the breeze to 
good advantage the Blues won out 5.19 to 3.7 after scores were level at three quarter time. Before the game 
Essendon’s Ned “Snowy” Powell resigned as captain and was replaced by Bill Fleming. It was also Pearson’s 
last 1886 game for Essendon before departing on his regular sojourn to a pastoral property in Queensland. The 
Dons’ Bill Meader was best on the ground. Jack Baker and Tommy Leydin were best for the winners. Hotham, 
led by a great game from Joe Tankard, was much too good for Fitzroy. South Melbourne had a lazy six-two win 
over University, and St Kilda gained a rare home victory over Richmond. Williamstown held off Footscray for a 
narrow win in the first of many intense local derbies between these two.
The following week saw South Melbourne win its game in quick time against Hotham at the South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. The premiers held a four-goal advantage at the main break and retained this lead to 
record another victory. Jim Young was best for South as was George Sykes for Hotham. The South Melbourne 
Cricket Ground was under improvement as a picket fence was erected and a bank was built to accommodate 
standing room for 1,000 people. After returning from Adelaide, Geelong defeated Footscray. Carlton won its 
sixth consecutive match when it overcame University with another nine-goal haul. Jack Baker collected another 
best on ground performance. In other games, Essendon finally ended Port Melbourne’s marvellous ten game 
undefeated run. In a tough game the Dons had another best on ground effort from Bill Meader to thank for its 
victory. Billy Hanneysee was best for the Portonians. Fitzroy and Williamstown drew, as did Prahran and South 
Williamstown. Prahran protested that one of its goals was mistakenly counted as a behind, but this complaint 
was dismissed by the VFA. Richmond secured a sterling win over visitors Melbourne.
Geelong’s awesome power was again on display when it recorded a 13.16 to 2.5 victory over Ballarat. 
George Pike kicked four goals and Hugh McLean three for the Pivots. Jack Kerley and Harry Steedman were 
Geelong’s better players, as was “Dolly” Christy for Ballarat. South Melbourne hosted Melbourne, and as usual, 
the Southerners set up victory in the first half. Peter Burns was best and kicked two goals. Carlton registered its 
second eleven-goal haul of the season, and its seventh consecutive win, against Prahran. Jack Baker and Billy 
Strickland were best for the winners, and J. Madden kicked all of Prahran’s four goals. Hotham celebrated the 
opening of its new pavilion by wearing visitors Essendon down to record a narrow win. Dick Houston kicked all 
three goals for the home side and Tankard and Sykes were the victor’s better players. Richmond paid the price 
for inaccuracy when it scored 0.14 at Footscray. The home side’s J. Tiernan scored the only goal of the day and 
helped the locals to their first win in eight games. Billy Hanneysee was best in Port’s easy win at Williamstown, 
while Fitzroy defeated University. 
Undefeated South Melbourne and Geelong continued to dominate the competition. It was clear that one of 
these would be premier and the football world keenly awaited their premiership-deciding match at the South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground on September 4. Carlton was also in sparkling form and this promising side was 
scoring as heavily as the Pivots. The Blues had won ten of thirteen senior matches. Port Melbourne was also 
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thereabouts and had only lost two of fourteen games. The next echelon of teams that lay below Port included 
Fitzroy, Hotham and Williamstown. 1885 runners-up Essendon had sunk to the level of also-rans and the 
club was trying a host of players in a futile effort to halt the slide. After three months of football Prahran and 
University had yet to win a senior contest. Phil McShane led the goal-kicking list with 18 goals.
On August 7 Hotham hoped to repeat its courageous performance against Geelong on the Queen’s Birthday 
when it travelled to the Corio Oval with about 650 supporters. Hotham did indeed play well again and went to 
half time on level terms. In the third quarter however the Pivots began to get the better of the play, but only 
translated its dominance into the three goals scored during the final quarter in a 6.16 to 3.9 victory. Harry Steedman 
was back to his very best form and booted two goals. After this game the Melbourne press acknowledged that 
Geelong was a good chance to gain its seventh premiership in nine years. The Sportsman claimed that its success 
was due more to superior fitness than brilliance, and the Australasian enviously concurred: ‘The Geelong team 
owe their success in a great measure to the fine condition they are always in, although no doubt, they get greater 
facilities for practice than metropolitan teams’ (14/8/1886). Geelong’s greatest adversary, South Melbourne, had 
little trouble disposing of Richmond. Carlton’s victory over Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground 
before a big crowd of 10,000 was its eighth in a row, though it only got away from the Dons in the last quarter 
when it kicked three unanswered goals. Sam Bloomfield was the pick of the forty. Melbourne played up to best 
form and recorded a big win at Fitzroy and thus broke a three-game losing streak. Footscray won its second 
game in a row, but this only came about after successfully protesting against South Ballarat for fielding an 
ineligible player. In the local derby between St Kilda and Prahran at the St Kilda Cricket Ground the home side 
came out on top after trailing by two goals at three quarter time. The Saints brilliant final quarter comeback owed 
much to the great play of rover Alf Smith whose best afield effort was rewarded by the crowd, which gave him a 
shoulder-high ride off the ground. The only blot on the win was the behaviour of St Kilda’s Ulbrick who struck a 
smaller Prahran player. He was charged with ‘cowardly play’, but the case was not proven. Williamstown easily 
accounted for University.
On August 14 Geelong and South Melbourne won again. The Pivots defeated Richmond with six goals 
to spare, and South won by a five-goal margin at home to Footscray. Phil McShane collected a hat trick for 
Geelong as did Tom Bushell for the Southerners. Carlton made it nine wins on the trot with a home win over 
Williamstown. Melbourne inflicted Essendon’s third loss in a row; the Fushsias led all day but only got up by 
a narrow margin. Ex-Geelong man Dick Robinson played the game of the forty for the Reds. Fitzroy bounced 
back from its poor game against Melbourne to down visitors Port Melbourne. Hotham struggled all day against 
University but eventually won out 2.13 to 1.11. Tankard was Hotham’s best and the club’s pavilion now had an 
eight-day dial clock.
On August 21 the biggest crowd of the season (16,000) attended the South Melbourne Cricket Ground to 
see South Melbourne host Carlton. The Blues were given a reasonable chance given they were on a nine-game 
winning streak, and desperately needed to win to stay in the hunt for the premiership. Winning at South against 
the undefeated premiers however was not going to be an easy task, but the Blues received a boost when Peter 
Burns was unable to play. On a heavy ground both sides worked hard in the opening term but neither could 
goal. Matters were different in the second quarter when South secured a match-winning break. The locals 
attacked immediately at the beginning of this term, but Sam Bloomfield held them off. The premiers kept up the 
pressure, but Tom Bushell missed a certain goal when he took it too easily and accidentally dropped the ball 
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when only one or two metres from goal. South’s “Little” Harry Smith was tearing down the wing and sending the 
ball forward but Carlton’s defence stood firm. South however persisted with their fine team play and this finally 
paid off when Fred Graves kicked the first goal. Carlton responded with spirit but Bob Roy soon had South’s 
second goal on the board. At half time the home side led 2.6 to 0.5. South seemed to have Carlton’s measure, 
and after Jack Baker, who was brilliant all day, went close for the visitors “Dinnie” McKay made it three-nil after 
goaling from a beautiful long kick. The Blues hit back, and although “Sonny” Elms fended off one attack, Dolf 
Berry soon opened Carlton’s goal scoring account. South was taken aback by this goal and returned fire with 
three behinds and a goal to J. Minchin. The Blues faced an uphill battle but remained tenacious and Tommy 
Leydin essayed a goal just before the three quarter time bell. South led by two goals and started aggressively 
in the final term, but Crapp displayed great defensive play. Unfortunately, he could not stop Tom Bushell re-
establishing a three-goal buffer for the southerners. Carlton now played its best football of the game as Baker, 
Leydin and Mick Whelan pushed the Blues forward where Berry booted the visitors’ third goal. The Blues kept 
attacking but to no avail and South won the day by five goals to three. In one of the better matches of the year 
Carlton worked hard, but was not quite in South’s class. The Blues would do better in 1887. Geelong was now 
the only team that could stop South from gaining back-to-back premierships, but it was only to scrape a draw 
with the premiers at Corio Oval in June.
In other matches on this day Geelong had little trouble hosting Williamstown winning easily by eight goals 
to two. Phil “Shilley” McShane kicked another three goals and was putting in one of the best goal scoring efforts 
in the history of the game. Fitzroy kicked its highest score in senior matches with a return of 9.13 to St Kilda’s 
1.4 on the Fitzroy Cricket Ground. Jerry Maher was best on the ground and contributed three goals to Fitzroy’s 
total. Port Melbourne and Hotham drew, Melbourne easily defeated University six-nil, and Essendon won at 
Richmond. At the Warehouseman’s Ground Prahran finally broke through for its first senior win after a four-goal 
third quarter burst set it up to beat Footscray, 5.11 to 4.7. Billy Lockett was best for the Two Blues. Footscray’s 
day worsened when Jim O’Donnell lost his temper and struck the umpire on the cheek. Amazingly, the VFA let 
him off with a caution.
On August 28 Geelong warmed up for the big game against South Melbourne with a slashing home win 
over Fitzroy. The Pivots kicked 10.17 and restricted Fitzroy to just one goal. Jack Kerley and Bob Talbot were 
best for the home side and Phil McShane obtained his 40th goal of the season (in all matches). Essendon pushed 
the 1885 premiers all the way but the Southerners asserted their superiority over the Dons when it mattered - in 
the last quarter. In other matches, Carlton, not yet recovered from the spirited loss to South Melbourne, was 
outlasted by Melbourne. This shock result was brought about by a fine third quarter from the Fushsias when they 
worked their way to a two-goal lead. Carlton could not make up the difference in the last term, and the Fuchsias 
recorded their fourth win in a row by 6.5 to 5.8. University secured a draw at Footscray while Richmond suffered 
its fifth consecutive loss at Williamstown. South Williamstown’s 13.18 against St Kilda’s 3.5 was its biggest win, 
and greatest winning margin in the club’s brief history. For the winners, “Bloomer” Salt kicked four goals and 
“Barkley” Jones three.
At the end of August South Melbourne and Geelong continued to lead the pack. Carlton filled the other 
top place but had no hope of claiming the premiership for the top two sides were undefeated while the Blues 
had lost four matches. Port Melbourne, Fitzroy and Hotham made up the top six. Melbourne, Williamstown and 
South Williamstown were in the middle of the table and 1885 runners-up Essendon was languishing in tenth 
place. In senior matches Geelong’s Phil McShane led the field with 23 goals in senior matches. 
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The much-anticipated showdown between reigning premiers South Melbourne and challengers Geelong was 
played on September 4. After drawing at Corio Oval South believed it had the goods to gain the decisive victory 
that would give it back-to-back premierships. The South Melbourne Cricket Ground was creaking at the seams 
for it held the biggest crowd in the history of football. It was reckoned that there were 30,000+ (including at least 
2,000 fans from Geelong), and of which 28,000 had paid for admission. The day was also marked by dramatic 
incidents. The most sensational involved a criminal act that might have caused a catastrophe. It was directed at 
the train that brought the Geelong players and supporters to the ground. In the 1930s a correspondent recalled:
Two special trains were chartered to carry the team and 2,000 keen barrackers to the metropolis. 
Outside Newport a diabolical attempt was made to wreck the trains, but fortunately it was found that 
the fish plates had been removed from the rails at a part of the line where it curved, and just a few 
yards before a culvert. Had the discovery not been made, a calamity that must have resulted in heavy 
loss of life was imminent. The news spread like wildfire, and many of the party felt sick to think what 
might have been: but the men to wear the blue and white for Geelong later in the day did not seem 
to worry. 
Sporting Globe, 16/5/1936
In another dramatic twist, South Melbourne sprung a major selection surprise when it imported Port Adelaide 
champion Bill Bushby for this game. Bushby was one of South Australia’s greatest nineteenth century players. 
He played as a defender and centre man, was big and strong, and a beautiful kick. South believed he was just 
the man required to quell the great Dave Hickinbotham. Both sides furnished their best talent, and the Geelong 
team lined up as follows:
S. Boyd (Back Right Wing), F. Furnell (Centre Back), D. Kearney (Back Left Wing), F. James (Half Back Left 
Wing), P. Douglass (Centre Half Back), W. Robertson (Half Back RW), T. Mullen (Centre LW), D. Hickinbotham 
(Centre) (c), A. Morrison (Centre RW), J. Bailey (Half Forward Left Wing & change follower), H. McLean (Centre 
Half Forward), A. Boyd (Half Forward RW), J. Julien (Forward LW), P. McShane (Forward), W. Foote (GS & 
change follower),  J. Galbraith (GS & change follower), J. Kerley (Follower), H. Steedman (Follower), R. Talbot 
(Follower), J. McShane (Loose man).
In a sporting gesture both sides cheered each other before the game. Hickinbotham won the toss and Geelong 
started with the breeze. South Melbourne tested Geelong’s defence early, but as the quarter progressed Geelong 
used its pace to great effect and was the better side. South put three extra players into defence to prevent the 
Pivots from scoring the vital first goal, and the ploy succeeded, for at quarter time Geelong only had eight behinds 
to South’s one behind. The Southerners set about making the most of the breeze at the recommencement and 
attacked quickly, but the Geelong defence was resilient. The Pivots machine-like teamwork then began to count 
and the visitors displayed ‘magnificent play from one to the other in clockwork-like style’. This put enormous 
pressure on South’s defence, and despite the heroic efforts of captain “Sonny” Elms, Sam Boyd eventually kicked 
the visitor’s first goal. The goal umpire waved two red flags to signal this success. During the game the crush of 
the crowd led to the collapse of a perimeter fence, but amazingly spectators did not encroach upon the ground. 
There were also a few attempts by players to take a spectacular high mark, but The Sportsman warned ‘The 
dangerous habit of springing up for the ball out of a throng was noticeable, but it scarcely ever succeeds with a 
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catch, and is a fruitful source of injuries’ (8/9/1886). The best chance for South’s equalizer came to T.D. “Dodger” 
O’Connor when he received a free kick in front of goal, but the bell rang before he could make it count. At half 
time, the Pivots led 1.12 to 0.3. 
At the beginning of the third term Geelong’s superior team system, with slick passing at ‘a three-quarter-
kick distance’ and strong marking, began to take the game away from the locals. Although South’s defence was 
courageous, Geelong’s fine goal sneak Phil McShane booted a second goal. The enlistment of Bushby was also 
proving to be disastrous for he was having a terrible time while his opponent Hickinbotham was putting in a best 
on ground performance. Peter Burns later claimed that the weight of expectation was too much for the new man 
who suffered ‘stage fright’. Despite its misfortunes South persevered, and against the run of play, Tom Bushell 
kicked a fine goal. This gave the home side some hope in the final quarter as it had the breeze and Geelong 
only led 2.16 to 1.4. At the start of the last term South attacked with a will, but Geelong soaked up the pressure. 
The Pivots then shifted tactics and instituted a possession-oriented little marking game to keep the lead. This 
worked so well that it soon began to turn defence into attack and Phil McShane added two further goals to kill 
off the demoralized premiers. In a desperate last gamble South tried the inventive tactic of massing defenders at 
the centre of the ground and then advancing them all together into the forward zone, but this ‘flooding’ tactic 
didn’t work. Geelong then easily held off the desultory opposition offered by the locals towards the end of the 
game and secured a solid 4.19 to 1.5 victory.
The loss left South’s dreams of retaining the premiership in tatters. The local fans were heartbroken and few 
were willing to display their allegiance after the game, and ‘The most amusing thing about the whole affair is 
this. Before play commenced nearly everybody wore South’s colours, but when the local club were defeated 
not a single piece of red and white could be seen’ (The Sportsman, 8/9/1886). The winners got a rather different 
response: thousands of people lined Clarendon Street to cheer the Geelong players as they returned to Spencer 
Street in their carriages. Meanwhile, the supporters in Geelong who awaited the results via the telegraph ‘nearly 
went off their chumps’ when they received news of the victory (The Sportsman, 8/9/1886). The city of Geelong, 
always fanatical about football, went into celebratory mode and people wrote to the Geelong Advertiser urging 
that a civic reception be held for the new premiers, and that souvenirs be donated to the players. The Weekly 
Times also lauded the team’s performance and explained why Geelong had such a great team:
Geelong’s performance is enough to make us commoners stand in awe of these football prodigies … 
the superiority of the Geelong fellows lay principally in their perfectly-maintained discipline … the 
Geelong players places are kept, and kept religiously. Their system … regulating not only the position 
of the men, but the direction and force of kicking the ball. Geelong infused much less vigour into most 
of the kicks; but they were nearly always in a given direction, and frequently of equal distance. This 
rule … simply means that a player in a particular place sends the ball to the next station in advance of 
him, where one of his companions, always in his place, is ready to receive it and pass it on in similar 
style. Thus the ball is conducted from one goal to another by a series of small kicks, nearly always 
punts … [it is] when the system referred to is bracketed with the all-round excellence that the real 
strength of the team appears, and in it lies the secret of their exceptional success over teams composed 
of, perhaps, equally good players individually, but with less system and less rule in directing their 
efforts. 
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Weekly Times, 11/9/1886
The Pivots’ triumph marked the culmination of everything that made Geelong the VFA’s pre-eminent club. It was 
also one of Geelong’s finest wins and was on a par with its magnificent performance in the 1878 play-off against 
Melbourne, which secured its first premiership. In addition, the team’s quick recovery after losing fifteen of its 
most experienced players after the 1884 premiership year, was an outstanding achievement in anyone’s terms, 
and captain Dave Hickinbotham’s superb leadership skills had a great deal to do with it. It also marked the end 
of South Melbourne’s greatest run of games without defeat in the VFA. Between September 1884 and this game 
South had played forty-four games without defeat.
In other matches Hotham shocked Carlton with a fine six-three home win. Hotham got the critical break 
in the second quarter when it kicked four goals to one, and Carlton thereafter failed to make up ground. Joe 
Tankard, such a solid worker for the Hotham cause was best, as was another veteran, Blues’ captain Sam 
Bloomfield. Williamstown had little difficulty beating Essendon. Bobby Gibbs was in good form for the winners 
as was Michael “Silly” Rout for the visitors, which couldn’t get a full twenty together for this match. Fitzroy easily 
accounted for Richmond, and Footscray drew with South Williamstown after gaining a return of just one goal 
from twenty-six scoring shots. Jim O’Donnell, who had earlier been cautioned for striking an umpire was now 
reported for striking South Williamstown’s Woods, and for using offensive language. This time he was suspended 
for twelve months. Melbourne was finishing the season strongly and secured a fine victory against fourth placed 
Port Melbourne. Baird registered three goals for the winners. South Ballarat thumped Prahran by ten goals. The 
Two Blues’ cause was not helped when it was found to have an extra man on the ground at the beginning of 
the third quarter. This meant their first three goals were cancelled. St Kilda defeated University.
On September 11, Geelong emphasised its superiority over the rest of the competition by crushing Carlton 
10.16 to 2.6. The Pivot’s first quarter score was more than Carlton gained for the entire game. Phil McShane 
kicked another three goals and the promising Tom Mullen was best for the winners. The Weekly Times described 
Geelong in admiring terms: ‘At every point of the game they are strong as lions, active as kittens and cool as 
cucumbers’ (11/9/1886). In a spiteful match South Melbourne recovered sufficiently from its deflating loss to 
Geelong to secure a comfortable win at Hotham. The Southerners kicked away after an even first half. The local 
crowd was near riot as bad feeling on the field continued throughout the afternoon. Tankard was reported for 
striking South’s O’Connor, a charge that was later dismissed. South’s Will Docherty was best man on the ground. 
Fitzroy defeated Essendon for the first time and captain Jack Worrall led from the front in a best on ground effort. 
Melbourne ran over the top of Richmond in the final quarter of their contest, and Prahran shocked everyone 
when it defeated Port Melbourne. The Two Blues were two goals down at quarter time and spent the rest of the 
match clawing their way back until finally securing the winner in the last quarter. Jack Lorraine was Prahran’s 
best and “Dabber” Decis did well for Port. South Williamstown narrowly bested University, as did Williamstown 
at St Kilda.
In the penultimate set of matches, Geelong gave the ultimate display of its prowess by demolishing Essendon 
15.18 to 0.7. It was Essendon’s biggest loss in the VFA and one of the greatest winning margins in the pre-VFL 
era. Phil McShane finished off a masterful season in front of goals with four, giving him 42 goals (51, including 
inter-colonial games). It was the eighth time that Geelong had scored ten or more goals during the season, 
which was a prodigious achievement in those days. South Melbourne fought off a determined Fitzroy after the 
sides were locked in a do or die battle for most of the afternoon. Jack Worrall was the pick of the forty and Will 
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Docherty was South’s best. Carlton’s big win over Richmond returned a score of 12.18, its highest of the season. 
Jack Baker always played well against Richmond and was best on the ground, while Tommy Leydin kicked six 
goals for the Blues. Once again, Port Melbourne slipped up against St Kilda, and exacerbated its problems when 
it was found to have 21 players on the paddock half way through the third quarter. Port lost the four goals scored 
up to that time, and though it kicked three goals in the final quarter the Saints got away with the win. In other 
games visitors Hotham defeated Williamstown by a narrow margin and Prahran beat University. This left the 
students without a senior win in 1886. Meanwhile, South Williamstown managed to be beaten twice in one day. 
They were originally due to meet Footscray, but gave this fixture up when the opportunity to play Melbourne 
arose. Melbourne defeated the seasiders and then Footscray was awarded a walkover victory because South 
Williamstown did not honour its earlier commitment.
On September 25 Geelong concluded a fantastic season with victory over Melbourne in front of 5,000 
adoring supporters at Corio Oval. Alec Boyd was best for the premiers and kicked three goals. Geelong thus 
went through the season undefeated. South Melbourne also ended the year on a high note with victory at 
Williamstown. As usual, South’s second quarter made the difference. “Dinnie” McKay kicked three goals for the 
winners and Tom Bushell was best. Unfortunately, Williamstown’s Jack Kennedy ‘got his finger so badly broken 
that it had to be amputated at once’ (The Sportsman, 29/9/1886). Third placed Carlton finished the season with 
a riveting win over Fitzroy, which was led superbly by Jack Worrall. George Cook was best for the winners. Port 
Melbourne won at South Williamstown after withstanding a great come back from the home team who booted 
three unanswered goals but still fell short 4.9 to 5.16. Fred McKnight was best for the winners as was “Barkley” 
Jones for the locals. St Kilda kicked its highest score of the season with 7.11 against visitors Hotham. “Monty” 
Smith collected three for the winners. Richmond defeated University. There were two additional matches on 
October 2: Williamstown defeated Melbourne and Port Melbourne secured a record nine-goal win over Prahran. 
Billy Hanneysee was best for the Portonians and kicked three goals.
There was no doubt that the 1886 Geelong premiership team was special. The press was universal in its 
praise for a side that won twenty-four and drew three games during the season. The Sportsman claimed they 
were the best Victorian side ever seen, and had won the premiership
as a result of the most brilliant series of performances yet recorded. There can be but little doubt that 
the team have, individually and collectively, thoroughly studied and mastered the points of the game, 
and also gone into it with heart and soul, for their achievements were, in every instance, more the 
result of skill, unselfishness, and accuracy than of strength, speed, or stamina, though there was plenty 
of the latter had it been required … In all departments they are strong. In kicking they are particularly 
happy. They mark well, play up to one another, and above all, can last the whole afternoon, no matter 
how fast the game is. 
The Sportsman, 8/9/1886 
The Australasian also praised the team and described the successful style of play that Geelong had made its 
own:
The team has … reduced the game almost to a science ... [they] found no difficulty in discarding the 
“little mark” business, adopting in its stead a much more effective style of playing together, by marking 
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to one another at a distance of from 10 to 20 yards, each man getting rid of the ball as if it was the 
proverbial “hot potato”, but the chief secret of the club’s success has been the way in which the team 
has tired its opponents out at the finish, the result of condition and practice. 
Australasian, 2/10/1886
The Pivots’ attention to training was continually remarked upon by commentators, but the club also recruited the 
very best from the local district and ‘the local grammar school, amongst the scholars of which it is an ambition to 
obtain a place in the redoubtable blue-and-whites’ (Adelaide Advertiser, 10/7/1886). The town heartily celebrated 
the team’s success and the people of Geelong raised the sum of £140 to pay for a banquet and trophies for the 
players. Little did they know that it would take another forty years before the city would have the opportunity 
to laud another local premiership team.
Geelong’s 1886 premiership was also the culmination of a revolutionary style of play that set new standards 
in football. Although their success influenced the popular adoption of an open, long kicking game in the 1880s, 
Geelong’s strategy was actually based on kicking to players at ‘3/4 distance; to those who ran into undefended 
space, a style of game that was based on ‘uncontested possession’. This is why the Geelong club worked so 
hard to improve players’ physical fitness, for speed and stamina were the bedrock upon which their victories 
were built. Players needed to be able to ‘run all day’ to maximise the effectiveness of this system, and this is 
why they were also famous for strong finishes. Geelong developed the possession game, but did not exclusively 
rely on it, as it sometimes switched to a ‘little marking’ style of game when the situation demanded. This kind 
of adaptation demonstrated another strength of the great Geelong sides: their sophisticated strategic and tactical 
knowledge and planning.
South Melbourne had a good year but was unlucky to confront such a talented Geelong combination. The 
Southerners only lost one game during the season, but it cost them the premiership. In fact, South put in a 
magnificent effort, especially after losing so many fine players to Port Melbourne at the start of the year. The club 
however went on to pursue an ambitious recruiting strategy that soon ushered in the most successful period in 
its history. It was determined to succeed at whatever price and was the most ‘professional’ club. Carlton was a 
long way behind the other two, but thoroughly deserved third place, and secured its first top three finish since 
1883. It had a very promising side and the form displayed during the nine consecutive wins from June to August 
was of premiership quality. Unfortunately, the Blues lost four games straight after this purple patch, a run of outs 
that killed off their premiership aspirations.
In fourth place Port Melbourne was easily the best of the new senior clubs. It had only lost one game (to 
South Melbourne) by late July, and went ten games without defeat at one stage. Billy Hanneysee was a driving 
force and although it lost consistency towards the end of the season the club did extremely well. Hotham 
grabbed fifth spot for the second year in a row. The club started well in May, but thereafter its form was patchy. 
Hotham’s persistent problem was that it had a few top-notch performers but lacked depth. If Joe Tankard and 
Dick Houston were not performing well the side generally struggled. Fitzroy was next and won six straight games 
through late May and June, but it was generally an up and down season for the maroon and blue. Jack Worrall 
was absolutely magnificent during the 1886 season, which was arguably his best year of football. Melbourne 
made a fine recovery by finishing seventh. After losing its first five games the club won the next three, and then 
lost all games in July. From August until the end of the year it then won seven games straight, a winning run that 
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was only stopped by Geelong in the last game of the season. After Melbourne came Williamstown and Essendon. 
Essendon had a strong team on paper but failed to train sufficiently and this led to lack of concerted team play. 
New clubs filled the lower places though Richmond’s second last finish was deeply disappointing and the club 
worked hard to build the club’s strength into 1887 and 1888. Wooden spooners University failed to win a senior 
contest. Insider “Blue and Black” justified University’s poor record:
Truly students have a great many disadvantages. Our style of life renders it almost impossible that we 
should contend in strength with clubs, the players of which are mostly engaged in manual labour, and 
are, on average, two stone per man heavier than we are. Students studying throughout the week have 
not much time for practice, and on Saturday are unfit to play against clubs, the members of which make 
football part of their life’s work, and train for it with as much zeal as if their freedom depended upon 
the outcome of a certain game.1 
It has been claimed that Essendon’s Charles Pearson was the champion of the colony in 1886, but this contradicts 
reports of the time. Pearson left the colony in July, but the Australasian recognized him as one of the season’s 
best, along with Carlton’s Jack Baker who was described as the most brilliant player on the field in 1886. Other 
great players included Geelong captain Dave Hickinbotham who was described by the Australasian as ‘probably 
the Champion of the Colony’. Jack Worrall was ‘one of the best all-round men in the colony’, and Geelong’s 
Hugh McLean and Phil McShane, Hotham’s Dick Houston and South’s “Sonny” Elms were also highly regarded. 
There were many other great players in the VFA at this time. Following (ruckmen and rovers) was the dominant 
position and Geelong had three of the best with Bob Talbot, Jack Kerley and John McShane. Other top followers 
included South’s Fred Graves and Will Docherty, Carlton’s Mick Whelan, Hotham’s Joe Tankard, Port’s Billy 
Hanneysee, “Barkley” Jones from South Williamstown and Alf Smith from St Kilda. Phil McShane, the ‘prince’ of 
goal kickers broke all goal-kicking records when he scored 42 goals in premiership contests (51 in all matches). 
Hotham’s North Park claimed the Junior premiership and other strong juniors included Richmond Juniors, Elgin 
Union (from Carlton), South Melbourne Juniors, Collingwood, and Fitzroy juniors Britannia and Normanby. In 
1886 South Ballarat was the strongest side in the Western District and claimed to be the third best side in Victoria 
(after Geelong and South Melbourne).
1 The Speculum, No. 9, May, 1887, pp. 22-23.
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Abundant rain in 1887 created muddy and heavy playing surfaces during the season. This made life difficult for 
clubs that relied on pace and skill, but played into the hands of clubs like South Melbourne and Carlton. These 
teams had plenty of weight and power and were ideally suited to heavy grounds. Carlton’s 1887 success and 
South’s triple premierships that followed (as well as the decline of the lightly skilled Geelong) helped define a 
new team ideal that promoted a ‘power’ style of play. This style was dominated by muscular and heavyweight 
following divisions that could scrap hard and force the packs, and were supported by highly skilled rovers and 
flankers that could quickly move the ball upfield. Carlton in particular became a tactical leader when it moved 
away from Geelong’s uncontested possession game - with its short to medium passing that opened up play 
by kicking to uncontested players running into space, and instead employed long kicking (often in a zig zag 
configuration) up the ground to strong key position players. The Blues only used little marking when ferreting 
the ball out of packs, or when improving angles for shooting at goal. Pace and skill were still valued and scores 
continued to increase, but the style of the play was not as dependent on the fast open play that Geelong had 
popularised earlier in the decade, and by the 1890s any club that had genuine aspirations for the premiership 
needed the requisite weight and muscle in the packs and around the ground to reap the most rewards.
The VFA kept pace with a rapidly evolving game and continued to ring in the changes. With the addition of 
Ballarat, Ballarat Imperial and South Ballarat the competition was increased to eighteen clubs. These provincial 
teams had agitated for some time to be treated as equals by the VFA and were finally officially invited to join the 
premiership contest, but with a catch. They were only eligible for the premiership if they played at least eighteen 
games (these had to be against senior clubs). This was a tough condition because clubs like Geelong, South 
Melbourne and Carlton organised matches between each other to make the most of lucrative gate takings. Few 
of these clubs were willing to engage in anything other than token games, if any, with the Ballarat teams. This 
forced the latter to scramble for matches against poorer metropolitan teams. In other changes, clubs agreed to 
some rule adjustments at the VFA’s Annual General Meeting in April. Pushing in the back was now prohibited in 
all circumstances. A free kick was given if the ball went straight out of bounds from a kick-off after a behind, but 
if it was touched before reaching the boundary line it was to be bounced. The distance between goal and behind 
posts was reduced. There was also talk about providing numbers for players that could be listed on cards to 
help spectators identify them. This was tried in May when sports company Boyle & Scott printed such cards for a 
game between Carlton and Adelaide. The practice however was not continued because the players didn’t like it.
T.S. Marshall, the VFA’s secretary, suggested a points system for recording wins and draws. He originally 
suggested three points for a win and one for a draw, but this was soon changed to four points for a win and 
two for a draw. This system wasn’t adopted earlier because of the inequities in the fixtures. For instance, one 
club could play fifteen games in a season while another could play twenty-two, so it was difficult to make a fair 
1887
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comparison of performance. This problem was amplified because club officials, and not the VFA, determined 
the fixtures, and critics argued that weaker clubs would take advantage of a points system by playing lesser 
opponents so as to build up their points tallies (as Williamstown did in 1888). Despite these problems, it 
was agreed that a points system was to be adopted in 1888, but a games ratio (or percentage) would also be 
instituted. The best solution was to allow the VFA to control and design more equitable season fixtures, but the 
powerful clubs were not inclined to co-operate because they feared losing gate money.
 Indeed, the VFA was in many ways a divided competition, and this issue would be exacerbated as 
the century drew to a close. In June, at a VFA meeting, University’s delegate requested that the fixtures ensure 
that every club play each other twice because second rate clubs like University were cut out of any chance of 
playing the big clubs. This proposal was seconded by St Kilda delegate Keogh who added that gate money 
should be shared. Richmond’s secretary claimed it was impossible for him to arrange a match against the top 
two clubs, which was supported by Footscray delegate Charlie Lovett who said that the unwillingness of the big 
clubs to play the lesser lights was a ‘disgrace to the association’. Essendon delegates A.C. Walker and Graham 
responded with the counter-claim that the problem was not gate money, but too many clubs, and that the VFA 
should set about amalgamating clubs to reduce the competition to ten clubs. McAlister, the South Williamstown 
delegate said he was willing to amalgamate with Williamstown, but that ‘The big clubs liked to commence the 
season with soft matches, and therefore the second division were compelled to meet them on their grounds 
at the outset, and commence the season with almost certain defeat.’ (The Argus, 11/6/1887) This exchange of 
opinions between club delegates was defining the terrain upon which the struggle between rich and poor would 
be played out until the formation of the Victorian Football League. The rich clubs got the gate takings, which 
made them more powerful. They only wanted to play other big clubs to maximise their wealth and power, and 
the lesser clubs were only able to gain access to matches against the big clubs on the latters’ terms, and these 
powerful clubs continued to control fixtures right up until 1893. This usually meant that clubs like Footscray, St 
Kilda and South Williamstown were only given a small window of opportunity at the start of a season to meet a 
more powerful club. The truth was that the smaller clubs were considered little more than glorified junior clubs 
that provided the big clubs with some early season match practice. This was clearly an unequal arrangement, 
but was firmly entrenched throughout the 1880s. Match takings were so heavily weighted in favour of the big 
clubs that the small clubs could never hope to gain access to the formers’ network. This also meant that any new 
players of quality that were unearthed by clubs like Richmond and St Kilda would soon depart for clubs like 
South Melbourne and Carlton. For all intents and purposes there were indeed two divisions of clubs in the VFA 
at that time, and the stronger clubs had no interest in changing this situation. The top echelon included South 
Melbourne, Geelong, Carlton, Essendon, and later Collingwood. Clubs like Fitzroy, Melbourne, North Melbourne 
Port Melbourne were also thereabouts (although the last two clubs did not have the wealth or connections 
to the bigger clubs to achieve sustained success), while all other clubs existed very much in a lower tier. VFA 
secretary T.S. Marshall sought to challenge this state of affairs in the 1890s, but the formation of the VFL ended 
his influence over the behavior of the big clubs.
As premiers, Geelong faced 1887 with optimism, and on paper had the best collection of players in the 
colony. Bob Talbot replaced Dave Hickinbotham as captain and John “Jacko” McShane became the new vice 
captain. Charles Brownlow also continued to make the odd appearance for the Pivots and the club had classy 
youngsters like Jack “Carthorse” Conway, Jim Galbraith, Dan Kearney, Tom Parkin and Archie Sykes (later an 
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Essendon captain), as well as Bob Reid, the fifth brother of that family to play for Geelong. This complemented 
resident stars “Jumbo” Kerley, Hickinbotham, Jim Julien, Hugh McLean, the McShanes and Harry Steedman. 
Unfortunately, the club was now in considerable debt because of costs associated with the construction of a 
caretaker’s cottage at the Corio Oval, but its on-field prospects were bright. 
South Melbourne was moving on to bigger and better things. The football and cricket clubs spent £4,000 
improving the South Melbourne Cricket Ground, which now had a new Member’s pavilion and stand with bars, 
lounges, a smoking room, as well as a ‘retiring’ room for ladies. It was also planned to construct an additional 
stand that could accommodate 2,000 people. South hoped that the addition of Geelong’s Sam Boyd and the 
experienced Charlie Laming from Williamstown would help its premiership prospects. Local junior Alf Gibson 
and Northcote goal sneak Arthur Brown were also added to the list. As always, South had an imposing squad of 
players that included “Sonny” Elms, “Dinnie” McKay, “Diddley” Young and Peter “The Great” Burns. On the other 
side of Albert Park, Port Melbourne lost a few players to their Southern neighbours, but picked up “Curly” Sharp 
from Carlton who now joined his brother. Port also welcomed the three Richmond players who it was rumoured 
had been inebriated when playing at Ballarat the year before: Harry Layton, Tom Graham and Jack Taylor
Carlton still searched in vain for a better playing arena at Prince’s Park, but did organize the purchase of land 
from the cricket club to construct a gymnasium. The playing stocks had been improving for several years and 
now looked particularly impressive. With Tommy Leydin as the new captain and Billy Strickland as deputy, a 
changing of the guard was clearly in process. At one time it looked as if Jack Baker would leave the Blues, but 
fortunately he chose to stay. The club was active in the recruitment stakes and picked up the Coulson brothers 
from Melbourne and University, defender Harry Hems from Hotham, solid follower “Geordie” White from 
Essendon, and Wally McKechnie an excellent follower who could not get more than a game at South Melbourne. 
Another prize recruit was “Jasper” Jones, Williamstown’s vice captain. He was arguably Williamstown’s best 
player in the nineteenth century and was at the peak of his career at this time. In recent seasons the Brunswick 
district had been bountiful for the Blues and they now picked up Danny Hutchinson, while Jack Keane arrived 
from South Ballarat. Carlton had a fine bunch of recruits and looked very good indeed.
Hotham and Essendon began to recruit players from each other. Hotham picked up Josh Paris and Jack 
Morris, and Essendon secured Alf Buncle. Essendon thought it had it made when Geelong champion “Jumbo” 
Kerley announced his intention of going to them in late May, but this move did not eventuate. Hotham recruited 
Carlton veteran Frank Johnston and rover Billy Carroll. The brilliant but temperamental Carroll had represented 
Richmond and Melbourne before finding a club that finally suited him. Handy junior recruits from North Park 
were obtained and included Ernie Bean, forward Bill Christian and Jack Rushford. It had been a long time since 
the northerners had recruited so well. However, the club cut fine players Joe Tankard, “Dutchy” Peters and Eddy 
Williams from the list because of their ‘disorderly behaviour on and off the football field’ in 1886 (The Argus, 
16/5/1887). These men left for Williamstown while Harry Hems went to Carlton, and Eddie Fox, a solid defender, 
found his way to Melbourne where he would become one of its longest serving captains. 
In March, Williamstown FC suggested that South Williamstown’s lack of success indicated that an amalgamation 
with the original club was in order. It was claimed that the public was disgusted with the internal dissension 
that had caused the schism and that it was now time to rectify the problem. The motive for this noble call for 
unity had to do with Williamstown’s desire to move to the Wiiliamstown Cricket Ground. The club could charge 
admission there, but could not do so at the Garden’s Reserve (which had been used for ten years). If it could 
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merge with South Williamstown its financial problems would be solved. Williamstown then took the next step 
by offering to share the Wiiliamstown Cricket Ground with the cricket club under certain conditions, but not all 
of these were acceptable to the cricket club and negotiations broke down. Williamstown did however pick up 
some excellent recruits from Hotham in Peters, Tankard and Williams, but lost “Ginger” Worroll and Sinclair to 
Essendon, “Jasper” Jones to Carlton and Charlie Laming to South Melbourne. The Fribbs brothers also went to 
South Williamstown during the season. In other recruiting news Melbourne picked up the highly rated South 
Australian brothers A.E. King and Harold King as well as old goal sneak Billy Stiffe. Maryborough’s Ben Page 
went to Fitzroy, Essendon welcomed back wingman Stuart Angwin but lost Charles Pearson to his pastoral 
property, while ex-Geelong man “Jelly” Eldridge went to Richmond.
In the only senior match on April 30 it was “Collins Street to a Chinese orange” on Geelong against South 
Ballarat, and the Pivotonians picked up from where they left off in 1886 by slotting ten goals past the visitors. 
Geelong unearthed Tom McShane as a new goal-scoring hero and his three goals helped him become the VFA’s 
leading goal kicker in 1887. The following week Geelong punished Richmond by nine goals to one. Runner-up 
South Melbourne also had an easy eight-nil win against Ballarat. Carlton put in a powerful performance at St 
Kilda. Mick Whelan was best on the ground as the Blues chalked up nine goals from thirty-four scoring shots. 
Port Melbourne also got off to a winning start by defeating Williamstown five goals to one. Billy Hanneysee 
collected two goals, one ‘with one of his well known running kicks’ (The Footscray Chronicle, 14/5/1887). In 
other matches, the brothers Rout were in fine form in Essendon’s victory over South Williamstown, while Jack 
Worrall led the way with two goals in Fitzroy’s six-nil eclipse of Prahran. Dick Houston secured a hat trick 
and was best on the ground in Hotham’s victory over Footscray, and Melbourne beat University in a highly 
entertaining game at the Friendly Societies Ground; University’s 6.6 was its highest ever VFA score.
On May 14 a number of clubs maintained a 100 per cent record. These included Geelong who easily 
accounted for Williamstown five-nil, and Port Melbourne, which smashed St Kilda 11.14 to 4.5 to record one 
of its highest scores pre-1897. “Buck” Morton collected three goals and he would have a very good season in 
front of goals. Essendon defeated Richmond at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Harry Caldwell was in great 
form for the Dons and kicked three goals before he was shoved into the picket fence. The Argus chastised 
Richmond’s supporters for encouraging their players to manhandle the opposition. There was also some trouble 
with umpires in a couple of games. At Wesley College, Prahran matched Carlton up to half time, but neither 
side was happy with Wookey’s umpiring, mainly because he was not enforcing the new law about pushing in 
the back. The club secretaries therefore asked him to resign and Welsford took over in the second half when 
Carlton kicked four unanswered goals. “Sonny” Elms was presented with a photograph of the South Melbourne 
team before its game against South Williamstown. The red and white won, but umpire Flynn was deemed to 
have given an unsatisfactory performance and was replaced by Minchin during the game. In other matches, 
Jack Worrall was best for Fitzroy in its victory over University. At the MCG Melbourne hosted Hotham. In a 
meritorious performance the visitors won five-four after trailing at three quarter time. Turnstiles were used at the 
MCG and spectators had to place the exact change into the machine before getting into the ground. Six to eight 
thousand people followed this procedure.
On May 21 Victoria hosted Tasmania at the MCG in the first inter-colonial contest between these colonies. 
The match attracted between 13 to 15,000 attendees and the turnstile system was again employed. This time it 
wasn’t a success likely because of delays caused when spectators did not have the correct change. The game 
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was one of the finest inter-colonial contests yet played. Carlton’s Jack Baker captained the Vics and Essendon’s 
Bill Fleming was deputy. Tasmania was captained by champion Bill Cundy and had ex-Essendon players “Joker” 
Hall and Jack Martin in its ranks, as well as a number of other players who had played, and would play in 
Victoria. The Taswegians’ colours were rose, primrose and black. As most clubs had match commitments Victoria 
(represented by 19 men) was mostly constituted by players from Carlton, Essendon and Hotham. The Vics led 
marginally at quarter time, but in the second term Tasmania really hit its straps and kicked three goals without 
response to lead by two at half time. Victoria returned the favour in the third quarter and went to the final break 
leading by a goal. Tasmania was expected to fight back again, but the Vics turned the tables and added two more 
goals to win 7.15 to 4.6. Hotham’s Harry Todd and Carlton’s Mick Whelan were best for the home side and T. 
Bagley and “Bud” Williamson (later to captain South Melbourne) did well for the Apple Isle.
In senior matches on the same day South Melbourne had to fight all the way for victory at Ballarat, and just 
got over the line four-three. Five hundred fans travelled with Port Melbourne to watch them take on the premiers 
at Corio Oval, but the Ports suffered their first loss of the season as Geelong proved to be too good and won with 
four goals to spare. Jim Galbraith kicked three goals for the winners and Hughie McLean was best. Williamstown 
registered its first home win of the season against a willing Melbourne. The Town looked safe and sound when 
it held a three-goal lead at three quarter time, but the Redlegs almost pinched a draw at the last. Fitzroy had no 
trouble defeating South Williamstown by six goals. “Jockey” Pierce was best for the maroon and blue as was 
“Barkley” Jones for the home side. St Kilda suffered its third straight loss when it went down to South Ballarat.
The Queen’s Birthday matches on May 24 were much anticipated, especially the annual Hotham and Geelong 
event at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. This attracted a record crowd of 20-25,000 patrons that were treated 
to a splendid game. Hotham had changed its uniform, but Geelong opted to wear a red sash to make absolutely 
sure there would be no confusion between club guernseys. The Pivots jumped the “Hillites” and went to quarter 
time with a two-goal buffer. Hotham struck back brilliantly in the second quarter by kicking four goals to one 
and led at half time. Geelong restored parity in the third quarter and that was the way it stayed. The final score: 
Hotham 4.13 to Geelong 4.8. After three wins Geelong had been checked, but both sides remained undefeated. 
Harry Todd and Dick Houston were best for Hotham as were Bob Talbot and Jim Galbraith for the Pivots. In 
the morning Carlton made it three wins from three when it beat Richmond on the Richmond Cricket Ground. 
As was the convention, Jack Baker was best on the ground against the winless ‘Wasps’. The Ballarat clubs had 
a mixed day. South Ballarat was the first team to defeat Fitzroy in 1887 and did so by a whopping seven-goal 
margin. Their ace goal sneak Billy Moore obtained three goals. By the end of the season he could claim forty-
three goals in all matches. Ballarat narrowly overcame Melbourne on the Saxon Paddock and Williamstown drew 
with Ballarat Imperial. The great George McKenzie kicked two goals for the Imps. Port Melbourne just edged 
past Bendigo on the Back Creek CG, and University obtained a rare win over Kyneton on that town’s racecourse.
Tasmania followed its inter-colonial game with Victoria by engaging Essendon at the South Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. A crowd of 7,000 saw the sides fight out a draw after Tassie led by two goals at the main break. 
On the following Thursday (May 26) University met Tasmania and was soundly beaten six-nil. “Joker” Hall 
kicked two goals for the visitors and Bill Cundy was their best. On May 28 Tasmania travelled to Ballarat and 
defeated the locals five-four, although Ballarat came back superbly after facing a four-goal deficit at three quarter 
time. On May 30 Tasmania met the touring Adelaide FC at the MCG. 6,000 spectators saw the Tasmanians coast 
to a ten-goal win: 13.14 to 3.6. In a dashing performance Tassie scored six goals in the last quarter. The players 
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wore numbers on their left breasts but these were hard to see, and it was agreed that the back of the guernsey 
was probably a better place for them. Tasmania lost to Melbourne on June 1 although George Vautin (later an 
Essendon star) played very well for them. 
Two days earlier reigning South Australian premiers Adelaide FC played the first game of its Victorian tour 
when it met Carlton at the MCG in front of 12,000 people. Numbers were worn for the first time and Boyle 
& Scott printed cards so that spectators could differentiate the combatants. The Adelaide players gave a good 
account of themselves in the first half and led by a goal, but the Blues took charge in the second stanza to record 
a six-three victory. Albert Coulson collected a hat trick for Carlton. On Tuesday May 31 Fitzroy defeated the South 
Australians 5.7 to 2.8 and Jack Worrall kicked two goals for the maroon and blue. On June 2 Adelaide thrashed 
St Kilda 9.11 to 2.4. Two days later it did well to defeat South Ballarat, and on June 7 got its best result of the 
tour by securing a draw at Geelong. The Pivots treated their guests with great hospitality. They took the Adelaide 
players on a tour of Geelong and organized a dinner.
On May 28 Geelong recorded five games without defeat after it brushed Fitzroy aside to the tune of nine 
goals to three. Geelong blew the Roys away in the first quarter when it kicked 5.1. Tom McShane picked up 
three goals and Alf Jarrett was best on the ground. Melbourne inflicted South Williamstown’s fourth loss in a 
row at the Wiiliamstown Cricket Ground in front of paltry crowd of 300. It was Melbourne’s third consecutive 
win and it obtained its highest VFA score in a senior contest with 13.8 to 3.8. T. Dodds and ex-Ballarat Imperial 
goal sneak Billy Burns gained four goals each and had started the season in brilliant goal scoring form. Port 
Melbourne got back on track by overcoming Williamstown. In country games Hotham drew with Maryborough, 
Essendon beat Bendigo, and Footscray defeated Kyneton. Footscray received good news when the VFA reduced 
Jim O’Donnell’s 12-month ban and he was available to play again at the start of July. By the end of May quite 
a few clubs remained undefeated in metropolitan and Ballarat contests. Geelong had won five and drawn one 
game, Carlton and South Melbourne had won three from three, Port Melbourne had won three from four, and 
Melbourne and Fitzroy had three wins from five. Hotham, South Ballarat and Essendon made up the middle 
of the table, and the last four: Richmond, Prahran, St Kilda and South Williamstown had yet to win a game. 
Melbourne’s Dodds and Port’s “Buck” Morton led the goal kicking with ten goals apiece.
On June 4 South Melbourne and Fitzroy turned on a ripsnorter in front of South’s new members’ stand at the 
South Melbourne Cricket Ground. Fitzroy attacked early, but the locals countered with shots for goal by Peter 
Burns and “Diddley” Young. The Roys were irresistible however and Johnnie Worrall soon landed their first goal. 
The pace picked up in the second quarter when Tom Bushell collected South’s first goal. A behind followed 
and then the home side’s goal sneak Bob Roy hit the post. South had worked hard to get back on even terms, 
but was lucky not be trailing at the main break, for Fitzroy had a shot at goal that was going through when the 
half time bell rang. The rules stated that a goal could not be allowed in such circumstances. Incredibly the same 
thing happened at three quarter time thereby depriving the visitors of two vital goals. Fitzroy started the better 
in the third term and Worrall put them back in front after three minutes. Then led by Fred Graves and Burns 
the southerners teamed together beautifully. Fitzroy soaked up the pressure and then vigorously returned fire 
forcing South into some desperate defence. South soon returned the favour when Graves levelled the scores. In 
the final quarter South did everything to force a victory but missed ample opportunities to put the visitors away. 
The home side had the better of the final term but the match ended in a three-all draw. This had been a tough 
and exhilarating encounter and these clubs would provide a lot more of these over the ensuing decade.
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Geelong made it seven consecutive games without defeat when it beat Melbourne at the MCG. After an even 
first quarter the Pivots slowly got on top and won with three goals in hand. Hugh McLean and Bob Talbot were 
best for the winners as was Tuckfield for Melbourne. The Sportsman remarked that Geelong,
aid each other in every way, both by voice and action, and are particularly careful what they are going 
to do with the ball before kicking it, often preferring a moderate kick to a comrade in a good position 
to a long stray shot that may fall into other hands. They also make sure of getting goals instead of 
merely trying for them.
The Sportsman, 8/6/1887
Carlton secured a very good win over Port Melbourne. Port was on top early, but the Blues refused to concede 
and were on level terms by three quarter time. Carlton then took the game with another two goals in the final 
quarter. George Cook was best for the winners as was “Dabber” Decis for Port. Dick Houston played a great 
game but this wasn’t enough to get Hotham over the line in a draw with Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. Prahran gained its first win of the season over Footscray at Wesley College. Follower “Jigger” Morehouse 
was best on the ground for the winners. Williamstown just beat off a determined Richmond at the Garden’s 
Reserve, and after four losses South Williamstown finally won its first game of the season against University. 
McAlister scored four goals for the blue and whites.
The meeting between Carlton and Geelong on June 11 at the MCG was a critical match for the 1887 
premiership. A crowd estimated to be between 14-20,000 (including 200 fans from Geelong) patrons turned 
up for the entertainment. It was a great chance for Carlton to test its strength against the premiers, although 
the latter was somewhat handicapped by the absence of champion Hughie McLean. Carlton was all over the 
Pivotonians right from the start, and with a dominant running brigade led by Jack Baker, kicked two goals in 
double quick time. Playing brilliant team football, the Blues then added a third. Geelong became disorganized 
and began fumbling the ball, a most uncharacteristic trait. Under enormous pressure Dan Kearney was one 
Geelong defender who responded in brilliant fashion, but Carlton’s followers and wingmen were too much 
for their opponents and more goals followed. A late rally brought a Geelong major, but with Carlton holding 
a five-one lead at quarter time, the contest was effectively over. The Blues continued to run rings around 
Geelong in the second quarter and at half time held an unassailable seven-goal lead. In the third term rover John 
McShane moved forward for the Pivots and inspired them to hit back with three goals, but the exhausted teams 
merely played out time in the last quarter as the Blues added one more goal to win 9.12 to 5.1. Albert Coulson 
kicked three goals and follower Sammy Bloomfield played a great game for Carlton, as did Kearney and Dave 
Hickinbotham for Geelong. It was a stunning victory for the premiership hopefuls who had clearly found new 
self-belief. The Australasian claimed that Carlton had not been ‘represented by a finer twenty for many seasons’ 
and they certainly displayed premiership form (18/6/1887). Geelong could not be written off, but it was the 
club’s first loss since September 1885 and ended a run of 39 games without defeat. This was its second best run 
without a loss in the VFA.
Geelong’s defeat was good news for South Melbourne, but it had to fight all the way to take advantage of 
the premier’s loss when it met Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. In one of the best games of 
the season Essendon drew first blood when Nolan grabbed the ball as it was dislodged from the pack during 
some ruck play and popped it through. Arthur Brown, however. soon replied for South and sides went to the 
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first break on even terms. “Dinnie” McKay put South ahead in the second term, and though the Dons hit back 
to level, Brown kicked another goal and South led at half time. Essendon began brilliantly in the third term. Bill 
Meader made it three-all, and two minutes later, Harry Caldwell put the Dons back into the lead. The pace of 
the game picked up a notch after this as both sides strained for victory. Bill Docherty and McKay were in fine 
form for South and the latter made it four-all just before the last change. Essendon dominated proceedings for 
the first twenty minutes of the final term but with drizzling rain and a slippery field they could not press home 
the advantage. In semi-darkness and with less than a minute to go, McKay marked 50 metres out and sent a 
magnificent place kick straight through the middle. Time was called as the players went back to the centre and 
Essendon ended the game the unluckiest of losers.
Ballarat Imperial easily outpointed Williamstown on the Saxon Paddock, but all other games on June 11 
were extremely close. At the Fitzroy Cricket Ground, Fitzroy and Melbourne fought out a three-all draw after 
Fitzroy let a two-goal three quarter time lead slip away. Jack Worrall was best for Fitzroy as was Ed Griffith, 
Melbourne’s vice-captain. Richmond and Footscray drew at the Richmond Cricket Ground where the visitor’s 
Tommy Cameron was best on ground. South Williamstown and Prahran also drew. Port Melbourne beat Hotham 
when it booted the winning goal in the last quarter after a neck and neck struggle. St Kilda also defeated the hard 
working University. “Monty” Smith scored two goals for the Saints and Alf Smith was its best player.
On June 18 Geelong, barely had time to recover from the hammering it had received at the hands of Carlton 
when it hosted the undefeated South Melbourne. A crowd of 8,000 was there to watch, a quarter of whom had 
travelled with South from the metropolis. The home side welcomed Hugh McLean back but lost goal ace Phil 
McShane. There was no wind advantage and South Melbourne immediately took the initiative and dominated 
play for long periods. Harry Purdy and Peter Burns were doing most of the damage, and at the first break South 
had a comfortable three-one lead. Hickinbotham and Hugh McLean led a hometown revival in the second term 
and Geelong’s systematic play enabled it to pull a goal back fairly quickly, and by half time had progressed to 
lead the match. South had its chances, but bad luck in front of goal cost them dearly. Geelong pressed home its 
advantage at the beginning of the third quarter and a magnificent long place-kicked goal from Harry Steedman 
put the locals two goals up. The Pivots then completely ran over the visitors and with Tom McShane in good 
form (he finished with three goals) they put the game beyond doubt when leading by five goals at the last break. 
After playing superbly the Pivots tired badly in the last quarter (a lack of condition due to a neglect of training) 
and allowed South to hit back with two late goals, which added some respectability to its score. In the end 
Geelong recorded a comfortable 8.7 to 5.9 victory and had bounced back brilliantly after its devastating loss to 
the Blues. In contrast, South lost its first game in six and its premiership credentials were in question. After this 
loss South’s morale dipped and it only scratched out two wins from the next five games.
Hotham gave Carlton no time to relax after its stellar performance against Geelong. Despite not having 
won in four games, the Hothamites jumped the Blues and led by two goals at the first break. The northerners 
extended the lead to three goals by half time and some suspected a major upset was on the cards. Carlton 
however mounted a brilliant comeback in the third quarter and kicked four unanswered goals to give it the 
lead at the last break. The Blues stayed on course in the last term to record its sixth straight win. Billy Strickland 
and Jack Baker worked wonders and Green bagged four goals for the Blues. As for Hotham, Dick Houston was 
magnificent all day. Port Melbourne was struggling for consistency and came unstuck at home against Fitzroy. 
Morton and Hanneysee did well but Port did not score a goal until the third quarter, and despite its best efforts 
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could not bridge the gap against the visitors. Melbourne slumped to its third consecutive loss when convincingly 
beaten by Essendon. St Kilda struggled to get a full team together for its derby match against Prahran, but 
still won four-three. In other matches, Richmond and South Williamstown drew and Williamstown defeated 
Footscray in a match in which the Tricolours failed to score anything at all.
A series of non-premiership matches were played on June 20 and 21 to celebrate Victoria’s Jubilee. Geelong 
defeated Hotham at the MCG but at great cost. “Jumbo” Kerley suffered a career ending knee injury and John 
McShane caught a cold that soon turned to rheumatic fever, which proved to be fatal. In other games, Carlton 
defeated Melbourne and Richmond drew with Williamstown. Port Melbourne subdued Ballarat Imperial, but 
Ballarat and South Ballarat had victories over University and Fitzroy. After the game against Geelong, Hotham 
left for Tasmania where it won and lost against South Tasmania, and was defeated by North Tasmania.
Around 15,000 spectators attended the big match between Carlton and South Melbourne at the MCG on 
June 25. Carlton was in superb form but South had not been nearly as impressive and was coming off a loss 
to Geelong. A heavy ground and greasy ball did not help skill levels, but Carlton made the early running and 
Gellatley secured its first goal. His kick had been a shocker, but as he had marked almost between the posts he 
could hardly miss. When South’s Arthur Brown replied with a shot for goal the ball skidded into the post. The 
Blues made the most of this reprieve, and despite the tenacious work of South’s Peter Burns, Billy Strickland 
and others pressed the ball forward to Charlie Coulson who kicked the ball off the ground and gave the Blues a 
very handy two-goal buffer at the first change. Carlton continued to attack in the second quarter but only gained 
behinds and ‘were playing a good deal of hand-ball, and the day was a good one for such tactics’ (Australasian, 
2/7/1887). Play then turned into a scramble and players milled around the ball while others waited in the hope 
that it would spill from the packs to their advantage. South was steadily improving its game and led by the fine 
work of Matt Minchin, Mitchell and Burns kept the ball in attack. But, the fine ruck play of Sam Bloomfield and 
terrific defensive play from Strickland and Tommy Leydin kept South goalless when half time was called. Within 
a minute of the re-start Burns kicked South’s first goal and the red and white began to play a dashing game. 
Strickland and others somehow withstood the pressure, but after a mad scramble up and down the ground Harry 
Purdy put South on level terms with a goal from an impossible angle. The southerners continued to have the 
best of the play in the last term but a desperate and exhausted Carlton was able to hold out for a two-all draw. 
South had been superb in the second half and showed enormous reserves of courage, but it was Carlton’s year 
so far and it was happy to come out of this game with its unbeaten record intact.
Essendon surprised when it held Geelong to a draw. The East Melbourne Cricket Ground now had a 
scoreboard, but it didn’t have much work to do as both sides scored only one goal for the day, and neither 
kicked a major after half-time. The red and black was cock a hoop over the result and the Rout brothers played 
splendidly for them. Injuries were beginning to take their toll at Sleepy Hollow as Geelong’s best player on 
the day, Jim Galbraith, succumbed to a season-ending injury. Fitzroy made it four games without defeat when 
it easily disposed of St Kilda. The Saints didn’t goal, but Fitzroy only got three from twenty-one scoring shots. 
Winless Footscray and Richmond continued to struggle. The Tricolours were sunk by four goals from George 
McKenzie of Ballarat Imperial, and Prahran won at Richmond when it kicked away in the last quarter. The two 
Williamstowns had mixed fortunes. Williamstown had an easy six-one win against Ballarat and University got its 
first win of the season over South Williamstown by a narrow margin. By the end of June Carlton was the only 
undefeated team but had drawn with South Melbourne. Geelong, South Melbourne and Essendon had only lost a 
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game and Fitzroy was also doing well having won five and drawn two of nine games. Williamstown, Melbourne 
and Hotham were in the middle of the table, while Richmond and Footscray remained on the bottom without a 
senior win to their name. Ballarat Imperial was the best performer from that city. Geelong’s Tom McShane led 
the goal kicking stakes with 15.
On July 2 Geelong suffered a setback at Ballarat when it played the Imperial. The Pivots didn’t take the 
game very seriously and when the players saw the deplorable condition of the Eastern Oval it confirmed 
their impression. After struggling all day and scoring only two behinds to Ballarat Imperial’s 3.4 Geelong was 
disgusted when the VFA counted the match as official. This second loss on its record came at a bad time and 
placed additional pressure on the reigning premiers, especially after Carlton defeated Port Melbourne on the 
same day. Geelong now slipped behind the Blues by two games, and given how well Carlton was playing it 
would not be easy to close the gap. South Melbourne had little trouble defeating Prahran seven-one after a three-
goal burst in the third quarter settled the contest. Peter Burns was South’s best player. St Kilda defeated South 
Williamstown and University won its second consecutive game against Footscray.
After defeating Port Melbourne Carlton had an interesting tour of South Australia. The Blues opened their 
tour against South Australian club Hotham on July 7. In this game its style of play was described as follows: 
‘The Carltons were playing a rattling game, doing a lot of fast running, long kicking, and playing handball very 
effectively whenever pushed’ (The Express and Telegraph, 8/7/1887). Carlton won easily but lost McInerney, 
McKechnie and Newton to injury. Two days later South Adelaide held them to a four-all draw in a tough game. 
That evening Carlton player Thomas McCracken became inebriated and stole a sheep carcass from a local 
butcher. He was charged and fronted the magistrate the next day: his punishment? He had to carry the sheep 
back to the butcher shop. For the rest of the season Carlton was referred to as the “sheep stealers” by opposition 
barrackers. On July 12 Carlton had to fight all the way to hold off Norwood for a six-five win, thanks in large 
part to Jack Baker’s hat trick of goals. Then on July 14 reigning premier Adelaide FC absolutely thrashed Carlton 
by nine goals to three. South Australian football supporters were jubilant, as their local side had thumped the 
best that Victoria could offer. After losing to Adelaide the Blues fronted Port Adelaide and showed the finest 
Victorian arrogance and total disregard for local feelings when it rode over Port Adelaide’s protest that the Blues 
had unfairly included Coombe from Norwood and Melling from Adelaide in their side. Carlton got its way and 
won the game. Coombe also scored a goal for the Blues (dishonestly as he appeared to use his hands) adding 
further insult to Port Adelaide’s sensitivities.
Geelong went on a quick country trip while Carlton was in Adelaide. The Pivots defeated Maryborough on 
July 6, but before their game against Bendigo on July 9 the club was shocked with news that John McShane had 
died of rheumatic fever. Some players broke down after being informed because “Jacko” McShane (who was 
only in his early 20s) was one of the most popular players at the club. He was also admired at South Melbourne 
where he had played a couple of seasons. The city of Geelong was devastated by the news and an enormous 
crowd turned out for his funeral. The reporter from the Geelong Advertiser stated that
In the field, as a ‘rover’ in a football contest, he was superior to most players, and he had but few 
equals … [He was] thoroughly well liked in all circles for his agreeable and manly disposition among 
comrades and the general public. 
Geelong Advertiser, 5/7/1887
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On the MCG on July 9 Melbourne gained a creditable draw against South Melbourne on a soggy ground. 
Essendon also did well by defeating Port Melbourne. The Rout brothers had been superb for the red and black all 
year and once again helped the Dons gain the vital break in the third quarter. Fitzroy had no trouble overcoming 
South Williamstown. Jack Worrall and “Dummy” Muir did well for the maroon and blue. University couldn’t 
believe its luck when it won a third consecutive game, this time a victory over Prahran at the South Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. It was to be University’s best winning run in the VFA. Meanwhile, Richmond finally obtained its 
first win in senior matches when it defeated St Kilda 4.11 to 2.5. Richmond’s task was made much easier when 
only twelve of St Kilda’s first twenty turned up to play and eight substitutes had to be found. One of the best 
games of the season was played on the Garden’s Reserve. Williamstown got off to a good start against Hotham 
and led by two goals at half time, but in an exciting finish Hotham grabbed an equalizing goal just before time. 
The final score was Williamstown 5.4, Hotham 5.6. Hugh and “Gib” Currie were best for Williamstown as was 
Harry Todd for the visitors.
South Melbourne hosted tenacious archrivals Port Melbourne in front of 8,000 spectators on July 16. The 
home side gradually wore their game opponents down and won by a three-goal margin. Peter Burns and Jimmy 
Young were in very good form for the locals, as was Tom Bushell who kicked three goals. Geelong got revenge 
for its humiliating loss to Ballarat Imperial a few weeks earlier when it whipped the visitors 7.12 to 2.1, despite 
a best on ground effort from George McKenzie. Hotham secured a big win against the visiting Saints by scoring 
7.6 to 2.10. The home side’s “Molly” Abrahams scored three goals and Dick Houston was their best, as was Alf 
Smith for the visitors. Fitzroy continued on its winning way by defeating Melbourne. Jack Worrall was best for 
the Roys. Richmond also maintained its good form by beating University. Paddy O’Loughlin, a future captain, 
kicked two goals for Richmond. Williamstown cruised to an eight-goal home win over Prahran.
Carlton faced Melbourne at the MCG on July 23 (after returning from Adelaide) and were given no quarter. 
The Reds got off to a brilliant start and led by three goals at quarter time. However, with the breeze in the second 
term Carlton kicked four goals and led at the main interval. The Blues kept Melbourne at bay for the rest of the 
game to just get over the line: 5.12 to 4.5. Geelong’s three-goal burst in the second quarter won its game against 
the visiting Saints. Charles Brownlow made a welcome guest appearance and collected two goals, while Alf 
Smith was St Kilda’s best. South Melbourne was at home but couldn’t beat Hotham. The latter played one of its 
better games and actually led at three quarter time. Peter Burns and Will Docherty however kept South in the 
game and the locals were able to scramble a four-all draw. “Stacks” Wallace and Dick Houston were best for the 
visitors. Fitzroy and Port Melbourne fought out a tough one-all draw at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground. Port had the 
ascendancy in the first half, but Fitzroy eventually retrieved the game. George Hall and Percy Millard were best 
for the maroon and blue, as was Billy Hanneysee for Port. Richmond secured its first ever win over Williamstown 
in fine style. Herb Morton kicked three goals in the five-one win, and “Bosco” Stewart was best. Prahran also 
defeated South Williamstown.
Carlton made it ten games without defeat after easily accounting for Hotham. Dick Houston was best on the 
ground, but with veteran Sam Bloomfield and Mick Whelan to the fore the Blues kicked away in the second 
quarter and won with four goals to spare. Geelong won by the same margin over University. South Melbourne 
had not been beaten in six games after Harry Purdy and Minchin helped them defeat Williamstown. Fitzroy drew 
at Richmond and also had a fine eight-game unbeaten run behind it. At the other end of the scale, Melbourne 
had six games without a win, but broke the slump with a fine win over Essendon at the Friendly Societies 
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Ground. South Williamstown’s poor run continued when it lost to visitors Port Melbourne. It was its seventh 
game without a win. Footscray grabbed a draw against Prahran at the Western Oval, but was still winless. At the 
end of the month, Carlton, Geelong and South Melbourne still led the pack, but only Carlton was undefeated. 
The Blues had walloped Geelong, but had drawn with South, while the red and white’s only loss for the year had 
been to Geelong. Fitzroy was next best and below them was a group of teams that included Essendon, Hotham, 
Williamstown and Port Melbourne. Melbourne, Richmond and Prahran were holding their own while University, 
St Kilda and Footscray (without a win) were in the bottom three. Geelong’s Tom McShane led the goal kicking 
in senior matches with 15 goals.
Carlton maintained its winning momentum when it fought off a desperate Essendon at the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground on August 6. Like other teams, the Dons gained an early lead against the Blues, but after half 
time Carlton got right on top and went on to win fairly comfortably. A scribe made note of the crowd’s reactions 
to events, and to gloating Carlton supporters: 
‘The whole multitude seemed Carlton when the second goal was kicked. “Where are you now, 
Essendon?” “Hoo! Boo!”, “S’elp me, you want to go and learn the game !” “Go it Carlton!” “G’goo it! go!” 
Marvellous sounds of encouragement came out of many strained throats … But when, for the third or 
fourth time, the ball was sent spinning through the poles, and unexpectedly - and, as it seemed, from 
the middle of a ruck of players - so intense was the excitement, so boisterous the applause, so frantic 
the gesture of all the crowd ... It was not the sort of applause that greets the winning hit in any ordinary 
cricket match, or the first nose past the post in any ordinary race … What ails the people to strain their 
throats and eyelids so, to roar out the extremes of disgust and delight, to surrender their whole being, 
as it were, to be played on by the chances of this trumpery game? Is it all honest delight in sport, or is 
there more than a little faction about it?’ (The Argus, 8/8/1887) 
Geelong slipped up at Port Melbourne, but was still able to salvage a two-all draw. Behind at half time, Jarrett 
levelled the scores for the Pivots in the third quarter and that was how it stayed. The premier’s form had dipped 
because players began to lose their enthusiasm for training and with its third draw of the season Geelong was 
clearly slipping off Carlton’s pace. In contrast South Melbourne was in great form. The Southerners kicked four 
goals to none in the first quarter against Melbourne and never looked back. By the end of the day they had 
accumulated 12.12 to 0.10. It was South’s equal highest score and its greatest winning margin in the VFA. McKay 
and “Sonny” Elms were South’s best. In other matches, Fitzroy got the better of Hotham at home, although 
the visitors made up some ground in the final quarter. Jack Worrall and Jim McRaile were good players for the 
Roys as were forward Harry Todd and rover Billy Carroll for Hotham. Williamstown got back on the winning 
list against Footscray. In its best vein of form since entering the VFA, Richmond defeated St Kilda six-three. 
Richmond’s unbeaten run now stretched to five games. University secured a rare win when it put four goals on 
the board (the University Reserve now had a telegraph scoreboard) to Prahran’s two. William Schutt, soon to 
play for Essendon, and later a Supreme Court judge, kicked two goals for the winners.
Carlton began in fine fashion against Fitzroy on August 13 when Wally McKechnie and W. Green put them 
two goals up at quarter time. Fitzroy came back at them in the second quarter, but Carlton’s Williamstown recruit, 
Jasper Jones, kicked a famous long goal (a drop kick estimated to be at least 60 metres), which gave the Blues 
the lead at half-time. To its credit Fitzroy fought back to draw, and few teams got this close to Carlton in 1887. 
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Jack Worrall played the game of the forty. Geelong gained some ground on the Blues by defeating Ballarat at 
Corio Oval. Tom McShane picked up three goals. South Melbourne followed up its twelve-goal effort against 
Melbourne with a new VFA record score of 16.18 against University. This eclipsed Geelong’s fifteen goals against 
Essendon in September 1886. Peter Burns had a field day booting five goals, while “Dinnie” McKay and Tom 
Bushell picked up four goals each. Hotham inflicted Essendon’s third loss in a row. Dick Houston and Billy 
Carroll did the damage with the latter kicking three goals. Port Melbourne fumbled its way to victory against 
Footscray when it kicked one goal from 23 scoring shots. Fortunately, the Tricolours only managed one behind 
for the whole day. Richmond defeated South Williamstown by a narrow margin after establishing a three-goal 
break at quarter time. It was discovered during the game that some people had gained entry to the Richmond 
CG by using forged tickets. In the local derby visitors Prahran got the best of St Kilda.
On August 20 a record 10-12,000 patrons at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground got their money’s worth after 
witnessing one of the best games of the year between Fitzroy and Geelong. On a run of ten games without defeat 
Fitzroy was looking to extend that record against the reigning champs. In an exciting opening Newlands just 
shaved the post for the locals and Jack Worrall went very close, but no goals were kicked. Dave Hickinbotham 
and Bob Talbot got Geelong going at the start of the second term, but it proved to be Fitzroy’s quarter. The 
home side, with Worrall providing plenty of drive, constantly punted the ball forward, but Archie Sykes was 
outstanding in the back line, and his team desperately defended in the scrimmages. Newlands however kicked 
Fitzroy’s first goal and within a minute Herb Rapiport made it two-nil. In the second half Geelong had a lot of 
work to do to get back into the match. Play went back and forth for a while before Alec Boyd obtained Geelong’s 
first goal. The Pivots then stepped up a gear and played some superb team football that had Fitzroy reeling. Joe 
Kerrigan ably defended for the locals, but Geelong kept firing away. Alas, Talbot’s shot was rushed behind and 
“Cocky” Robertson hit the post. One Fitzroy player revived ‘rabbiting’ in an attempt to slow the visitors down and 
matters became a little spiteful as Fitzroy kept the rampaging Pivots at bay to hold its lead at three quarter time. 
The break did not help the Roys however as Geelong picked up where it left off in the third term. Boyd passed 
to Phil McShane who made it two-all and Fitzroy was hemmed in trying to defend its lines. The Roys cleared but 
Sykes took a brilliant mark right out of Worrall’s hands and the Pivots were back hunting for a win. Soon after 
the local defence was caught out of position, which allowed Boyd to put Geelong into the lead. Despite Fitzroy’s 
determined resistance Geelong sensed victory and George Pike made the game safe with a fourth goal. Worrall 
just managed to pull a goal back before the final bell, but Geelong had won an exciting contest by four goals 
to three. Fitzroy played some great footy, but was beaten by an outstanding second half from the Pivots who 
reversed their recent trend of fade-outs and returned to premiership form.
Carlton continued on its winning way against South Williamstown at the Wiiliamstown Cricket Ground. 
The Blues secured the winning break in the third quarter when it went four goals up and maintained that lead 
to the end. Port Melbourne played a great game against Prahran kicking 12.17 to 1.5. It was a record win for 
the Portonians and their second highest score pre-1897. Charlie McLeod kicked four goals, and Fred McKnight 
and “Curly” Sharp were Port’s best. South Melbourne’s goal scoring spree was finally slowed at Williamstown 
when it only managed six goals to two. Essendon never lost to Richmond in the VFA, but had a close call at the 
Richmond Cricket Ground on this day. In a hard fought game Richmond’s Charlie Stephens and “Tot” Reddan 
were at the forefront and scores were equal at three quarter time. Bill Fleming and Ned Powell however helped 
get the Dons fall over the line by a goal, and Richmond’s six game undefeated run was over. Hotham beat 
University with three goals to Dick Houston, while St Kilda drew with South Ballarat in a seven-all thriller.
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A crucial premiership match was played between South Melbourne and Carlton on August 27. It was not 
quite a play-off for the premiership itself, but South had its last chance to show the Blues what it could do, and 
if it could win, the premiership race would open up again, just a little bit. The South Melbourne Cricket Ground 
held a record crowd of around 30,000 people and the ground looked a treat with the new members’ grandstand 
and cricketers’ stand. The scene inspired The Sportsman’s journalist to reminisce about the old days when the 
Albert Park club played ‘on the open roadway outside the park gates’ (The Sportsman, 31/8/1887). South and 
Carlton were establishing an intense rivalry that would be sustained for the next five years and the locals backed 
their chances given how well they played against Carlton at the MCG in June. As the Carlton players entered the 
arena the home supporters started to call out “Baaaa” in reference to Tom McCracken’s shenanigans in Adelaide, 
but the Blues were no lambs and would prove it soon enough. “Sonny” Elms won the toss for the home side 
and decided to kick against the breeze. For the first fifteen minutes the flow of the game was disrupted by the 
many free kicks dispensed by the umpire, but South was getting the better of the play. Both sides went close to 
opening their goal scoring accounts but after sterling defensive work the locals were well pleased with a goalless 
first quarter. South started brightly in the second term but Tom Bushell hit the post before “Dolf” Berry put the 
Blues ahead against the run of play. South came back with some brilliant team play but its luck was not in. In 
contrast, Carlton made the most of its opportunities as Berry put them two goals up. Docherty and McKay then 
had shots at goal, but did not allow enough for the wind, and South remained goalless at the halfway mark of 
the contest. 
After a tug-of-war that entertained the crowd during the break Peter Burns led a South revival in the third 
term. The Southerners had a lot of possession but wasted their chances until Bill Docherty finally secured their 
opening goal. This was accompanied ‘by ringing cheers and a frantic waving of red and white handkerchiefs 
and small flags’ (The Argus, 29/8/1887). Things got rough but South persisted in attack only to see Fred Graves’ 
fine shot marked on the goal line by Carlton skipper Tommy Leydin, and then “Dinnie” McKay hit the post for 
a second time. South kept attacking but all its good work only returned 1.4. The Blues were too busy defending 
to trouble the scoreboard in the third quarter, but they still led by a goal. South was first to attack in the final 
term but Docherty wasted an excellent chance when he sprayed his shot for goal. Berry was more judicious and 
restored Carlton’s two-goal buffer. This goal bolstered the visitor’s resolve while South’s spirits began to flag. Try 
as they might the locals could not increase their goal account and so the Blues came away with the win. The 
unlucky southerners had suffered their first loss in nine matches, while the triumphant Blues now stretched their 
unbeaten run to fourteen games. Carlton had overcome all challengers during the season and were not going 
to be stopped.
Port Melbourne continued with its rich vein of form by smashing Essendon eight-nil (its first win over the red 
and black). Essendon’s task was not helped when only twelve of the first twenty turned up and the club had to 
deploy substitutes. “Curly” Sharp kicked three goals for the winners and Billy Hanneysee was Port’s best. Archie 
Sykes was best on the ground in Geelong’s win over visitors Hotham. Geelong got off to a brilliant start when 
Sykes kicked its first goal after twenty-two seconds. But by half-time the tenacious Hotham was back on level 
terms. The locals gained a two-goal break in the third quarter, which was enough to see them home. The Pivots 
were now on a seven-game run without defeat. Melbourne beat St Kilda with four goals to spare after jumping 
the Saints in the first quarter. Williamstown took things easy against University as five of its best players did not 
turn up to play. After an even first half the Town eventually got the break that gave them a two-goal victory. “Tot” 
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Fitzpatrick and “Dutchy” Peters kicked two goals each for the winners. Fitzroy bounced back after the thrilling 
loss to Geelong, but Richmond threw everything at them and it was only Jack Worrall’s goal in the last quarter 
that got the Roys home. Footscray’s losing run stretched to ten after coming off worse against Ballarat Imperial. 
With one month to go Carlton’s position seemed unassailable. After fourteen matches it had won twelve and 
drawn two. Geelong had won thirteen of eighteen games, and had drawn three and lost two. South had also 
lost two and drawn four of its fifteen matches. Fitzroy, Port Melbourne and Williamstown were in the next tier. 
Hotham, Richmond and Essendon made up the middle range of performers, while Prahran, University and St 
Kilda and Footscray were the cellar clubs. As he had been for most of the season, Tom McShane was the leading 
goal kicker with nineteen goals.
Geelong may have been down, but it was certainly not out as South Melbourne found to its cost in one 
of the best games for years at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on September 3. In some ways it mirrored 
their match earlier in the year, but this one was much closer. The Pivots won the toss on a blustery day and 
started with the advantage of the wind, but South Melbourne worked brilliantly against this disadvantage, and 
Burns (who was best on the ground) kicked South’s first goal. Geelong was soon back on even terms, and then 
grabbed the lead. Afterwards, South kicked a behind, and Geelong defender Davey made a poor kick off, which 
allowed South’s follower Will Docherty (another fine player on the day) to mark the ball right in front of goal. He 
equalised and when the quarter time bell rang South was pleased to be on even terms. Like South, Geelong did 
not let the wind put them on the defensive and the visitors soon restored the lead. The southerners hit back hard, 
but just as it had done in the same quarter at Geelong earlier in the year they missed the goal on every occasion. 
As in the earlier match, the Pivots also completely dominated the third quarter and kicked 3.3. Geelong’s four-
goal break at three quarter time appeared to be a winning lead, but South went for broke in the final term and 
finally found some accuracy. Hughie McLean scored the first goal of the final quarter for Geelong, which gave it a 
five-goal break, but thereafter South put it all together with an irresistible burst of football the locals booted four 
goals in 10 minutes. The ‘Great” Peter Burns might have tied the game just before the end, but his shot just went 
the wrong side of the post. Geelong survived a furious onslaught to prove it still possessed plenty of quality and 
character. For South, the power football it displayed in the last quarter against a quality opponent augured well 
for the future. Tom McShane collected his requisite hat trick and Hugh McLean and Archie Sykes played good 
games for the winners who now looked forward to meeting the undefeated Carlton with revenge on their minds.
Carlton prepared for its visit to Geelong with an easy victory over Melbourne, which did not kick a goal after 
quarter time. Tommy Leydin was best for the Blues as was Ed Griffith for Melbourne. Fitzroy was a fine outfit and 
had too much firepower for visitors Essendon. The Roys kicked a brilliant 5.9 in the final quarter after both sides 
were locked on two goals each at the last change. Port Melbourne was also in great goal scoring form and put 
ten goals past a hapless Richmond. St Kilda ended its losing streak in fine style with a home win over Hotham. 
After grabbing two unanswered goals in the first quarter Hotham went to sleep and the Saints ground out a win 
that was sealed in the final quarter via Billy Newlands. Alf Smith and Terry were St Kilda’s best. In other matches 
Footscray finally got its first win of the season over University, South Williamstown recorded a rare win over 
Prahran, and Williamstown was absolutely thrashed by Ballarat.
Geelong had a point to prove when it hosted Carlton on September 10 before 9,000 spectators. Carlton was 
already the deserving premier, but Geelong was not going to concede its champion status without a good fight. 
After two minutes Hugh McLean kicked Geelong’s first goal from 50 metres and the Pivots were on their way. 
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Repaying the football lesson Carlton had given them earlier in the season the locals hit the Blues with a great 
burst of powerful football and had another three goals on the board by the 20 minute mark of the opening 
term. At quarter time they led four-nil and the game was virtually all over. In the second term Carlton forced 
the play early and Alick Gellatley kicked a goal for them, but it failed to convert several other opportunities. 
At half-time Geelong led 4.3 to 1.10. Before the restart ‘the little boys, who invariably take possession of the 
ground during the interval time at a football match, [were] cleared out, [and] the teams recommenced business’ 
(The Age, 12/9/1887) No goals were kicked in the second half, although Carlton put more physical pressure on 
the Pivots and attacked most of the time. Geelong however was not going to be denied on this occasion. Dave 
“Curly” Hickinbotham played a magnificent game in the Pivots solid 4.7 to 1.15 victory. It was Carlton’s first 
senior loss in 1887 and Geelong felt somewhat aggrieved, for had its loss to Ballarat Imperial not been counted 
the premiership might have gone to a play-off.
In other matches, Essendon was persistent for most of the day, but South Melbourne eventually ground out 
a 5.17 to 3.4 victory. Essendon had been poor in 1887 but generally lifted for games against South. This rivalry 
was to intensify over the next few years. Jim Young was best for South as was Bill Meader for Essendon. Port 
Melbourne was finishing the season with a flourish and put another ten goals on the board against St Kilda. 
Charlie McLeod and Billy Hanneysee got three each for the winners. Williamstown easily disposed of University, 
and South Williamstown lost to Richmond. Hotham secured a solid home win over Melbourne, and Footscray 
defeated Prahran.
With two games to go there was no way Carlton was going to slip up, as Essendon discovered. The Blues, 
with Billy Strickland and Jack Baker in fine touch, completely dominated and reeled off thirty-one scoring 
shots to seven, and collected ten goals in the process. After dispensing with South Melbourne and Carlton in 
consecutive weeks Geelong kicked away from Melbourne in the second half to win with four goals to spare. 
South Melbourne suffered further pain when outdone at Fitzroy in front of a crowd attendance estimated to 
be 15,000. Fitzroy’s heart and soul, Jack Worrall kicked two of the Roys’ four goals, and with Jerry Maher, was 
amongst the winner’s best. Harry Purdy was South’s finest performer. South Melbourne was now in a slump 
having lost three of its last four games, while Fitzroy was making a strong bid for third place. Port Melbourne 
beat South Williamstown thanks to an engine room driven by Billy Hanneysee and “Curly” Sharp. Williamstown 
defeated St Kilda to keep it in the top half of the table, a fine effort given the presence of their Southern 
neighbour. Richmond gained its highest score of the season at Footscray. The visitors kicked 8.11 to 5.4 and Chris 
Syle, who had once played for Carlton, was the best player. Prahran also kicked eight goals against University 
thanks to a splendid five-goal haul from Jack Lavelle. Hotham had a miserable time on the Saxon Paddock where 
it conceded sixteen goals to Ballarat. Ex-Essendonian “Gobbo” Cairns was best man on the ground.
On September 24 Carlton finished off a great season with an emphatic victory at Fitzroy in front of a 
magnificent crowd of 20,000 patrons. The Roys stayed with the premiers for exactly one quarter before four 
goals in the second and three in the third term gave the Blues a six-goal margin at three quarter time. During 
the three quarter time break the Carlton players were given oranges to eat by an enthusiastic supporter. In the 
final quarter little Harry Smith added Carlton’s final goal to end a glorious season and celebrated by executing 
a somersault. The Blues won 8.13 to Fitzroy’s 1.6. The popular ex-Ballarat man “Dolf” Berry was best on the 
ground for Carlton and kicked two goals. The Age reported, ‘The Carlton, by winning this match, make their 
retention of the premiership for the season 1887 an accomplished fact’ (26/9/1887).
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Geelong registered a big home victory over Essendon and so finished the season in superb fashion, being 
undefeated in its last eleven games. Essendon’s season ended with five consecutive losses, which was its equal 
worse run of losses in the VFA. South Melbourne secured third place after recording an unconvincing win at 
Hotham. Port Melbourne kicked ten goals against University and had been undefeated in its last ten games. 
University managed to kick four goals in the face of this onslaught, but this may have been due to the fact that 
three of the students’ substitutes were Port Melbourne players, one of which was W. Wilson who kicked its first 
goal. University lost its last seven games. There was crowd trouble during the Prahran and Richmond match at 
Wesley College. It was fairly even all day, but Richmond proved to be more resilient in the end. After a poor 
start to the season Richmond had steadily improved and finished a respectable seventh, one of its best places 
pre-1897. Footscray required eight substitutes for its game against Melbourne yet went to quarter time with a 
two-goal lead. It took the rest of the day for Melbourne to claw their way back, and the Reds finally kicked the 
winning goal in the last quarter. Melbourne’s King played the game of the forty in front of about 100 people, 
most of whom were boys. South Williamstown’s VFA career was about to end but it finished on a high note with 
a two-goal win over St Kilda.
It was a great year in Carlton’s history and its premiership broke a stranglehold of eleven shared between 
Geelong and South Melbourne between 1878 and 1890. The Blues won with a wonderful blend of youth and 
experience and had a fast, strong and highly skilled combination of players. Jack Baker was in a class of his own 
as a follower and Billy Strickland was arguably the best wingman in the Association. Defenders Tommy Leydin 
and George Cook, and others like Mick Whelan, “Dolf” Berry, “Dolly” Batters and Sam Bloomfield were all top 
shelf players. W. Green was a solid goal sneak and finished with eighteen goals in premiership matches. Carlton 
thoroughly deserved the premiership and as the Australasian reported: ‘In fair weather or foul the team has 
shown most consistent form throughout, and have won some splendid up-hill games’ (1/10/1887). Unfortunately, 
the Blues would have to wait another nineteen years for its next premiership, but that’s another story.
That Geelong got so close to winning its eighth premiership in ten years was a tribute to the remarkable 
character of the club for it had been a wretched year. After losing up and coming talent Tom Mullen to a knee 
injury in a practice match, the club then lost star Jack Kerley to a career ending knee injury. Jim Galbraith also 
injured his knee, and other absences and injuries forced the club to use fifty-four players (forty-six in premiership 
matches) during the season. The loss to Ballarat Imperial was also a cruel blow for if this game had not been 
counted the Pivots would have fancied a play-off with Carlton for the premiership. Geelong had always been 
forced to contend with raids from metropolitan clubs for its players, and in July complained to the VFA after 
Melbourne tried to pinch one of its stars with a job offer. The death of John McShane tore the heart out of 
the club as well, yet in the second half the season (with Charles Brownlow in the team) the Pivots somehow 
managed to recover and play some brilliant footy. Geelong could still boast about the undoubted class it had in 
its ranks, including the VFA’s best centre man, Dave Hickinbotham, and centre half forward, Hugh McLean. Bob 
Talbot, Jim Pike, Dan Kearney and Archie Sykes would also walk into any other side. Tom McShane led the goal 
kicking in premiership matches and so continued the wonderful contribution the McShane family was making 
to the Geelong cause. The Pivots had powered through the second half of the year, but as had been the case in 
1881, the eventual premier in 1887 was a tad better in the end. Yet, despite all action to remedy the club’s ills 
things began to turn against Geelong in 1887 and it never recovered the glory of its first ten years in the VFA. It 
remained a leading contender throughout the 1880s and 1890s, but would not dominate Victorian football again 
until the early 1950s.
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South Melbourne settled for third after losing three of its last five games. Although out pointed by the 
two clubs above them the Southerners were constructing a very powerful combination and had some of the 
nineteenth century’s best players. These included Peter Burns, “Dinnie” McKay and “Sonny” Elms. Others such 
as Harry Purdy, Will Docherty, Fred Graves, Eb. Hill, Alf Gibson and Andy Harper were all top class. Fitzroy 
finished a meritorious fourth and the maroon and blue was well known for its sturdy, honest and unremitting 
football. No one exemplified this spirit more than Jack Worrall who established the discipline and the esprit de 
corps that would bring Fitzroy five premierships over the next two decades. Port Melbourne finished the season 
in brilliant fashion going through its last ten games without defeat (and winning its last seven). Port scored ten 
goals in four of its last six games. Billy Hanneysee continued to be the star performer, but his supporting cast also 
contained some of the best players to emerge from that district. These included the great follower Fred McKnight 
and others such as Pat Harper, “Buck” Morton (second only to Tom McShane in the goal kicking stakes), Dick 
“Chopper” Doran, Tom Graham and Jim “Diver” Dunne.
In finishing sixth Williamstown had done great things. The seaside town didn’t have a great population base 
and because of competition for players from South Williamstown it was unlikely to be a serious premiership 
contender. Players like “Gib” Currie, “Dinah” Griffin, Bobby Gibbs and “Tot” Fitzpatrick were the mainstays 
and were backed up by Hotham bad boys Tankard, Peters and Williams. Richmond also did extremely well 
finishing seventh. It was not one of the glamour clubs and relied on local recruits in a tough recruiting market. 
Jack Stewart, Chris Syle and goal sneak D.P. Smith did well for them. Hotham, Essendon and Melbourne had 
very ordinary seasons. Hotham keenly felt the loss of quality personnel to Williamstown, Essendon struggled to 
retain all its players during the year and was in need of stricter player management, while Melbourne continued 
to linger in the bottom half of the table with an antiquated management. The other clubs St Kilda, Prahran, 
University and Footscray were strugglers and needed big changes. 
The Ballarat teams were not included in premiership calculations because they did not play eighteen games. 
They were in a catch 22 situation because many metropolitan clubs would not play them due to travel costs and 
lower gate revenues. The Ballarat FC, although generally supported by Geelong, would not be able to maintain 
their toehold in the VFA competition. The Ballarat club was considered the premiers of the Western District in 
1887. Hotham district team North Park continued to claim top position in the VJFA, though South St Kilda and 
South Melbourne’s Union Jack were also strong juniors. The secretary of South Melbourne district club Rising 
Sun claimed that it was the champion second rate junior.
The days of judging the position of teams by relative merit was now seen as an anachronism and something 
had to be done about it. VFA secretary T.S. Marshall was at the forefront in developing a system that could 
replace it. At a VFA Meeting at the end of September it was agreed that a new system was to be instituted, and 
in October the VFA adopted Marshall’s system of a ‘points for’ results table. This allocated four points for a win 
and two points for a draw. A percentage system was also required but there was no general agreement on the 
type of calculation that was best. 
In 1887 the pundits did not nominate a champion of the colony, but some proposed the best players in 
various positions. The best rovers were considered to be J. Worrall (Fitz.) and R. Houston (Hoth.). The best backs 
T. Leydin (Carl.) and M. Rout (Ess.). The best followers were F. McKnight (PM) and P. Burns (SM). The best centre 
man was D. Hickinbotham (Geel.), best forward H. McLean (Geel.), and other good players were G. Cook (Carl.) 
and H. Todd (Hoth.). Tom McShane of Geelong was the leading goal kicker with 26 goals, and next was Port’s 
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“Buck” Morton with 23, but in all matches South Ballarat’s William P. Moore claimed the honour with 43 goals. In 
recognition of this achievement South Melbourne bookmaker R. Phillips presented him with an award. Phillips 
continued to present goal kicking trophies over the following seasons. In November the Australasian reported 
that an English Football team was going to tour Australia in 1888 and would play local clubs (12/11/1887).
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   49 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1888
50
1888
With so many clubs, the VFA competition had become unwieldy so club rationalisations were encouraged. 
After two years of animosity between Williamstown and South Williamstown common sense prevailed and an 
amalgamation was undertaken. Williamstown’s colours were yellow and black, and South Williamstown’s blue 
and white. Williamstown’s new colours thus became blue and yellow. This allowed Richmond, which had blue, 
black and yellow colours, to change to black and yellow. Prahran also amalgamated with St Kilda, but the 
former had been effectively incorporated by the Saints. A second Prahran club returned to VFA ranks in 1899. 
The VFA now had thirteen senior teams. Clubs had to play eighteen matches during the season to qualify for 
the premiership, but the Ballarat sides continued to struggle to reach the requisite games against metropolitan 
clubs. VFA secretary T.S. Marshall’s new points and ‘ratio’ percentage system for team performances was officially 
adopted and provided a more accurate tabulation of results. 1888 was also a drier year, so this season saw a 
return to more open play in many matches. Football was thriving in the southern part of the continent so a 
group of Englishmen decided to tour the colonies and take on the locals at their own game. The tourists landed 
in Sydney in June and generated considerable interest. From June to August they played a number of games in 
Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales. It would be another ninety years before Australia had a chance 
to test its mettle against international competitors again.
As usual, clubs recruited far and wide to find the best combination for the upcoming fight for premiership 
honours. Carlton however bucked the trend. It already had a great list and added Jack Carroll from Fitzroy and 
rising star Peter Williams from Ballarat, though the acquisition of Ned Sutton from University proved to be an 
astute choice. On the minus side, ex-captain Sammy Bloomfield retired after serving the club with distinction 
since 1882 and Jasper Jones departed to captain the new Williamstown. After missing the premiership by one 
game in 1887 Geelong decided to reappoint Dave Hickinbotham as captain (Bob Talbot became his deputy). It 
was hoped that Hickinbotham would instill more discipline into a group of players that had neglected training 
at times in 1887. The club welcomed back Sam Boyd, and a new McShane, Joe, but lost goal kicking ace Tom 
McShane who went to South Melbourne in June.
South Melbourne, with “Sonny” Elms at the helm, was about to embark on the greatest period in its history. 
South’s most active supporters were wealthy caterer and hotelier Henry Skinner, and leading bookmaker Robert 
Phillips. They lavishly backed South’s players’ expenses and recruiting drives, and made a significant contribution 
to the healthy financial inducements that were offered to attract players to the club. South led the way towards 
semi-professionalism (and occasionally full professionalism) in a bid to match Geelong’s enormous pool of 
football talent earlier in the decade. In 1888 South went on a recruiting spree and the biggest signing was 
Geelong’s goal sneak Tom McShane, who arrived in June, and worked in tandem with veteran forward Tom 
Bushell. South also enticed “Dutchy” Peters from Williamstown and Dick “Chopper” Doran from Port Melbourne. 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   50 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1888
51
Doran was a fine player and a tough no frills defender whose nickname did not refer to his occupation as a 
butcher, or to unfair play, but rather to his habit of chopping down the arms of forwards who attempted to 
catch him in possession. He was the perfect complement to “Sonny” Elms who was exemplary as a tough and 
uncompromising full back. “Clinker” Clarke and “Evergreen” Billy Windley (a future champion) joined the club 
from junior ranks. Jack Clinton from South Ballarat and follower Dick “Jumbo” Kerr from Bendigo were other 
handy acquisitions. With Peter Burns, Bill Docherty, Elms, Alf Gibson, Jim Graham, Fred Graves, Eb. Hill, “Poley 
Mack” McDonald, “Dinnie” McKay, and Harry Purdy, South gathered an imposing list of players with strength, 
skill, and above all, power. This talented group of players was supported by state of the art training methods and 
health insurance to cover any costs associated with football injuries. The club also had a stable squad and only 
fielded about thirty players for the entire season.
Port Melbourne also had keen support from the racing fraternity and used money and gifts to attract players. 
At their Annual General Meeting (AGM) in late March big money was offered by the administration to players 
for on-field success. The prizes that were distributed at the AGM illustrate how players were rewarded in an 
“amateur” era. The following players were awarded for good play in 1887: Daly (E.P. teapot and pair of gold 
bracelets), Darcy (flower stand), Decis (silver stop watch), Doran (gold chain), Dunne (gold chain), Graham 
(silver cup), Hyne (silver cup), Laming (marble clock), Layton (silver watch), P. Mackay, W. Mackay, Morton 
(gold chain), McKnight, McLeod, Parry (silver watch and chain), J. Sharp (gold chain), W. Sharp (chain and 
watch), Taylor (gold ring), Vine (gold bracelets), Wilson (silver vase) and Wyatt (silver watch). 
At Fitzroy’s Annual General Meeting it was announced that Fitzroy Cricket Ground would be a remodelled 
and a new grandstand would be built. The maroon and blue was dealt a major blow when the irreplaceable Jack 
Worrall was called to duty for the Australian cricket team’s tour of England. Ben Page and ex-South Ballarat man 
Jim Hogg were tried as captains in Worrall’s absence, with limited success. Fitzroy, usually modest in its recruiting 
endeavours, was more ambitious in 1888. It was also discriminating and picked up a couple of future stars 
from country teams. These included future premiership captain and half back Tom Banks from Maryborough 
(via Bendigo) and rover Bill “Bice” Cleary from South Ballarat. Defender Bob Ewing returned after a season at 
Melbourne and South Melbourne’s fine follower Bill Docherty came over during the year.
Williamstown’s amalgamation with South Williamstown solved a number of problems. The old club now 
had access to the Williamstown CG and this boosted revenue. “Barkley” Jones was presented with a gift for his 
work with South Williamstown and was then elected as deputy to his namesake Jasper. The club picked up the 
stronger South Williamstown players such as Jones, Johnny Fribbs, Tommy Claringbould, and Don Murray. With 
some old wounds healed Williamstown became a site for a re-gathering of the clans as favourite sons returned 
from far and wide. Jasper Jones came back from Carlton and “Ginger” Worroll returned from Essendon. In late 
June the club picked up ex-Prahran vice-captain F. Baillee and classy defender George “Bud” Williamson from 
Tasmania, though the latter did not stay very long. The club also began to search further afield for new recruiting 
grounds and soon began to select players from the Colac region. The seasiders looked forward to a successful 
season and made sure that it met weaker opponents so that they had a readymade source of premiership points. 
1888 was a good year for Williamstown, but its sense of unity was only temporary, and it would largely struggle 
to find on-field success.
Under the astute leadership of ”Geordie” Smith Richmond accumulated player strength and depth that 
would hold them in good stead in 1888. The club picked up Billy “Monte” Brown an excellent goal sneak from 
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Norwood, as well as old South Melbourne player and test cricketer Tommy Horan. The first stirrings of a revival 
at Essendon were in evidence after it recruited the handy follower Fred Ball from Scotch College, Charlie Finlay 
a fast centreman with goal kicking prowess was picked up from under the nose of Carlton recruiters, and Alick 
Dick a hard working half back from Brunswick also arrived. Unfortunately for the red and black Charles Pearson 
was still out of the colony. At its AGM Hotham changed the club’s name to North Melbourne in accordance 
with the change in the city’s name. It welcomed back Joe Tankard and Eddie Williams after a year of exile at 
Williamstown, but “Dutchy” Peters preferred the greener pastures of South Melbourne. Defender Alf Buncle 
returned from Essendon, but the club lost Wally Johnston to umpiring and backman Arthur Ley to Footscray
Melbourne’s AGM reported that membership had dropped from 195 members in 1887 to 144 in 1888. There 
was discord over a player who had been unfairly excluded from the side in 1887 and it was no secret that the 
club could not attract quality personnel while it adhered so strictly to amateurism. Harold King was appointed as 
the new captain and in order to remedy its poor recruiting record the club enticed Tasmanian star Ken Burn to 
the red and blue. Another prize recruit was Richmond junior Dick Kelly and the first “Dukie” McKenzie - this was 
Alex, a blond haired rover from Coburg. Ted Reynolds and Arthur Rusden also came across from the disbanded 
Prahran, as did “Stacks” Wallace from Williamstown. The amalgamation of St Kilda and Prahran was explained in 
part because the latter could not find a permanent home ground. Whatever the reason, St Kilda cashed in with 
the pick of the Prahran crop and gained players like “Jigger” Morehouse and his brother, the Lavelle brothers, 
goal kickers O’Connor, Alex Collie and J. Madden, defender C.W. Dunn, and Billy Lockett, a future St Kilda 
captain. St Kilda was bound to improve with this injection of talent. In contrast, there was little happening at 
Footscray. Arthur Ley was recruited from North Melbourne and would soon captain the club. University largely 
kept what players it had, but lost Sutton to Carlton and Alfred Joyce to Essendon.
On March 10 Geelong defeated Melbourne in an exhibition match for the touring English cricketers (some 
of them returned later in the year as footballers). The premiership season kicked off on May 5. The reigning 
premier’s first assignment was a visit to the St Kilda Cricket Ground. The Blues wasted their first run with the 
breeze when they managed only one goal from eight scoring shots. St Kilda did not make this mistake when its 
turn came in the next quarter and scored 3.5 to lead by two goals at the main interval. The Saints, with ex-Prahran 
heavyweights “Jigger” Morehouse and fine goal sneak “Dodger” O’Connor (who kicked three goals) were now a 
much tougher proposition, but Carlton settled the game in the third term when it kicked six unanswered goals. 
With Bill Strickland and “Geordie” White in good touch the Blues won with three goals to spare. Fred McKnight’s 
best on ground effort got Port Melbourne off to a winning start against Melbourne. Williamstown had a real 
handful when it hosted archrivals Footscray. With the combined forces of the two Williamstown clubs the home 
side was expected to coast to victory, but it was only its superior performance in the second quarter that won 
it for them. Indeed, the locals spent the second half stonewalling a desperate and tenacious opponent that only 
fell short in the end by a goal. Jasper Jones and “Bud” Williamson were the Town’s best, and Billy Anderson 
was best for the Tricolours. Fitzroy had to fight all the way to overcome visitors Richmond. The sides had a goal 
each at the last break, but two goals to nil in the last term helped the Roys take the points. “Dummy” Muir and 
“Tot” Reddan were best for their sides. Essendon was very lucky to defeat University and had to come back from 
a goal down at three quarter time to do it. North Melbourne drew with South Ballarat, while South Melbourne 
and Geelong met junior clubs.
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Carlton had an easy time against University in its next game on May 12. “Geordie” White and Bill Strickland 
were again at the forefront for the Blues, and goal sneak W. Green kicked four goals, in the 13.14 to 3.1 victory. 
St Kilda almost got the better of visitors Geelong. The Pivots were three goals to the good at half time, but a great 
third term from the Saints made things even at the last change before Thompson snaffled the winner for the blue 
and white. “Jigger” Morehouse and Archie Sykes were best for the respective sides. Essendon made it two wins 
from two when it defeated Port Melbourne at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground under difficult circumstances. 
The Dons got off to a great start in the first quarter and Sinclair put them ahead, but at the start of the second 
term Port demanded a player count and Essendon was found to have 21 men on the field. Essendon lost its goal 
and the offending man ‘retired amid a good deal of jeering’ (The Sportsman, 16/5/1888). Port levelled the scores 
(through Billy Hanneysee) by the end of the first half, but the Dons gained a two-goal break in the third, and this 
was enough to see them home. Captain Bill Fleming was best for Essendon as was Hanneysee for Port. The fine 
play of Jim McRaile and three goals from W. Schmidt helped Fitzroy to a resounding victory over Williamstown. 
Richmond, thanks in part to South Australian recruit Billy Brown’s five goals, recorded a stunning record-win 
over Footscray — 9.14 to 0.5. Once again, “Tot” Reddan was Richmond’s best. Melbourne got on top in the 
second half to defeat North Melbourne, and South Melbourne defeated Ballarat Imperial. 
On May 19 Geelong had little trouble dealing with Port Melbourne on Corio Oval. Leading by a goal at the 
first break the Pivots gradually increased their advantage to win six-two. Three goals from Will Docherty helped 
South Melbourne to an easy victory at Footscray. At the Williamstown Cricket Ground, Williamstown captain 
Jasper Jones was presented with a Williamstown flag that was blue with a yellow border and had the letters 
“W.F.C.” in blue and yellow in the centre. The crowd offered three rousing cheers to celebrate the presentation. 
The locals then inflicted Essendon’s first loss for the year, although they were only able to get away in the final 
quarter. Forward Dick “Bloomer” Salt had a good day out and secured three of his sides four goals. “Barkley” 
Jones was best man on the ground. Melbourne lost to Ballarat, and St Kilda’s failure against South Ballarat kept 
them winless.
On the same day Norwood played its first match of its Victorian tour against Carlton at the MCG in front of 
15,000 patrons. The sides put on a magnificent exhibition of football and it was considered one of the best games 
ever seen. The Blues were too powerful for the visitors in the first half and cruised to a six-nil lead at the main 
interval. Norwood however showed considerable character and ability in the third quarter when it kicked five 
answered goals to storm back into the contest and went into the final term only a goal down. The last quarter was 
a thrilling spectacle, but eventually Carlton landed the goal that sealed a seven-five victory, although Norwood 
had more scoring shots. “Geordie” White and Ivo Crapp were best for the home side as were George Coombe 
(who had played a game for Carlton during their 1887 tour of SA) and W.R. Dixon for Norwood. T.S. Marshall 
recalled that it was ‘The best exposition of our game I ever saw … a splendidly open game with magnificent 
kicking, marking, and running, fought out goal by goal to the finish, and withal with such a fine spirit that the 
victors, vanquished, and the umpire Mr. Trait received quite an ovation on its termination’.1 
The South Australian’s next game was against Port Melbourne on the Queen’s Birthday and they came up 
short in a tough game that the home side won 2.10 to 1.7. Norwood did better two days later when it drew with 
Geelong in another great game. The visitors had a three-goal lead at half time, but couldn’t keep the Pivots out 
1 T.S. Marshall, The Rise and Progress of the Australian Game of Football, April 24 1896, photocopy, M.C.C. Library, p. 13.
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in a game that ended five-all. Charles Woods kicked two and was Norwood’s best. Tom McShane got three for 
Geelong and Sykes was its best. On May 29 the tourists won their first game when they got on top in the second 
half against Ballarat to win seven-three. Jack Woods was best on the ground for the winners.
In May and June Fitzroy won all five games in its tour of New South Wales. On May 31 the Roys kicked 
an astonishing 22.24 against a Newcastle district team. On June 4 Fitzroy hoped to play the touring England 
team in Sydney, but the English refused to play by Victorian Rules. In other tours, Melbourne travelled to New 
South Wales in late June and added Queensland to the itinerary. The Fuchsias defeated a Brisbane combination 
by six-three, and four-one, and also beat a representative Ipswich side. On the way home the Reds narrowly 
defeated a Sydney team. At the same time Carlton went to Tasmania. This was not a happy tour and marked 
an unfortunate turning point in the premier’s fortunes. The Blues lost the opener against South Tasmania after 
leading at three quarter time (where the locals employed a time clock that was better than the Victorian ones). 
Carlton recovered sufficiently to defeat the City Club with five goals to spare, but had to fight all the way to get 
past South Tassie in the re-match on June 30. After this work out the Blues returned to Victoria to resume the 
premiership season, and almost immediately things started going wrong. In July, Geelong toured Tasmania and 
had plenty of competition. They defeated the Railway club and North Tasmania, but lost and drew against South 
Tasmania. In August, Essendon toured Adelaide and did extremely well defeating Adelaide, South Adelaide and 
Norwood, and drawing with Port Adelaide.
On the Queen’s Birthday the VFA held a double header at the MCG. Melbourne played Carlton in the 
morning and North Melbourne played Geelong in the afternoon. There were many special games between 
Geelong and North Melbourne on the Queen’s Birthday, but rarely, if ever as good as this one. Within a minute 
of the start Dick Groves kicked a goal for Geelong. The wind had been taken out of their sails, but North kicked 
off and rover Billy Carroll, who had a marvellous day, led a counter charge that soon saw North back on level 
terms. Alec Boyd then restored Geelong’s lead before Carroll levelled again. North’s persistence was rewarded 
when a goal from “Whalebone” Johnston put them three-two ahead at the first change. In the second quarter 
it didn’t take long before Geelong restored parity, via Reid, and then North was ahead again, before Goddard 
made it four-all. The game was an exhilarating display of fast and open play, and Eddie Williams kicked North’s 
fifth goal from a place kick. Whenever Geelong clawed back the northerners kicked ahead again. However, the 
Pivots refused to be denied and Tom McShane made it five-all. Then, after receiving a free kick, Carroll passed 
to Gibson who gave North a six-five lead at half time. North got off to a great start in the third term. It rushed 
forward and Gibson passed to Williams who kicked to Carroll who made it seven-five. Geelong was on the 
ropes as Gibson’s place kick hit the post before Carroll kicked his third and North’s eighth goal. North was now 
well placed with a three-goal buffer and held the whip hand. Geelong however slowly began to recover and 
Tom Parkin, Jim Julien and Dave Hickinbotham became influential players before Alec Boyd’s long kick for goal 
just cleared the pack for a major to give Geelong some hope. Houston responded with a behind for North and 
after some to and fro play Bailey kicked the Pivot’s seventh goal. North thus retained a narrow lead at the last 
break. With everything at stake the game became even faster. After much up and down play Reid once again 
put Geelong back on level terms and the match ended eight-all. The Sportsman reported ‘It was one of the most 
exciting and best played games seen in Melbourne for many a day, and both teams were vociferously cheered 
when it was over’ (30/5/1888).
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Carlton displayed superb form against the Fuchsias. Starting with the breeze the Blues set off at a blistering 
pace and kicked four unanswered goals in the first quarter. Melbourne hit back in the second term, but the Blues 
still held a two-goal advantage at the long break. Carlton added three more goals in the third quarter and went on 
to record a convincing victory. Alby Coulson secured four goals for the winners. Billy Strickland and the Coulson 
brothers were best for the defending premiers in their third win of the year. In other matches, Richmond and 
Williamstown drew with Ballarat teams, University lost to Kyneton in their annual contest, and South Melbourne 
easily accounted for Sandhurst where “Dinnie” McKay kicked five goals.
On May 26 Carlton brushed aside an insipid Essendon at the MCG. The Blues blasted four past the Dons in 
the second quarter, which set them up for a seven-one win. Mick Whelan did well for the Blues. At home South 
Melbourne was far too good for Richmond. South got well on top as the afternoon progressed and triumphed 
seven-one. Arthur Brown picked up three goals for the winners. Williamstown proved that it was on the way 
up when it outlasted visitors Port Melbourne to record its first ever win against that club. The Town began in 
sensational fashion when it popped in four goals to nil in the opening quarter. The locals spent the rest of the 
afternoon defending this lead and although Billy Hanneysee and the rest of the Port side fought hard to get back, 
it was a goalless second half. Jasper Jones was the winner’s best, but was reported by umpire Trait for abusive 
language. St Kilda recorded its first win of the season in fine style with a brilliant last quarter at North Melbourne. 
Scores were level at three quarter time, but the Saints booted three goals in the last to win 5.11 to 2.5. “Dodger” 
O’Connor collected three for the Saints and “Jigger” Morehouse put in another splendid effort. George Sykes 
was best for the northerners who weren’t playing badly but couldn’t take a trick. Footscray won its first game of 
the season against University. Only ten University players turned up to play and when the visitors saw that the 
Western Oval was a quagmire argued that the ground was not fit to play on. Footscray laughed off the complaint 
and obliged University to play. The students had to take on ten substitutes, two of which were taken from the 
crowd. The tricolours won four-nil.
Carlton displayed excellent form in May and won all its matches. South Melbourne and Fitzroy also had 
100 per cent records (and shared a ratio of 20.00). Just outside the top three was Geelong with two wins out of 
three. Williamstown surprised with its solid start to the year and was fifth after winning three and drawing one of 
its first five games. South Ballarat was sixth and Ballarat and Essendon were equal seventh. Richmond was just 
below them. St Kilda was in equal tenth spot with Port Melbourne, North Melbourne, Melbourne and Footscray 
(all with the same ratio of 5.00), Ballarat Imperial and University were the cellar dwellers. Carlton’s Alby Coulson 
led the goal kicking with nine goals.
The first big match of the year was played on June 2 when undefeated teams Geelong and South Melbourne 
met at the Corio Oval. This was a mighty battle between 1887’s second and third placed teams. Geelong was 
at full strength, barring Phil McShane, and South was similarly well represented as only follower Will Docherty 
(who had moved on to Fitzroy) was missing from its ranks. Around 6,000 barrackers saw “Sonny” Elms win the 
toss, and the visitors take full advantage of the wind. Showing superior teamwork and plenty of pace South 
was constantly on the attack. Geelong defended as well as could be expected but South scored three goals in 
the first 20 minutes and led by that margin at quarter time. The Pivots looked to redress the situation with the 
wind, but were unexpectedly put on the defensive as South continued to threaten until Peter Burns (in a best 
on ground performance) kicked a magnificent goal from 60 metres against the breeze. The southerners added 
two more goals before Geelong got its first late in the quarter. At half-time Geelong faced a five-goal deficit and 
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was completely shell-shocked. South had totally outclassed the Pivots and demonstrated what an awesome unit 
it had become. 
After the break South went on with the business and took complete control. Its dangerous runners Burns, 
Purdy and Peters, plus the great forward work of McKay and Brown, meant that South powered over the locals. 
It extended the margin to seven goals at the last break and came out winners 8.8 to 1.4. Burns was superb and 
kicked three goals. “Dutchy” Peters also played well, as did Archie Sykes for the Pivots. Geelong had suffered the 
heaviest defeat in its history, and its first loss at home since September 1885. The Pivots muttered about South 
playing “Chopper” Doran and Wyatt without proper accreditation, but the reality was that South Melbourne’s 
brilliant team was ready to assume the mantel as the colony’s next superlative football dynasty. South had highly 
skilled players and power. As the Geelong Advertiser freely admitted, ‘Every kick showed power, and the marking 
was a certainty, no matter how many of the Geelong players tried to prevent it’ (4/6/1888). The key to South’s 
success was the development of a style of play that adapted Geelong’s clockwork system of team play with 
strength, weight and power. After South Melbourne’s great win over Geelong a J.E. Cullen produced a poem 
in celebration of the feat and produced a pamphlet that was distributed throughout the suburb. It read in part: 
“A great crowd had collected in front of Boyle and Scott’s.
As they anxiously awaited for the wire at six o’clock;
The crowd was getting frenzied, and excitement at its height,
When they posted up the wire and it told for Red and White.
The people scarce believed it — Geelong so easily done –
Although the wire plainly said South had eight goals to one;
Believe then they couldn’t, but now they know it’s right,
Geelong were fairly vanquished by the famous Red and White.”
(Football Scrapbook, Private Collection)
Carlton was the other powerhouse at this stage of the season and continued to dispose of opponents with 
relative ease. The Blues were a well-drilled outfit and were always focused on the ball. The premiers took North 
Melbourne apart by eight goals and accumulated twenty-three scoring shots to two. The winner’s Alick Gellatley 
was best player on the ground kicking four goals in the club’s eighth consecutive victory (including the win over 
Norwood). This run had begun in September 1887. Surprisingly, Williamstown came up short against Essendon 
at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Dons worked their way to a three-goal lead at half time, and did 
enough thereafter to take the points. St Kilda defeated Footscray, and Melbourne narrowly snuck past University. 
Richmond beat Ballarat Imperial and Port Melbourne won at Ballarat. Port started with the breeze and led by two 
goals at the first break, but Ballarat pulled one back by half time. The Portonians led three-one at the last break. 
In the final term Ballarat tried to restore parity, but the Port players shamelessly kicked the ball out of bounds 
and used a wide range of other tricks to waste time. This included taking an inordinate amount of time to set up 
the ball for place kicks. These tactics won them the game but not many friends in Ballarat.
With barely enough time to recover from its demoralizing loss to South Melbourne, Geelong confronted the 
reigning premiers at the MCG on June 9. A phenomenal 18-22,000 people attended, and such was the crush, 
a part of a verandah at the ground collapsed and some spectators were injured. Geelong welcomed back Phil 
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McShane and Carlton included veteran Billy Goer. In a highly entertaining game Carlton outlasted Geelong to 
maintain its unbeaten run. The first quarter was even but Carlton edged ahead towards the end of the second 
term. The Pivots got the better of the play in the third quarter, but could not find a goal, which did not help 
their morale. Carlton began brilliantly in the final term and Whelan grabbed a fourth goal. Geelong rallied, and 
Phil McShane pulled a goal back, but the Blues dominated proceedings thereafter and goaled once again despite 
Geelong’s hard working defence. The final score was Carlton 5.4 to the Pivots 3.5. Mick Whelan was best on 
the ground and Carlton recorded its sixth senior win of the season. In contrast, Geelong had suffered its second 
consecutive loss, the first time this had occurred since 1876.
South Melbourne made it five wins in a row with a slashing win over Essendon, a team that made life 
sometimes difficult for the southerners. After an even first quarter the confident South pushed ahead to lead at 
half time. It pressed home its advantage in the second half to win 8.16 to 1.7. Fred Graves and Peter Burns did 
well for the winners. St Kilda secured its first ever win over Fitzroy at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground. It was a tough 
contest up to three quarter time when the Roys held a slight lead, but St Kilda kicked three of the last four goals 
to register a narrow win. O’Connor was doing a great job for the Saints in front of goal and kicked two, while 
“Gillie” Wilson played the game of the forty. Richmond secured another win over Melbourne. The yellow and 
black gained a two-goal break in the second quarter and held that margin thereafter. Herb Morton was best for 
the winners and Ed Griffith did well for the Redlegs. Williamstown defeated local rivals Footscray for the second 
time in 1888. Ernie Warren of the renowned Warren family kicked three for the winners and Harry Ryde (later 
to die from tuberculosis) played a great game for them. North Melbourne finally chalked up its first win of the 
season when it powered past Port Melbourne in the second half. Dick Houston and “Whalebone” Johnston 
scored two goals each.
England journeyed to Victoria to play Carlton at the MCG on June 16. A capacity crowd estimated to be 
between 25-30,000 spectators packed the ground to see how the Englishmen would go against the premiers. The 
tourists were novices at the Victorian game so the Blues had little trouble. They tripled England’s scoring shots 
and won by fourteen goals to three. Strickland and Leydin did well for Carlton as did Anderton and Bumby for 
the English. The tourists spent the next month trekking between Melbourne and the regions. On June 20 they 
defeated Bendigo five-one. Once again Anderton did well for the tourists. The next day they drew one-all with 
Castlemaine and A.E. Stoddart was best man on the ground for England. On June 23 they returned to Melbourne 
for a game against South Melbourne. Anderton was again in fine fettle for the Englishmen but Brown, O’Meara 
and Purdy saw South home by seven goals to three. The following week England went rural again and in front 
of a big crowd of 5,000 lost to Maryborough by a goal. Two days later they were no match for South Ballarat, 
losing seven-three. 
England was back in Melbourne on June 30 and was completely overwhelmed by Fitzroy who slammed on 
five goals to nil in the opening quarter and went on to amass twelve goals by game’s end. “Rappi” Rapiport was 
best for the maroon and blue as was A.E. Stoddart for England. The win came at a cost as the Roys’ goal kicker 
E. Brown broke his collarbone. On Tuesday July 3 Port Melbourne played England at the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. A smallish crowd watched a Port side that included Carlton follower McInerney, North’s Dick Houston, 
and jockey “Jimmy” King. England played ex-Fitzroy and Essendon man P.G. McShane (who was also the 
Englishmen’s coach/trainer) and ex-Ballarat, Essendon and Geelong player “Taffy” Lawler. This was one of the 
closest contests of the international tour and although England led all day, Port Melbourne pipped them at the 
post to win 7.15 to 6.11. Billy Hanneysee kicked three goals for the locals. Haslam and Paul were England’s best. 
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During the tour a dispute broke out between England and the MCC. The MCG was booked for England’s 
return match against Carlton, but the Brits pulled out after a disagreement about the distribution of gate money. 
On July 18 England had its biggest win of the tour when it defeated Horsham six-nil, however, they were less 
fortunate against Ballarat Imperial two days later going down by four goals to one. On July 21 the English 
played a fine game to defeat Ballarat five-four on the Saxon Paddock. The weather conditions likely helped the 
Englishmen as it snowed during the game. On their return to the country on July 25 they defeated Sandhurst 
three-two. Sandhurst defender Buchan mistakenly kicked a goal for England. For some reason it was allowed 
and became the deciding goal. The English won again the next day at Kyneton. A.E. Stoddart was England’s best, 
and he was in great form again two days later against Essendon on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground when 
he kicked all three goals in a match England lost. After concluding its schedule of Victorian matches England 
moved onto South Australia.
On June 16 South Melbourne hosted Fitzroy and found an adversary that refused to yield to the former’s 
power game. This was in part because Fitzroy’s heavyweight followers were able to match South’s strength in 
this area. The sides were neck and neck all day. At each break scores were level, including the final result, which 
was two-all. Fitzroy’s Tom Banks was best on ground, a feat he would repeat on many subsequent occasions. 
Peter Burns was best for South. Geelong broke a two-game drought by defeating visitors Ballarat five-three. The 
Pivots always held the upper hand but were hardly convincing despite the fact that Phil McShane returned to his 
old form with four goals. Before the game against North Melbourne, locals Richmond was presented with a new 
club flag and then proceeded to defeat the visitors five-four in a keenly fought contest. North got an early break 
and led at half time, but Richmond pegged them back in the second half and eventually succeeded by a narrow 
margin to record its third straight win. Port Melbourne returned to winning form against visitors Essendon. Billy 
Hanneysee kicked two of Port’s three goals and was its best player. Williamstown went to St Kilda and came 
away with a well-earned win, which was ensured in the last quarter with goals from Warren and Henderson. 
The Saints had only themselves to blame for the loss for they were only able to secure one goal from 18 scoring 
shots. This loss also ended St Kilda’s three-game winning streak. 
On June 23 Carlton was in Tasmania and South Melbourne was playing England, but Geelong blew an 
opportunity to make up ground on these two when it had to share the points with visitors North Melbourne in 
a three-all draw. North started well and Billy Carroll and Jack Rushford goaled to give them a half time lead. 
In the second half Dave Hickinbotham stepped up his game and urged his men on, but North was stubborn 
and prevented Geelong from taking a win. Richmond’s season was going along swimmingly and it secured its 
fourth win in a row against University, as well as gathering another nine-goal return. Richmond’s five-goal third 
quarter was the match highlight. Billy Brown and G. Dunne kicked three goals each. Port’s Fred McKnight was 
brilliant in that team’s win at Fitzroy. Port jumped the Roys and skipped to a two-goal lead at quarter time. The 
maroon and blue, led by Ben Page, pulled a goal back but still trailed at half time. The sides went at it with great 
determination in the second half, but Port protected its lead and prevailed 5.8 to 4.5. Williamstown recorded its 
fourth straight win by overcoming Footscray, but Jasper Jones was reported again, this time for rough play (the 
charge was not sustained). Essendon and St Kilda drew in a highly entertaining game at the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. The Dons were two goals down at the last change but “Jockey” Fitzpatrick’s goal saved the 
match for them.
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   58 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1888
59
On June 30 South Melbourne’s undefeated run came to a shuddering halt against Richmond. Things ran 
according to plan early on when South led at quarter time, but thereafter a vibrant Richmond completely took 
over in what was its best ever win (pre-1897). South didn’t kick a goal after quarter time while the yellow and 
black booted five goals to record a 6.5 to 2.9 win. Charlie Stephens and “Geordie” Smith led the way for the 
locals, and its forward Billy “Monte” Brown was a goal sneak who could finish the business. Not even South’s 
vaunted defence could prevent Brown from collecting three majors. “Jumbo” Kerr was best for the losers in the 
season’s boil over result. Thanks to the great play and leadership of Dave Hickinbotham, the visiting Pivots had 
little trouble taking the laurels from Melbourne. Port Melbourne was in good form and secured its third straight 
win over Williamstown. St Kilda inflicted University’s sixth loss while North Melbourne defeated Essendon in a 
great game. The Dons started with the breeze and led by three goals at the first change, but North was level by 
the long break. The Dons didn’t do enough with the breeze in the third term and its one goal lead at the last 
change was never going to be enough. North went on to take the game 6.16 to 5.7. Footscray failed to score in 
its loss to Ballarat.
At the end of June Carlton was still on its Tasmanian tour but was on top with six wins from six premiership 
matches, and was well placed to retain its premium place. South Melbourne was in second and was also doing 
very well having won five and drawn one from seven games. South Ballarat was undefeated in third place. 
Richmond, South’s conquerors, was in fourth place, a rare feat for this side prior to 1897. Next on the list was 
Williamstown, which had six wins of ten games, and Geelong was also thereabouts. The group of teams below 
Geelong included Port Melbourne in sixth and Fitzroy, St Kilda and Ballarat in equal seventh. Then came North 
Melbourne and Essendon. The last group of performers included Melbourne, Ballarat Imperial, Footscray and 
University. Richmond’s Billy Brown shared the goal kicking honours with St Kilda’s “Dodger” O’Connor — both 
had 14 goals.
On July 7 the North Melbourne Recreation Reserve held a crowd of around 8,000 for North’s clash with 
ladder leaders Carlton, which was playing its first game after returning from Tasmania. In a surprising result, 
the northerners held the premiers to a draw. The Blues had a slight lead at the first break but North was much 
stronger in the second term and led at half time. Carlton restored parity in the third quarter, and the game ended 
two-all. The spectators (probably on both sides) were extremely upset with the umpire’s decisions and police 
had to escort him from the ground. George Sykes played a fine game for the home side and Jack Baker did well 
for the Blues. Fitzroy gave a very good account of itself at Geelong, but could not secure a victory. For the third 
consecutive week the sterling Dave Hickinbotham led by example and the Pivots came from behind at half time 
to win six-four. Goal sneak Phil McShane kicked four goals for the locals. South Melbourne bounced back from 
its shock loss to Richmond by wrapping up its game against archrivals Port Melbourne by half time. Despite 
Billy Hanneysee’s best efforts, goals from “Dinnie” McKay and the good play of Harry Purdy and “Jumbo” 
Kerr delivered a comfortable South victory. After the greatest win in its history Richmond was held to a five-all 
draw with visitors St Kilda after the locals had the game well in hand at three quarter time. At least Richmond’s 
unbeaten run was extended to six games — a record run for the club prior to 1897. Williamstown was plagued 
by inconsistent form and was easily beaten by Ballarat. Melbourne recorded a rare win over Essendon at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground after holding sway all day, and Footscray secured its first win in four games when it 
overcame University.
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On July 14 Carlton met South Melbourne, its most formidable challenger, at the MCG. A crowd estimated 
to be between 30-35,000 was the largest ever to attend a football game. Both clubs had six wins and a draw, 
but Carlton had not been beaten. The Blues began this top of the table clash in confident fashion and passed 
the ball with great proficiency. Alick Gellatley put them into the lead and Green added a second goal before 
Jack Clinton pulled one back for South. The premiers were in great touch and led at the first break, but things 
changed dramatically in the second term. First, the dynamic Peter “The Great” Burns kicked a magnificent long 
goal to equal the scores. Then “Dinnie” McKay let loose with two goals before Tom McShane added a fifth. 
South played champagne football in this quarter and totally stunned Carlton. Worse was to come in the third 
quarter when “Clinker” Clarke kicked South’s sixth goal just 30 seconds after the recommencement. The Blues 
came back but Gellatley was laid out after taking a mark in front of goal and he subsequently missed an easy 
chance, and his point was the only score for the Blues in the term. In contrast, South was having a field day. 
Jamie Reid place-kicked another goal and then best on grounder McKay kicked his third (and South’s eighth). 
The red and white thus went to the last break six goals to the good. The final quarter went much the same way 
as the third as South booted another three goals while a demoralised Carlton only added two behinds and had 
failed to kick a goal after quarter time. The Blues had no answer to South’s superlative play and was thumped 
11.9 to 2.6. The southerners had completed a magnificent victory while Carlton suffered an ignominious defeat, 
for it was its greatest losing margin in its history. The Blues would now have to respond brilliantly to retain its 
claims on the 1888 title. 
While South Melbourne was obliterating Carlton’s confidence before a record attendance at the MCG, 
Geelong snuck past Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of a paltry crowd of 220 people 
(mainly officials and those who could not get into the MCG). Hugh McLean’s return to form had much to do with 
the Pivots’ victory, and although Geelong was unconvincing, it was still on a winning trajectory. Port Melbourne 
stayed top three after upsetting locals Richmond. Port held the upper hand all day and won easily with six goals 
to spare. Charlie McLeod kicked three goals for the winners and Billy Hanneysee played the game of the forty. 
Fitzroy recorded a narrow home win over Melbourne, and University obtained its only points of the season 
against Ballarat Imperial. North Melbourne never let St Kilda into the game at the St Kilda Cricket Ground (which 
was undergoing improvements). Dick Houston collected two goals for the winners as did “Fancy” McCoy for 
the Saints.
On July 21 the South machine rolled on against visitors North Melbourne. In a high standard encounter 
North refused to be a pushover and made South battle hard to earn its half time lead. The southerners however 
were only temporarily constrained and went on to win well. Things went from bad to worse for Carlton when 
it travelled to Williamstown and copped a four-goal beating. The Blues struggled all day but were able to hold 
the seasiders until the final quarter when the home side kicked three unanswered goals to romp it in. Johnny 
Fribbs performed very well for the Townites. Once again, Jasper Jones was reported when he called the umpire 
a ‘wooden head that ought to be stuffed’. Port Melbourne secured a fine win over St Kilda after leading by 
a whopping eight goals at three quarter time. The Saints kicked four goals in the final term to bring some 
respectability to their account. Charlie McLeod secured a hat trick for the winners and Billy Hanneysee played 
a fine game, although he upset the St Kilda team with his rough play. Richmond also collected eight goals in its 
big win over Footscray. The yellow and black had a stranglehold on the game by half time and didn’t let go of 
its advantage. Fitzroy always had the upper hand against Essendon and came away with an easy victory.
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On July 28 Carlton recovered some ground against Fitzroy when it secured its first win in three games in 
front of an 11,000 strong audience at the MCG. Fitzroy, led by Jim Hogg (the ex-South Ballarat captain), worked 
hard but Carlton got better as the game progressed and won easily in the end (five-one). The winner’s Bill Bailey 
was best on the ground. Carlton’s improved performance was in part due to a more intense training regimen but 
it also needed a bit of luck if it was going to stay in the premiership race. South Melbourne gained another win 
over Melbourne to make it four in a row. Ex-Geelong man Tom McShane kicked three goals for South. Jimmy 
Young and Peter Burns also did well for the winners and Eddie Fox was an able defender for Melbourne. St Kilda 
bounced back after its loss to Port by thrashing hapless University. “Fancy” McCoy had a day out and bagged 
five goals in a best on ground effort. Port Melbourne proved to be Richmond’s nemesis in 1888 and defeated the 
yellow and black for the second time in three weeks. This seriously undermined Richmond’s chances of gaining 
a top three finish. In an exciting match Richmond got its nose in front in the second quarter and led by two at the 
main interval. Port however came back in the third term with goals to Jack Sharp and Bogle and it was level at 
three quarter time. In the final term Billy Hanneysee kicked the winning goal in Port’s 5.11 to 4.3 victory. “Buck” 
Morton played a grand game for the winners. In this game, Port’s Tom Graham decided to wage a personal war 
against his former club and was reported for rough play (he earned a two-week suspension). Historian Terry 
Keenan believes that gambling influenced the outcome of this match and has stated, ‘At half time Richmond led 
4.1 to 2.2 and their jubilant supporters offered 3 to 2 on Richmond winning. According to the Standard, ‘several 
local men in the know quietly took all that was available and then sat back and watched their team go on to 
win the game … Obviously this episode can only have occurred with the connivance of at least some of the Port 
Melbourne players, and perhaps some Richmond players’.2
At the end of July South Melbourne had nine wins from eleven games and was clearly the best team at this 
stage. Carlton was certainly not out of the picture, but needed South to slip up to make its task easier. Geelong 
had improved sufficiently to gain a top three place and remained an outside chance for the premiership. 
Williamstown also continued to record good results and looked settled in fourth. Poor results in July cost 
Richmond a place in the top three, and it was now in equal fifth place with big improvers Port Melbourne. The 
Ballarat clubs weren’t getting enough games to be able to provide an accurate reflection of their ability vis-à-
vis the other senior clubs. Fitzroy, St Kilda, North Melbourne, Melbourne and Essendon made up the mid-table 
positions. Below the Dons were Footscray and University. University looked a certainty for the wooden spoon. 
In senior matches Richmond’s Billy Brown led the goal kickers with 19 majors.
Carlton’s revival proved to be short lived when it came a cropper against Richmond at the University Reserve 
on August 4. Although Jack Baker was in excellent form the yellow and black, led by the fine play of “Geordie” 
Smith and Billy Brown, held a three-goal lead at three quarter time. Carlton set to work in the final term to 
pull the match out of the fire and Green kicked a goal early in the term. However, any chance the Blues had 
of staging a comeback was ended when the crowd encroached onto the ground and forced play to stop 15 
minutes early. Carlton complained to the VFA, but Richmond claimed the win and the VFA backed the latter. It 
was Richmond’s first ever win over the Blues, and the yellow and black were now back in the hunt for a top 
three place. Carlton’s third loss for the season just about ended its hopes of securing back-to-back premierships 
and rumours began to circulate that Leydin’s leadership was less than satisfactory. The loss was also somewhat 
2 Terry Keenan, Kicking into the Wind: A History of the Formative Years of the Port Melbourne Football Club 1874-1891 (Walla Walla Press, 
2004), p. 55.
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deserved for Carlton as Richmond originally asked to play the game at the Richmond Cricket Ground to help 
improve their financial condition. Carlton however refused to help and insisted on playing at the university 
ground, a decision that cost it dearly.
After returning from Adelaide, Geelong had a real handful during the first half of its match against a 
determined Port Melbourne. The Pivots failed to goal in the first half, but a three-goal burst in the third term 
was enough to see them through by a narrow margin. Archie Sykes and Hugh McLean did best for Geelong, 
while “Llamo” Vine was the locals’ best. Once again Port’s supporters were very unhappy with the umpiring. 
In this instance, umpire Sam Thewlis was hooted and hustled and had sand thrown into his face. Geelong had 
already lost John McShane to rheumatic fever, and this match was to prove to be the last for champion Harry 
Steedman. After playing a game in 1887 Steedman caught pleurisy. He returned a year later for this encounter, 
but then caught pneumonia. This eventually turned into tuberculosis and he died from this condition in July 
1891 at the age of 28. In other matches, Peter Burns was in fine touch during South’s comfortable home victory 
over Essendon. Melbourne gained a creditable draw in a low scoring contest with Fitzroy. “Dukie” McKenzie was 
Melbourne’s best, as was Jim McRaile for the maroons. Footscray turned the tables on St Kilda when it triumphed 
at home. Williamstown thrashed University 10.23 to 2.3 at the Williamstown Cricket Ground where rover Andy 
Henderson obtained five goals. 
Carlton and Port Melbourne entertained the crowd in a great game at the MCG on August 11. The Blues 
started with the breeze and kicked to a three-goal lead. By half time Port was back on equal terms. The reigning 
premiers edged ahead again in the third quarter and eventually won out 6.10 to Port’s 5.10. Jack Baker put in 
another superb performance and Billy Hanneysee was equally valuable for his side. Geelong easily brushed 
Footscray aside by ten goals to three, and South Melbourne kicked one of its highest ever VFA scores (16.14) 
against Ballarat Imperial. Jim Page and Peter Burns gained four goals each for the victors. Richmond found it very 
tough going at St Kilda but still managed to win after a goalless first half. The Saints were very unhappy with 
Richmond’s “roughhouse” tactics, which was a style of play the yellow and black had acquired a reputation for 
during the year. Williamstown convincingly defeated South Ballarat and Tommy Claringbould booted four goals 
for the winners. Unfortunately, some players were in dispute with the Town and “Gib” Currie, “Dinah” Griffin 
and Bobby Gibbs did not play. The problem arose after Currie played with a junior team when Williamstown 
had a week off. In response, the committee prevented him from playing until the VFA made a ruling about his 
permit status. The other two players withdrew in support of their teammate. In other matches, North Melbourne 
got away from Fitzroy in the final quarter to record a two-goal win and Melbourne secured a fairly comfortable 
victory over University. 
On August 18 Carlton recovered its old form and had too much firepower for visitors Williamstown. 
Williamstown toughed it out for most of the day, but Carlton’s last quarter burst of four unanswered goals put 
an end to the contest. W. Green was in great goal kicking touch for the Blues and secured five out of the team’s 
seven goals. Followers Wally McKechnie and Jack Baker also did well for Carlton, as did “Bud” Williamson for 
the Townites. Williamstown’s “Gib” Currie and Bobby Gibbs were still on the outer and things got worse for the 
club when “Barkley” Jones and Harry Smith were reported for using abusive language towards umpire Trait. 
They were both suspended for the rest of the season. Despite the fact that Geelong won four-three at North 
Melbourne, and extended its unbeaten run to eight games, the side tired badly in the second half because of a 
lack of condition. The Pivots led four-nil at half time, but had to fight desperately at the end to claim the four 
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points in a match where the goal umpires signaled goals by hoisting two red flags. After the game, a furious 
Dave Hickinbotham accused Geelong’s players of neglecting their training and handed in his resignation. An 
ill Harry Steedman however convinced Hickinbotham to withdraw his resignation until the issue was resolved. 
The Geelong players then visited the captain at his home and pledged their loyalty and willingness to follow 
his instructions. Hickinbotham relented and it was hoped that this flare-up might inspire the players to train on 
a regular basis. In other games, Port Melbourne suffered a third consecutive defeat to Fitzroy. Tom Banks was 
in fine form for the maroon and blue, which just held out a fast finishing Port by five goals to four. St Kilda was 
brilliant against Melbourne. The Fuchsias were not given an inch all day as the Saints finished them off with ten 
goals to three. “Toby” Stiffe and “Gillie” Wilson were best for the Saints. To rub salt into the wound Melbourne 
player Fred Burton left to play for St Kilda after being omitted from the side. Melbourne’s poor selection 
decisions were further damaging the struggling club.
On August 25 South Melbourne continued to overcome other contenders and beat Port Melbourne to 
record its seventh straight win. Despite a best on ground effort from Billy Hanneysee, the Southerners had too 
much firepower for Port, especially in the last quarter when they kicked four goals to one to record a 8.10 to 
3.4 victory. “Dinnie” McKay’s kicking for goal was particularly brilliant and he had quickly established himself 
as one of the game’s premium forwards. Alf Gibson was a late replacement for the winners so had to play the 
game wearing his street trousers. The premiership finally slipped from Carlton’s grasp after it was defeated by 
Essendon. The Dons broke a run of eight games without a win (its worst run in the VFA) against the reigning 
premiers. The Blues seemed to have completely lost touch with the spirit that had given them such a stellar year 
in 1887. Charlie Finlay kicked three goals for the winners and old Essendonian “Gobbo” Cairns returned to the 
fray and was his team’s best in a much-appreciated victory. Geelong was disappointing in a four-all draw with 
visitors St Kilda. However, the Saints’ performance was excellent, especially as they were three goals down at 
half time. The visitor’s Billy Lockett played the game of the forty while defender Dan Kearney was best for the 
Pivots. The locals’ lack of stamina again affected their performance, and Geelong could not hope to sustain a 
serious challenge for the premiership under those conditions, despite the fact that they had been unbeaten in 
nine games. Richmond worked hard but lost to visitors Ballarat. Billy Brown kicked three goals for the locals, but 
Coram’s three goals and good work around the ground did the job for Ballarat. Williamstown maintained its push 
for a top three place with a fine win over Fitzroy. The maroon and blue led by two goals at quarter time, but 
thereafter did not add to their goal tally. The Williamstown supporters continually abused the umpire, and more 
bad behaviour was displayed by Fitzroy’s larrikins who called themselves the ‘The Forties’. This youthful gang 
went on the rampage at Williamstown train station after the match. North Melbourne continued on its winning 
way when it recorded a fine seven-two win over Melbourne. 
At this stage of the season South Melbourne continued to rule the roost and had only lost once in fourteen 
contests. Geelong was in second place despite its unimpressive form. The Pivots had three less wins than the red 
and white, but had only lost two games. Carlton was third but was clearly not going to re-claim the premiership. 
Williamstown was breathing down its neck and had ten wins from sixteen games. Richmond was still fifth on 
forty points and Port Melbourne was sixth, followed by North Melbourne and Fitzroy. Below these were St Kilda 
in ninth and Essendon and Melbourne who were equal tenth. Footscray and University made up the rear. In the 
goal kicking stakes, Richmond’s Bill Brown had kicked 25 goals and was six clear of his nearest rival St Kilda’s 
“Dodger” O’Connor.
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South’s undeniable power was fully unleashed when it wiped the floor with Melbourne at the Friendly 
Societies Ground on September 1. The red and white kicked an incredible 18.18, which was a new VFA record 
score. South also registered a record-winning margin of seventeen goals, surpassing Geelong’s fifteen-goal 
margin over Essendon in 1886. “Dinnie” McKay kicked a lazy seven goals. Peter Burns and Harry Purdy were 
unstoppable for the winners. Geelong defeated a hopelessly inaccurate Fitzroy at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground. 
The Roys scored just three goals from twenty-five scoring shots, but still managed to lead at three quarter time. 
For once Geelong finished the stronger, but this was due to Dave Hickinbotham, whose inspirational leadership 
included an equalizing goal early in the final quarter, which was ‘one of his famous long kicks-a sixty yarder — 
with the wind in his favour’ (Geelong Advertiser, 3/9/1888). Hickinbotham and Bob Talbot were Geelong’s better 
players in a four-three victory, but Fitzroy’s Jim Beggs was best on the ground. The inconsistent Port Melbourne 
did more than enough to beat an out-of-form Carlton. The Portonians wrapped up the game in the third quarter 
with a three-goal burst, and ran out winners 6.14 to 3.6. Jack Baker played a lone hand for the Blues and kicked 
all the team’s goals. Hanneysee and Fred McKnight were best in Port’s first ever win over Carlton. The wheels fell 
off Richmond’s bid for a top three finish when it lost four-one to the poorly performing Footscray. The Sportsman 
noted that Richmond and Footscray were no milksops: ‘when these teams begin to play rough, it is hard to say 
which can be rougher’ (5/9/1888). Essendon secured a rare triumph at North Melbourne and St Kilda recorded 
a fairly easy victory against South Ballarat.
On September 8 Carlton belatedly returned to some of its old premiership form against South at the South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground before another big crowd of 20,000 spectators. Before the game Tommy Leydin 
resigned as captain and Billy Strickland assumed the leadership role (Leydin returned as the Blues’ captain the 
following week). Carlton got stuck in immediately and only the home side’s tight defence prevented the Blues 
from scoring an early goal. The spirited visitors kept up the pressure but could only garner behinds. South had 
no such trouble, as in a rare attack, Burns unselfishly passed the ball to “Dinnie” McKay who goaled. The locals 
thus led at the first break despite being the poorer team. It was a tough struggle in the second quarter as both 
sides worked determinedly for an advantage. Burns kicked a nice goal and the visitor’s follower Gellatley went 
close before getting the ball on to Baker who finally slotted Carlton’s opener. South led two-one at the main 
interval. In the third term Mick Whelan went close to equalizing for Carlton, but South regained the edge after 
Harry Purdy’s fine work around the ground led to a Peter Burns goal. The red and white looked to have the 
game won when it held a two-goal break at three quarter time. It also began the last term with a rush but Carlton 
mounted a sustained comeback. Jack Baker was  in supreme form and set up many plays that began to tell in 
Carlton’s favour. Blues’ follower Wally McKechnie went close before Archie Berry kicked a second goal, and 
fittingly Baker booted the equalizer. Both sides had numerous chances after this, but at the call of time the teams 
had to be content with a three-all draw. This entertaining match showcased the cream of Victorian football and 
The Sportsman reported, 
From a spectator’s point of view, the contest was an excellent one right through, as there was some 
magnificent marking both high in the air and out of scrimmages. The kicking was also very good, and 
both teams had runners of great speed, whose frequent spins along the wings were much appreciated 
and applauded. 
The Sportsman, 12/9/1888
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Carlton had checked the high-flying southerners but the red and white now had now extended its unbeaten run 
to nine consecutive games, and was heading towards its second premiership in four years.
Geelong had to fight all the way against visitors Essendon. With the aid of the breeze the Pivots got off to a 
solid start and led by three goals at quarter time. The Dons were level by half time, and scores were still even at 
the last change. The Pivots however were able to outscore their opponents in the final term to snatch a six-five 
victory. Amazingly, Geelong’s unbeaten run now stood at 11 games. Williamstown maintained its good form and 
recorded a convincing victory at Footscray. “Bloomer” Salt was best man on the ground. Unfortunately, there was 
crowd trouble at three quarter time, and police had to restore order after a nasty brawl. North Melbourne easily 
accounted for Richmond in a game that was marred by fights and rough play. St Kilda was finishing the season 
strongly and recorded a narrow victory over visitors Fitzroy. It was a hard fought contest but George Freeman’s 
three goals and Lockett’s good all round play made the difference. Port was too good for visitors Melbourne. After 
an even first half, the home side’s four unanswered goals in the third term sealed the game. Billy Hanneysee, as 
always, was Port’s best performer and kicked two goals. University received a ten-goal thrashing from Ballarat 
Imperial on the Saxon Paddock in what proved to be its last game as a senior club in the VFA.
South Melbourne guaranteed its third VFA premiership when it defeated Geelong at the South Melbourne 
Cricket Ground on September 15. Another bumper attendance of 25,000 (including a couple of thousand from 
Sleepy Hollow) saw South reassert its superiority over the famous Pivots. Geelong was not at full strength for its 
most important match of the season as goal ace Phil McShane and speedster Jim Julien could not play. On a hot 
and windy day however the Pivots began well and displayed fine teamwork. The visitors used little marking to 
work their way up the ground where they scored a couple of behinds before Pat Ryan put them into the lead at 
the six minute mark. The Pivots were outplaying the red and white and Joe McShane soon put them two goals 
up. This goal woke South up and it began to fight back. Geelong offered determined resistance but Fred Graves 
pulled a goal back for the locals just before the first break. Harry Purdy and Peter “The Great” Burns were busy 
for South at the start of the second term and enabled Billy Windley to put them on even terms. The southerners 
now began to warm to their work and it was now their turn to display excellence in little marking and general 
team play. Purdy passed to Burns and he put South into the lead. Geelong responded well to this the challenge, 
and though South was holding players off the ball, the Pivots’ Pat Ryan almost levelled the scores again. The 
southerners however were a goal to the good at the main break. 
Geelong set to work at the start of the third quarter and soon equalized via Bob Talbot. The game then 
became particularly exciting. Geelong’s “Cocky” Robertson set off on a number of dashing runs downfield and 
both sides had good chances to hit the lead. South was also giving the visitors a physical buffeting and this was 
beginning to wear their opponents down. In a see-sawing affair Geelong put in an enormous effort to keep up 
with South, but after Jack Clinton pushed a Geelong defender out of the way, follower Dick ‘Jumbo’ Kerr nipped 
in and put the red and white ahead just before the end of the term. After oranges and lemons at three quarter 
time, the Pivots started the last stanza with purpose, but could not match the home side’s pace and soon began 
to show the strain. After some to and fro play Billy Windley drop-kicked South’s fifth goal and then another 
from Jimmy O’Meara made the game safe. The Pivots rallied towards the end but to no avail as South was able 
to celebrate a six-three premiership-confirming victory. There was no doubt that the red and white was the best 
team during the year and it would soon embark on the greatest period in its history. In contrast, Geelong’s era 
of dominance in Victorian football was now well and truly over. South Melbourne had not lost to Geelong for 
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two years and its victory also ended the Pivot’s eleven-game undefeated run. Indeed, South would maintain its 
dominance over Geelong for another five years and was the only club to get the better of win-loss ratios against 
Geelong in head-to-head contests in the pre-VFL era.
In other matches, high flying Williamstown received a setback at North Melbourne when it went down by 
five goals to three. North gained a winning break in the third quarter and received great service from Joe Tankard 
throughout the day. Carlton and Melbourne played a terrific game at the Friendly Societies Ground. After an 
even first half Carlton crept ahead in the third term and was able to hold on to win 7.13 to 6.12. Billy Strickland 
and “Dukie” McKenzie were best for their sides. Port Melbourne won the battle of the seasiders against St Kilda. 
Hanneysee was best for the winners and kicked two goals. Richmond did extremely well at Ballarat and bested 
the Imperial by ten goals to five. “Monte” Brown collected another five goals to confirm his standing as the 
leading goal sneak in the colony. Fitzroy was in sparkling form and gained a ten goal haul against a substitute-
laden Essendon.
After their loss to South Melbourne, Geelong hosted a resurgent Carlton on September 22. An excellent 
crowd of around 8,000 (including 2,000 Carlton supporters from the metropolis) saw one of the best games of 
the season. Geelong was at full strength but Carlton did not have fine players Danny Hutchinson and Jack Keane. 
Carlton was brilliant early and due to the creative play of Jack Baker, who led a dominant running brigade, the 
Blues were ahead by two goals at quarter time. Geelong made it tougher for Carlton in the second quarter and 
made up a goal, but Carlton still led at the long break. Luck went Carlton’s way in the third term when the breeze 
shifted slightly in its favour and it made the most of it. Under massive pressure from incessant Carlton attacks the 
Geelong defence became disorganised and Blues’ skipper Tommy Leydin chipped in with two goals. Carlton led 
six-two at three quarter time and seemed to have a win in the bag. The Pivots however had the breeze behind 
them in the last term and Hughie McLean quickly scored a goal. Carlton quickly re-established its superiority over 
the Pivots though and all looked lost. Yet against the run of play Geelong somehow found something extra and 
began to team together in a way reminiscent of its great teams. Through sheer persistence and an accomplished 
system of little marking the Pivot’s clawed their way back and eventually drew level with a non-plussed Carlton. 
The turn around seemed complete when local centreman “Carthorse” Conway ran in to kick a certain goal, 
but the final bell rang just before he was able to kick the ball thus saving the Blues from certain defeat. The 
teams finished with six goals each. Carlton had been fabulous for most of the day, but Geelong staged a classy 
comeback and showed that it remained reluctant to give up on its glory days. As usual, Dave Hickinbotham was 
Geelong’s best as was Jack Baker for Carlton.
While Geelong and Carlton were involved in a pulsating contest South was making mince meat out of 
Fitzroy. The new grandstand at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground was available for the first time and 12,000 people 
were at the ground. After an even first term, South dominated and started ‘playing their customary superb game, 
in which lightning exchanges of little marks are a prominent characteristic’ (Australasian, 29/9/1888). By the 
final term South did much as it liked and punted four unanswered goals to run out winners by ten goals to 
two. Rover Harry Purdy was best on the ground. Williamstown copped some stiff opposition from the visiting 
Saints, but eventually prevailed five-three. Port Melbourne held a handy two-goal margin over the visiting North 
Melbourne team at three quarter time, but heavy rain began to fall in the final quarter and the game was called 
off (and was later deemed a draw). For once, Billy Hanneysee was not Port’s best player. This might have been 
because he’d spent the previous evening brawling in a Richmond pub. Melbourne lost to Essendon in what was 
a miserable season for a once mighty club that had done so much to develop the game.
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The last matches were played on September 29. South Melbourne’s third premiership celebrations were 
soured when it put in a shocker against North Melbourne and recorded its second loss of the season. South was 
in trouble right from the start after Dick Houston and “Molly” Abrahams gave the home side a two-goal break at 
the first change. North led by a goal at the main interval and Joe Tankard and Ernie Bean kicked two more goals 
in the third quarter. By three quarter time North had a match winning three-goal buffer. “Jumbo” Kerr and Peter 
Burns goaled in the last term, but it was not enough to rescue the situation. Tankard put in a classic performance 
for the winners. Geelong secured second place when it thrashed Melbourne, and Hugh McLean kicked three 
goals. Carlton also finished on a winning note against Fitzroy, but it wasn’t enough to give it third place. That 
honour went to Williamstown, which gained its only top three finish in pre-VFL days. Port Melbourne defeated 
Ballarat with five goals to spare, and Essendon beat Richmond by four goals. It was a rather disappointing finish 
for the yellow and black for it had promised much during the early part of the year. In early October South 
Melbourne went to South Australia to meet local premiers Norwood for the championship of Australia. One of 
the greatest Norwood teams made a clean sweep of the three games, and “Bunny” Daly was brilliant in all of 
them, though some associated with South claimed the Victorian premiers did not put enormous heart into these 
contests.
South Melbourne’s premiership was gained with fifteen wins and only two losses. The losses were to 
Richmond (sixth) and North Melbourne (eighth), and there were draws with Carlton and Fitzroy. Traditionally, 
South Melbourne preferred heavy players for it preferred a scrimmaging-type game, but it also blended skill and 
pace to create new standards in football history. The Australasian congratulated a side that ‘have kept themselves 
constantly in the best of form and condition by diligent and unremitting attention to training and practice ... no 
other team has brought the same amount of enthusiasm and wholeheartedness to the conflict’ (22/9/1888). In 
the 1930s South Melbourne trainer Jack “Twister” Marshall looked back at this team and stated ‘Though some of 
those men wore whiskers, the South players were a magnificent, sturdy band, and … they knew how to play 
splendidly — showing great skill at marking, passing, bumping, and general work’ (Sporting Globe, 29/6/1932). 
At a VFA meeting in October it was decided to award special premiership caps to the South Melbourne players, 
a practice already in vogue in England. The blue caps with yellow trim were eventually produced with the words 
“Premiers 1888” on the front.
Runner-up Geelong lost just three games but was no match for the premiers. As usual, the Pivots made the 
best of a bad situation. The team was not as fit as in previous years, but Dave Hickinbotham made sure it was 
one of the most competitive outfits. It did however appear that Geelong was experiencing the end of a glorious 
era and it was now time to build a new team. Williamstown took advantage of an inequitable fixture system to 
accumulate as many points as possible against less talented opposition, but still counted wins against Carlton 
and Port Melbourne to its credit. Third place however was not a fair reflection of its ability. After gaining the 
premiership in 1887 Carlton failed to make a top three finish for the first time since 1885. The tour of Tasmania 
had somehow conspired to unravel an excellent team, for after its return the club lacked commitment, cohesion 
and team spirit. This was a problem that had plagued the club in the early 1880s. The Blues however finished 
the season strongly and gained meritorious draws against South Melbourne and Geelong. This demonstrated just 
how good they could be on their day and no side could afford to underestimate a club that had a proud history 
and expected success. 
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Richmond finished fifth, which was the highest position it achieved before 1897. Captain “Geordie” Smith 
was however soon to retire and the club required strong leadership if it was to make the next step. At sixth, Port 
Melbourne had the same points as Carlton, but lacked consistency. Billy Hanneysee was Port’s most brilliant 
player and remained one of the country’s champions, but he was a law unto himself at times. North Melbourne 
finished in the middle of the table, a position it was well used to. Many fine players had graced its ranks over 
the years, but it never had the depth to consistently match the big boys. Dick Houston, Joe Tankard, Ernie 
Bean, Harry Todd and the Johnston brothers were the pick of the crop, but there wasn’t that much after that. St 
Kilda certainly benefited from its amalgamation with Prahran and eighth place reflected this injection of quality 
personnel. The arrival of new trainer Billy Plummer also helped the team’s performance. The Saints played the 
game in the best amateur spirit, an idealistic approach that ensured a lack of success with so many ruthless 
clubs around them, but ironically this approach also helped them gain admission to the VFL in 1897. Essendon’s 
inexperienced team finished ninth, the club’s worse effort in the VFA, and it tried over fifty players during the 
season. The ‘Same Old’, as they would soon be known, had been fortunate to recruit Alec Dick, Charlie Finlay 
and Fred Ball, but it was obvious that after three fallow years it was time for the club to get a move on. It had 
tasted too much success in the early 1880s to lay low for much longer. A slow resurgence began in 1889 and 
would soon lead to the emergence of one of the greatest teams in football history. Fitzroy struggled without Jack 
Worrall, and 1888 became a transition year for a club that was slowly assembling a very good team. Melbourne 
had another miserable season and lost its last seven games. It was clear that something had to be done, and 
the MCC soon stepped in to change the culture at the club. Footscray, University and the Ballarat clubs did not 
play enough senior matches to qualify for the premiership. North Melbourne juniors North Park were the VJFA 
premiers.
The Australasian claimed that Carlton’s Jack Baker was the ‘champion footballer of the season’, and The 
Sportsman referred to him as the ‘most accomplished follower this season, as his play was always the same in 
all sorts of weather against all comers’ (The Sportsman, 2/10/1888). Other fine players during the year included 
South’s Peter Burns, Geelong’s Hugh McLean and Dave Hickinbotham, Carlton’s Bill Bailey, and Port’s Billy 
Hanneysee and Fred McKnight. South Melbourne’s “Dinnie” McKay has been generally accepted as the leading 
goalist in 1888, as reported in the Australasian. The situation is complicated though because McKay scored 
his goals in all matches. In contrast, Richmond’s Billy Brown scored most of his goals in senior and Ballarat 
games and was actually awarded the goal-kicking trophy by South Melbourne bookmaker Robert Phillips for 
scoring ‘more goals in premiership matches than any other player’ (Australasian, 6/10/1888). Other top goal 
kickers in 1888 were W. Green of Carlton, Peter Burns of South Melbourne, “Dodger” O’Connor of St Kilda, Billy 
Hanneysee of Port Melbourne and Geelong’s veteran goal sneak Phil McShane. By this stage, the position of goal 
sneak, like goal keeper was beginning to disappear from the game and was becoming Centre Forward (later full 
forward) and Back (later full back).
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In 1889 the VFA decided to reduce the number of competing clubs to twelve. After a number of years in the 
twilight zone the Ballarat clubs were now totally excluded from the premiership. This made it very clear that 
premiership matches would now only involve games between the twelve senior clubs. In addition, the VFA 
directed that clubs could only play the Ballarat teams when there was an absolute vacancy. The VFA also 
announced that Tasmania and New South Wales would visit Victoria for inter-colonial contests during the season. 
The South Australian Football Association however refused this invitation and informed the VFA that it would not 
send a team to Victoria until it was treated with more respect.
VFA officials fretted about the drift of players from weak to strong clubs, but did not have a system that could 
enforce club loyalty. In July, the Herald reported that the game was losing popularity because of the imbalance 
in strength between crack teams and others. It suggested that it was time to have a relegation system, or at least 
a play-off between the bottom senior and the best VJFA clubs for entry into the VFA premiership. Earlier in the 
year South Melbourne complained to the VFA that a couple of its players had been offered “billets” (offering 
players jobs to join clubs). The likely culprit was Port Melbourne, but South’s protest was laughable given that 
it had exploited the “billet system” better than anyone else for many years, and had in fact been an innovator 
in this regard. Generally, clubs like Essendon kept quiet about the player transfer business, but others publicly 
lamented the game’s creeping professionalism and its deleterious effects. At the end of the year a Melbourne 
committeeman asserted
I would like to point out that one of the principal reasons for our having such a weak team is that we 
are amateurs in the strict sense of the word. We have not lately been able to get a tip-top team together 
because we have simply been training up good men for other teams, many of whom I can mention 
taking leading parts in some of the clubs which are near the top of the list. If all the clubs held out 
no more inducement for their men to play with them than we do, then I do not think you would hear 
anything about this professionalism in football. 
(Melbourne Herald, 13/9/1889)
Former Carlton secretary T.P. Power added his voice to the debate when he asserted, ‘It may be news to the 
majority of my readers, but it is nevertheless a fact, that as matters obtain at the present there is not a premier 
club in the colony has a single amateur playing in the first twenty. (“Orange and Blue”, Sporting Echo, 7/12/1889)
This tide of professionalism caught up with uncompetitive amateurs University, which after several years of 
mediocrity, withdrew from the VFA. The general view is that they amalgamated with Melbourne, but this was 
not the case. At University’s AGM in March it expressed interest in amalgamating with Melbourne, but wanted 
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the new club to be called “Melbourne-University”. Not surprisingly, Melbourne rejected the offer. University then 
disbanded and eight of its players went to the Fuchsias, including James Kelly and Ted Strahan. Four players, 
including Dr. P.F. Gleeson went to Fitzroy, and William Schutt went to Essendon. Despite this exodus, University 
formed a new club on April 26 and played on Thursdays with some of the 1888 players and a couple of those 
who had left the club. In June, Collingwood established a committee to form a senior club and Britannia Junior 
FC agreed to assist in this endeavour. After numerous meetings the club submitted an application for admission 
in July, but this was rejected by the VFA, which claimed there were enough clubs in the competition. In August 
and September however Collingwood continued to push for entry.
On April 12 South Melbourne celebrated the 1888 premiership at its AGM. The first VFA premiership caps 
(navy blue and orange velvet lined with silk with a ‘1888’ badge on the front), and a trophy worth 10 guineas, were 
presented to twenty-three players. The 1888 success was particularly satisfying for the club, and administrator S. 
Rowe hoped that in 1889
Training would be kept up, and the premiership not allowed to depart from them. In the field and 
financially the club now stood in a first-class position, and the old-time prejudice against it had 
disappeared. Veteran footballers had told him last season that they considered that the play and 
conduct of the team worthy of all encomium. 
(The Argus, 13/4/1889).
South’s continued success was ensured while it took the lion’s share of the best footballing talent. The team 
was chock full of champions and supplemented this pool with ace goal sneak Edgar Barrett (whose specialty 
was accurate place kicks), as well as “Dabber” Decis and “Diver” Dunne from Port Melbourne. Other recruits 
included “Barkley” Jones from Williamstown, and rover Archie McMurray (father of the VFL umpire) from local 
junior club Union Jack. Ben Page returned from Fitzroy and the red and white also picked up Richmond’s solid 
defender “Bolivar” Powell. The southerners now had a formidable cast of footballers and no other team could 
compete with what was fast becoming a new football dynasty.
Runner-up Geelong had some work to do to match South’s prodigious talent, but with Dave Hickinbotham 
in charge the Pivots were always a chance. The club however endangered its greatest asset — the local recruiting 
zones. It raised the ire of local junior players because it reneged on a promise to present a trophy to the leading 
junior club of 1888. Consequently, rumours began to circulate that a new senior club would be formed in that 
district. The Pivots did pull off a major recruiting coup with the acquisition of Carlton star Jack Baker who 
accepted employment at Corio Oval as a groundsman. Baker was a Geelong boy, having begun his career at the 
powerful North Geelong junior club, but had never represented the senior club. Jamie Reid, Dick Robinson and 
Arthur Morrison returned to the club from the metropolis. The Pivots also picked up some juniors including goal 
kicker Vin O’Farrell and defender Larry Davie. The local grammar schools continued to produce talented youth, 
and Mac “Possum” Armstrong and Alec “Shacko” Timms (whose father had also played for Geelong) arrived from 
Geelong College. Gus and Mick Kearney came from Geelong Grammar. Unfortunately, the club lost top young 
player Archie Sykes who left for Geelong West, and then found his way to Essendon.
Carlton hoped to make amends for a disappointing 1888. This task was made harder with Jack Baker’s 
departure and Billy Strickland’s absence from the field because of injury. “Dolph” Berry and Mick Whelan 
also departed. In more bad news, ex-player and ‘sheep stealer’ Tom McCracken died from typhoid fever at 
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only 25 years of age. The Blues’ big recruits were followers Jack Lorraine from St Kilda and “Gib” Currie from 
Williamstown, and both would serve the club with distinction. Brilliant Melbourne rover “Dukie” McKenzie also 
joined in late May as did fine defender Jack Roberts from Ballarat, as well as future captain Billy Walton from 
juniors Rainbow. The South Australian follower Wally Watling also arrived, as did old player Sam Bloomfield who 
played the odd game in 1889. Carlton’s list was therefore in good shape, and it was up for a serious premiership 
challenge.
Port Melbourne was set for big things after Willie Swallow, the son of a wealthy factory owner and a keen 
gambler, decided to back the club for the premiership, and he invested some of his money to this end. “Sonny” 
Coleman, a member of that team recalled that it was garnered from ‘anywhere there happened to be located an 
outstanding lad who wanted fame and, of course, currency.’ (The Argus Week-end Magazine, 24/6/1939) One of 
the prize recruits was Jim Graham from Bendigo (via St Kilda) who was a smart tactician, a great high mark, and 
an impressive long kick. Port unearthed an even better player, goal sneak Billy “Buns” Fraser, who joined late in 
the year from a second rate local junior club. Port also secured two hearing-impaired players “Dummy” Muir and 
the tricky “Dummy” Ward from Fitzroy, and had another, in “Dummy” Burke. Followers A. Maxwell from North 
Melbourne and Footscray’s James Sutherland were also attracted to the cardinal red and blue. At the club’s AGM 
in March cash incentives for on-field success were again on offer. “Dabber” Decis took over the captaincy from 
Billy Hanneysee, but in June went to South Melbourne in part because the players did not respond well to his 
leadership. Hanneysee then took over the reins again. Jim Dunne also left for South as Port continued to struggle 
to keep players away from its predatory neighbour. 
Essendon was becoming an aggressive recruiter as it sought to re-build the club and challenge for the 
premiership (as it had done earlier in the decade). Winger Stuart Angwin returned after a stint in Tasmania. 
Charles Pearson also came back, but only until August, when he returned to his farm in Queensland. The club 
also enticed the exciting Archie Sykes from Geelong to its ranks. William Schutt joined from University and 
Charlie McLeod from Port Melbourne. The Dons were not just pinching players from other clubs, they were also 
shrewdly recruiting quality juniors. Chief among these was follower “Tracker” Forbes from North Park (where he 
had only missed one game in six seasons). Forbes, a Melbourne reject, went on to become one of Essendon’s 
greatest ruckmen in a 14-year career that returned almost 200 games. Other pick-ups included clever centreman 
“Spot” Chadwick from Essendon District and Jack Mouritz from Melbourne Grammar via Brighton. The club had 
already secured Alick Dick from that suburb, which would later provide Essendon with a football legend. 
North Melbourne was shocked when Dick Houston left to join St Kilda. Although he returned later in the 
year his form dropped off considerably and appeared to lose interest in the club. Alf Gibson arrived from South 
Melbourne to join his brother Dick, and “Dutchy” Peters returned from South. At Fitzroy’s AGM, the players were 
presented with souvenirs of the 1888 season in the shape of gold lockets bearing the club’s monogram. The 
maroons welcomed Jack Worrall back with open arms. He immediately resumed the captaincy and Tom Banks 
became his deputy. The Roys recruited a number of players from University, the best of which was “Dobie” 
Thompson. At Richmond, “Toots” O’Loughlin became the new skipper, but “Geordie” Smith would be a hard act 
to follow. The club’s best signing was elegant defender Jim O’Halloran from East Richmond. Committeeman C.W. 
Cupitt wrote to The Sportsman in early April demanding that goal sneak Billy “Monte” Brown be awarded Robert 
Phillips’ 1888 goal kicking trophy. In June, Brown was duly awarded a gold medal for being ‘the most successful 
goal kicker of the last season.’ Richmond claimed to be an amateur club so did not get the best players, and 
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its progress was not helped by a poor relationship with the local cricket club. The football side felt they were 
treated like a ‘dog-in-a-manger’ and believed the cricket club was not interested in improving the Richmond 
Cricket Ground, which needed a new stand and press box as well as a new position for the scoreboard. 
St Kilda and Melbourne went on recruiting sprees but had mixed fortunes. The Saints attracted fine rover 
Dick Houston from North Melbourne and quality follower Jim Graham from Sandhurst. They also secured goal 
sneaks “Gobbo” Cairns from Essendon and Herb Morton from Richmond. However, by June most of these 
players had returned to their original clubs, and in July the club was still chasing Houston for the proceeds of 
membership ticket sales he had sold on the club’s behalf. The experienced Arthur Rusden also arrived after stints 
at Melbourne, University and Prahran, but the Saints lost classy follower Jack Lorraine to Carlton, and he would 
not be easily replaced. The Saints were flush enough to present 26 gold lockets as a memento to those players 
who had helped secure the amalgamation with Prahran in 1888. These included C.W. Dunn, James Burt Stewart, 
“Jigger” Morehouse and “Gillie” Wilson. A photograph of the team was also presented to each player during the 
season. Big changes were under way at Melbourne, which was desperate to climb out of the doldrums. Ex-North 
player Eddie Fox was elevated to the captaincy and the club recruited far and wide in a bid to build a better 
squad. It did not yet have the money to offer the best ‘incentives’ to potential players, so junior ranks were raided 
and the club tried out just about every free agent in town. In all Melbourne tried a whopping 74 players in 1889, 
a record for any club in the nineteenth century. Alf Healing from Carlton Juniors and George Strachan were the 
pick of this crop. They also gained J. Kerrigan and Howard Morrison from University. Melbourne’s losses were 
damaging: fine defender “Smiler” Franks and “Farmer” Lording went to North Melbourne, “Jockey” Wiseman to 
Fitzroy, Ed Griffith to St Kilda, and star rover “Dukie” McKenzie to Carlton. After depriving “Barkley” Jones of 
the vice-captaincy Williamstown lost him to South Melbourne. This club continued to rely on players from local 
zones. The money saved from local recruiting was put into improving the Williamstown Cricket Ground, and 
the club was in a sound financial position. Ex-North player Arthur Ley was elected captain at Footscray, but the 
Tricolours only recruit of note was forward John “Chunker” Considine from Sandhurst.
Carlton got off to a poor start to the season on May 4 when it was outdone by fast finishing Port Melbourne 
at the MCG. Carlton’s case was not helped when captain Tommy Leydin couldn’t play because of a dog bite. Billy 
Strickland’s practice game injury also put him out for the season. In contrast, Port had its strongest team. Both 
sides fumbled early before Layton kicked the visitor’s first goal. In response, Blues follower Tim McInerney broke 
out of a scrimmage and made it one-all. Green then gave Carlton the lead at quarter time. The sides found their 
feet in the second term and “Dolly” Batters for the Blues and Hanneysee and “Llamo” Vine for the Portonians 
showed strong play. Carroll soccered the ball off the ground to extend Carlton’s lead, and the 1888 runners-up 
looked to have the game well in hand. Port began to get on top though in the third term despite the brilliant 
defensive work of Billy Bailey. After Carlton’s Green ran into an open goal and missed a sitter, Jack Sharp pulled 
a goal back for Port just before three quarter time. In the final term Hanneysee was everywhere, as was “Dummy” 
Ward (their hearing impaired follower), and the latter made matters even with Port’s third goal. Carlton roughed 
things up a bit, but the seasiders had the momentum, and after a free kick was given against veteran Sammy 
Bloomfield for touching the ball with his hand after a boundary throw-in, Bogle kicked Port’s winner.
The shocks continued when St Kilda gave visitors Geelong a football lesson. The first quarter became a 
disaster for the Pivots when they completely wasted a wind advantage. The locals’ Harding and “Fancy” McCoy 
had goals up before Geelong had time to settle. The Saints maintained the advantage when Alf Smith kicked a 
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third goal before Phil McShane finally found the big sticks for Geelong. Smith, who was already dominating, then 
kicked a fourth major for the locals, and fast and exciting play saw out the term. Captain Dave Hickinbotham 
was at the forefront as Geelong started to get some system into its play in the second quarter, but the Saints 
defended with a will. The 6,000 spectators were treated to a fine exhibition of the game as play went back and 
forth until “Dandy” Ryan pulled a goal back for the Pivots as the half time gong sounded. Play was even in the 
third quarter but St Kilda went to three quarter time two goals to the good. Geelong was desperate at the start of 
the final term, but after “Carthorse” Conway’s shot for goal was marked on the goal line by Dick Houston, and 
Dave Hickinbotham’s promising run into goal was stopped by Saints’ captain Billy Lockett, the visitors ran out of 
steam. “Gillie” Wilson then topped off a great day for the Saints when he waltzed past some Geelong defenders 
to punt the home side’s sixth goal. St Kilda played one of its best games since entering the VFA, and with a fine 
bunch of followers, led by Alf Smith and “Jigger” Morehouse, the prospects looked bright. Things were also 
looking up at the St Kilda Cricket Ground for a new embankment had been built around the ground, a press box 
was being erected, and an electric timekeeper was installed.
At the South Melbourne Cricket Ground the reigning premiers proudly displayed their new VFA premiership 
caps and proceeded to smash Richmond in front of an adoring crowd. Ben Page was in exhilarating form and 
booted six goals in the twelve-two win. South also took 59 marks compared to Richmond’s 33. Essendon got 
off to a fine start with an easy win over Williamstown. “Spot” Chadwick’s best on ground effort (and two goals) 
helped the Dons run away with the game in the second half. Essendon was referred to as the “red and blue” by 
reporters as the Dons wore a red sash over a navy blue, not black guernsey at this time (though the club had 
red and black striped socks from its inception). North Melbourne had little trouble disposing of Fitzroy at the 
Fitzroy Cricket Ground. The Roys scored only two goals (both in the third quarter) while North kicked 6.9. After 
trailing at half time Melbourne defeated Footscray by a narrow margin in a game in which the major highlight 
was ‘the antics of a big black dog who essayed the part of follower [and] caused a good deal of amusement.’ 
(The Herald 4/5/1889)
On May 11 unfancied clubs St Kilda and North Melbourne shared match of the day billing at the St Kilda 
Cricket Ground in front of a crowd estimated to be between 5-10,000 people. Work on a new grandstand and 
press box was about to begin, and an electric gong marked the end of quarters. The gong wasn’t particularly 
voluble so bells were employed to supplement it. St Kilda brought in ex-Richmond goal kicker Herb Morton in 
a bid to give them more firepower, but after scoring the first goal he failed to make any further impact. North 
began with the breeze and although St Kilda adopted a little marking game in an attempt to control possession 
(they did the same in the third term), the Shinboners led by two goals at quarter time. The Saints returned fire 
in the next term and it was even at the main break. In the second half North became more ‘vigorous’ in its play 
against the lighter Saints and tempers began to flare. After St Kilda’s Ted Farley received a free kick North’s Harry 
Christian threw the ball into his face. Farley retaliated by punching Christian on the nose. Later on, North’s Harry 
Alessio scored his first goal in seven years to help North to a critical three-goal break at the last change. Neither 
team goaled in the final term so North ran out six-three winners. George Sykes was best on the ground, and as 
usual, Alf Smith was best for the home side. 
After its reverse against Port, Carlton bounced back against Melbourne and picked up a new recruit into the 
bargain. That recruit was Melbourne rover “Dukie” McKenzie. He announced before the game that he would 
play for whichever club won. McKenzie played a brilliant game for Melbourne but the Fuchsias only scored 
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one goal for the day while the Blues booted five. McKenzie thus transferred to Carlton and became one of the 
year’s outstanding players. Carlton follower Alick Gellatley showed considerable bravery when he played on 
after fracturing a collarbone. South had a tough time against Williamstown, but eventually prevailed by six goals 
to three. Jimmy O’Meara did best for South, as did Harry Ryde for Williamstown (Ryde died from TB a couple 
of years later). A new statistic considered worthy of reporting was the free kick count, and both sides received 
eight. Port Melbourne continued on its winning way at Footscray. Despite the best efforts of the Anderson 
brothers, Billy Hanneysee led the way for the Portonians who never relinquished the lead they established in the 
first quarter. Essendon made it two wins from two games when it defeated Richmond.
On May 18 a great crowd of about 20,000 spectators attended the MCG to see the inter-colonial match between 
Victoria and Tasmania. South’s Peter Burns captained the Vics and his deputy was Essendon’s Bill Fleming. 
The players were selected from only six teams, but included such greats as Jack Worrall, “Jigger” Morehouse, 
Charlie Pearson and Billy Windley. The Vics wore a blue and gold uniform, while Tasmania’s colours were rose, 
primrose and black. The Tasmanians included champion rover Billy Cundy, ex-Essendonian John “Joker” Hall, 
and future Essendonian George Vautin. After an even first quarter the home side kicked away in the second term 
with three unanswered goals, and led by that margin at half time. During the game Essendon’s Pearson was up to 
his old tricks when he ‘made one truly marvellous mark, which electrified not only the spectators, but his captain 
also, who was himself in the act of jumping for the ball when Pearson shot into the air, I am afraid to say how 
many feet, and secured it.’ (Australasian, 25/5/1889) In the second half the Vics gradually extended their lead 
and Fitzroy’s Jack Worrall and “Bice” Cleary did most of the damage in Victoria’s 6.9 to 1.6 victory. Worrall was 
best on the ground and Carlton’s Wally McKechnie and South’s Ben Page also performed well. A. Edwards and 
T. Hebir were best for the visitors. Victoria thus maintained its supremacy in inter-colonial contests.
On Wednesday May 22 Tasmania met a scratch St Kilda line-up that included Essendon’s Charles Pearson 
and four players from the touring Maori team. Tasmania led at three quarter time, but let the game slip in the 
last. “Fancy” McCoy kicked four goals in the Saints five-four victory. On the Queen’s Birthday Tassie went down 
by the only goal of the day at Williamstown. On May 25 the visitors did terribly at Geelong when they were 
thrashed ten-two, but bounced back brilliantly against a hapless Melbourne four days later winning by ten goals. 
Melbourne included St Kilda’s Dick Houston, North’s Harry Alessio and Billy Carroll, but these did not help, nor 
did James Kelly’s knee injury.
In senior matches on May 18 North Melbourne continued its fine start to the season when it subdued 
Footscray. Harry Todd collected two goals for the winners as well as a “70-yarder” (wind assisted) goal from 
“Dutchy” Peters. Harry Christian was best on the ground for the Northerners in the five-two victory. Port 
Melbourne was checked at Williamstown where the music of the Naval Brigade band not only entertained the 
crowd but also inspired the home side to hold on for a one-all draw after a tough and goalless first half. Jasper 
Jones was best for the home side as was Hanneysee for Port. Geelong punished visitors Melbourne by ten goals 
to one. The game was all over at half time when the Pivots led five-nil. As always Dave Hickinbotham was 
chivalrous when he allowed Melbourne to replace an injured man during the second half.
At the East Melbourne Cricket Ground on the Queen’s Birthday, Essendon played all over the premiers 
to record a stunning victory. The first quarter’s play was described by The Sportsman as ‘a get-up-and-fetch-it’ 
game. The Dons played some magnificent football. An abundance of pace enhanced their scientific approach 
to the game, and Ted Clayton quickly booted the Dons’ first goal. South Melbourne was also an excellent side, 
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and with little Harry Purdy busy around the packs it was able to limit the damage and go to the first break 
only two goals down. Unfortunately for the southerners, Essendon continued on its merry way in the second 
quarter, adding another goal through Charles Pearson to hold a comfortable lead at half time. After Tommy Rout 
made the difference four goals South played its best football of the game and Billy Windley kicked its first goal. 
Essendon however went on with the job in the final term adding two more goals to record an excellent six-one 
victory. Bill Fleming led the team superbly, Charles Pearson was damaging all over the ground, and first gamer 
“Tracker” Forbes acquitted himself well.
Geelong inflicted North’s first loss of the year at the MCG. As the clubs’ uniforms were similar the Geelong 
players wore a red band around their waist to differentiate the colours. The Pivots’ victory was set up when it 
jumped the northerners in the first quarter. Ex-Carltonian Jack Baker opened the visitor’s goal scoring account 
with a well taken kick from the boundary line, and followed up with second soon afterwards. With follower Bob 
Talbot in great touch Geelong led at quarter time. North’s rover Billy Carroll was also in fine form as the visitors 
were much better in the next term. After Eddie Williams missed a sitter Mick McInerney registered its first goal 
with a fine place-kick. Play went back and forth, but Phil McShane re-established the Pivots’ two-goal cushion 
just before the main interval. The tug of war continued in a goalless third term, but North made a valiant effort to 
take the game in the final quarter. Joey Tankard’s shot would have gone through if one of his own players had 
not tried, and failed, to mark the ball, but Marshman soon followed up with North’s second goal. All of North’s 
players then went on the ball hoping that sheer weight of numbers would bring it an equalizer, but somehow 
Geelong held out, and just on the bell, renown goal sneak Phil McShane delivered them a four-two victory. 
After drawing with Williamstown, Port slipped further when it lost at Fitzroy. With rovers “Bice” Cleary and 
Jack Worrall maintaining their great Victorian form the maroon and blue gradually wore their opponents down 
after having kept Port scoreless in the first half. The Roys won three-one, but Con Hickey broke his collarbone. 
Richmond and Melbourne drew two-all in a morning match.
Following the tour of the Englishmen in 1888 a New Zealand contingent of “Maoris” visited Victoria in late 
May. Their first match was against Carlton on May 25. The Maoris had a weak team and enlisted St Kilda’s Fred 
Burton to help out. This did not prevent Carlton from amassing 13.16 to 2.4. Five days later the Maoris met the 
premiers at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. This time both sides contained a number of Victorian players 
and the Maoris defeated South six-four. On June 1 they lost to St Kilda six-one, and a week later scored five goals 
against Essendon, but also conceded eleven.
In premiership matches on May 25, Essendon’s brilliant season continued when it brushed Melbourne aside 
to record a fourth straight victory. “Commotion” Pearson was in great marking form and added three goals into 
the bargain. There is no doubt that Pearson was Essendon’s only genuine star in the 1880s and deservedly played 
a part in its first premiership two seasons later. After being thumped by the Dons, South Melbourne licked its 
wounds by wreaking havoc on visitors North Melbourne in front of 20,000 spectators. There was a big build 
up for this match as both sides had only lost once, and the Herald journalist conducted pre-match interviews. 
South’s new goal sneak Edgar Barrett was in great touch and bagged three in the seven-three win. Jim O’Meara 
and “Dinnie” McKay were best for the winners as was rover Billy Carroll for North. Port Melbourne recovered 
some ground when it disposed of visitors Footscray by six goals to one. Fitzroy’s form was all over the place 
and it succumbed to visitors Richmond by three goals. Fitzroy paid the price for treating its opponents with scant 
respect. Richmond was the better side after quarter time and thoroughly deserved the win. Ironically, ex-Fitzroy 
man Alex Salton was the Wasps’ best.
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At the end of May Essendon was clearly the form side in the Association and had the only 100 per cent 
record. The Dons were followed by South Melbourne and Port Melbourne (with one loss each), and below these 
clubs were Geelong and North Melbourne. Carlton and St Kilda were equal sixth (but only played two games in 
May). Richmond, Fitzroy and Melbourne filled the next three places. Despite a great win over Port, Fitzroy had 
started the season poorly. In order to remedy the situation the club hired Jem Mitchell as its new trainer, and 
its form soon began to improve. At least the Roys were clear of the bottom two - Williamstown and Footscray, 
neither of which had won a game. There were some great players at the forefront in the goal kicking stakes, but 
men like Phil McShane, Jack Baker, Edgar Barrett and Charles Pearson could not quite match South’s Ben Page 
who led the list with seven goals.
On June 1 at the MCG Carlton played great footy to stop the rampaging Dons. Leydin captained the Blues 
for the first time since his injury, but Essendon was missing its skipper Bill Fleming. As the game got underway 
Carlton had the breeze and made the most of it as heavy rain poured down. The Dons made a plucky start 
but the Blues goaled first via “Dolph” Berry, after he had wasted a couple of earlier chances. Then Leydin, in 
an attempt to stop the ball going out of bounds, kicked the bouncing ball into the air, the wind took hold of it 
and blew it straight through the big sticks for Carlton’s second major. Essendon set about trying to make up the 
leeway in the next term and looked good until “Gib” Currie kicked Carlton’s third goal against the run of play. 
The Dons’ luck was out, but Carlton’s strategy of kicking the ball off the ground whenever possible, or using 
hand play when in possession, was too much for the red and black men who were trying to play dry weather 
football. Essendon was stunned when it was three goals down at half time. It suspected that Carlton’s players 
had adapted too well in the wet, and asked for their boot stops to be checked. J.J. “Cocker” Trait, who umpired 
superbly all day, found everything in order. Both sides went hard at it again in a goalless third quarter. Essendon 
refused to concede ground in the final term, which was played in the twilight, and grabbed a late goal, but the 
Blues carried off the palm. Carlton’s great win got its season back on track, and old questions resurfaced about 
Essendon’s inability to handle heavy grounds. The Dons were so reliant on pace and skill that they got caught 
out by heavier teams in the middle of any wet winter. They would not be a genuine premiership contender until 
they remedied this deficiency.
South Melbourne had no trouble hosting Melbourne. The premiers led by five goals at half time and won 
in a canter by seven. After a slow start to the year Peter Burns was beginning to come into his own again and 
kicked two goals, as did “Barkley” Jones. One of Jones’ goals was kicked after the bell had rung to end the 
third quarter. This was permitted because the new rule allowed players to take shots for goal after the bell if in 
prior possession. At the East Melbourne Cricket Ground North Melbourne gained a meritorious win over Port 
Melbourne and now shared third place with Geelong. North’s second quarter, when it scored three unanswered 
goals, did the trick. The northerners maintained dominance in the third term, and despite Port’s comeback in 
the last quarter, North won with two goals to spare. “Whalebone” Johnston was best for the winners, as was 
Hanneysee for Port. A crowd of 6,000 patrons at a muddy Williamstown Cricket Ground saw the locals finally 
break through for their first win of the season against Fitzroy. In all the slipping, sliding and “busting”, Jack 
Worrall secured the Roys only goal for the day, but Williamstown’s “Ginger” Worroll kicked two of the Towns’ 
five and was best on the ground. Home side Richmond beat an under strength Footscray.
Port Adelaide, by now regular visitors to Victoria, went to the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on June 8. 
South Melbourne, with Burns leading the pack, kicked away to a three-goal lead at half time. Matters changed 
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little in the next term, but Port played it best footy in the final quarter and pushed South, which was happy to 
obtain a five-three win in the end. Edgar Barrett collected a hat trick for the red and white. Burns and Purdy 
were best for the winners and Jack and Alec McKenzie for Port. In other matches on its tour, Port Adelaide was 
beaten by North Melbourne, but defeated St Kilda four-one. In its final game on June 15 the South Australians 
beat a fast finishing Richmond by eight goals to seven.
On June 8 North Melbourne stayed in the top three thanks to another fine win against Richmond. Richmond 
was resilient for three quarters, but ultimately the northerners had too much firepower and kicked away for a 
five-one victory. Billy Carroll and “Dutchy” Peters were best for North, but Peters’ fine game was marred when 
he was reported for abusing umpire Trait. The northerners usually played a tough game and Richmond copped 
its fair share on this day. The Age complained that North handed out ‘an amount of slinging and pushing behind, 
as well as of holding on to the ball, that was really disgraceful.’ (The Age, 10/6/1889) Not surprisingly, Richmond 
doubled North’s free kick tally, but the latter was getting results and was having its best season since 1884. Fitzroy 
was not travelling well, but hoped to do better against Geelong. The Fitzroy Cricket Ground had been under 
going improvements and ‘the playing arena has been made square shaped instead of the former irregular oval, 
the alteration proving a good one. A grand stand of fine dimensions has also been erected, and sundry other 
improvements made.’ (Geelong Advertiser, 10/6/1889) In a very exciting match Hughie McLean gave Geelong the 
lead at quarter time and this proved to be the difference by the end of this close run contest. The Roys drew level 
in the last quarter but Phil McShane’s goal sealed the four points for the visitors. Herb Rapiport and “Carthorse” 
Conway were best for their sides. After its brilliant performance against Essendon, Carlton went on with the job 
in a tough assignment at Williamstown. The game seemed done when the Blues held a three-goal lead at three 
quarter time, but the locals played all over Carlton in the last term. Williamstown hit back with two goals, and the 
visitors were grateful when the final bell rang giving them a three-two victory. “Ginger” Worroll was again best 
on the ground for the Townites, but Jack Roberts, and ex-Williamstown man “Gib” Currie saw Carlton through. 
The Blues were now back in business and were mounting a serious charge at the top three. Port Melbourne won 
at St Kilda after a brilliant performance from star on-baller Fred McKnight. The Temperance Brass Band roused 
the spirits of the Footscray players when they played visitors Melbourne. The Tricolours recorded their first win 
of the season five-two … well almost. After the game Melbourne protested that Footscray played Dan Sadlier 
without a permit. The VFA agreed and the red, white and blue were stripped of four hard earned points.
On June 15 South Melbourne ventured to Corio Oval to face a resurgent Geelong in front of a capacity crowd 
of 10,000 people. Coming off three wins on the trot Geelong started like a house on fire. Jack Baker scored the 
local’s first goal after just 70 seconds and “Dandy” Ryan added another two minutes later. South was caught 
napping, but responded with some brilliant teamwork. At the 12-minute mark Edgar Barrett scored the premier’s 
first. A tough struggle then ensued, but Ryan dobbed another goal for the Pivots at the end of the term and the 
home side held a two-goal lead at the first bell. South showed what it could do at the start of the second term, 
and although Peter Burns missed a sitter from 20 metres, the premiers didn’t miss a beat thereafter and through 
brilliant and systematic team play ran rings around Geelong. The visitors added three goals for the quarter and 
led at half time. South’s second term had been very sobering for the Pivots, but they got back to business through 
sheer determination and Jack Baker restored parity with a magnificent place kick. Placed on its mettle, South 
lifted to new levels of performance and ‘adopted previous tactics which had outwitted their opponents, and gave 
an eye-opening exhibition of handball, running with the leather until about to be checked, and then punching it 
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on to another player on the same side, and in that way avoided the risk of being secured by a Geelong player.’ 
(Geelong Advertiser, 17/6/1889) With their possession game in full swing it wasn’t long before Burns put the 
premiers back in front and the visitors soon demonstrated they had Geelong’s measure. In the final term Geelong 
tried hard to get back into the contest, but could not convert its chances. As darkness descended “Dinnie” McKay 
emerged from a scrimmage and kicked the final goal for South. It was in fact so dark that the goalposts could 
only be seen because of some lights that shone from carriages that were parked behind them. The final score 
was South 6.12 to Geelong 4.3. The premiers’ superlative play suggested they would be hard to stop.
Carlton was on a roll and recorded its fourth consecutive win at North Melbourne in front of just under 10,000 
barrackers. North wasn’t going to relinquish a top three spot without a fight, but after staying with the Blues in 
the first half, the locals slipped behind in the third term after Carlton delivered a three-goal burst. Rover “Dukie” 
McKenzie played a fantastic game for the winners and kicked two goals in the five-three triumph. Essendon 
continued to struggle on heavy grounds, and after losing to Carlton, succumbed to the poorly performing Fitzroy. 
In a tight contest it was even at three quarter time, but the Roys got the winner in the last term. Teddy Melling 
and “Bice” Cleary did well for Fitzroy. Port Melbourne had a day out at the MCG hammering Melbourne eleven-
four, and “Dummy” Ward kicked four goals. Williamstown had little trouble against the visiting Saints and led 
by four goals at the final change. The Saints clawed back with two goals in the last term, but the Town held 
sway in the end. St Kilda’s supporters caused some trouble and several ‘roughs’ were invited to the local court 
to account for their misbehaviour. This was exceptional, given that Williamstown’s supporters were generally 
associated with crowd trouble in 1889.
At the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on June 22 South confronted Fitzroy, one of its most tenacious rivals. 
The Roys were an inconsistent bunch, but played like heroes against the red and white, as they did once again 
in this remarkable game. The premiers began brilliantly with the breeze. Relying on long kicking South kept the 
ball in attack but great defence from Tom Banks and Rapiport kept the premiers at bay. Fine work around the 
packs by Harry Purdy and Billy Windley gave the locals plenty of opportunities though and Jimmy O’Meara soon 
landed South’s first goal. Clever little man Archie McMurray added another when Fitzroy’s defence was caught 
out of position up the ground. Fine goal sneak Edgar Barrett made it three-nil. The maroon and blue worked 
like Trojans but were well down at the first break. The visitors continued to work hard in the second term and 
rover “Bice” Cleary kicked their first goal. The enormous endeavour of Fitzroy players Banks, Melling and Moyes 
matched the class of South’s playmakers, Burns, Purdy and “Jumbo” Kerr, but the visitors lacked steadiness in 
front of goal and South were still two goals to the good at half-time. The locals began the third quarter in great 
touch, but did not translate this into scoreboard pressure. Fitzroy began to work its way back, and after a brilliant 
string of passes, Rapiport took a fine tumbling mark and then fired in the visitor’s second major. Fitzroy’s little 
marking game kept them on top for the rest of the quarter. The Roys were only one goal down at the final break 
and had the breeze with them to finish. Fitzroy played like winners in the final quarter, but were held up by best 
gamer “Sonny” Elms who gave one of the finest displays of defensive work ever seen at the South Melbourne 
CG. However, after a Fitzroy behind, South defender “Dabber” Decis kicked off poorly from the seven-yard line 
and Banks marked the ball. He made it three goals apiece. Shortly afterwards, Cleary missed a gilt-edged chance 
to put the maroon and blue into the lead, and a wonderful match ended in a three-all draw.
In a strange game at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground Essendon slumped to its third loss in a row when 
beaten by Port Melbourne. The Dons led by a goal at quarter time but in the second term Port turned on some 
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magnificent play and delivered a paralysing burst of goal scoring when it kicked four unanswered goals. The 
visitors did not goal again, but didn’t need to, for despite the fact that Essendon fought back, it never made 
up the leeway generated of Port’s second quarter mastery. Port’s prime movers Hanneysee and McKnight were 
again to the fore for the winners, while “Tracker” Forbes was Essendon’s best. Carlton continued its winning 
form by beating a stubborn St Kilda. The Blues had to fight all the way for victory, and only really ensured the 
win in the final quarter. Once again, “Dukie” McKenzie was excellent for the winners. With a brilliant game from 
Mick McInerney North Melbourne got back on track with a comfortable win over Williamstown. Geelong also 
had an easy time of it against visitors Footscray with a six-one win. It was Footscray’s seventh consecutive loss. 
Richmond secured a home victory against Melbourne, but only registered three goals from 20 scoring shots. 
On June 29 the MCG saw a top of the table clash between the resurgent Carlton and the reigning premiers. 
After torrential rain in the morning 20,000 spectators saw a game that quickly settled into a mud wrestle with a 
slippery ball. Carlton started better, and as it had done against Essendon, kicked the ball off the ground rather than 
trying to pick it up. These tactics caught South out, and in an attempt to slow the Blues down, the southerners 
gave away ‘professional’ free kicks. Carlton straggled the ball forward but without success, until South picked 
up the tempo and Harry Purdy kicked a lucky goal off the ground after Carlton full back Ivo Crapp fell over in 
the goal square. The Blues responded immediately, but “Gib” Currie’s shot hit the post. Carlton followed with 
more behinds before the ball returned to South’s forward zone, and in a race for it Edgar Barrett just got the 
better of Crapp to boot the ball off the ground for South’s second major. The Blues were extremely unlucky to 
be two goals down at the first break. Neither side gained an advantage in the second quarter, but Barrett made it 
three-nil not long into the third term. Despite Charlie Coulson’s fine defence, the good play of fair-headed rover 
“Dukie” McKenzie, and the long left foot kicks of Danny Hutchinson, the Blues could not make any headway. 
Carlton’s frustration turned to despair when “Dinnie” McKay found space to kick South’s fourth goal just before 
three quarter time. In the last term South’s fine followers Burns, Purdy, Kerr and McMurray helped it to protect its 
four-goal advantage. South’s convincing four-nil victory ended Carlton’s five-game winning streak and it seemed 
unlikely that anyone would stop the peerless red and white from claiming the 1889 premiership.
North won its seventh match of the season against Melbourne. The northerners were not troubled after a four 
goal burst in the second quarter. Follower Mick McInerney played another fine game for the winners, while the 
Fox brothers did well for Melbourne. Essendon finally put an end to its form slump with a relatively easy home 
victory over St Kilda. “Tracker” Forbes was again in good form for the winners and was proving to be a very 
handy acquisition. Williamstown drew at Geelong. The Pivots led by two goals at half time, but were eventually 
worn down by the Town. It was Williamstown’s best result against Geelong since 1884 (when it won) and was 
the only other time it did not lose to Geelong in the VFA. Fitzroy maintained its good form by beating Richmond. 
By the end of June South Melbourne was sitting pretty at top of the ladder. It had the same number of points 
as second-placed Port Melbourne but had secured them from fewer games and was ahead by the proportional 
percentage system. Carlton was also doing well in third place, and percentage kept them above North Melbourne. 
Geelong was fifth while Essendon’s poor form in the wet had cost it dearly and it had dropped five places in a 
month. In contrast, June had been good to Fitzroy and it was now equal seventh with Richmond, but both were 
a fair way behind the Dons. Below these mid-table sides were Williamstown, Melbourne, St Kilda and the weak 
Footscray, which had yet to win a game. South’s Edgar Barrett led the goal kicking stakes with eleven goals.
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Carlton barely had time to recover from its loss to South when it had to confront Geelong at the MCG on 
July 6. A magnificent crowd of around 20-25,000 spectators saw a fast and brilliant game that was lauded as 
one of the best of the season. The Pivots were two goals up after four minutes thanks to Bob Talbot and Jack 
Baker. The Blues hit back with a goal, but Geelong led at quarter time. In the second term Wally McKechnie 
levelled for Carlton before “Dandy” Ryan put the Pivots back into the lead just before the major break. In the 
second half the Blues did all of the attacking but kicked themselves out of the game. They could only manage 
eleven behinds and so Geelong was eventually able to triumph 3.4 to Carlton’s 2.16. “Dodger” O’Connor put 
in a best on ground performance for the Blues, but Baker and Talbot saw Geelong over the line. Carlton was 
left to rue missed opportunities, but the Pivots were elated and pushed on towards the top three. Essendon 
won at Williamstown in front of a record crowd of around 5,000 patrons. The Dons carved out a two-goal lead 
by half time. The Town pulled a goal back in the third quarter, but could not get any closer, despite a brilliant 
game from defender “Bud” Williamson. It was Williamstown’s first home loss since its amalgamation with South 
Williamstown, and as the match began to slip away the home side began to physically target Pearson and Forbes. 
After the game, Essendon’s captain Bill Fleming said it was ‘the roughest game he had ever played’. Essendon 
was grateful for the four points, but the local supporters were very unhappy with the visiting team and umpire 
Harry Wilson, and showered them with mud and stones. Wilson had to be escorted to the train station by the 
water police for his personal safety. Williamstown  had a reputation for crowd trouble, and South Melbourne 
refused to play there. St Kilda secured a welcome win against visitors Fitzroy. After starting with the breeze the 
Saints led by two goals at quarter time, but things were even at the main interval. In the second half the ball got 
stuck in a tree at one point and St Kilda then edged ahead and proceeded to hold off the Roys to register a four-
three win. Billy Lockett did well for the Saints. In the battle of the cellar dwellers Melbourne defeated Footscray 
fairly comfortably. Melbourne captain Eddie Fox was a provocateur at times, and, along with his brother, was 
chaperoned off the ground by police after being attacked by a Footscray supporter. After an eighth consecutive 
loss Footscray’s barrackers were extremely frustrated and were baying for blood by the end of this game.
On July 13 Victoria played its second inter-colonial contest against New South Wales (actually a northern 
NSW Association team) at the MCG in front of about 7,000 spectators. South’s Ben Page captained the Vics and 
Ballarat Imperial’s George McKenzie was vice-captain. The Victorian team included half a dozen players from 
the Ballarat district, and the rest of the team came from Carlton, Melbourne, North Melbourne, Port Melbourne, 
Richmond and South Melbourne. The best-known NSW man was the son of pioneer Melbourne player and 
cricketer Sam “Old Hoss” Cosstick. The Vics wore their usual yellow and gold and the NSW team blue and white. 
George McKenzie played a great game for the Vics, which won easily by six goals to two. Edgar Barrett booted a 
hat trick for the winners and Dick Houston and Page did well. NSW captain R. Bower was best for his side. On 
the following Wednesday NSW failed the test against Carlton when it was defeated nine-four. St Kilda and Fitzroy 
also beat them. North Melbourne toured Adelaide in July, winning two and losing two games. South Melbourne 
had an eventful trip to Tasmania and won two out of three games. 
In senior footy on July 13 Carlton bounced back from its loss to Geelong by recording an easy victory at 
Williamstown. “Dodger” O’Connor was best for the Blues. Essendon continued its recovery with a solid win at 
Geelong. The Pivots were unable to call on Tom Parkin and Jim Reid because they had dysentery. The Dons got 
on top early and never relinquished their hold on the game, and eventually prevailed six-two. Charles Pearson 
was in masterful form and kicked two goals. The Geelong officials claimed he played like four men and was 
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referred to as “Pearson the Great” a sobriquet usually reserved for South’s Peter Burns. One of Pearson’s goals 
‘drew forth a song from a gathering of musical barrackers for Essendon.’ (The Sportsman, 17/7/1889) This is the 
first reported mention of “The Same Old Essendon” (developed by a group of barrackers called “The corner”), 
which would remain the club’s song and nickname for many years. In other matches, Fitzroy defeated Footscray, 
and St Kilda beat Richmond. In the latter game it was reported that during the interval ‘rest, oranges, lemons and 
a rub down’ were administered to the players (The Sportsman, 17/7/1889)
On July 20 the top clubs pushed the pace. South easily disposed of Footscray after which the Herald’s 
journalist questioned whether the Tricolours were good enough to play in the VFA. “Dinnie” McKay was in great 
form and collected a brace of goals. Port Melbourne also won, but Williamstown proved to be a handful and 
kept up the pressure all day. Hanneysee and Burke saw the home side through by a narrow margin. Carlton 
defeated Richmond but could not contain Billy Brown who kicked four goals for the yellow and black. “Dukie” 
McKenzie and Billy Bailey were best for Carlton. Essendon hammered Melbourne at the MCG to the tune of 
eleven goals to one and had five times the number of scoring shots. “Tracker” Forbes was best for the Same 
Old. North Melbourne and Geelong fought out an entertaining four-all draw. The Pivots got the jump on the 
northerners, but matters were even at half time. Geelong snuck ahead again in the third term but it was level 
at the final bell. Billy Carroll was a brilliant best on grounder while Dave Hickinbotham and Jack Baker were 
strong players for Geelong.
Geelong followed this draw with another at home to St Kilda on July 27. It was actually lucky to get two 
points as the Saints held the upper hand all day until Hughie McLean dobbed the equalizer for the Pivots in 
the last quarter. The locals debuted 15 year-old schoolboy Eddie James in this match. Hickinbotham was again 
best for Geelong, while Alf Smith served the visitors well. Geelong was now clearly struggling and a top three 
finish seemed unlikely. South Melbourne welcomed back veteran Tom Bushell for its game against Melbourne 
at the MCG and proceeded to trample all over the Fuchsias kicking fourteen goals to two. The premier’s last 
quarter effort of six unanswered goals was particularly impressive. Bushell gathered four goals and “Bolivar” 
Powell three. Peter Burns was best for the winners. Essendon maintained its recent return to good form, and 
although wasteful in front of goal, defeated North Melbourne with four goals to spare. “Tracker” Forbes was best 
on the ground and Pearson also played well, but got a little carried away with his high marking attempts. Port 
Melbourne finished strongly over Fitzroy to win four-two, although the Roys had twice the number of scoring 
shots. Carlton beat Footscray, but did not have things all its own way as Footscray put in one of its best efforts 
of the year. It was even at half time, but “Geordie” White and Jack Roberts led from the front to get Carlton 
over the line. Williamstown’s form slump extended to six consecutive losses after being narrowly beaten by 
visitors Richmond. “Monte” Brown obtained two of Richmond’s three goals and was its best. By the end of July, 
South Melbourne still reigned at the top, but Port Melbourne was pushing it all the way. Both sides had thirty-
four points but Port had played one more game. These clubs were due to meet on August 3 to sort matters out 
between them. Essendon was in third and Carlton was next. The Blues had dropped a few games but were not 
out of premiership contention. Carlton had a fair gap on North Melbourne in fifth and Geelong in sixth. These 
were well clear of Fitzroy and Richmond. St Kilda, Melbourne and Williamstown made up the next tier while 
winless Footscray continued to languish on the bottom. Edgar Barrett maintained his place as leading goal kicker, 
and was two clear of Geelong’s Jack Baker.
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On August 3 Port Melbourne put in one of its best performances of the year against arch rivals South 
Melbourne at the Port Melbourne Cricket Ground. In a great contest Port started brightly and played a dashing 
little marking game. They were teaming together beautifully and Billy Hanneysee put them into the lead. Soon 
afterwards Jim Graham out marked “Sonny” Elms and put Port two goals up. This setback roused South and 
through the good work of “Dinnie” McKay, Harry Purdy and Peter Burns they began to make up ground. Burns 
kicked South’s first major, and then Edgar Barrett levelled by quarter time. Port was first out of the blocks in the 
second term, but South did the scoring — although these were only behinds. Graham then put the Portonians 
back into the lead, which they held at half time. Port defended stubbornly in the third term but eventually 
“Jumbo” Kerr restored parity for South. The final quarter was an exciting affair as both sides strove desperately 
for victory, but Port had by far the best of the term. The home side’s “Dummy” Muir was following superbly and 
giving the home side plenty of drive. South refused to concede another goal, but considered itself lucky to get 
two points after being outplayed for most of the day. The Southerners now had a run of eight games without 
defeat, and Willie Swallow’s gamble on Port Melbourne began to look like it was not going to pay off.
In another close encounter at the MCG Fitzroy edged out Carlton. The Blues began well but Fitzroy matched 
them in every department. Jack Worrall collected the first goal of the match, but Carlton was soon back in the 
fray, and with fine following from “Dukie” McKenzie, Carlton goal sneak W. Green made it one each at the close 
of the quarter. Fitzroy overwhelmed the Blues at the start of the second term and Tom Banks put the visitors 
back into the lead. However, Carlton’s following pack, led by Wally McKechnie and “Gib” Currie kept them in it 
and Green soon made it two-all. “Bice” Cleary then put Fitzroy back ahead before Tom Leydin made it three-all 
at the main interval. The first half had been a cracker and the champagne football continued in the third term. 
Whenever Fitzroy took the initiative Carlton would come back at them as each side goaled during the third term. 
The final quarter was the best of the lot. In a desperate finale Fitzroy teamed together brilliantly while Carlton 
relied on the valiant work of individuals to keep them in it. The Blues fought all the way but Worrall and Ern 
Nicholls added goals. In one last effort Carlton’s Green booted his fourth goal but the Blues just fell short in this 
exciting contest. Essendon had no trouble recording its sixth consecutive win at Richmond. Richmond lost every 
game to the Dons in the VFA and barely raised a yelp in this ten-goal drubbing. “Spot” Chadwick and Fred Ball 
were Essendon’s best. Geelong had a solid win at Williamstown thanks to Dave Hickinbotham and Joe McShane. 
North Melbourne returned to form with a nine-five win over the Saints. “Molly” Abrahams was the winner’s best 
and collected three goals. Arthur Rusden did well for the Saints. Football was as popular as ever as illustrated by 
the release of a new song called “Football Forever”, which was published by W.H. Glen & Co.
August 10 was set up for some ripping contests as the top six were all drawn to meet each other. Essendon 
played South Melbourne, Geelong met Port Melbourne and North Melbourne played Carlton. In the first game, 
Essendon roared back into premiership contention when it convincingly disposed of the champs for the second 
time in 1889. A record 31,672 patrons attended the South Melbourne Cricket Ground (the largest crowd since 
the visit of Geelong in 1886). The £600 in gate takings for this 1889 match were the largest in football history. 
Essendon’s share of proceeds from this tally was £117, which given that clubs like St Kilda were receiving around 
£10-15 for most matches, provides a clear illustration of the difference in financial power between the big clubs 
and the minnows in the VFA at this time (despite some redistribution of funds to other clubs). It also somewhat 
explains the big clubs desire to form their own new league, which eventuated in 1897. Essendon was without 
“Commotion” Pearson, for he had returned to Queensland, but included ex-Geelong men Archie Sykes and Fred 
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Goddard. Elms won the toss and gave Essendon the breeze. It was hoped that South’s use of it in the final quarter 
would make the difference. Things seemed to go to plan for South when Essendon began with plenty of dash 
but did not make the most of its early dominance. South was able to close the game down, but Joe Kerrigan 
did kick a goal, and the Same Old led at the first change. Things became shaky for South in the second term 
as Essendon’s pressure caused the locals to become flustered, and they fumbled the ball and kicked poorly. 
The premiers however had enough class to enable Jack Clinton to put them on equal terms by the long break. 
Essendon broke the game open in the third term. Tommy Rout and speedy wingman Stu Angwin kicked goals, 
and when “Driver” Carter kicked a fourth after a brilliant piece of team play, the Dons looked home and hosed. 
South had the breeze in the last term but never seriously threatened the visitors, who in fact added a fifth goal. 
Things were so bad for South at the end that ‘the spectators had the novelty of seeing two or three prominent 
Southerners reclining upon the turf whilst their conquerors were shooting for goal.’ (Australasian 17/8/1889) 
Essendon’s big five-one win ended South’s eight game undefeated run. South protested that Essendon played 
Sykes and Goddard without permits, but this furphy was quickly dismissed. Importantly, the Dons’ seventh win 
in a row put them on the top of the table for the first time since May. This result also opened up the premiership 
race again.
On the same day, Port showed real quality when it held Geelong to a three-all draw at Corio Oval. In a lively 
opening, the pacy visitors made the most of their chances and led by a goal at quarter time. In the second term 
Dave Hickinbotham led some fine Geelong team play, but the locals did not get an adequate return for all their 
hard work. In contrast, Port’s followers Fred McKnight, “Dummy” Ward and “Dummy” Muir were controlling play 
and Muir topped off this dominance with Port’s second goal. At half time the visitors led two-nil. Geelong was 
much better in the second half. Jim Julien and Hickinbotham were excellent and Bob Reid grabbed the local’s 
first goal. However, the Pivots had 12 scoring shots to 6 and still trailed at three quarter time. Both sides went 
hard at it in the last term. Jim Reid equalized for the locals and urged on by the home crowd the blue and white 
kept the pressure on. Port stood up to the challenge though and Muir’s second goal put Port back into the lead. 
Port resisted with all its might, but eventually Julien tied the game again, which ended in a three-all draw. Port 
had acquitted itself extremely well and had now gone seven games without defeat. Unfortunately, its fine effort 
did not translate into a rise on the ladder for it remained in third place .02% behind South Melbourne, but it did 
however make up half a game on the reigning premiers.
At the MCG North threw everything at Carlton but came up short. The northerners began in fine touch and 
with a great little marking game soon had two goals on the board (through Billy Carroll and Robbie Robertson) 
before Carlton settled. Through sheer doggedness the Blues worked their way back into the contest and scores 
were even at the first break. The game got a lot rougher in the second quarter, but North maintained the 
initiative, emphasised when the left-footed “Hookey” Gibson kicked a third goal for them before the main 
interval. Carlton’s Wally Watling made it three-all almost immediately after the re-commencement, but North 
responded brilliantly with goals to Harry Todd and “Molly” Abrahams. The northerners then bottled up play, 
but as legs grew weary the game began to open up. This suited the Blues and “Gib” Currie gave them a lifeline 
when he goaled just before the three quarter time bell. Carlton went on with the business in an exciting final 
term and grabbed two goals to record a six-five victory. North had played well but got no reward for its efforts, 
while Carlton held on to its premiership dreams. North’s rover Billy Carroll was reported for abusive language 
towards umpire Roy, but got off with a reprimand. Fitzroy pushed towards the top six with a comfortable home 
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win over Williamstown. Tom Banks played the game of the forty and “Bloomer” Salt was best for the Townites. 
Footscray suffered its twelfth consecutive loss at Richmond. The yellow and black did superbly kicking ten goals 
to three. “Monte” Brown kicked three and was Richmond’s best, and he had solid support from captain “Toots” 
O’Loughlin. St Kilda registered a solid home win over Melbourne. The Fuchsias kept pace with the Saints until 
half time, but then the latter kicked away to win with four goals to spare. “Fancy” McCoy and Alf Smith were 
best for the victors.
On August 17 Essendon continued its superb form with an eleven-goal return against Footscray at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. “Driver” Carter was in great touch with four goals, and Charlie Finlay also played 
brilliantly for the Same Old. The Dons recorded their eighth straight win, while the Tricolours slumped to their 
thirteenth consecutive loss, their worst ever run of outs in the pre-VFL era. South Melbourne had a tougher time 
at North Melbourne. The premiers raced to a three-goal lead at quarter time, but were then outscored by the 
determined northerners. North was particularly vigorous; one player was reported for striking and Billy Carroll 
was cited for abusive language. Ultimately, South had found the answers and Harry Purdy and Peter Burns were 
at the forefront in the six-four win. After a fine tussle at the Port Melbourne Cricket Ground Carlton inflicted 
Port Melbourne’s first loss in seven games. Port led by two goals at quarter time, but Carlton was terrific in the 
second quarter and reversed that margin by half time. The second half was a tough road, but the Blues held on 
their two-goal advantage. Fitzroy was all over the Saints, and its five-goal final quarter contributed to a new club 
record score of eleven goals (in senior matches). “Jockey” Wiseman and Worrall (three goals) were Fitzroy’s best. 
Geelong had no trouble with Melbourne in a game that was effectively over at half time. The fine play of Tom 
Parkin and Bob Talbot, with a little help from Jack Baker (who booted five goals), gave the Pivots a convincing 
eight-two victory. Ned Burwood was best for Richmond when it disposed of Williamstown.
On the evening of August 17 T.S. Marshall presented a speech called “Football Now and Then” at an Old 
Players Dinner at Geelong. Marshall unleashed a tirade against creeping professionalism and gambling, which 
he believed were corroding the amateur values connected to the game’s beginnings. He lamented that players 
no longer played for the love of the game, opting instead for financial gain. The speech caused quite a stir. 
The Herald and The Sportsman interviewed a range of old players including T.P. Power, Jack Gardiner, H.C.A. 
Harrison, Ben Goldsmith, and Ben Hall to seek their views. Most concurred with Marshall, though Carlton’s 
captain Tommy Leydin (who managed the Rose of Carlton Hotel) defended the current situation and believed 
that it was unrealistic to expect that betting could be stopped. In any event, T.S. Marshall’s speech was the 
opening salvo in a personal war against professionalism that he would wage with great determination over the 
ensuing years. His crusade also proved to be a catalyst in inspiring the powerful clubs to form the Victorian 
Football League at the end of 1896.
On August 24 Carlton followed its impressive victory over Port with an even better one against Essendon 
at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground before a crowd of over 26,000 people. The heavy ground once again 
suited the Blues and they adopted the exactly the same tactics employed in their victory over the Dons earlier 
in the season. Having learned nothing the Essendon players continued to try and pick up the ball while Carlton 
soccered it off the ground. It was a hard fought battle, but ”Dukie” McKenzie put Carlton’s first goal on the board 
after two minutes. The Blues’ players also laid on and smothered the ball as much as possible to deprive the 
Dons of possession. This frustrated their opponents who responded by pushing the Carlton boys in the back, 
which played into their opponents’ hands, as free kicks were freely dispensed to the Blues for this infringement 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   84 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1889
85
of the rules. The Blues led at quarter time and Watling soon gave them a two-goal buffer with Carlton’s third 
straight goal. Forbes and Sykes hit back for Essendon, which clawed its way back into the contest to be even at 
half time. In the third quarter, McKenzie was in fine touch for the Blues and his side regained the lead before 
the Same Old hit back hard and laid siege to Carlton’s defence. The Dons however kicked themselves out of 
the game when they could only accumulate a string of behinds. In the final term it was clear that Essendon had 
run its race and Brooks put the cream on the cake for the Blues with the last goal in a five-three win. The Blues 
placed a triple whammy on the Dons. They ended Essendon’s run of eight straight wins, knocked the Dons out 
of top position, and set up the Same Old for an end of season form slump in which it won just once in its last 
six games, a series of results that sent it crashing out of the premiership race.
While Essendon was slipping up, South Melbourne returned to the top with a slashing fifteen-goal win over 
the hapless Saints. South’s 15.18 (to 2.5) was one of its highest scores in the VFA and the 13-goal deficit was St 
Kilda’s heaviest defeat. South’s goal feast was shared between Edgar Barrett and Tom Bushell with four goals 
each. Purdy and Jack Clinton led the way for the winners. Port Melbourne got back on track when it easily 
defeated a dismal Melbourne. Melbourne failed to score in the first half, but managed two goals in the third 
quarter. Port registered 33 scoring shots and secured a nine-goal return. Paddy Hyne was Port’s best and Eddie 
Fox did well for the Fuchsias. Geelong and North Melbourne fought out a slashing game at Corio Oval. North 
started with the breeze and led by two goals at quarter time. The visitors also led at three quarter time, but a fine 
last term by the Pivots got them over the line 7.12 to North’s 6.11. Geelong’s new goal sneak Vin O’Farrell kicked 
three and Joe McShane put in a best on ground effort. Joe Middleton got a hat trick for North and Alf Gibson 
was its best. Fitzroy was in good form and easily defeated Richmond. Jack Worrall kicked three goals and “Bert” 
Rapiport was best for the winners. 
Footscray finally recorded its first win of the season, and first ever over Williamstown. Scores were tight all 
day, but the Tricolours nosed ahead in the third quarter and held on for a narrow win. “Shovel” Pender was the 
hero of the day kicking two goals for the winners in this intense derby match. There were serious repercussions 
at Williamstown after this humiliation. Rumours circulated that a Williamstown bookmaker had offered £5 to 
some local players to ‘play dead’. The club’s committee tried to get to the bottom of the matter, but could prove 
nothing. However, rover Andy Henderson and excellent defender “Bud” Williamson were dropped for the next 
game because they showed ‘poor form’ against Footscray. The club strenuously denied that they had been 
dropped for any other reason. Williamson then sent a statutory declaration to the Herald to try to clear his name. 
In 1890 he moved to Footscray and later captained South Melbourne. A month later the Williamstown Chronicle 
reported that Henderson wrote to the Williamstown FC demanding it provide evidence that he was ‘squared to 
play stiff’ in this match.
On August 31 South gained a huge boost of confidence when it beat local rivals Port Melbourne in a slug 
fest. South held a one-nil lead for most of the day before Edgar Barrett put the issue beyond doubt in the last 
quarter. Once again, the Burns/Purdy following combination proved too much for the visitors. Carlton defeated 
St Kilda and forward W. Green was in great touch with a return of four goals in a ten-one demolition. Essendon 
just about blew its premiership chances out of the water with a wasteful performance against Geelong at the 
East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Dons only managed 1.8 to the Pivots three straight goals in the first quarter, 
and by half time, Geelong had a comfortable four-goal lead. Essendon tried to get back into the game in the 
third term, but the Pivots kicked to the boundary line whenever possible. This time wasting strategy paid off and 
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helped the Pivots to a six-four win. Geelong would employ similar tactics in a famous game against Essendon at 
the end of the 1894 season. The Pivot’s Jim Julien gained a hat trick and was brilliant all day. Richmond pushed 
North Melbourne all the way, but the latter secured a narrow win after withstanding a grand finish from the 
yellow and black. Meanwhile, Fitzroy equalled its highest score with eleven goals at home against Melbourne. 
Melbourne returned a paltry two behinds. Con Buckley snaffled four goals for the maroon and blue.
By the end of August, South Melbourne, Carlton and Essendon were firmly ensconced in the top three with 
48 points each, but it was going to be hard to prevent the red and white from winning back-to-back premierships. 
The Southerners had only lost two of fifteen games, Carlton four in sixteen and Essendon five in seventeen. 
A game behind them in fourth place was Geelong and a further two points back Port Melbourne. Fitzroy had 
steadily improved its position and replaced North in sixth place. Richmond was the best of the bottom five, and 
despite winning its first game Footscray was still two games behind next-to-bottom Williamstown. South’s Edgar 
Barrett with 21 goals shared the goal kicking lead with Fitzroy’s Jack Worrall.
Carlton had its final chance to make a serious challenge for the premiership when it visited South Melbourne 
on September 7. With an attendance of 30,000 plus at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground records continued 
to be broken in the midst of South Melbourne’s most successful period. Such an important contest required the 
best umpire, and that was Jack Trait. South disliked him intensely and during the game “Sonny” Elms threatened 
to take his players off the ground in protest at one of Trait’s decisions. A strong northerly wind blew across 
the ground and South got the better of a tough opening. Both sides held players off the ball, pushed from 
behind, cheated on little marking and bent the rules whenever possible. Trait could not keep up with all of the 
infringements, which encouraged the players to indulge in them even more. South’s following division was in 
a league of its own with Peter Burns, Harry Purdy, Ben Page, “Dinnie” McKay, Jim O’Meara and “Jumbo” Kerr 
sharing the load, and although Carlton’s Tim McInerney stepped up for the injured Wally McKechnie, and was 
assisted by “Dolly” Batters and Jack Keane, South’s superiority in this area was bound to tell eventually. Burns 
and Wyatt opened the locals’ goal scoring account and these were matched with goals from Wally Watling and W. 
Green. Jack Clinton kicked a third for South just before the first bell. Matters remained pretty much the same in 
the second quarter. In the third term South made most of the running, but the Blues hung on. Kerr gave the locals 
a two-goal buffer, but Green quickly responded for the visitors and South only led by a goal at three quarter time. 
With the wind in its favour South expected to steamroll its way to victory in the last term, but Carlton proved to 
be troublesome adversaries. When Clinton booted the southerner’s fifth goal the home supporters anticipated 
many more, but the Blues persevered and Green responded in kind. Carlton was attacking when the final bell 
rang, but South had beaten off its nearest challengers for the premiership with a five goals to four victory. The 
Blues played with great tenacity and spirit, but ultimately could not match the class of the red and whites.
Geelong’s purple patch of form continued when it stretched its unbeaten run to eight games with a win over 
Fitzroy, and thus reasserted its claim for third place. Fitzroy led at quarter time, but the Pivots hit back hard in the 
second term and led by three goals at the long break. They continued to dominate in the second half and went 
on to secure a comfortable nine-four win. Vin O’Farrell kicked another three goals for the winners and his goal-
kicking prowess was helping the Pivots to deliver the goods. Essendon gained a desperately needed win at St 
Kilda. After an even first quarter the Dons skipped to a three-goal lead at half time and maintained that advantage 
for the rest of the match. Port Melbourne stayed in the top five with a hard fought victory at North Melbourne. 
After an even first half, Port produced a game winning burst of three goals in the third quarter. Williamstown 
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finally broke its ten-game duck when it easily accounted for Melbourne. The game was all over at half time when 
the home side held a six-nil lead. “Bloomer” Salt and “Ginger” Worroll did best work for the winners.
On September 14 South wrapped up back-to-back premierships when it recorded a solid home win over 
the hard working Pivots. Once again, a big crowd of 25,000 people went to see their local heroes. Geelong 
went into this game with some form, but did not have Tom Parkin, and Jack Baker played with a bad knee. The 
Pivots got the first score when “Dandy” Ryan hit the post. South’s followers, McKay, McMurray and Burns, then 
began to exert their influence. Joe McShane worked valiantly on behalf of Geelong in the packs, but McKay 
kicked forward where Jack Clinton snapped up South’s first goal. In the second quarter Burns made it two-nil, 
but this signalled a Geelong fight back after Joe McShane kicked a great goal from the boundary line. This was 
followed by Jim Reid’s screw shot over his shoulder to tie the match at two-all. In the third term South went on 
the attack but only gathered behinds. The Pivots continued to hold their own, but eventually Ben Page kicked 
a magnificent goal to put the locals back into the lead. Vin O’Farrell narrowly missed a goal for the visitors, but 
Billy Windley did not make the same mistake for South. Geelong was two goals down at the start of the last 
quarter but refused to yield, and after a big effort Jim Julien kicked a goal on the run to bring the difference back 
to a goal. South however sealed the victory after the boundary umpire made a bad call. Geelong was unsure as 
to whether the ball was in or out of play, but Clinton picked it up and booted the premier’s fifth goal. Geelong 
crumbled after this setback and Barrett added another to put the cream on the cake.
Essendon’s slim hopes of winning the premiership were finally dashed when it suffered a surprise defeat 
at Fitzroy. Fitzroy proved to be much too good for the battling Dons in the second half, and skipped away to 
register a convincing victory. Tom Banks did a fine job for the Roys on the half back line. Carlton had to fight 
all the way, but secured a win against old foes Melbourne at the MCG. Melbourne jumped the Blues and led by 
two goals at quarter time. The Fuchsias then withstood a Carlton counter attack in the second term, and looked 
certain winners after playing a superb third quarter to lead by three goals at the last change. However, Carlton 
did not waste its second opportunity with the breeze and with Tommy Leydin and Billy Bailey in fine form (and 
backed by a hat trick from Green), the Blues pipped Melbourne at the post: six-five. Port Melbourne was ruthless 
at home against the Saints. Scores of four, three, four and three gave them a final total of 14.23, a new record high 
score for the club and its greatest winning margin. St Kilda could only manage 2.2. New forward Billy “Buns” 
Fraser was brilliant in front of goals and landed four. Hanneysee chipped in with two and was Port’s best, along 
with Fred McKnight. North Melbourne won at Williamstown. After establishing a two-goal lead at quarter time it 
never relinquished its grip on the game. Some of the crowd started brawling and the police made some arrests to 
restore order. Richmond made the most of its match at Footscray to grab the four points, but had to do so after 
trailing at three quarter time. It was able to turn a one-goal deficit into a three-goal winning margin. 
Fitzroy put in another creditable performance against South Melbourne on September 21 to secure a home 
draw. The Roys began with the breeze and immediately forced South on the defensive. Fitzroy however did not 
make the most of this period of ascendancy and rover “Bice” Cleary was the main culprit with three behinds. 
Tom Banks was in everything for the locals in the goalless first quarter. South had the breeze in the following 
term but Fitzroy’s work rate didn’t let up, and it was only great shepherding from Edgar Barrett that allowed 
“Dinnie” McKay to register the visitor’s first goal. In the third term Fitzroy dominated, and although it kicked 
five behinds, it also got two goals (from Cleary), which gave them the lead at the last change. Under enormous 
pressure in the last term, the southerners resorted to some petty tactics. At one point “Bice” Cleary attempted to 
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kick for goal, but ‘O’Meara, the Southerner, who stood to his mark, threw his cap at the ball, and caused him 
to make a miss-kick.’ (Australasian 28/9/1889). Peter Burns also lost his temper and threw the ball at umpire 
Wilson. He was reported for this offence and later apologized. Elms then sent most of his men forward in an 
attempt to get an equalizer. Little Harry Purdy finally obliged with a fine place kick. South came away with two 
points, but it was lucky, as Fitzroy’s poor shooting for goal cost it victory.
Carlton was a convincing winner in the other top of the table clash at Geelong. The home side was weakened 
by the absence of Dave Hickinbotham, Bob Talbot and Tom Parkin, while Carlton was close to full strength. The 
Blues were all over the Pivots in the first quarter, but Jack Keane only scored their first goal after eleven straight 
behinds. Carlton led by the same margin at half time. In the third term Tom Mullen kicked a beautiful goal to put 
the locals back on even terms, but thereafter the Blues had it all their own way and went on to record a five-one 
win. Carlton now only had to defeat Fitzroy in its last game to take second place. The Port and Essendon game 
was a cracker. Port was superb in the first quarter when it kicked three unanswered goals against a powerless 
opponent. The Same Old responded appropriately in the second quarter when Sykes and Carter kicked goals, 
and would have been level at half time had Tommy Rout’s shot not hit the post. In the third term Essendon 
persisted and was rewarded when Jack Mouritz equalised. Both sides put in a mighty effort in the final quarter. 
Hanneysee was particularly outstanding, and Port eventually got the better of the visitors when Maxwell’s goal 
sewed up the game. The win kept Port’s hopes of a top three finish alive and virtually ended the Don’s chances 
of achieving the same feat. 
Melbourne gained its first win after eight losses by getting the better of Richmond. Scores were even at half 
time, but the Fuchsias did enough in the third quarter to take the points. This on-field success was not matched 
by the work of the club’s administration as Melbourne was in financial difficulties because of the costs of running 
the Friendly Societies Ground. St Kilda lost its home game against Williamstown primarily because of a terrible 
return of just three goals from 21 scoring shots. In contrast, the Townites collected four goals from nine scoring 
shots. Williamstown held the upper hand in the first half and made the game a certainty with a strong third 
quarter. Once again there was crowd trouble between Williamstown and St Kilda supporters. A fight broke out 
after a “bell topper” was knocked off the head of a young St Kilda supporter. The courts later punished the 
protagonists.
In the final matches of the year South Melbourne celebrated back-to-back premierships by thumping 
Richmond. South was in a festive mood and booted six goals to none in the first quarter. It then went on to 
register a 13.10 to 0.6 victory. It was the third largest winning margin in VFA history. Edgar Barrett feasted with 
seven goals and was South’s best. By defeating Fitzroy, Carlton finished runners-up. The Roys were no pushovers 
and Carlton made things hard for themselves with a poor return of 2.8 with the breeze in the first quarter. Fitzroy 
was back on level terms at half time, but the Blues regained the lead in the third quarter and consolidated in the 
final term. “Dukie” McKenzie, who had been magnificent all season, was Carlton’s best. In defeating Geelong 
for the first time in its history and thereby securing third place, Port Melbourne achieved its highest position 
pre-1897. Port started with the breeze and jumped the Pivots to rack up 3.7 to nil. Port then defended grandly 
in the next term and kept an under strength Geelong to just one goal. The locals went on with the job in the 
third quarter and established a four-goal buffer by three quarter time. This was enough to see them through. 
Fred McKnight and “Curly” Sharp were best for the winners. Charles Brownlow, in one of his rare games for the 
Pivots, was the visitor’s best. By losing its last three games Geelong suffered its worst run of outs since August 
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1876. Essendon crashed and burned when it lost at North Melbourne. It had been an extremely disappointing 
end for the Same Old in a season that had promised so much. North wrapped up the game in the third quarter 
when it kicked three unanswered goals. Harry Todd did best for the winners. St Kilda finished the season on a 
high note by defeating Melbourne at the Friendly Societies Ground.
Williamstown gained revenge for its earlier loss to Footscray in another spiteful match between these arch-
rivals. The Tricolours held a narrow lead at quarter time, but Williamstown was back on level terms by half time. 
The fireworks started in the third quarter when Williamstown began to get on top. An all-out brawl broke out in 
the crowd and before long the players got caught up in the action. The result was that A. Anderson (F) and E. 
Griffin (W) were charged with striking each other. W. Young (W) and J. Fribbs (W) were both charged for striking 
A. Ley (F). W.F. Jones (W) and G. Brownfield (W) were reported for striking a Footscray club member. Anderson 
was disqualified until July 1890 and Griffin was given a reprimand. Young was disqualified for the entire 1890 
season, but charges against Jones and Brownfield were dismissed. Williamstown won the football match six-one. 
“Jasper” Jones and Dick Salt did well for the winners while Roberts was Footscray’s best.
Although South Melbourne finished just two points clear of second-placed Carlton (who had played one 
more game) the red and whites were clearly the best side in the competition. South beat Carlton twice and the 
team it did not master (Essendon) was well off the pace. “Sonny” Elms’ skill, judgment and experience as captain 
held the premiers in very good stead, and it was claimed that South’s success was owed ‘in no small measure to 
the skill, judgment and experience of their captain Elms, who has almost invariably shown sound generalship’. 
(The Age, 30/9/1889). In fact, this South team was one of the greatest of the nineteenth century as there was an 
abundance of talent on every line. In the late 1920s Peter Burns recalled that it was ‘the best team of footballers 
I ever saw together. A big, strong, active, and fast team, the majority of them were splendid long kicks, and 
exceptionally good in the air.’ (Sporting Globe 1/10/1927) The premier’s following division would have held 
its own against any of the great Geelong combinations with players like Peter Burns, Harry Purdy, Ben Page, 
“Jumbo” Kerr and Jimmy O’Meara. Their centerline and running players were of the highest calibre with Billy 
Windley, Billy Spence and Archie McMurray. Elms led the defence and had two fine players “Chopper” Doran 
and “Bolivar” Powell alongside. The forward division contained giants like “Dinnie” McKay and forward Edgar 
Barrett who topped the VFA goal kicking in his first year with the club. Throw in veterans like Jimmy Young, Tom 
Bushell and “Barkley” Jones and it was no wonder that the club was envied, even loathed, by supporters from 
other clubs. South’s insatiable desire for success seemed to know no bounds. No club was better at manipulating 
football’s ‘amateur professionalism’, and few could match its ruthless ambition. 
Carlton began the year poorly but thereafter few could match its talent and supreme fitness (coached/trained 
by Sam English) in a team that got stronger as the season progressed. The Blues lost to South twice, but shared a 
game each with Port. Essendon was no match for them. The acquisition of rover “Dukie” McKenzie covered the 
loss of champion Jack Baker, and Tommy Leydin proved to be an effective leader. Billy Bailey and “Dolly” Batters 
were fine small followers, and the club had very, very good big men like Wally McKechnie, “Gib” Currie, Alick 
Gellatley and Jack Lorraine. The Blues also possessed some of the best defenders in the VFA, which included 
the dashing Danny Hutchinson, Bill Maloney, Jack Roberts, Ted Sutton and Billy Walton. All up, Carlton had one 
of the most talented lists in the competition. The most successful year in Port Melbourne’s history was due in 
no small part to the exertions of captain and champion rover Billy Hanneysee. The Age reported that ‘No man 
could have worked harder for the success of the team, or played a finer game than …Hanneysee (rover) did all 
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through the season, the brilliancy of his runs and play generally stimulating his team to rally with astonishing 
effect towards a finish on many occasions.’ (The Age, 30/9/1889). It took more than one man to make a team 
though and a draw against South and wins over Carlton, Essendon and Geelong was brought about by the fine 
play of men like Pat Harper, Lambert Collings, Billy Fraser, Jim Graham, Fred McKnight and the Sharp brothers. 
Essendon started the season in great fashion, but could not maintain its form. After four wins it lost three in 
row, bounced back to win seven, and then lost five of its last six. It was argued that the team was ‘generally lithe, 
light and very fast, and unfortunately just as they had reached the top of the list, the wet weather commenced, 
and on the boggy grounds the team have been persistently unsuccessful against heavier players.’ (The Age, 
30/9/1889) However, with players like Stuart Angwin, Fred Ball, “Driver” Carter, Alick Dick, Charlie Finlay, 
Bill Fleming, “Tracker” Forbes, Jack Mouritz, “Commotion” Pearson and Archie Sykes there was no doubt that 
the Dons had the nucleus of a very good team and would only get better. Geelong was in fifth and had never 
finished lower in the VFA. It still had great players like Dave Hickinbotham, Hugh McLean, Jack Baker and Phil 
McShane, (all in the veteran class by this time), and others like Jack Conway, Vin O’Farrell, Tom Parkin, the 
Reids, “Dandy” Ryan, Bob Talbot and “Shacko” Timms. The problem was these men rarely lined-up together 
on the same day. Injuries and other commitments meant that the Pivots were generally unsettled and lost the 
cohesion that had made it such a famous and successful club. It was better than most on its day, but those 
days were getting fewer and far between. Its form also suffered because of a poor attitude to training and many 
players did not heed Hickinbotham’s 1888 warnings. North Melbourne was inconsistent and lacked esprit de 
corps. It also had a reputation for going the man rather than the ball. After a poor start Fitzroy’s stocks gradually 
improved, but it was not enough to get them any higher than seventh. It was generally agreed that the side had 
under performed. Of the others Richmond and St Kilda were fairly even, and below them were Williamstown 
(rent by dissension because of bribery claims), Melbourne, which was still in the wilderness, and Footscray, 
which some commentators argued was not good enough to be in the VFA.
It was claimed that the best players in the competition were followers Peter Burns (SM), Jack Worrall (Fitz.), 
“Dukie” McKenzie (Carl.), Jack Baker (Geel.), Billy Hanneysee (PM), Billy Carroll (NM) and “Tracker” Forbes 
(Ess.). As for the best player in 1889 The Argus offered the following assessment:
Taking his performances as a goal-kicker, his unquestionable judgment as a captain, the value of his 
general work as a rover, and the not less considerations of manliness and good nature, Worrall, of 
Fitzroy, may fairly claim a unique place amongst footballers, and one in which he has no rival. Some 
of these qualifications, however, bear only indirectly on the point sought to be determined, and, taking 
hard and brilliant play as the sole consideration, popular opinion would probably name McKenzie, of 
Carlton, as the champion footballer of the season. 
(The Argus, 30/9/1889)
In his first season South’s Edgar Barrett topped the goal kicking with 28 goals in senior matches, just edging 
out Carlton’s W. Green with 27. Fitzroy’s Jack Worrall was next with 23 followed by Richmond’s Billy Brown on 
21. Despite losing some leading players to senior clubs North Park continued to reign at the top of the VJFA, 
although East Richmond pushed them, and Britannia and St Kilda Esplanade were other leading juniors. Ballarat 
was considered the best provincial club.
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As South Melbourne continued to dominate the competition some began to complain that football’s standards 
were dropping, and there was a growing sense that the game was losing its way. Some, like VFA secretary T.S. 
Marshall, blamed it on creeping professionalism and betting. Gate money had been enriching the big clubs 
for years and was fed into player recruitment and improvements to training and ground facilities. This meant 
that poor clubs were at the mercy of stronger clubs in a black market where players could be paid £20 just for 
‘transferring’ to a bigger team. The lengths some officials went to secure players turned into a running joke. The 
Sportsman described a typical scenario:
The demand for players is so great that the players have to promise each and all who solicit their 
services in order to get rid of them. It, therefore, frequently happens that three or four clubs pick the 
same player in their teams, whilst the player himself has no intention of favouring either of them, and 
goes off somewhere else. I heard rather a good story the other day of a representative of say “A” club 
calling round at a young fellow’s place of business with a view to enlisting his services. He found an 
old acquaintance from “B” club waiting at the front door, so he went round to the back. Here a red 
hot supporter of “C” club confronted him. So, in despair, he dodged into the building only to find the 
coveted player in confab with one of “D’s” energetic canvassers. 
         (The Sportsman, 30/4/1890)
Trainers were also caught up in the professionalism issue as clubs were willing to pay to enlist the very best 
to develop expertise in physical training strategies and dietary matters. Fitzroy trainer Jem Mitchell left to join 
Melbourne for this purpose and was immediately accused of doing so ‘for the money’. In August the Sporting 
Standard presented a damning report on the state of football. The writer claimed that football was worse than 
it had been in 1880 because clubs were selfish and too much money was spent on trainers and various oils. 
He concluded, ‘The fact is the whole football fabric is as rotten as an over ripe pear. A veiled professionalism 
exists all along the line, and the sooner the mask is thrown off and the professional footballer acknowledged 
the better.’ (Sporting Standard, 30/8/1890). The influence and impact of betting money on the game also hit the 
headlines in September after South’s inexplicable loss to Carlton.
Being part of a successful club like South Melbourne was incentive enough to join, but more important 
carrots were offered, including cash, jobs, travel and travel expenses, equipment, health insurance and the 
distribution of valuable trophies. As for the latter, the VFA now called a limit to the value of such awards. 
‘Amateur professionalism’ was a cause for concern, but not all of football’s shortcomings could be blamed on 
fiscal matters. Some commentators believed that there were too many clubs in the VFA and that two divisions 
would cater for the chasm in class between teams like South Melbourne and Footscray. The lower division 
could include the Ballarat teams and clubs like Collingwood who continued to push for admission. Too many 
games also ended in darkness, and in response the VFA decided that games should be 110 minutes from May 
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to July and 120 minutes in August and September. A call was also made, once again, for the appointment of 
boundary umpires. There were continuing problems with crowd behaviour, and spectators at games involving 
Williamstown, Port Melbourne and Footscray seemed to be the most consistent offenders. Some clubs also 
had fraught relationships with their cricket clubs. In May North Melbourne was informed that it was no longer 
permitted to train on the North Melbourne Recreation Reserve, and in September the Richmond Cricket Club 
suddenly decided that football would not be permitted on the ground for the last month of the season. Carlton 
was still seeking permanent occupancy of Prince’s Park, but this continued to elude them.
The style of game had also changed. The early eighties had been marked by the fast and open play of 
Geelong’s uncontested possession football, but the success of South’s style, which favoured bullocking followers 
with superior weight, became the dominant mode of operation. South’s formula was built on strength with fit, 
short, thick-set players that fought every contest with great determination, and they were supported by fast and 
highly skilled on-ballers. This is not to say that some games weren’t “fast”, open, and high scoring, but weight 
became so important that newspapers began to publish the comparative weights of teams before major contests. 
In fact weight could be a critical advantage, as demonstrated in South’s game with Carlton in August. Fitzroy and 
North Melbourne also adopted this kind of game. The Australasian did not support it and “Markwell” argued ‘I 
am now more convinced than ever that the preponderance of ruck play goes a very long way towards spoiling 
the game.’ (Australasian, 12/7/1890) Teams like Essendon and St Kilda were fast and light, but the Dons were in 
the process of changing their personnel to heavier types. 
As back-to-back premiers South Melbourne’s players received another issue of VFA premiership caps and 
were also rewarded with a trophy worth 10 guineas. With such a fantastic list South didn’t need to do more 
recruiting, but this didn’t stop them picking up Jim Graham and “Buck” Morton from Port Melbourne (their 
favourite recruiting zone). Classy Joe Middleton from North Melbourne, the experienced Bob Talbot from 
Geelong and fine centreman Fred Waugh from St Kilda also came to the Lake Oval. The premier lost few players, 
for after all, who would want to leave a club that provided on all expenses-paid trip by boat to Brisbane during 
the season where everything on board was at the service of the players, including a saloon bar, orchestra and 
entertainers? Carlton was shaken by the defection of captain Tommy Leydin to Fitzroy, but this allowed Billy 
Strickland to step into the role (after being elected by the players). The retirement of follower Alick Gellatley and 
defender Bill Maloney, and “Dodger” O’Connor’s move to North Melbourne, would be felt. Carlton compensated 
for these losses by securing Geelong goal sneak Phil McShane (a marriage that soon ended acrimoniously). They 
also gained top follower “Jigger” Morehouse from St Kilda and handy footballers “Bloomer” Salt and Don Murray 
from Williamstown. The Blues therefore maintained a powerful combination.
After a splendid 1889 Port Melbourne went through the customary presentation of trophies to players, but 
the NSW tour in 1889 generated a major financial deficit. This soon had serious implications for Port’s secretary 
W.W. Rolfe, and his erstwhile supporter Billy Hanneysee, and 1890 would be that champion’s last season at the 
club. The quality in Port’s ranks was quickly thinning. The club lost quality personnel Morton and Graham to 
South Melbourne, “Llamo” Vine went to Essendon, and fine follower Pat Harper to St Kilda. Their replacements 
were modest and included goal kicker Harry Douglas from Footscray, “Jockey” Fitzpatrick from Essendon, Jack 
Graham from Bendigo and old-stager William “Whalebone” Johnston from North Melbourne. Essendon did not 
present trophies because it was claimed it didn’t want to privilege individuals above the team. It was however at 
the recruiting forefront into which it was investing a considerable amount of time and money. The Dons picked 
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up Geelong’s great runner Jim Julien and full back Fred Furnell. In addition, able defender Arthur Clarke, brilliant 
rover Alex “Joker” Hall (whose elder brother John “Joker” had also played for the club), rover Ben Harriman, 
follower Reg Wilmott and fine half-back/wingman “Wingey” Young were all taken from junior clubs. 
Geelong’s situation was exacerbated by problems with the cricket club. At the end of the year the latter was 
angered by the £111 debt the football club incurred for its tour to Adelaide. In turn, the football club resented 
the cricket club’s intrusion into its affairs, but as they were in a partnership they had to learn to live together. 
More costs were expended on painting and repairing Corio Oval’s grandstand, and this left little to invest in local 
junior clubs. The club agreed to pay for cabs to bring players to the ground for training nights, but this did not 
improve attendance at practice. Jack Baker replaced Dave Hickinbotham as captain as the latter appeared to be 
temporarily on the outer. These problems probably contributed to the departure of some experienced champions 
to other clubs, and suggested that the club was being factionalised. Hughie McLean left for Melbourne (though 
he would return in 1892), and Fred Furnell and Jim Julien (for the second time) to Essendon. The Dons 
were making a habit of poaching some of Geelong’s best players, which caused considerable consternation at 
Pivotland. Veteran goal sneak Phil McShane also departed for Carlton. Geelong did not reap its usual rich harvest 
of recruits to fill the gaps, but old-timer “Joss” Adams arrived after a stint at Portarlington.
Fitzroy continued on its ambitious recruitment path and was likely offering competitive inducements to 
attract players. At the AGM it was stated that the club was coping with the steadily increasing running costs 
(probably due to local business support), and the influential Jack Worrall, whose drive was turning Fitzroy into a 
powerful club, was again in command. The arrival of Carlton captain Tommy Leydin was a major coup and later 
in the year Phil McShane arrived after a disagreement with Carlton. Richmond’s star goal sneak Billy “Monte” 
Brown also moved to the maroon and blue, but it was an ill-fated transfer, for he broke his leg in a practice 
match and never played a senior game. The club also attracted Tasmanian champion Nick Bonnitcha, A.E. King 
from Melbourne, Tim McInerney from Carlton and McPherson from Williamstown. Its best recruit was 19 year-
old ex-Britannia man Jim Grace who went on to become the VFA’s leading goal kicker.  
North Melbourne promoted Dick Houston to the captaincy, but had to contend with an exodus of experienced 
players to other clubs. This included fine rover Billy Carroll to Melbourne, Joe Middleton to South, and veteran Joe 
Tankard to Tasmania. Will Johnston left for Port Melbourne and brother Wally went to umpiring. The northerners 
still possessed a core of reasonably good players and its forward stocks were bolstered with the arrival of 
“Dodger” O’Connor from Carlton. Rover Andy Henderson also joined after a wretched year at Williamstown. 
Richmond suffered a body blow when Billy Brown defected to Fitzroy. Tom Graham returned after a sojourn 
at Port Melbourne, but as it was not a wealthy club, Richmond greatly relied on a bevy of local junior recruits. 
Unlike Geelong, St Kilda continued to ‘assist’ its local junior clubs, and in April the club recorded donations of 
£2 2/-  to junior clubs South St Kilda, Marlton, South Yarra Waverly and St Kilda Esplanade. This type of support 
for local teams was good policy for clubs who could not afford to attract the best football talent, and St Kilda 
lost two fine players when “Jigger” Morehouse went to Carlton and Fred Waugh transferred to South. The Saints 
however picked up fine follower Pat Harper from Port Melbourne, and Marylebone junior Peter Forman was an 
excellent player.
Williamstown had been scarred by the investigation of players suspected of playing ‘dead’ after the loss to 
Footscray in 1889. This unhappy club lost two players in the fallout: Andy Henderson left for North and George 
Williamson went to Footscray. A poisonous atmosphere at the club also led to the departure of the McPherson 
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brothers, Murray and Salt. After a decade in the wilderness things began to look up for Melbourne when the 
MCC took over its management. This would prove to be a successful partnership for many years to come. It 
was claimed that the football club would remain strictly amateur, but before long it was a running joke that 
Melbourne players were employed as ‘groundsmen’ at the MCC’s holdings where they did next to nothing. In a 
positive sign for the Fuchsias, classy rover Billy Carroll returned from North and Ed Griffith from St Kilda. The 
club also enticed the capable Joe Wilson and Lou Massey from Tasmania, and Hughie McLean from Geelong. At 
Footscray’s AGM a generous donor announced that he would give £100 to the club if it won the premiership, 
£75 for second and £50 for third. After several disastrous seasons the Tricolours began to put things into order 
and picked up a couple of gems in fine defender George Williamson from Williamstown and future captain Ernie 
Nicholls from Fitzroy.
The opening matches of the season on May 3 saw a major surprise when Fitzroy thrashed Geelong on the 
latter’s home turf. Fitzroy’s first ever win over the Pivots was set up in the first half when it stopped the home 
side from scoring. It then helped itself to four goals in the third quarter, which broke Geelong’s resistance. In 
the eight-one victory the Roys unearthed a new goal kicking ace called Jim Grace who collected three. Another 
new recruit Tommy Leydin was best for the winners. Geelong’s misery was compounded with the news that ex-
champion Billy Wilson had died from influenza. Essendon and Port Melbourne fought out an exciting three-all 
draw on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The teams were neck and neck all day although Essendon had 13 
more scoring shots (kicking seven behinds in the second term). Fred Ball for Essendon and Billy Hanneysee for 
Port were best, and Billy Fraser kicked all of Port’s goals. St Kilda secured its first ever win over Williamstown 
by a narrow margin. The Saints got an early break on the Townites and did enough to hold on from there. Alf 
Smith was best for the winners as was “Ginger” Worroll for Williamstown. Veteran goal sneak Phil McShane 
kicked three goals in his debut for Carlton when it comfortably accounted for Melbourne at the MCG. Another 
new man, “Bloomer” Salt was best for the winners. South Melbourne had an easy win over Richmond, and North 
Melbourne got off to a winning start against Footscray.
Fitzroy followed its great victory over Geelong with a slashing record home win over Richmond. The Roys’ 
13.11 was a new club record high score. New boys Nick Bonnitcha and Jim Grace were brilliant and captured 
four goals each, while Jack Worrall chipped in with three of his own. Worrall, Leydin and Grace were all terrific 
for the winners. St Kilda was on the improve and relied on its considerable speed, but even though new recruit 
Pat Harper put in a best on ground effort, it was not enough to get them a result against a heavier Carlton unit. 
The Blues raced to a three-goal lead at quarter time, but found themselves one down at the long break. Carlton 
regained the lead in the third and didn’t let it slip again. Essendon’s experienced goal sneak Harry Caldwell (with 
his pointed-toed football boots) collected five goals against Williamstown in the Same Old’s nine-two win. Port 
had to fight hard to get past a rapidly improving Melbourne at the MCG. In a great tussle Port thought it had 
done enough after kicking four unanswered goals in the third quarter and led by five going into the last quarter. 
However, Melbourne, with top centre half forward Dick Kelly and rover Billy Carroll in fine form, kicked five 
goals to one in the last term but still fell short. The big forwards for both sides were in good touch, Dick Kelly 
and “Buns” Fraser got three goals for their teams. Billy Hanneysee’s best on ground effort proved to be the 
difference between the sides. South made it two wins when it easily conquered visitors Footscray. 
On May 17 Port Melbourne and Carlton were involved in a pulsating match at the MCG. After a baseball 
match provided pre-match entertainment the two teams settled into an exemplary exposition of brilliant marking 
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and lightning passes. At half time it was one goal apiece, but Carlton had been wasteful and this would prove 
costly. Phil McShane in particular wasted quite a few chances (although he got two goals for the day), and W. 
Green and Peter Williams also missed relatively easy shots. Port’s Jim Graham was in superb marking form 
and he helped his side nudge ahead in the third term, although the Blues had seven more scoring shots. In an 
exhilarating final quarter both sides threw everything into the fray and the result was in doubt right until the end. 
Port however came away with a four-three win, and thus inflicted the Blue’s first loss of the season.
Fitzroy was the new glamour side and continued on its goal-kicking spree. After a stunning four-goal first 
quarter, the Roys completely routed the Saints nine-two. New VFA star Jim Grace collected six goals (a club 
record) and was Fitzroy’s best. North Melbourne gave South Melbourne a fright. Acrobats entertained the crowd 
of 15,000 before the match, and as usual there was a ‘profusion of bunting which is always characteristic of the 
South cricket ground [and] gave animation to the scene.’ (Herald, 17/5/1890) North started brightly and George 
Sykes was in fine form for them, but it was all-square at the main break, and it was still even at three quarter 
time. “Dinnie” McKay played a great game for the premiers and took one beautiful mark when ‘he leaped head 
and shoulders above all others.’ (Herald, 17/5/1890). In the final term the northerners looked set to hold on for a 
draw, but with only two minutes left on the clock Peter Burns rescued his side with the winning goal. Essendon 
built on its good start by thrashing Richmond. The Don’s five-goal third term set them up for an eleven-one win. 
Dons’ captain Bill Fleming kicked a “monster” from 65 metres and Harry Caldwell was also in superb form with 
six goals. Richmond had one of its poorest sides on the paddock and was in all sorts of trouble after losing its 
first three games and conceding 32 goals in the process. Only 100 people attended Corio Oval to see Geelong 
deliver an unconvincing win over Footscray the 1889 wooden spooners. Melbourne picked up its first win of the 
year against Williamstown when “Bottler” Smith’s three goals set it up for a five-two score line.
Around 30,000 people crammed into the East Melbourne Cricket Ground to see an exciting contest between 
undefeated teams Essendon and South Melbourne on the Queen’s Birthday (May 24). It was the highest VFA 
attendance of the year, and there were so many people the picket fence broke down, which meant that thousands 
had to sit along the boundary line. Essendon started the stronger and fine followers “Snowy” Ball, “Tracker” 
Forbes, Archie Sykes and Jack Mouritz regularly drove the ball forward. Billy Windley however was defending in 
fine style for South and “Sonny” Elms helped out by roughing up his lighter opponents. Ben Page and “Dinnie” 
McKay were soon leading counter attacks, but Essendon’s defence was also solid. The sides went to the first 
break with barely any action on the scoreboard: just a behind to the Dons. Neither side scored a goal in the 
second term either. Essendon did most of the attacking but South’s defence cleverly forced the home side’s 
forwards up the ground so that when they got possession they were too far out to goal. For all their dominance 
the Dons went to half-time with scores locked at nil-all, although they had six behinds to nil. South started the 
second half as fresh as daisies and had Essendon in all sorts of trouble early on. Edgar Barrett however missed 
a great chance to goal, and the Dons bounced back when “Wingey” Young slipped away from Elms to mark in 
front, and followed this effort by slotting the game’s first major. The journalist from The Age was struck by the 
teams’ contrasting physique and styles:
The tall slim men from the northern suburb in their quick running and dashing play formed a curious 
contrast to their short and thick set opponents, whose qualities were of a different description. The 
Southerners have a resolute, dogged perseverance which is particularly their own, and they show a 
great deal of skill and strength in kicking for goal. 
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          (The Age, 26/5/1890)
Harry Purdy and Jim O’Meara helped lift South’s work rate, Arthur Brown soon equalized, and it was one-all at 
the last change. Not long into the final term Harry Caldwell restored the lead for the Dons and then the game 
really heated up as South threw everything at the Dons in a desperate attempt to restore parity. They finally 
achieved this when Archie McMurray produced a fine place-kicked goal after taking a dubious little mark. 
The final minutes of the game were hectic as Essendon pressed for the winner, but the match ended two-all. 
Essendon had the better of the play but South had a bunch of tough and experienced campaigners who weren’t 
prepared to relinquish their champion status without a decent fight. Essendon had given South all sorts of trouble 
and could take heart from the draw, but the red and black needed consistency if it was to replace the red and 
white at the top of the tree.
North Melbourne and Geelong met at the MCG, but not even the most optimistic North supporter expected 
to see them win by a staggering nine-goal margin. The visitor’s Jack Baker and Dave Hickinbotham worked like 
Trojans to stop the rot, but had little support as Dick Houston, “Farmer” Lording and Harry Todd led the way 
for the northerners. This record loss was undeniable evidence that Geelong was in a downward spiral. In the 
morning Carlton beat a plucky Footscray after gradually building the lead throughout the day. Phil McShane 
continued his good goal kicking form for the Blues with another three goals. The undefeated Port Melbourne 
beat Richmond in its first game in front of the new grandstand. “Dummy” Muir was best for Port.
On May 31 a record crowd of over 17,000 saw North host old rivals Carlton in a fabulous game. As with 
most other matches between these two there was some controversy. North was confident of victory but Carlton 
included new St Kilda recruit “Jigger” Morehouse, a first class follower. On a slippery ground, the Blues took the 
initiative and rover “Dukie” McKenzie gathered plenty of possessions. However, after “Bloomer” Salt missed an 
easy chance for the visitors, North hit back with a long place-kicked goal by skipper Dick Houston. With Dick 
Gibson and Ernie Bean in great touch North’s fine team play kept the pressure on, but Carlton defended with 
great skill and “Dolly” Batters and Jack Keane were giving them plenty of drive along the wings. The visitor’s first 
goal from Peter Williams made it even at the first break. The play got a little rougher in the next term and umpire 
Trait freely dispensed free kicks in a bid to take the heat out of it. Unfortunately, the players took advantage 
of this and started barraging Trait with appeals for free kicks. Eddie Williams restored North’s lead but Carlton 
responded with some great play that led to Peter Williams’ equalizer, and at half-time the teams could not be 
separated. North was the stronger in the third term and Eddie Williams just squeezed through a major from 
long range to make it three-two. In an exciting finale North was surprised by Carlton’s desperation. Ex-Geelong 
goal ace Phil McShane hit the post before Keane made it three-all just before the bell. North’s supporters were 
furious with Trait’s umpiring, and some “roughs”, or “blackguards” as they were referred to, decided to take 
matters into their own hands. Trait had to be escorted from the ground by police and some of North’s players. 
Some supporters however broke into the dressing room and abused Trait. The VFA was not impressed and 
North’s reputation considerably suffered as a result of this incident. Trait complained, ‘During the game stones 
and mud were thrown at me from the crowd, and often, when I went to pick up the ball close to the fence I 
was struck at with fists and hats.’ (Herald, 13/6/1890) Trait reported North captain Dick Houston and George 
Sykes for ungentlemanly conduct. North made a counter accusation that Trait had umpired poorly, but the VFA 
reprimanded Houston and suspended Sykes for the rest of the year. Carlton pulled two points out of the North 
Melbourne Recreation Reserve cauldron but was still not happy with the team’s effort. Phil McShane in particular 
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was suspected of deliberately missing goals and was dropped. The Blues then refused to clear him, but he 
eventually went to Fitzroy, his fourth club.
Life was not great for umpires at this time. Jack J. “Cocker” Trait was considered the prince of umpires, yet 
because he was originally from Geelong (although he had never played footy with the Pivots) Melbourne clubs 
treated him with suspicion. He did umpire a lot of Geelong’s games in the early 1880s, but South Melbourne 
was especially antagonistic and tried to prevent Trait adjudicating in its games. He was therefore often excluded 
from umpiring matches involving Geelong by the end of the decade. This was an enormous insult for the finest 
umpire of the nineteenth century, and this kind of treatment led him to announce his retirement at the end of 
1890. (Circumstances however would bring Trait back to the game in 1891, and to a curious kind of revenge 
against South). Other umpires were no better off, and in July, they requested the VFA to organize regular escorts 
from the grounds because of threats from hostile crowds. In August, VJFA southern junior Thomas Duggan was 
disqualified for life after striking an umpire. 
After the most humiliating defeat in its history Geelong responded with a fantastic win at Port Melbourne. 
This was a particularly impressive achievement given the visitors’ youth. The Pivots hit the lead in the third 
term and didn’t look back. Joe McShane and Jack Baker were Geelong’s best as was Hanneysee for Port. South 
Melbourne cruised to another win over Melbourne. “Dinnie” McKay and Edgar Barrett were best for the winners, 
and Hughie McLean did well for the Redlegs. Essendon consolidated a top three berth after comfortably defeating 
St Kilda. Harry Caldwell (sometimes playing under the pseudonym “Ferguson”) was best and kicked three goals. 
Williamstown drew with visitors Footscray. This didn’t seem to satisfy Footscray’s supporters who swamped the 
trains after the match and could not be held back by the stationmaster or police. In the scuffle two panes of glass 
were broken. Fitzroy was touring Tasmania where it won, drew and lost its three allotted matches. Champ Nick 
Bonnitcha who had quickly formed a deadly forward partnership with Jim Grace stayed in Tassie after the tour 
and was sorely missed. At the end of May South Melbourne was the best team in the competition, but Fitzroy was 
on top because it had won all three games and held the only 100 per cent record. Essendon was in third, half a 
game behind South. Carlton and Port Melbourne were equal fourth. North Melbourne got off to a solid start and 
was in sixth half a game ahead of Geelong. Melbourne and St Kilda with one win each shared eighth spot, while 
Footscray, Williamstown and Richmond had not registered a win in the first month of the season and were the 
cellar dwellers. Essendon’s Harry Caldwell (15) and Jim Grace (13) were clear leaders in the goal kicking stakes. 
After a strong start to the year Essendon was again outclassed by the Blues in front of 25,000 people at the 
MCG on June 7. The day began badly for the Dons when ace goal kicker Harry Caldwell went down with a 
fractured kneecap. He had been in the best form of his career, but this injury ended his playing days. Essendon 
was well on top before the mishap. “Tracker” Forbes was also giving them plenty of drive, but Ned Sutton led 
Carlton’s defence and was like the rock of Gibraltar. Essendon had the best of a quarter in which neither side 
goaled. Carlton was much better in the next term. “Dukie” McKenzie was everywhere and after “Gib” Currie hit 
the post, a goal from “Jigger” Morehouse gave the Blues the lead at half time. Carlton had things pretty much 
its own way in the second half. Essendon’s other key forward, Alf Carter soon followed Caldwell off the ground 
when he was injured, and with eighteen men the Same Old struggled to contain an increasingly confident 
opponent. The Blues were made to work in the third quarter, but McKenzie and Jim Bailey ran riot in the final 
term as Carlton added three goals to earn a convincing five-nil victory. The Dons could not match the winner’s 
tenacity and attacking play, and Carlton now entered the top three at Essendon’s expense.
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Fitzroy returned from its NSW tour and promptly walloped Williamstown by 14 goals to three. It was a new 
record score for the Roys, and surpassed the 13 goals kicked against Richmond only a few weeks earlier. This 
time Jack Worrall grabbed five goals and was the Roys’ best. Any thoughts that Geelong was on the way back 
were quickly dispelled when visitors South Melbourne recorded its greatest winning margin over the Pivots. 
Corio Oval finally had the telegraph connected to relay results, but there was little else to celebrate. The premiers 
got better as the day progressed kicking two, three and four goals in each quarter to finish with 10.15 to 1.5. 
Edgar Barrett booted six for the winners (the first after 80 seconds). “Dinnie” McKay and Harry Purdy were best 
for the visitors, but the whole South team played well except for veteran Jimmy Young ‘who was far too much 
on the “big” side to be of much use’. (The Sportsman, 11/6/1890) Port Melbourne moved up to fourth place 
after defeating Footscray. Things began to go Port’s way in the second term and it led by two goals at half time. 
The many free kicks dispensed by umpire Savage helped Port to increase the margin to three goals by the final 
bell. North Melbourne maintained its good form and spot in the top six when it recorded a solid home win over 
Melbourne. The Fuchsias led at quarter time, but thereafter the game was entirely in North’s hands and Dick 
Houston and George Sykes led the way in a six-two victory. St Kilda was also impressive in its eight-one home 
win over Richmond. Pat Harper was doing wonders for his new club, while Chris Syle was best for Richmond, 
which had now lost all five games.
The first big clash of the season occurred on June 14 between the undefeated premiers and Fitzroy before 
30,000 people at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. Unfortunately, the slippery ground, strong northerly 
breeze and showers of rain did not encourage a high standard play. The visitors made the most of their start with 
the breeze. South’s “Diver” Dunne and Billy Windley defended gamely, but after good work from Rapiport and 
ex-Carlton captain Tommy Leydin, Jim Grace got away from “Sonny” Elms to record Fitzroy’s first goal. Leydin 
followed with another goal from a shot on the run. To add to South’s woes, Jim Ellis was injured and had to 
come off the ground. In the second term Fitzroy worked hard to protect its two-goal advantage. Jimmy O’Meara 
and Peter Burns were giving South some drive, but the southerners only added a behind. The maroon and blue 
thus had a two-goal buffer at the main interval, but the effort expended in defending it told against them later 
on. In the third quarter South’s little men, Purdy and McMurray, were picking up a lot of kicks and McMurray 
soon secured South’s first goal. It was then rough and tumble stuff as both sides stretched the rules to gain the 
advantage (at the end of the game the free kick count was 17 to South and 25 to Fitzroy). South’s play improved 
significantly and its more disciplined team play began to overpower the visitors. Arthur Brown equalized and 
Burns hit the post. In the last term, the Roys completely lost their way by fumbling the ball and dropping marks. 
In contrast, South got on with the job. Banks did what he could to rally Fitzroy’s defence, but in a scrimmage in 
front of goal Bob Talbot chipped in with a kick off the ground to put South ahead and this was enough for the 
premiers to claim a victory. Newspapers listed the players’ weights - a very useful attribute for forcing play at 
scrimmages. Some of these included South follower Peter Burns at 82kg and full back “Sonny” Elms was 76kg. 
Fitzroy’s half back Tom Banks weighed in at 80kg and full forward Jim Grace was 78kg. 
Geelong defied the odds with a magnificent effort against Carlton at the MCG. The match ended in a draw, 
but with a little more luck the Pivots would have won. In a fast match Geelong won the toss but Carlton made 
the early running. Rover “Dukie” McKenzie began brilliantly for the Blues and Peter Williams had a goal on the 
board before the Pivots had settled. Geelong hit back with some systematic teamwork of old, which brought two 
goals from ex-Ballarat man Vin O’Farrell. Just when the visitors thought they’d go on with it, Carlton’s “Geordie” 
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White levelled the scores by the first break. Matters carried on much the same in the next term and it was three-
all at half time. Geelong was at its best in the third quarter. Jack Baker turned on a fine display against his old 
club and goals from Joe McShane and Vin O’Farrell gave the visitors a handy two-goal break with one term to 
go. Carlton lifted in a bold attempt to rescue the game, but the Geelong defence held firm until with five minutes 
remaining, Carlton followers “Jigger” Morehouse and Jack Lorraine nipped in with goals to give Carlton two 
points. Essendon bounced back after its loss to Carlton with a strong effort over North Melbourne. Ex-Geelong 
men Archie Sykes and Jim Julien were best for the Same Old who were rarely troubled in the eight-two triumph. 
St Kilda surprised everyone by recording a magnificent home victory over Port Melbourne. The Saints completely 
shut Port out of the game, and the latter failed to score a goal until the last quarter. Once again Pat Harper was 
the Saints’ best. Melbourne registered a solid win over Footscray. The Fuchsias were led by a fine performance 
from Lou Massey. Richmond finally broke through for its first win of the season by a convincing six goals to 
one over Williamstown. Jimmy Shore was best for the winners. Williamstown and Footscray were now the only 
winless clubs.
On June 21 Fitzroy, having barely recovered from letting the game slip against South the week before, was 
given no mercy by Essendon on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Dons led at quarter time and never 
relinquished its ascendancy, winning five-two. Charlie Finlay and Fred Ball were best for the winners. Tom Banks 
did well for Fitzroy. North and Port fought out an uncompromising contest at the North Melbourne Recreation 
Reserve, and had to split the points with four goals apiece. Dick Houston was the player of the forty. At Corio 
Oval Melbourne proved to be a handful, but Geelong eventually prevailed after trailing at three quarter time. Joe 
McShane was best for the winners as was Billy Carroll for the visitors. Charles Brownlow chipped in with two 
goals for Geelong. Richmond made it two consecutive wins after defeating Footscray. The yellow and black led 
by two goals at quarter time, and that was how it stayed. “Toots” O’Loughlin was Richmond’s best. Carlton and 
South Melbourne were in Sydney and Queensland respectively. Carlton played a couple of exhibition matches 
against South Tasmania and NSW at Sydney’s Association Ground. South played Brisbane (captained by ex-South 
man Jim Gibson) on June 21, and also met Ipswich and a Combined QLD side. 
On June 28 Essendon took full advantage of Carlton’s absence on inter-colonial matters to move into second 
place after beating visitors Geelong. The Pivots made Essendon work hard in a goalless first half, but the Same 
Old took the game away from the visitors in the third quarter when goals from Ball, Julien and Finlay gave them 
a three-goal break. Followers dominated this contest as “Tracker” Forbes and Fred Ball were best for the winners 
as was Tom Parkin for the blue and white. Fitzroy’s slump stretched to three losses when it was beaten at North 
Melbourne. After a tough first half the Roys led by a goal, but North turned this situation around by the end of the 
third term and held on for a two-one win. Although no goals were scored in the final quarter the Australasian 
claimed that ‘it is not an exaggeration to state that for pace and earnestness the concluding term was comparable 
with the best finish that has ever been witnessed in Victoria.’ (Australasian, 5/7/1890). “Dutchy” Peters, back in 
harness for North after serving his suspension, and Tom Banks, were best for their teams. Melbourne’s “Bottler” 
Smith was in good form and collected three of that team’s four goals in its victory over Richmond. After two 
great games St Kilda lowered its colours to Footscray. The shock result gave the Tricolours their first win of the 
season. “Chunker” Considine was the winner’s best player.
By the end of June South Melbourne held pride of place at the top of the ladder and was the only undefeated 
team. The southerners were only two points ahead of Essendon, but had played two less games. Carlton was in 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   99 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1890
100
third place but was more than capable of challenging for the premiership. North was having a good year and 
shared fourth spot with Port Melbourne. June had been very unkind to Fitzroy. It now had a lamentable three-
game losing streak to contend with and was barely clinging to sixth place. The Roys were just ahead of Geelong, 
St Kilda and Melbourne. Richmond, Footscray and Williamstown brought up the rear. With Harry Caldwell’s year 
over Fitzroy’s Jim Grace moved into first place in the goal kicking with 18 goals.
After nine long years, the South Australians finally returned to Melbourne to take on the Vics at the MCG on 
July 5. The colonies had met on six occasions between 1879 and 1881 and the Victorians had won every time. 
The locals gathered one of their strongest teams (although players were not selected from Carlton, Geelong, Port 
Melbourne, Footscray and Williamstown). “Sonny” Elms captained the side and Jack Worrall was his deputy. 
The team included champions Peter Burns, Tom Banks, Jim Grace, Bill Fleming, Dick Houston, “Dinnie” McKay, 
Harry Purdy, Billy Windley and Alf Smith. The visitors also had a fine side and were captained by veteran “Topsy” 
Waldron. The Vics wore their traditional blue guernsey with golden sash, blue hose and white knickerbockers, 
while the South Australians wore red, white and blue. A massive crowd, estimated to be 20-30,000, was there to 
see it (although only 16,092 paid for admittance). In a great game the sides were neck and neck in the first half 
and had four goals each at the main break. The locals instigated a simple strategy of going straight down the 
ground when attacking, and heading to the wings when defending. In the second half the Vics got right on top 
and Burns, McKay and Worrall did most of the damage around the ground, and in front of goals, and helped set 
up a big win with 13.8 to South Australia’s 6.5. Brilliant Norwood rover “Bunny” Daly and half back W. Kempster 
(Port Adelaide) were best for the visitors, while centre half forward George Rowley (South Adelaide) got three 
of the South Aussie’s six goals. In premiership matches on this day Carlton warmed up after its Sydney sojourn 
by thrashing Footscray nine-nil. New forward J. Ross (from Ballarat) kicked four goals for the Blues and “Dukie” 
McKenzie displayed some of his fine 1889 form. In thick fog Port Melbourne became the first team to lose to 
Williamstown in 1890. Walter Warren, a fine player for Williamstown throughout the 1890s was best.
On Tuesday July 8 the South Australians got some practice for the next inter-colonial contest by drawing 
three-all with Fitzroy. This match held them in good stead for the visitors subsequently obtained their first ever 
win against Victoria on Thursday July 10. Victoria selected a completely new team for this game and drafted 
players from ten clubs. The team was inferior to the previous side, but still had men such as “Dukie” McKenzie, 
Billy Strickland and “Gib” Currie from Carlton, Alick Dick from Essendon, “Bud” Williamson from Footscray, 
Hugh McLean from Melbourne, Billy Fraser from Port Melbourne, Edgar Barrett from South and “Ginger” Worroll 
from Williamstown. The Victorian players retained their own club guernseys, but all wore white knickerbockers. 
The Victorians were in charge in the first half and led by two goals at the main interval. In the third quarter 
however the South Australians hit the lead and went on with the job in the final term to triumph by six goals to 
four. John Woods, W. Kempster and “Bunny” Daly were best for the winners, while McLean and Jack Lorraine 
did well for Victoria.
On July 12 South Melbourne kept its undefeated record intact at St Kilda, but the locals gave them all sorts of 
trouble. St Kilda’s Alf Smith and his brother played terrific games and their side put together some great footy to 
led three-two at the long break. Unfortunately, the Saints were goalless in the second half, but that didn’t make 
things any easier for the southerners. The premiers only regained the lead late in the third quarter, and only came 
out on top by a narrow margin. Carlton kicked its record VFA score and secured its greatest winning margin 
when it put 15 goals past Williamstown on the MCG. To rub salt into the wounds, ex-Willy man “Bloomer” Salt 
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kicked three for the Blues, as did Peter Williams. Jack Keane and Jack Lorraine were best for the victors. Carlton 
had kicked 26 goals in two weeks and was back in town. Melbourne stood up to Essendon at the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground in a highly entertaining game that ended seven-all. With “Tracker” Forbes and Tommy Rout 
playing well the Dons thought the game was all over when leading by four goals at half time. But Melbourne hit 
back brilliantly with a five-goal burst in the third quarter to level the game. In the 1890s Melbourne was one of 
the most attacking sides in the VFA, and often scored goals at a fast rate. George Hallett and Eddie Fox did well 
for the Fuchsias and “Bottler” Smith secured another hat trick of goals. Richmond’s day at North Melbourne got 
off to a poor start when the team couldn’t get a full uniform together. Things didn’t get any better after that when 
the visitors failed to goal while North collected five. “Farmer” Lording was best for the winners. Port Melbourne 
got back on track by winning at Footscray.
South Melbourne convincingly beat arch-rivals Port Melbourne on the latter’s ground on July 19. Port led at 
half time, but South powered home in the second half by kicking seven unanswered goals. Arthur Brown had 
a day out kicking four goals, while ex-Port men Jim Graham and “Buck” Morton copped a lot of flak from the 
home crowd for deserting to the ‘enemy’. Carlton grabbed second spot after defeating Fitzroy in a fine game. 
The Blues applied plenty of ‘vigour’ in pursuit of victory and led by three goals at the long break. Although the 
Roys outscored the Blues in the second half, the latter won six-four. Tom Banks was best on the ground and 
Billy Bailey did well for Carlton. North Melbourne continued to play solid football and its three-goal win over 
Williamstown kept it in fourth place. “Molly” Abrahams kicked two goals and was North’s best. North was so 
confident of victory that Peters, Sykes and Morgan played in Taura, as they assumed their services would not be 
required. Geelong earned a good home win against the Saints. St Kilda was still in the contest at three quarter 
time, but the Pivots kicked away in the last term and were led by a best on ground effort from Joe McShane. 
Jack Baker’s 60-metre goal topped off a good day for the blue and white, which climbed back into the top six. 
Footscray won its second game of the season when it easily overcame Richmond. Tom Carlton collected three 
goals for the winners and “King” Carter was its best player in the 6.11 to 1.5 victory. Essendon was touring 
Tasmania where it won one and drew two games. 
On July 26 Carlton continued its fine form and had little trouble disposing of Port Melbourne at the Port 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Ross was doing a solid job up forward for the Blues and kicked three in the seven-
one win. “Dolly” Batters and Peter Williams were Carlton’s best while Lambert Collings was Port’s most assiduous 
worker. Carlton had been brilliant in July, but South stayed top dog after brushing Williamstown aside by a lazy 
nine goals to one. Ben Page and Harry Purdy were South’s better performers. North Melbourne consolidated 
fourth spot with a four-two win over Melbourne. Despite the loss, ex-North rover Billy Carroll played a superb 
game for the Redlegs. Carroll also upset North defender Jack Rushford who was reported for rough play and 
abusive language after a nasty incident. Rushford was lucky to get off with a reprimand for these offences. 
Geelong’s Vin O’Farrell booted three goals in the Pivot’s unconvincing home win over Richmond. St Kilda 
stopped Fitzroy with a commendable five-three home win. This left the Roys in seventh place, and the Saints 
were eighth. By the end of July the top three were South, Carlton and Essendon. North and Geelong were next 
while Port Melbourne, Fitzroy, St Kilda and Melbourne were the mid-table sides. Footscray, Richmond and 
Williamstown were the cellar dwellers. Fitzroy’s Jim Grace led the goal kicking with 19.
One of the most famous games in the nineteenth century was the so-called “coffin match” between 
premiership contenders Carlton and South Melbourne, which was played at the MCG on August 2. A record 
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32,595 people (of which 25,549 paid admission) was officially confirmed as the greatest number of people ever 
to attend a sporting contest. This easily bettered the 27,000 that went to a soccer match between Aston Villa and 
Preston North End in England in January 1888. Both sides were evenly matched and The Age listed the height, 
weight and age of the players. South’s average age was 23.1 while Carlton’s was 23.5. South’s average height 
was 5’ 8.5” (174cm) and Carlton’s was 5’ 8” (172.8cm). It was called the coffin match because before the game 
began some Carlton supporters walked around the oval in a mock funeral procession, and were pallbearers of a 
coffin painted in red and white. A group of “mourners” followed behind the coffin bearing blue and white flags. 
This performance caused a great deal of amusement amongst the barrackers and contributed to one of the most 
memorable days in football history.
In what was virtually the 1890 grand final both sides entertained the massive crowd with a superb display 
of football on a heavy ground. South began with the breeze and set up constant attacks, but these only brought 
behinds before “Gib” Currie goaled for the Blues in a rare counter attack. Carlton thus went to the first break 
leading by a goal to six behinds. Carlton expected to go on with it with the wind in the second quarter, but 
was surprised by the initiative of South’s little men Harry Purdy and Archie McMurray. The southerners got well 
on top and Arthur Brown put the red and white on equal terms, before Jim Graham got away with pushing 
his opponent in the back in a marking contest in front of goal. He took full advantage of his good fortune and 
produced a goal that put South ahead at half-time. Neither side scored a goal in the third term but it was far 
and away the best quarter of the match. Wally McKechnie and Currie put in some magnificent ruck play for the 
Blues, while South defended superbly through the work of “Sonny” Elms and company. At the start of the final 
term Carlton’s “Bloomer” Salt scored a great goal from an angle to lock in the scores at two-all, and in a pulsating 
fight for supremacy ‘Charge and countercharge, rally and reply were seen in rapid succession’. (Australasian, 
9/8/1890) Neither side could goal, but with a few minutes remaining McMurray took a mark about 80 metres out. 
He ‘carefully placed the ball, and as he went back to apparently take his kick, Burns sauntered from the centre 
towards the goal. McMurray ran to the ball, picked it up, and passed to Burns, who, from about 70 yards out, 
kicked a great place-kick winning goal.” (Australasian, 3/11/1923) It was a kick that brought the house down 
and was one of the most memorable goals of the century. Peter had proved to be “The Great” once again, and 
as the Australasian reported ‘this is by no means the first and only occasion by which the same player has, by 
magnificent kicking, decided a doubtful game in favour of his associates.’ (Australasian, 9/8/1890) As brave as 
Carlton had been there could be no doubt that South Melbourne had been the better side, and as it was still 
undefeated, a third successive premiership was very much on the cards.
Essendon stayed in third place after an easy win over Footscray. Charlie Finlay was the winner’s best and 
kicked two goals. Geelong did well to draw at North Melbourne. The teams were neck and neck all day, but 
despite “Farmer” Lording’s best on ground effort the points were split. Port Melbourne, without Billy Hanneysee, 
failed badly in the last quarter of its game with up and coming Melbourne. Port started well enough and led at 
half time, but as the second half progressed Melbourne assumed control and eventually triumphed seven goals 
to four. Like a true champion Hugh McLean was providing good service for his new club, although he was in the 
twilight of his career. Fitzroy hit rock bottom with its sixth consecutive loss after going down at Williamstown. 
The Townites always had the best of the game, and despite the visitor’s final quarter fight back, the locals won 
five-four. John Fribbs was best for the winners. St Kilda went to seventh after holding out Richmond. The Saints 
kicked two goals in the first quarter but could not add to this tally; no matter - Richmond got its only goal of the 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   102 3/05/2015   3:22 pm
1890
103
game in the final term.
South was beating off all challengers but North Melbourne made matters warm for the premiers on August 9. 
As usual the North Melbourne ground was a quagmire. South’s discipline and class shone through in the first half 
as Joe Middleton and Edgar Barrett goaled to give the premiers a two-goal buffer in the first half. It was reported:
No blunders are ever made by South Melbourne, who invariably work together like well-oiled 
machinery, and it is to this circumstance, beyond a doubt as well as to their unquestionable ability, 
they owe their present enviable position. Their consistent good play, their assiduity in training, and 
their individual unselfishness, have not only ‘commanded success, they have deserved it’. 
         (Australasian, 16/8/1890) 
Despite the class of its opponent North staged a fight back in the third quarter and goals to Robertson and 
George Bean made matters even. The final quarter was a humdinger as both sides worked furiously to get the 
winning goal. In the last minute or so North attacked and Harry Todd, who had been North’s best player all day, 
had a shot for goal. It fell short and was marked by “Sonny” Elms. He quickly moved the ball down the ground 
where it found Jim Graham, and he kicked South’s winner. The northerners (whose average height was 5’ 8 ¾” 
or 174 cm) had no luck against the premiers, as earlier in the year Peter Burns got the winning goal two minutes 
from time. North proved troublesome, but once again, South found a way to win. Due to North’s reputation for 
troublesome spectators security was beefed up for this game. Four mounted policemen rode on to the ground 
and took up positions near the exit gate just before the final bell.
Essendon moved to second place after defeating Richmond. The Dons kicked three goals in the first quarter 
and maintained that margin throughout. Veteran winger Stuart Angwin was Essendon’s best player. Richmond’s 
Billy Stewart lost his temper at one point and threw the ball into umpire Carlos’ face. Stewart was suspended 
for two weeks. This was a rather lenient sentence, but Richmond also dropped Stewart from the side to express 
its disgust with his behaviour. In a tough game Fitzroy finally broke its drought by defeating Port Melbourne. 
Port held a two-goal lead at the long break, but Fitzroy mounted a spirited comeback in the third term and it 
was level going into the final stanza. Phil McShane eventually kicked the winner for the Roys. The two champs 
- Jack Worrall and Billy Hanneysee - were best for their sides. After the match Port Melbourne protested against 
a Fitzroy goal and claimed a draw. After initially ruling in Port’s favour the VFA later changed its mind because 
‘as the umpire’s decision had been finally given, and not altered by him, it is not within the power of the VFA 
to upset it’. (The Age, 15/9/1890). Fitzroy would not lose again in 1890. Melbourne followed up its fine victory 
over Port with another against Geelong at the MCG. The Redlegs led early but Geelong drew level before Billy 
Carroll put the game beyond doubt in the last quarter. Tasmanian Joe Wilson was best man on the ground 
for Melbourne. Hugh McLean also chose not to play against his old team. It was Melbourne’s first win against 
Geelong since July 1882. Tom Carlton and Jack Carroll goaled in Footscray’s victory over arch foes Williamstown. 
This left the Townites firmly rooted to the bottom of the ladder; quite a slide for a side that had finished third 
in 1888.
On August 16 Essendon visited the South Melbourne Cricket Ground, and given its recent good form against 
the red and white, was confident it could vanquish its esteemed opponents. By the end of the day however 
South made the visitors look second rate, despite a brilliant game from Dons’ defender “Dot” Desailly. In another 
fast game Essendon put up a good fight in the first half, but South’s superior weight eventually paid dividends. 
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McMurray opened the red and white’s goal scoring account with a lucky shot in the first quarter, and at the 
beginning of the next term Essendon follower “Bung” Wilmott levelled the account. After this the southerners 
played all over the Dons because of the dominance of their followers who passed to each other in superlative 
fashion. As usual, “Sonny” Elms led South’s rough-house tactics, or “funk” as it was called at the time, and the 
premier’s physicality took its toll on the Dons. South was on top but forwards Edgar Barrett and Joe Middleton 
were wasteful and the locals only led by a goal at the main interval. South continued to dominate in the second 
half and totted up another four goals to secure an easy seven-one win, as well as garnering twenty-five scoring 
shots to three. Essendon had been poor but had learned a valuable lesson. In contrast, South had functioned 
like clockwork and the Australasian marvelled that ‘No other team go so thoroughly into the business as they 
do, and few teams, if any, possess men so capable in every department of play. They have the ability, and they 
possess the requisite amount of industry and patriotism.’ (Australasian, 23/8/1890)
In another game between top four sides at the MCG, Carlton had too much firepower for North Melbourne. 
Once again, there was ill feeling as North still resented Carlton. The Sporting Standard’s scribe claimed the enmity 
had something to do with the old Royal Park club. When Carlton was formed quite a few of its players came over 
from Royal Park, and by stripping the club of personnel, significantly contributed to the latter’s disbandment. 
“Gib” Currie and Billy Strickland saw Carlton home with fine performances. The Blues should have done better 
than a five-one victory given it tripled North’s number of scoring shots. Geelong made a claim for fifth place 
after beating visitors Port Melbourne by a solid four-goal margin. The Pivots had a problem before the game 
when “Jos” Adams refused to play after a disagreement with captain Jack Baker. Port led at quarter time, but 
it made little difference in the long run. Geelong soon took firm control of the game and with Vin O’Farrell in 
great form (four goals), and with a fine contribution from “Carthorse” Conway, it had things pretty much its own 
way. It was Port’s fifth loss in a row. Fitzroy got back in business to Melbourne’s detriment. The Roys were never 
troubled after racing to a four-goal lead at the first change. It won eight-two and Jack Worrall and “Bice” Cleary 
contributed six of those goals. St Kilda reinforced its claims for a place in the top half of the table by securing a 
home win over Footscray. The Tricolours made life hard for the Saints, which  only secured the winning break 
in the last term. Richmond recorded a meritorious victory at Williamstown. Williamstown’s “Ginger” Worroll was 
the best man on the ground, but could not prevent Richmond gaining a narrow win. Both teams were dealing 
with the loss of good clubmen. Williamstown received tragic news that ex-Tasmanian Harry Ryde had finally 
succumbed to tuberculosis after being stricken with the condition a year earlier. Richmond mourned the loss of 
ex-vice president James Winter.
On August 23 Essendon and Carlton met at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in a battle for second place. 
Although wasteful, the Blues were too good once again. Carlton, referred to by its old nickname the “Bulldogs” 
by a reporter, was known for its ‘dogged resistance’ as opposed to the “Same Old Toffs” who were noted for 
‘dexterity and long swinging kicks’. Archie Sykes, who played well all day, goaled to give the Dons the lead 
at quarter time. With followers “Jigger” Morehouse and Wally McKechnie in charge Carlton attacked at the 
beginning of the next term, but Fred Furnell defended well for the Dons. The red and black then dominated 
the rest of the quarter and led at half time. With the breeze behind them, the Blues went back to the attack in 
the third term. The Essendon defence initially offered stubborn resistance, but after missing a number of good 
chances, J. Ross finally converted the Blues’ first goal, and he quickly followed with another to give Carlton the 
lead at three quarter time. Essendon had the breeze in the last term and “Spot” Chadwick quickly restored parity. 
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The Dons had the run of play and matters become a little rough before Jack Roberts booted the winning goal for 
the visitors. Carlton’s right to second place was now confirmed. Essendon supporters vented their frustration at 
the umpire Harry Wilson (who had played for both clubs), and he was struck by someone in the crowd.
At the South Melbourne Cricket Ground St Kilda fought bravely, but could not match South’s strength. South 
had a two-goal lead by the long break, and went on to win six-two. Jim Graham played the game of the forty 
and was proving to be a very handy acquisition, while the Smith brothers did well for the Saints. The steam 
was almost entirely taken out of North’s season when it was beaten in a goal feast at Geelong. In a highly 
entertaining game the northerners began with the breeze and jumped the home side to lead by three goals at 
quarter time. Geelong came back in the second, but North still led at half time. The Pivots matched North goal 
for goal in the third term, and with the wind at their backs in the final quarter, kicked on to win 9.16 to 7.3. 
Geelong’s Joe McShane was proving to be one of the colony’s better followers and was best on ground. North 
didn’t win a game in August, and clung to fifth place, while sixth-placed Geelong proved it was still capable of 
big performances.
Fitzroy returned to its early season form with a big win at Richmond. The yellow and black did well in the 
first quarter, but in the second term the Roys put on a paralysing burst of five goals to end the contest. The 
visitors went on with it in the second half with another seven goals to end with 13.11. Jack Worrall was having 
another great year and kicked five goals in a best on the ground effort. Jim Grace also secured five goals. Port 
Melbourne ended its run of outs against Williamstown. In a very rough game Port looked to avenge the treatment 
it had received at the foggy port earlier in the season. It was a close contest but Port generally held the upper 
hand and did enough to get over the line. Port owed its win to good performances from “Dummy” Muir and 
Billy Hanneysee. In another high scoring encounter Melbourne just got past a desperate Footscray on the narrow 
Western Oval. The Tricolours wasted the breeze in the first term and it cost them the game. After Footscray 
kicked 1.6 in the first term Melbourne kicked 4.4 when the breeze in the next quarter and led by three goals 
at the long break. Footscray got right back into the contest with a four-goal third quarter effort, but was always 
going to struggle to hold out Melbourne in the last. The Fuchsias went on to win seven-five. Melbourne was 
extremely unhappy with Footscray’s unruly crowd and threatened not to return. Hugh McLean played a superb 
game for the winners, while “Piggie” Kendall and “Shovel” Pender were best for the locals.
On August 30 Fitzroy’s recovery continued apace, and after defeating a gallant Geelong, it moved to fourth 
place. It was a slogging contest, but with another best on ground performance from captain Jack Worrall the Roys 
were always going to be hard to stop. Fitzroy now had four consecutive wins after having lost six in a row. Once 
again, South got the better of neighbours Port, but had to work hard for victory. Williamstown was proud of the 
fact that South Melbourne seemed to avoid playing them on the Williamstown Cricket Ground, but this opinion 
overlooked the bad behaviour of its home crowds, although playing Williamstown was rarely an easy contest for 
visiting clubs. Carlton also sometimes struggled there, but got up by two goals on this occasion. Williamstown 
played great footy in the first half and led by three goals, but the Blues played up to their best form when it 
mattered. Carlton kept the home side goalless while chipping in with five of its own. Unfortunately, the home 
crowd played up again and police had to escort umpire Miller off the ground. Alf Smith was sterling for St Kilda 
and helped it to a six-all home draw with third placed Essendon. Richmond and Melbourne also drew, and two 
points was enough to put Melbourne into seventh place, its highest position for some time.
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After South Melbourne’s run of twenty-two games without defeat (the second best undefeated sequence 
in the club’s history) it seemed certain that the premiers were going to emulate Geelong’s triple premiership 
winning achievements. It was now due to meet Carlton on September 6. The Blues were not entirely out of the 
premiership hunt, but had to beat South, and then hope that other results went its way in the last month of the 
season. Essendon was six points behind the Blues but did not have the form to be a serious contender. Fitzroy 
was on the rise in fourth while North had lost all form, and were now in fifth spot. The inconsistent Geelong 
held sixth, while Melbourne, St Kilda and Port Melbourne filled the next positions and were a handful for any 
side in the right conditions. Footscray, Richmond and Williamstown were well off the pace and were left to fight 
it out for the ignominious wooden spoon. Jim Grace still led the goal kicking with 29 goals.
The important match between South Melbourne and Carlton at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on 
September 6 proved to be a sensational affair. South was two wins ahead of its nearest rival (so could afford 
to drop a game), but played so poorly that many were convinced it had “thrown” the match to clean up on 
betting money. The Herald referred to South as “swans” in this game, and the premiers began with Peter Burns 
up forward for extra goal kicking power. The locals began well but Carlton gave as good as it got, but Wally 
McKechnie had the bad luck to hit the post. Burns was kept quiet for a change and the visitor’s followers 
McKechnie, Morehouse, “Gib” Currie and ”Dukie” McKenzie began to control the play. “Sonny” Elms defended 
stoutly but Peter Williams soon kicked Carlton’s first goal. Currie then put the Blues two goals up. After receiving 
a free kick Jim O’Meara responded with a goal to the locals, but the Blues led at the first break. In the second 
term, South put Burns into the ruck but Jack Keane and Jack Roberts were killing the southerners, and the latter 
kicked the Blues’ third goal. At the other end of the ground Billy Strickland was controlling the half back line 
and South just wasn’t up to the challenge. At half time the Blues led by two goals and had twelve more scoring 
shots than the home side. 
Rumors spread like wildfire that South was in the process of “throwing” the game. Apparently, bookmakers 
at the ground started getting a lot of big money bets on the Blues just before the start of the match. Things were 
so bad that well-known South Melbourne bookmaker Robert Phillips went into South’s rooms at half-time and 
said ‘Boys, there are some ugly rumours afloat that we are going to lose this match. Now, to squash all this, I 
will give you £1,000 to win this match, and save any slur being heaped on us.’ (Herald, 12/9/1890) A confident 
Carlton started brightly in the third term and Peter Williams soon had its fourth goal on the board. South’s Arthur 
Brown had a chance to respond in kind but ran into goal and hit the post. The Blues responded with a flurry of 
behinds and led by three goals at the last break. South finally got going in the last term. “Dinnie” McKay hit the 
post again, but then Edgar Barrett kicked a brilliant goal from an impossible angle and Jim Graham followed up 
with South’s third goal. Amazingly, South was now back in with a chance, but not for long, for “Dukie” McKenzie 
responded to the danger by grabbing the Blues’ fifth goal to ensure a five-three victory for Carlton.
The match caused a major crisis in football circles and demands were made to find an explanation for South’s 
woeful effort. Peter Burns played one of his few poor games and was immediately under suspicion, as were 
others who had been down in form. The Sportsman ran the headline “Serious Football Scandal” and the Sporting 
Standard claimed that South ‘was altogether too bad to be true.’ The Australasian was more circumspect, but 
noted the detrimental effect gambling was having on the game. The Sportsman interviewed “Sonny” Elms, Billy 
Strickland, T.S. Marshall and a bookmaker for their opinions on football betting. Marshall attacked gambling and 
believed there were too many bookmakers at matches. This event proved to be one of the darkest hours in the 
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history of football and South Melbourne and the VFA were forced to act to restore credibility to the game. South 
offered a £50 reward for information leading to a proven connection between any of its players and football 
gambling. It also informed the public that all players would be required to sign statutory declarations to the effect 
that they did not receive money from outside sources. However, the South committee did not follow though 
on this directive. In the end nothing was proved, so the VFA decided that nothing could be done. This farcical 
investigation gave the football public the impression that something certainly had been amiss. South had never 
been a popular club, but this episode meant that it was held in even lower regard.
While sensational events were unfolding at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground Essendon had a more 
sedate time at Geelong. After an even first half the Dons edged ahead in the third quarter and then crushed the 
locals in the last term by kicking five unanswered goals. Archie Sykes was best on the ground for the Same Old 
and fellow ex-Geelongite Jim Julien constantly drove Essendon into attack with his notable long drop kicks. 
Fitzroy stayed in fourth place after a strong home win over Port Melbourne. Jack Worrall continued to perform 
admirably for the maroon and blue in the Roys’ six-three victory. St Kilda again performed creditably against 
another top side when it split the points with visitors North Melbourne. In a tight and tough contest the Saints 
skipped ahead early, but North eventually pegged them back and took the lead before St Kilda’s valuable goal 
ace Frank McDonald grabbed an equalizer in the last term. Williamstown and Melbourne also drew.
On September 13 South Melbourne bounced back after the debacle against Carlton by registering a hard 
fought home win over Geelong. Both back lines were well on top in a game marred by heavy showers, and 
scores were level for the first three quarters. In the last term Geelong couldn’t match South’s fitness and goals 
from Purdy and O’Meara sealed the four points for the premiers. Once again, Geelong speedster “Carthorse” 
Conway played a fine game, but he was outdone by a best on ground effort from Harry Purdy who ‘For 
consistent excellence, for clever passing, for dodging, and for the exhibition of cool judgment he certainly has 
no superior in metropolitan teams.’ (Australasian, 20/9/1890) Carlton came off its great win over South with a 
smashing record victory against old rivals Melbourne. The Fuchsia’s only goal was kicked in the first quarter. The 
Blues, with four goals to Peter Williams and fine games from Billy Strickland and Bill Bailey, kicked 13 goals and 
amassed 34 scoring shots. By defeating Essendon, Fitzroy grabbed the latter’s third spot. Things weren’t helped 
when only seventeen turned up to play for the Dons, but it was the strength of Fitzroy’s followers and the fine 
play of Jim Grace and Jack Worrall that did most of the damage. Worrall ended a good day for the Roys when 
he kicked an angled goal after the final bell. North kept its place in the top five by beating Port Melbourne in a 
close one. It was the northerner’s first win in a month, and they did well, considering some of their better players 
did not appear and substitutes had to be found. One of these subs was veteran Jim ‘Tiger’ Gardiner who had first 
played in 1869, the club’s foundation year. Port was the better side in the first half as Billy Fraser kicked three 
goals. North however with a sublime effort from “Dutchy” Peters gradually got back into the game and hit the 
lead just before the final bell. St Kilda was too good for Williamstown, and forward Frank McDonald booted five 
goals in the eight-two win. Footscray won the game against Richmond in the first quarter when it kicked 4.9 with 
the breeze. Tom Carlton kicked three goals for the winners and was their best player.
Fitzroy had been threatening to defeat South Melbourne for a while and finally achieved this in convincing 
fashion on September 20. This was a fine game played in front of the largest crowd ever at the Fitzroy Cricket 
Ground. It was like the golden days of the mid-1880s when South began the game at blistering pace, and there 
was wonderful long kicking and superb team play. Edgar Barrett missed a couple of early chances and then a 
fantastic shot from “Dinnie” McKay hit the post. Tom Banks had his hands full minding Jim Graham, but this did 
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not stop him leading a stalwart defence. In fact, the home side defended superbly in a goalless opening term. 
South continued to be the better side in the next term, but again their forwards could not convert the fine work 
of McKay, Burns and Purdy whose great little marking carried the ball rapidly down field time and time again, 
and kept the Fitzroy defence more than busy. Jack Worrall then goaled for the home side with a neat drop-kick, 
but South’s Arthur Brown quickly replied with a shot on the run and it was one-all at half-time. At the start of the 
third term South maintained the pace, but chance after chance was wasted before McGowan secured its second 
goal from a dubious free kick. Fitzroy did much better with its opportunities, but they had Jim Grace the VFA’s 
best forward, and he slotted two goals to give the Roys the lead at three quarter time. South had more than 
doubled Fitzroy’s scoring shots but was still a goal down. The premiers needed a big final quarter to take the 
game back but had run themselves into the ground. The locals soaked up enormous pressure for three quarters 
and now turned the tables as they completely took over and added two goals to record a great victory over the 
champs by five goals to two. Fitzroy’s win guaranteed a top three finish, but there was no doubt that the events 
on September 6 had affected South’s morale. However, this great team had a super-talented list that saw it over 
the line for another premiership.
Carlton had a golden opportunity to stave off South Melbourne’s premiership claim for one more week, but 
went down to Geelong in a classic at Corio Oval. The Pivots were given no chance, especially after it became 
known that Dave Hickinbotham would not play. The Blues started in confident fashion and Ross kicked their 
first goal with a “skimmer” in double quick time, but Geelong’s teamwork was more than efficient and sides went 
to the first break with two goals apiece. Both teams played a clean attacking game, but the Pivots were more 
accurate and led at the big break. Carlton’s small man brigade, led by Jim Bailey and “Dolly” Batters, gave them 
plenty of tow around the ground and set up several periods of dominance in the third quarter, but the visitors 
frittered away chances to wrap up the contest. In contrast, the locals continued to kick truly and with two goals 
from two attempts they still led at the last change after Carlton had kicked one goal from six scoring shots. Joe 
McShane and Jack Baker added a touch of class in the following division and did most to keep the local’s nose 
in front when Carlton pressed at the end. When the final bell rang Geelong’s straight shooting of eight goals 
from nine scoring shots gave them victory, and Carlton could only manage seven goals from seventeen shots. 
This was a superb result for Geelong and showed that its rebuilding effort was unearthing some decent players.
As had been the pattern in recent seasons, Essendon failed to shake off Melbourne. The Don’s atrocious 
kicking for goal had a lot to do with it as they registered 22 scoring shots to nine, yet drew two-all. Rover Billy 
Aitken played a mighty game for the Fuchsias and “Tracker” Forbes did well for the Same Old. North Melbourne 
secured a three-two win at Williamstown. The visitors trailed at three quarter time but the good work of Dick 
“Hookey” Gibson (so called because of his kicking action as a left footer) and Andy Henderson’s best on ground 
effort (against his old club) helped North over the line. Williamstown had no luck as it hit the post four times 
during the day. St Kilda fought out a home draw against Port Melbourne. The Saints were always known for 
their entertaining and attacking style of play and their efforts in this contest was no exception. Frank McDonald 
in a purple patch of goal kicking form booted four for the locals. St Kilda was referred to as “the pippens” in this 
game, which was a bad one for Port’s “Jockey” Fitzpatrick because his ‘unmentionables’ were lacerated. St Kilda’s 
improved form was in part due to the training of ex-Essendon and Fitzroy player P.G. McShane. Some years later 
McShane died in tragic circumstances in an asylum after suffering from an alcohol-related illness.
In the last matches on September 27 Fitzroy proved to be capable of beating anyone when it added Carlton 
to its list of scalps. If the Roys had avoided a mid-season slump the premiership race may have turned out very 
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differently. On a wet day Carlton made a vigorous start and “Jigger” Morehouse played a major role in the early 
action. As usual, Tom Banks led a sterling defence and for all their efforts the Blues only secured behinds. Fitzroy 
was more economical and Phil McShane got some measure of revenge against Carlton when he tipped the ball 
through off the ground for the only goal of the term. Carlton was undaunted and again made most of the running 
in the second quarter. Morehouse and “Dolly” Batters had long shots for goal without success and then Alex 
Salton kicked off the ground to give the locals a two-goal advantage at half time. Fitzroy cracked the game wide 
open in the third quarter. Jack Worrall was in vintage form and kicked a couple of goals in quick time to break 
the visitor’s resistance. Full forward Jim Grace added the Roys’ fifth and Worrall brought the house down when 
he kicked his third for the term and Fitzroy went to the last break with a massive six goal lead. Carlton continued 
to put in but the final quarter was totally controlled by the superb Roys. When rover “Bice” Cleary whipped in 
the final goal of the match Fitzroy had meted out a proper eight-nil thrashing to the runners-up.
South Melbourne arrived for its regular final match against Richmond as premiers for the third consecutive 
year. With “Dinnie” McKay (four goals) and Archie McMurray in fine form the red and white celebrated its 
magnificent achievement by kicking fourteen goals against a hopelessly outclassed Richmond side. On Tuesday 
October 7 South Melbourne went to South Australia to play the local premiers Norwood for the championship 
of Australia. The southerners recorded a convincing nine-three victory. Essendon obtained a narrow win against 
North Melbourne, but it was not enough to secure a place in the top three. St Kilda earned sixth place with a hard 
fought home win over Melbourne. Frank McDonald kicked the only goal in the first half. Joe Wilson equalized 
for Melbourne in the third term, but Taylor put the Saints back ahead when it counted. Geelong managed to 
overcome Footscray at the Western Oval, but was far from comfortable. The sides were level pegging at three 
quarter time, but the Pivots two unanswered goals in the last enabled them to come away with the four points.
By gaining a premiership hat trick South Melbourne completed what would become the most successful 
period in the club’s one hundred and twenty year history. The red and white was the benchmark in football, and 
its constellation of talented footballers that combined strength, power, skill and unrivalled team play left most 
rivals in their wake. This brilliant side had it all:
Every man was an absolute star: some were reared in South Melbourne, but others were chosen 
because of high excellence displayed by them in other teams in particular sections where South had 
been weak. They were big fast men, and each was an artist of the first water ... [and when recruiting 
for the team] the Southern executive never hesitated to employ tactics nearly approaching American 
baseball methods in forming championship combinations. 
(“Onlooker”, Referee (Sydney), 9/5/1917)
It was also the fittest team in the Association. The journalist at The Sportsman described the premiers’ attributes:
Their general play has been characterized by the same skill, concertedness, determination and strength 
which has marked them for years. Nothing has given more genuine pleasure than to see the way in 
which they set out in the last quarter to make up the ground which more agile clubs had covered in 
the preceding three. Their rushes in the last quarter are proverbial for their strength, and have stamped 
them as the strongest and best trained team in the colony. Their ruck and their back play are perfect.
         (The Sportsman, 1/10/1890) 
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The southerners won sixteen of nineteen matches and only lost twice (to Carlton and Fitzroy) when the 
premiership was as good as won. Few sides could match a phenomenal outfit that had talent to burn, and had 
a wealth of stars rarely seen in football history. These included magnificent players like Peter Burns, “Dinnie” 
McKay, ”Sonny” Elms, and Billy Windley. These were supported by a raft of other fine players such as little 
Harry Purdy, a terrier in the packs, the dashing Jim O’Meara, the Herculean Bolivar Powell, Archie McMurray, 
“Chopper” Doran, sharpshooter Edgar Barrett, Jim Graham, a great mark, “Jumbo” Kerr, “Buck” Morton, Ben 
Page, and … the list went on and on. These champions were also dedicated trainers and responded well to Elms’ 
strong leadership. These fine individuals also made a brilliant ‘team’, and this team ethic reached its apogee in 
1890. The sense of togetherness however would quickly evaporate in 1891.
Carlton lost its last two games but finished runners-up for the second year in a row. The Blues had a brilliant 
win against South Melbourne to their credit, but generally this highly talented side had little luck. No one scored 
more goals than Carlton, yet they did not have a great forward. Phil McShane was recruited for this purpose, but 
did not last. J. Ross was tried next, and then Ballarat recruit Peter Williams stepped in and gained a creditable 20 
goals. As the Blues had beaten the premiers they looked to 1891 with some optimism. Under the leadership and 
superb play of Jack Worrall Fitzroy finished the season with eight consecutive victories, during which they beat 
South and thrashed Carlton. The Roys mid-season slump cost them dearly, but they still finished in the highest 
place in the club’s history. Essendon was building an excellent group of players, but Bill Fleming was unable to 
provide the kind of leadership that premiership teams required. The red and black dropped off its performances 
towards the end of the season and struggled to find the consistency required to finish higher on the list. If the 
right captain could be found Essendon was going to be hard to stop.
North Melbourne’s performance dropped off considerably in the last two months of the season, but it still 
built up enough points earlier in the year to gain fifth place. St Kilda’s late season run of five games without defeat 
earned it sixth spot, its highest position in the VFA, although an earlier St Kilda club had finished thereabouts 
in 1877. By finishing seventh, Geelong landed its lowest ever position. The club had certainly suffered a sharp 
decline, but could still turn it on, as Carlton found to its displeasure in September. The Pivots had a good crop of 
youngsters, who under the right leadership would only improve. Melbourne recorded its best finish since 1886. 
After many years in the wilderness, it now seemed that the Redlegs finally had direction. Port Melbourne was an 
unhappy club and dropped off considerably. Footscray, Richmond and Williamstown made up the rest. At tenth, 
Footscray improved two places on 1889. Richmond and Williamstown confronted many problems. Richmond 
struggled as a club that had few resources to compete with the other senior clubs, while Williamstown was 
paying the price for internal conflict.
“Follower” in the Leader claimed that Fitzroy’s Jack Worrall was the VFA’s best player in 1890 while the 
Australasian stated that he was ‘arguably’ the best. In his first season Fitzroy’s Jim Grace was the VFA’s champion 
goal kicker with 37 goals. Grace had been a revelation for the Roys and seemed set to dominate the goal 
kicking for many years to come. Second was teammate Jack Worrall with 30 goals, and he was followed by Port 
Melbourne’s Billy Fraser with 25. North Park won the VJFA premiership for the fifth consecutive year, a brilliant 
effort from this top North Melbourne junior. Marylebone, Albion United, Napier Imperial and Britannia followed 
them. North Williamstown claimed the second rate junior premiership, but Belmont had the best average during 
the season. In provincial ranks Ballarat continued to dominate its local rivals Ballarat Imperial and South Ballarat.
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The “Champions”, Geelong Football 
Club, 1886.
Medallion Photographs.
One of Geelong’s greatest premiership 
teams. 
In order, left to right, from top:
F. Furnell, D. Kearney, A. Robertson, 
R. Groves, S. Boyd, J. McLean, J. McShane, 
J. Kerley, H. Steedman, W. Foote, 
A. Morrison, D. Hickinbotham (capt.), 
R. Talbot (v/c.), F. James, T. Mullen, 
F.M. Douglass, C. Boyd, T. McShane, 
J. Julien, F. Galbraith, W.M. Caldwell, 
P. McShane, J. Bailey
[Image Courtesy: Bob Gartland, Geelong]
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Sands & McDougall’s 
Melbourne Directory Map 
(detail). 
mid-1880s.
This map shows a number of 
Melbourne’s inner city football 
grounds: the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, Richmond Cricket Ground, 
Friendly Societies Ground, South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, and the 
Fitzroy Cricket Ground. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of 
Victoria]
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John ‘Joker’ Hall, Essendon 
Football Club, c1886. 
On the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. Artist: M. Carabain-Morant.
John Henry “Joker” Hall. Hall was 
a semi-professional footballer who 
played for Essendon in 1884 and 
1886. In 1885 he was captain of 
South Adelaide FC and led that team 
to the premiership. This is likely a 
vanity portrait he commissioned in 
1886 to serve as a memento of his 
time at Essendon before he migrated 
to Hobart. He was offered a job in 
Tasmania while touring that colony 
with Essendon FC in May 1886. 
Hall played for Hobart City FC from 
1886-1894. In 1897 he died in tragic 
circumstances when a boat he was 
travelling in on the Derwent River 
capsized during a squall. Hall’s 
younger brother Alex “Little Joker” 
Hall was an outstanding rover with 
the Essendon FC during its quadruple 
premiership years, and was later a 
VFL coach.
[Image courtesy of Glen and Todd 
Baird, Richmond Antiques, Richmond, 
Tasmania]
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William Anderson
(Capt. Footscray)
Sam Bloomfield
(Carlton)
W. H. Cundy
(Capt. Tasmania)
“Sonny” Elms
(Capt. South Melb.)
John Stewart
(Capt. Richmond)
Tom Leyden
(Capt. Carlton)
Hugh McLean
(Geelong)
James Morehouse
(Prahran)
Prominent Footballers Cards, 1886-7. 
[Private Collections]
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Walter Johnston
(Hotham)
John Worrall
(Capt. Fitzroy)
Harry Todd
(Hotham)
Bob Talbot
(Capt. Geelong)
Chris Syle
(V. Capt. Richmond)
William Goer
(Carlton)
Prominent Footballers Cards, 1886-7. 
[Private Collections]
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Season Tickets from Two Leading V.J.F.A. Clubs.
North Park 1887, a North Melbourne Junior Club.
Union Jack 1884, a South Melbourne Junior Club.
[Images From: North Park ticket from a private collection. 
Union Jack ticket from Jim Main, In the Blood: South 
Melbourne - Sydney Swans Football Club, Seaford: Bas Publ., 
2009, pp. 13 and 16.]
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Carlton Premiers in 1887 (in Adelaide) and 1887 Membership Ticket. 
Sporting Globe, August 9, 1930. 
Back row  T.S. Marshall, C. Newton, E. Tubb, J. Baker, Tim McInerney, T. Leydin (Capt), Jasper 
Jones, I. Crapp, W. McKechnie, J. Woods, T. McCracken, Tom McInerney
Middle row  J. Keane, W. Green, M. Whelan, A. Berry, J. Melville, W. Batters, A. Coulson, A. 
Gellatly
Front row  W. Beveridge, H. Smith, W. Maloney, W. Strickland (v-c), D. Hutchinson, A. Lording
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria. Membership Ticket Courtesy of Damien Green.]
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Essendon football team during its tour of country Victoria and Albury in July 1887. 
Essendon captain William Fleming is in the middle row and is holding a football. 
[Image Courtesy of the Essendon Football Club]
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South Williamstown football team in 1887. 
Sporting Globe, June 1, 1957. 
This photograph was taken after the club’s charity match against Carlton at the end of the 1887 season. South Williamstown 
captain William H. “Barkley” Jones is kneeling in the centre and holds the football.
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]
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Carlton versus South Tasmania or Hobart’s City Club during its tour of Tasmania in June, 1888 (detail).
This match was likely played on the Hobart Domain (also known as the Association Ground), and is probably the earliest 
photograph of action in a football game in existence, and was taken by Russell Young.
[Image Courtesy of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery]
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Leaflet celebrating South 
Melbourne’s important victory 
over Carlton during the 1888 
season.
This match was played on July 14, 
1888, and the leaflet was likely 
distributed throughout the suburb 
of South Melbourne at this time.
[Image courtesy of the Gartland 
Collection]
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Two of Geelong’s famous McShane 
brothers”, c1888. 
This photograph shows goal sneak Phil 
“Shilley” McShane (left), and younger 
brother, follower, Joe “Jumbo” McShane
[Image from Jim Main, Australian Rules 
Football - An Illustrated History, ed. John Dunn, 
Melbourne: Lansdowne Press, 1974, p. 17.]
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“Two Old Ballarat Champions”, 
1888. 
South Ballarat goal sneak W.P. “Billy” 
Moore (left), and one of Ballarat’s 
greatest ever players, follower George 
McKenzie, of the Ballarat Imperial 
Football Club.
[H. D. Newby, A profusely illustrated 
souvenir and programme of the Australasian 
Football Jubilee Carnival, Melbourne: J.L. 
Anderson & Sons, 1908, p. 53.]
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Drop Kick and Ball Play. 
Two illustrations of action during the match between Carlton and Geelong, which was played on June 9, 
1888. Australasian, June 23, 1888.
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]
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“Champion Footballers”. 
In celebration of the Queen’s 
Jubilee, 1888. Coloured lithograph.
[Private Collection]
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South Melbourne v. England (Marylebone) on June 23, 1888 in front of the grandstand at the South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
The Age, April 29, 1933.
South Melbourne players at the right of umpire J.J. Trait (in white and standing at the extreme right):
Standing:  R. Doran, W. Windley, W. Spence, A. Gibson, H. Purdy, R. Kerr,  Jno. McShane, J. Reid, J. Clinton, H. 
Elms, T. Peters, D. McKay, A. Brown
Sitting:  Unknown, J. O’Meara, J. Young, F. Graves, E. Hill, W. Ellis, J. Wyatt
[Image courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]
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An Idea for Our Footballers, Assist the English Players by keeping the Rules of the 
Game They Would Always be in full view
Melbourne Punch, July 5, 1888.
This was the Punch’s amusing suggestion to help the visiting English footballers who were 
struggling to adapt to the Australasian game.
[Image Courtesy State Library of Victoria]
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Richmond Football Club, 1888. 
Richmond’s distinctive yellow and black striped jerkin was introduced in 1887 (the captain, George Smith was presented 
with a new jacket in 1888, while J. Trowbridge appears to be wearing his East Richmond jerkin). The players are:  
Back Row:  A. Salton, G. McLeod, A. Whitehead, J. Shore, Tot Reddan, A. Elder, H. Thompson, G. Hughes.
Middle Row:  King Mitchell (head trainer), A. Banner, C. Syle, W. “Harry” Eldridge, G. Dunne, J. Trowbridge, C. Cupitt 
(secretary).
Front Row:  A. Hill, H. Morton, A. Searle, J. Coles, G. Smith, J. Stewart, W. Brown.
[Image courtesy of the MCC Library and is derived from Derby Clonard (ed.), Jubilee: Fifty Years’ History of Richmond Football Club, 1885-
1934, Richmond: H.L. Roberts, 1935, p. 6]
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VFA Secretary Major T.S. Marshall in his fire 
brigade uniform.
Marshall was one of the game’s early players, and a Carlton 
Football Club administrator. He was VFA honorary secretary 
from 1886 to 1896 and fought to enforce the amateur status 
of the game.
[Image: Joseph Johnson. For the Love of the Game: The 
History of the VAFA 1892-1992, Melbourne: Hyland House 
Publishing P/L, 1992, p. 13]
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Port Melbourne, 1889’s third placed team. 
The Argus Weekend Magazine, June 24, 1939. 
Back Row: A. Maxwell, W. Young (official), P.R. Harper, W. Ward (official), D.J. Coleman, E. Vine, J. Barfett (official), J. Boyle, J. 
Bone (official), S. Poat
Middle Row:  J. Sharp, H. Layton, J. Sutherland, W.J. Hannaysee (capt.), W.W. Rolfe (manager), G. Headen, T. Ward
Front Row:  E. Burke, J. Lawrence, W. Morton, J. Strachan, W. Sharp (vice-capt), L. Collings, J. Taylor
[Image courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]  
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Arthur Streeton, “The National Game” (c1889). 
Oil on cardboard, 11.8 x 22.9 cm board; 34.5 x 50.8 x 2.3 cm frame, Signed l.r. corner, incised “A.S.”. Not dated.
[Image Courtesy: Art Gallery of New South Wales]
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“Birthday Honours As They Should Be; Our Truly Great Men”. 
Melbourne Punch, May 30, 1889.
Sir Bill Fleming, Lord O’Hannaysee, Baron Bill Maloney, The Duke of South Melbourne (Peter Burns), Sir Jasper Jones, Sir Joey Tankard, 
The Earl of Fitzroy (John Worrall), Lord Jigger Morehouse, The Marquis of Sleepy Hollow (Dave Hickinbotham), Baron Footscray, Earl 
Richmond
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]
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Joey Tankard
(North Melbourne)
Tommy Leyden
(Capt - Carlton)
Billy Hannaysee
(Capt - Port 
Melbourne)
Dick Houston
(North Melbourne)
Peter Burns
(South Melbourne)
Celebrities Series, football cards, 1887-89. 
Goodwin & Co (Old Judge Cigarettes)
[Images Courtesy Damien Green]
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‘Football Programme’, Vol.2 No. 10, for 
Saturday July 5, 1890, with engraving of 
A. McKenzie of the Carlton Football Club
[Image Courtesy of Moss Green Auction House]
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Melbourne Football Team, 1890 
Back Row:  W.J. Carroll, A.G. Healing, F. Sheahan, R. Kelly, H. McLean, F. Wilson, J. Rolls (aka J. Williams), 
M. McDonald, E.H. Griffiths
Middle Row:  G. Slattery, G. Hallett, E. Fox (capt), W. Smith, A. Connelly, G. McLeod
Front Row:  G. Orwin, E. Toms, W. Aitken, L. Massey, E.C. Lynar
[Image: E.H.C. Taylor. 100 Years of Football: The Story of the Melbourne F.C. 1858-1958, Melbourne: Melbourne Football Club, 
1958, between pp 28-29]
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South Melbourne Football Club cap, 
c1889-90
[Image of cap courtesy of Moss Green Auction 
House]
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   136 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
137
South Melbourne Football Team. 
Photograph taken during the 1890 season. Team (players only):
Back Row: A. Brown, R. Kerr, E. Barrett, P. Burns, A.J. Dunne, B. Page, D. McKay, W. Ellis
Middle Row: A. Powell, W. Spence, J. Wyatt, H. Elms, H. Purdy, R. Talbot, Unknown
Front Row: J. Middleton, W. Windley, J. O’Meara, Unknown, Unknown
[Image: L. Laurence, History of South Melbourne Football Club, Melbourne: Abaris Printing & Publishing Co, c1963, p. 15]
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The South Melbourne Football Club. Premiers in 1890. 
Back Row: J. Young, A.J. Dunne, J. Marshall (trainer), A. Brown, E. Barrett, J. Middleton, R. Kinneburgh (trainer)
Third Row: D. McKay, A. Major (vice pres.), J. Sloss (official), W. Morton, A. Powell, H. Steel (vice pres.), A. Evans (secretary), 
 W. Windley, R. Doran
Second Row: W. Ellis, H. Purdy, R. Kerr, B. Page, H. Elms, P. Burns, H. Latchford (official), J. Graham, R. Talbot
Front Row: J. O’Meara, T. Glenn, A. McMurray, F. Waugh, W. Spence
[Image from John Williamson, Football’s Forgotten Tour, Perth: John Williamson, Haymarket Printing, 2003, pl. 3, insert between pp. 132-
33]
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‘The Football Captains: Season of 1890’. 
Melbourne Punch, June 12, 1890, Supplement.
Clockwise from upper left: J. Worrall (Fitzroy), E. Fox (Melbourne), A. Rusden (St Kilda), W. Fleming (Essendon), W. Hannaysee (Port 
Melbourne), E. Burwood (Richmond), R. Houston (North Melbourne), M. Pender (Footscray), W. Johnston, J. Baker (Geelong), J. 
McDonald (Williamstown), W. Strickland (Carlton), H. Elms (South Melbourne).
[Image Courtesy of MCC Library]
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The Fitzroy Football Club. Its History 
and Performances by Charles S. Cock, 
Fitzroy FC secretary. This is the first text 
dedicated exclusively to a club history and was 
published as a small booklet. 
[Image: Cover reproduced in Mike Sutherland, R. 
Nicholson and S. Murray, The First One Hundred 
Seasons. Fitzroy Football Club 1883-1983, Melbourne: 
Fitzroy Football Club Ltd, 1983, image insert between 
pp. 12-13]
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South Melbourne, Premiers, 1890. 
The Age, April 29, 1933. 
Back Row T. Glenn, J. Marshall (trainer), H. Steel (V.P.), A. G. Major (V.P.), Angus Evans (hon. sec.), A. Brown, R. Kinneburgh 
(trainer)
Third Row J. Middleton, D. M’Kay, A. Powell, H. Purdy, E. A. Barrett, B. Page, H. Latchford
Second Row J. Graham, R. Kerr, R. Doran, H. Elms (capt.), P. Burns (vice-capt.), W. Morton, R. Talbot
Front Row W. Spence, J. O’Meara, F. Waugh, J. Wyatt, J. Young, A. J. Dunne 
[Image From: H. D. Newby, Profusely Illustrated Souvenir and Programme of the Australasian Football Jubilee Carnival, 1908, Melbourne: 
J. L. Anderson & Sons, 1908, p. 19, as cited at: http://nla.gov.au/nla.aus-vn5214037-s21-e-cd]
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James Young Esq. Certificate
Illuminated certificate presented 
to South Melbourne footballer 
James Young in March 1902 in 
appreciation of his services to 
that club. James “Diddley” Young 
played around 30 games for Albert 
Park between 1877-79, and around 
200 games for South Melbourne 
between 1880-1894. It was kindly 
donated to the MCC Library in 
memory of Young’s granddaughter, 
Jean R. Gleniste. 
[Image Courtesy of the MCC Library]
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Dand. Dandenong
ED Essendon District
EG East Geelong
EH Emerald Hill (South Melbourne Junior)
EJ Essendon Juniors
ER East Richmond
Ess. Essendon
EU Elgin Union (Carlton Junior)
FA Footscray Alberts
FEx Footscray Excelsior
FI Fitzroy Imperial
Fitz. Fitzroy
FJC Footscray (pre-1886 junior club)
FoJ Footscray Juniors
Foots. Footscray
Fortrose South Melbourne Junior
Geel. Geelong
GC Geelong College
GD Geelong District
GGS Geelong Grammar School
GI Geelong Imperial
GJ Geelong Juniors
GM Geelong Marylebone
GN Greenwich (Newport Junior)
GWA Geelong Wanderers
Haw. Hawthorn
Hb. Hawksburn
HGS Hawthorn Grammar School
Hills. Hillside (North Melbourne Junior)
Hoth. Hotham
Hoth., SA Hotham Seniors, South Australia 
Ivan. Ivanhoe
Jun. Juniors (generic)
KHS Kew High School
Marl. Marlton (Prahran Junior)
ABBREVIATIONS - Clubs
Adel, SA Adelaide FC
Alb. Imp. Albion Imperial (Later South Ballarat)
AlU Albion United
AP Albert Park
APJ Albert Park (Juniors)
AAU Abbotsford Union
Ave. Avenue (Carlton Junior)
Ball. Ballarat
Ball. Imp. Ballarat Imperial
BC Ballarat City
BD Ballarat District
BeI Bendigo Imperial
Belmont (Geelong Junior)
Bend. Bendigo
Bend. U Bendigo United
BeU Belgravia United (Footscray Junior)
BGS Brighton Grammar School
BH Broken Hill
Britannia Collingwood Junior
Brunsw. Brunswick
BU Battery United (Williamstown Junior)
BV Belle Vue (Footscray Junior)
BWa Ballarat Wanderers
Camberw. Camberwell
Carl. Carlton
Carl. Jun. Carlton Juniors
Carl. Un. Carlton Union
Castlem. Castlemaine
CC, Tas. City Club, Hobart, Tasmania
CH Clifton Hill
Chilw. Chilwell (Geelong)
Clifton Collingwood Juniors
Clyde (Carlton Junior)
Crem. Cremorne (Richmond Junior)
Cresw. Creswick
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RP Royal Park (North Melbourne Junior)
RS Rising Sun (South Melbourne Junior)
SA South Australia
Sandh. Sandhurst (Bendigo)
SC Scotch College
SFX St Francis Xavier College
SM South Melbourne
SMD South Melbourne District
SMI South Melbourne Imperial
SMJ South Melbourne Juniors
SnCr Southern Cross (Prahran Junior)
SoB Star of Brunswick
SoC Star of Carlton
SoF Star of Footscray
Southern Prahran Junior
SP South Park (South Melbourne Junior)
SPC St. Patrick’s College
SS Sandridge Star (Port Melbourne Junior)
Sth. Adel, SA South Adelaide, South Australia
Sth. Ball. South Ballarat (aka Albion Imperial)
Sth. Park, SA South Park, South Australia
Sth. St K South St Kilda
St K St Kilda
St K G St Kilda Grosvenor
St K Jun. St Kilda Juniors
St K R St Kilda Royal
S. Will. South Williamstown
SY South Yarra Juniors
Tas. Tasmania
UJ Union Jack (South Melbourne Junior)
Univ. University (Melbourne)
Vaucl. Vaucluse (Richmond Junior)
WA Western Australia
Warrn’l Warrnambool
Wav. Waverley (Carlton Junior)
WC Wesley College
WD Western District (Regional Victoria)
Marybgh Maryborough
Maryleb. Marylebone (South Melbourne Junior) 
Melb. Melbourne
MGS Melbourne Grammar School
MP Moonee Ponds
N. Adel, SA North Adelaide, South Australia
NCI North Carlton Imperial
NED North Eastern District (Regional Victoria)
NeJ Nelson Juniors
NF North Fitzroy
NG North Geelong
NI Napier Imperial (South Melbourne Junior)
NJ North Juniors (Ballarat)
NM North Melbourne
NMJ North Melbourne Juniors
Nor’by Normanby (Fitzroy Junior)
Northc. Northcote
Norw, SA Norwood, South Australia
NP North Park (North Melbourne Junior)
NWE North Williamstown Excelsior
NZ New Zealand
Osb. Osborne (Williamstown Junior)
P. Adel, SA Port Adelaide, South Australia
PM Port Melbourne
PME Port Melbourne Excelsior
PMI Port Melbourne Imperial
PMJ Port Melbourne Juniors
Portarl. Portarlington
Prah. Prahran
PrJ Prahran Juniors
QLD Queensland
Qu’ff Queenscliff
RC Riddell’s Creek
RC, Tas. Railway Club, Hobart, Tasmania
Res. Reserve (Ballarat Junior)
Rich. Richmond
Rich. Jun. Richmond Juniors
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WE West End (Port Melbourne Junior)
WG West Geelong
WGJ Wellington (Geelong Junior)
Will. Williamstown
Winds. Windsor
WJ Williamstown Juniors
WMJ West Melbourne Juniors
YA Young Australians (South Melbourne 
Junior)
Yarrav. Yarraville
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   145 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
146
WC Wesley College, Prahran
WCG Williamstown Cricket Ground
WHCG Warehouseman’s Cricket Ground, St Kilda 
Rd. Later known as the Albert Ground
WO/WR Western Oval/Reserve, Footscray
WOB Western Oval, Ballarat (cnr Pleasant & 
Eyre Sts, Ballarat)
ABBREVIATIONS - Grounds
AO Adelaide Oval, Adelaide
Ball. CG Ballarat Cricket Ground
BC CG Back Creek Cricket Ground, Bendigo
CO Corio Oval (Cricket Ground), Eastern Park, 
Geelong
EMCG East Melbourne Cricket Ground (cnr 
Wellington & Jolimont Pdes, East 
Melbourne)
EO Eastern Oval, Ballarat East
FCG Fitzroy Cricket Ground, Brunswick Street, 
Fitzroy
FSG Friendly Societies Ground. At old Olympic 
Park site.
GR Garden Reserve, (off Osborne St.) West 
of Williamstown Botanic Gardens, 
Williamstown
HRR Hotham Recreation Reserve/Cricket 
Ground, Arden St. q.v. NMRR
MCG Melbourne Cricket Ground
NMRR North Melbourne Recreation Reserve/
Cricket Ground, Arden St. q.v. HRR
PMCG Port Melbourne Cricket Ground
PO Prince’s Oval, Carlton
PP Prince’s Park, Maryborough
RCG Richmond Cricket Ground, Punt Road.
SMCG South Melbourne Cricket Ground, Albert 
Park. q.v. APG
SP Royal Saxon Paddock. Now called the City 
Oval, Sturt St, Ballarat
Sth. Park South Park in Albert Park. Near SMCG and 
opposite Three Chain Road.
St K CG St Kilda Cricket Ground (aka Junction 
Oval), Lakeside Dve.
UR University Reserve, Cricket Ground, The 
University of Melbourne
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1886
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: S. Bloomfield
Vice Captain: J. Baker
Team: J. Baker (19), W. Batters (16-20), A. Berry (18-19), W.A. Beveridge (10-16), S. Bloomfield (21), 
G. Bragge (9-17), Breen (1), F. Coffey (1-10), G. Cook (19-21), W.I. Crapp (10-19), 
H. Drew (8-11), A. Freeth (4-7), A. Gellatley (10-13), W. Glasscock (7-11), F. Johnston (14-19), 
C. Letcher (7-10), T. Leydin (19-21), Marks (1-5), T. McCracken (12-18), M. McDonnell (5-8), 
A. McDowall (4-8), T. McInerney (12-20), J. Melville (2), C. Newton (15-21), Jos. Rickards (2-6), 
W. Sharp (11-13), W. Strickland (15-17), T. Watson (1-2), M. Whelan (21), A. Wilson (17-21), 
J. Woods (11-20)
* R. Aitken, Black, J. Davies, Deely, Frew, Gregory, M. Lemon, F. McIntosh, J. McPhee, & A. Robertson also 
named in squads. 
Goal kickers:
 T. Leydin [20], A. Berry [16], A. Wilson [16], J. Baker [15], A. Gellatley [9], M. Whelan [9], 
S. Bloomfield [7], C. Letcher [7], Jos. Rickards [4], W. Glasscock [3], W. Strickland [3], 
M. McDonnell [2], T. McInerney [2], W. Sharp [2], J. Woods [2], W. Batters [1]
 New:  W. Batters (SnCr), A. Berry (Sth. Ball.), W.A. Beveridge (Bend/Hoth/
  Sandh.), F. Coffey (Hoth, 1883), A. Freeth (WJ to S.Will. July), 
  A. Gellatley (Brunsw.), W. Glasscock (Northc.), T. McCracken (Hoth/SoC),  
  M. McDonnell (Ball.), A. McDowell (Sn Cr), J. McPhee (SoC), Marks (YA),  
  C. Newton (Brunsw.), W. Sharp (BeI)
 Departures: R. Aitken (Melb, early in season), J. Cameron (Foots.), 
  T. Cameron (Foots.), D. Clydesdale (Ess, June), J. Joyce (Britannia), 
  A. Knowles (Ess.), H. O’Bern (Melb.), W. Watling (Sth. Adel, SA)
Essendon
Captain: E. Powell/W. Fleming
Vice Captain: W. Fleming/D. Sebire
Team: D. Aitken (4), G. Cairns (2-3), H. Caldwell (14), D. Clydesdale (10-11), D.J. Coleman (7), 
H. Dunne (4-10), E. Fitzgerald (2), W. Fleming (18), E. Francis (1-2), W. Franks (1), 
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C. Gordon (7-11), W. Gordon (3-4), J. Hall (3), R. Hill (15), J. Hope (5-8), R. Kirkpatrick (3-12), 
M. Knopp (8), A. Knowles (2), J. Lawler (1), A. Lethbridge (1), G. Lidstone (2-4), 
M. McInerney (2-6), D.B. McLeod (5), W. Meader (15), C. Moline (9), T. Moore (2), 
J. Morris (16-17), Mullen (1), T. Nally (8-9), R.B. Nicholson (1), R.G. Nicholson (12-16), 
J. Paris (2-5), C. Pearson (8), E. Powell (13), G. Proctor (3-4), A.R. Robertson (13-17), 
M. Rout (16-18), T. Rout (10-11), P. Ryan (2), A. Sebire (6-11), D. Sebire (14-15), P. Smith (2-3), 
J. Stafford (1-2), P. Stubbs (12-14), H. Tindale (4-9), J. Wickham (3-6), G. White (12-13), 
W. Young (2-3)
* Dodds, G. Ellerman, C. Forbes, J. Pike, E. Scott, W. Tully & A. Young also named in squads.
** Matches author attributes to players with the surname Nicholson are often estimates. 
Goal kickers:
 H. Caldwell [13], W. Meader [6], M. Rout [6], C. Pearson [5], W. Fleming [3], C. Moline [3], 
H. Tindale [3], E. Fitzgerald [2], R. Hill [2], J. Morris [2], A. Sebire [2], P. Smith [2], 
D. Clydesdale [1], D. Coleman [1], M. Knopp [1], J. Paris [1], G. Proctor [1], T. Rout [1]
New:  G. Cairns (P. Adel/Sth Park, SA/Ess/BC), D. Clydesdale (Carl, June), 
  D.J. Coleman (Fitz.), A. Eady (CC, Tas.), G. Ellerman (SC), 
  E. Fitzgerald (SoC/Carl.), F. Franks (Melb.), W. Gordon (Gippsland), 
  J. Grant (MGS), J. Hall (Sth Adel/Tas.), J. Hope (SC), R. Kirkpatrick 
  (P. Adel, SA), A. Knowles (Carl/Ess.), A. Lethbridge (1883), G. Lidstone
  (NP), M. McInerney (Hoth, June), D.B. McLeod (SY, to QLD, June), 
  J. Morris (Hoth.), G. Proctor (Ball/St K), P. Ryan (Geel.), J. Sadlier (Benalla),
  E. Scott (Adel, SA), P. Smith (MP), P. Stubbs (Melb/SC), G. White (2nds) 
 Departures: J. Harris (NSW), P. McShane (Geel.), J. Martin (Tas.), 
  C. Pearson (QLD, during season), J. Pike (PM)
Fitzroy
Captain: J. Worrall
Vice Captain: P.G. McShane/J. Maher
Team: J. Beggs (15-21), R. Burgess (12-17), T. Burke (6-9), Callaghan (1), E. Carew (13-15), 
J. Carroll (18-21), C. Cock (12-22), Crobath (1), Dunne (1-2), J. Elliott (12-22), R. Ewing (14-20), 
J. Fitzpatrick (4-9), G. Hall (11-20), J. Kerrigan (16-23), E. Lindsay (14-21), J. Maher (14-17), 
P.G. McShane (15-17), J. McSpeerin (1-2), E. Melling (21-22), C. Menan (3-8), A. Muir (1), 
J. Muir (20-21), B. Nathan (21-23), A. Newlands (21-23), A. Pagnet (2-4), J. Pierce (17-23), 
H. Rapiport (15), J. Ross (4-5), S. Rowe (3-6), A. Shearwood (8-17), J. Small (6-12), 
J. Strachan (15-20), W. Vale (1), J. Worrall (22)
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* F. Boffey, C. Buckley, McIlroy, J. McRaile, J. O’Leary, Shaw, J. Simpson, T. Veal & T. Whyte also named in 
squads. 
Goal kickers:
 A. Newlands [15], J. Worrall [15], H. Rapiport [9], E. Carew [7], J. Maher [7], J. Carroll [6], 
R. Ewing [6], B. Nathan [6], T. Burke [2], J. Muir [2], R. Burgess [1], J. Elliott [1], G. Hall [1], 
E. Melling [1], Ross [1], J. Strachan [1]
 New:  F. Boffey (Bend.), C. Buckley (Britannia), W. Corr (Univ/Toorak, during 
  season), G. Hall (Will/Fitz.), A. Newlands (Castlem.), A. Pagnet (Marybgh), 
  J. Pierce (Britannia), J. Small (PM/Sth. Ball.), W. Vale (Univ, during season)
 Departures: D. Coleman (Ess.), D. Robertson (SM), E. Tobin (Newcastle, NSW), 
  J. Williams (Tas)
Footscray
Captain: R. Wood/T. Cameron/J. Tiernan
Vice Captain: J. Gibson/T. Carlton
Team: A. Anderson (10-13), W. Anderson (13-16), W. Backwell (6-11), J. Barrass (6-7), 
R. Boys (2-3), Buller (10-15), J. Cameron (13-16), T. Cameron (17-18), T. Carlton (9), 
Carsons (8-15), W. Charles (7-13), Clark (1), Conlon (1), C. Copplestone (5-6), W. Elliott (1), 
E. Fitzgerald (3-7), Fitzpatrick (1), Fry (1), J. Gibson (10-13), Gorman (1-2), W. Henderson (1), 
F. Huggins (11-17), G. Hutton (1), Jones (1), C. Lovett (3), McCormick (4-6), H. McDonnell (1), 
J. McKinley (11-17), R. McKinley (3-10), McKinnery (3-6), North (1), J. O’Donnell (14-18), 
A. Pike (14-18), W. Powrie (5-8), Randall (11-16), J. Roberts (8), Rose (4-6), Sayers (1), 
C. Schoman (11-14), E. Stone (9-14), J. Tiernan (15-18), Tully (1), W. Warren (9-11), 
R. Wood (2), Wort (2-3)
* Bagot, J. Bennett, Burrell, Dawson, Edwards, James, McLaren, McPhee, J. Shaw, Turnbull & A. Williams also 
named in squads.
** Games author attributes to the Andersons, Camerons & McKinleys are sometimes estimates.
Goal kickers:
 J. Tiernan [4], A. Pike [3], Buller [2], T. Cameron [2], C. Copplestone [2], Randall [2], 
J. Roberts [2], W. Warren [2], W. Anderson [1], Backwell [1], J. Barrass [1], T. Carlton [1], 
W. Charles [1], C. Schoman [1], Wort [1], Unknown [6]
 New:  A. Anderson, J. Bennett, C. Copplestone, Dawson, W. Elliott, C. Lovett, 
  J. O’Donnell, J. Roberts, C. Schoman, W. Warren, A. Williams (all FJC), 
  W. Anderson (GJ), R. Boys (Melb, 1884), J. Cameron (Carl/Fitz/Sth Ball/
  SoC), T. Cameron (Carl/SM), W. Powrie (BeU), Sayers (BV), 
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  J. Shaw (Geel, 1882), E. Stone (Yarrav.), J. Tiernan (Foots.), 
  R. Wood (SM, back to SM 19/6)
Geelong
Captain: D. Hickinbotham
Vice Captain: R. Talbot
Team*: J. Bailey (9), A. Boyd (19), S. Boyd (16), C. Brownlow (1), T. Calder (6), Conlon (6), 
F. Douglass (16), G. Eldridge (10), W. Foote (19), F. Furnell (16), J. Galbraith (17), F. Gillett (11), 
W. Goddard (5), R. Groves (16), Hartley (1), D. Hickinbotham (18), F. James (2), J. Julien (10), 
D. Kearney (19), J. Kerley (17), C. Matthews (1), H. McLean (19), Jno. McShane (14), 
P. McShane (19), T. McShane (9), A. Morrison (15), T. Mullen (13), G. Pike (4), 
A. Robertson (19), M. Ross (1), P. Ryan (2), A. Scrivenger (4), H. Steedman (10), 
H. Stoneman (1), R. Talbot (14)
* 19/6: 1 unknown: likely Conlon or T. McShane. Cannot be Bailey, Julien, Mullen, or Pike.
Goal kickers:
 P. McShane [40], H. McLean [24], J. Kerley [19], J. Galbraith [12], A. Boyd [7], S. Boyd [7], 
T. McShane [7], G. Pike [6], H. Steedman [5], T. Calder [4], J. Bailey [3], Conlon [3], 
D. Hickinbotham [3], D. Kearney [2], Jno. McShane [2], R. Talbot [2], H. Eldridge [1], 
R. Groves [1], T. Mullen [1]
 New:  S. Boyd (NG), T. Calder (Ball.), F. Gillett (GGS), Hartley (GW), 
  F. James (GGS), J. Julien (Ess/Geel.), Jno. McShane (SM/Geel/NG), 
  P. McShane (Ess/Geel.), G. Pike (EG), A. Scrivenger (Will, 7/86), 
  H. Steedman (1884)
 Departures: J. Galbraith (PM, back 8/5), P. Ryan (Ess, June)
Hotham
Captain: W.A. Johnston
Vice Captain: H. Todd
Team: A. Anderson (3-4), H. Alessio (8-10), G. Bailey (13-19), E. Baines (1), G. Bradley (2), 
J. Brennan (2-4), S. Brown (5-8), J. Carlton (1), E. Cherry (4), H. Christian (15-17), 
T. Crosbie (3), W. Dickenson (1-2), Fitzpatrick (4-5), E. Fox (9-12), J. Haydon (16-20), 
H. Hems (17-19), J. Horrocks (16-18), R. Houston (20), T. Houston (1-3), 
W.A. Johnston (19), W.M. Johnston (19-20), W. Lang (14-16), A. Ley (1), M. Maher (1), 
M. McInerney (2), H. McIntosh (16-18), J. Munro (4), R. Nairn (3-9), A. Neely (2), 
E.P. O’Brien (14-17), H. Perkins (8-10), T. Peters (19), Robertson (14-16), W. Ross (4-7), 
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G. Skinner (2), A. Swan (3-6), G. Sykes (19), J. Tankard (21), A. Todd (5-9), H. Todd (17-18), 
W.P. Wallace (17-19), E. Williams (12-15)
* Dorrett & Freeth also named in squads.
** Some games author attributes to H. Christian may have been played by W. Christian.
*** D. O’Brien may have played 7/8.
Goal kickers:
 R. Houston [10], W.M. Johnston [10], T. Peters [9], H. Todd [6], E. Williams [6], G. Sykes [5], 
H. Hems [4], J. Tankard [4], W. Lang [2], J. Munro [2], Robertson [2], A. Todd [2], 
W.A. Johnston [2], G. Bradley [1], W. Christian [1], T. Crosbie [1], H. Perkins [1], W. Wallace [1]
 New:  J. Brennan (NCI), H. Christian (NP), W. Christian (NP), E. Fox (NP), 
  J. Horrocks (UJ), W. Ross (Marybgh), W.P. Wallace (SC)
 Departures: A. Buncle (Ess.), T. McCracken (Carl.), M. McInerney (Ess, June), 
  J. Morris (Ess.), D. Riley (PM), J. Shaw (Umpiring), J. Tiernan (Foots.)
Melbourne
Captain: H. Morrison
Vice Captain: W.J. Carroll/R. Robinson
Team: G. Aitken (4-6), R. Aitken (8-9), W.R. Bailey (11-21), S. Baird (17-19), R. Brown (1-2), 
W. Burns (9-11), B. Buscombe (4-8), W.J. Carroll (8-9), C. Coulson (8-18), T. Dickeson (6-8),
T. Dodds (6-11), A. Edwards (9-17), J. Elliott (3-12), F. Franks (7), E. Griffith (15-19), 
G. Hallett (10-13), Henry (3), J. Johnson (7-9), W. Johnson (2-7), J. Kelly (12-13), Kerrigan (2), 
E. Lynar (9-11), S. Lynar (2-6), F. Lyons (3-4), E. Manifold (1-6), A. McCrindle (14-19), 
P. Millard (8-18), W. Morgan (3-11), H. Morrison (18-20), Mouritz (1), P.R. Murphy (14-17), 
H. O’Bern (13-17), P. Parsons (1-2), F. Plant (3-5), H. Plant (1-2), T. Rand (1), 
R. Robinson (13-21), W. Rushton (1), Ryan (1), Seymour (3-8), C. Spooner (11-18), 
G. Strachan (5-17), H. Tuckfield (11-19), R. Wardrop (1), D. Willis (1), H. Wilmott (2-11)
* Cleary, A. Coulson, T. Elliott, Finlay, C. Garton, F. Hallett, Lacey, McEachern, McPhee, O’Shannessey & Wheel-
er also named in squads
** Games author attributes to players G. & R. Aitken, J. & T. Elliott, J. & W. Johnson, E. & S. Lynar, & F. & H. 
Plant are often estimates. 
Goal kickers:
S. Baird [22], E. Lynar [12], T. Dodds [9], W.J. Carroll [6], R. Aitken [5], E. Griffith [4], W. Burns [2], 
P. Murphy [2], R. Brown [1], B. Buscombe [1], T. Dickeson [1], J. Elliott [1], G. Hallett [1], 
F. Lyons [1], P. Millard [1], J. Murphy [1], Murphy [1], H. O’Bern [1]
 New:  R. Aitken (Carl.), W. Burns (Ball. Imp, during season), B. Buscombe 
  (Kyneton), Cleary (Hobart), T. Dickeson (SM), T. Dodds (SM, late in 
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  season), G. Hallett (P. Adel, SA), F. Lyons (Ball, 29/5), E. Manifold 
  (MGS), P. Millard (Tas.), P. Murphy (Sth. Ball, 29/5/Melb/Alb. Imp.), 
  H. O’Bern (Carl, 29/5), J. Plant (Northc.), T. Rand (Evansdale), 
  Seymour (Evansdale), Staughton (Kyneton)
 Departures: D.E. Brayshay (Univ.), H. Champion (Univ.), A. Collie (Prah.), 
  A. Coulson (Univ, early in season), W.J. Carroll (Rich, 24/7), 
  H. Rush (Prah.), E. Strahan (Univ.)
Port Melbourne
Captain: W. Hanneysee
Vice Captain: T. McKnight
Team: A. Banner (1-3), G. Brooks (6-9), W. Burns (1), J. Coffey (10), M. Daly (17-23), J. Darcy (6-12), 
E. Decis (18-22), W. Ellis (4-5), C. Forman (1-2), W. Fraser (18-21), J. Galbraith (1), 
W. Hanneysee (21), P. Harper (15-22), A. Higgins (3-8), P. Hyne (17-23), R. Kinneburgh (9-14), 
T. Landers (9-13), P. Mackay (13-23), McKinnery (1), F. McKnight (16-19), T. McKnight (17-22), 
H.C. McLeod (2-3), J. McLeod (1-3), Mitchell (19-22), G. Munro (18-22), Murray (1), 
O’Leary (1-3), F.G. Parry (20-23), Parsons (1), J. Pike (16-21), S. Poat (8-13), Ramsay (1), 
W. Richardson (1-5), J. Sharp (15-20), J. Sullivan (13-21), E. Vine (20-23), L. Watson (3-7), 
Wheeler (1), W. Wilson (11-17)
* Bushby, J. Keogh, P. Murphy, Reed, J. Small & W. Smith also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 W. Hanneysee [16], W. Fraser [12], Mitchell [9], P. Hyne [8], F. McKnight [8], J. Sullivan [7], 
G. Munro [6], J. Sharp [4], M. Daly [2], P. Harper [2], T. Landers [2], L. Watson [2], G. Brooks [1], 
J. Coffey [1], H.C. McLeod [1], J. McLeod [1]
New:  A. Banner (Rich, then to SM), J. Coffey (SM), M. Daly (SM), E. Decis 
  (SM), W. Ellis (Havelock), W. Fraser (P. Adel, SA/SM), J. Galbraith 
  (Geel, back 8/5), W. Hanneysee (SM/Carl.), P. Harper (SM), 
  P. Hyne (PMJ), R. Kinnerburgh (SM), T. Landers (S. Will, June), 
  McKinnery (PMJ), H.C. McLeod (PMJ), F. McKnight (SM), 
  T. McKnight (PMJ), Moore (PMJ), G. Munro (SM), F. Parry (SM/UJ), 
  J. Pike (Ess/Geel.), J. Sharp (BeI), J. Small (Sth. Ball.), E. Vine (SC), 
  L. Watson (PMJ), Wilson (PMJ)
 Departures: W. Burns (Melb, during season)
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Prahran
Captain: A. Rusden/W. Lockett
Vice Captain: W. Lockett/F. Baillee
Team: F. Baillee (14-15), Bates (1), W. Bradshaw (8-15), Brittingham (1-2), Chambers (1-3), 
A. Collie (10-12), Corfield (1-6), C. Dunn (8-13), C. Edwards (9-13), W. Evans (1-2), 
E. Farley (6-13), C. Foote (1), Freemantle (5-14), M. Gardiner (12-15), W. Hallows (1-3), 
Harwood (1-2), Hutton (3-7), King (1), Jno. Lavelle (12-16), W. Lennie (1-3), W. Little (11-17), 
W. Lockett (13-15), J. Lorraine (12-16), W. Lorraine (5-12), J. Madden (10-14), F. Marsden (3-6), 
V. Matthews (1-3), McArthur (1-4), McIntosh (1), M. McLeod (5-8), K. McPherson (9-15), 
Montin (2-4), A. Morehouse (3-8), J. Morehouse (16), Morris (1), Parkinson (1-4), 
A. Rusden (14), H. Rush (8-11), G. Soutar (2-8), A. Stewart (2-8), J. Stewart (11-17), Taylor (2-3), 
Zimmer (1-6)
* Coventry, Doherty, W. Edwards, McKenzie, J. McPherson, Reeves, Todd & Young also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 J. Madden [12], W. Bradshaw [3], A. Collie [3], J. Lorraine [3], J. Morehouse [3], H. Rush [3], 
J. Stewart [3], Freemantle [2], Jno. Lavelle [2], A. Rusden [2], F. Baillee [1], C. Edwards [1], 
W. Lorraine [1], Montin [1], G. Soutar [1], Unknown [1]
New:  Anderson (PrJ), F. Baillee (Winds.), W. Bradshaw, Jno. Lavelle, W. Lennie,  
  W. Lockett, J. Madden, Taylor (all SnCr), Brittingham, Hutton, W. Little, 
  J. Lorraine, W. Lorraine, J. McPherson, K. McPherson, F. Marsden, 
  A. Morehouse, J. Morehouse, G. Soutar, P. Soutar (all Hb.), W. Edwards, 
  Freemantle, M. Gardiner, King, M. McLeod, A. Rusden, Stewart (all SY), 
  A. Collie (Melb.), Coventry (Marl.), C. Edwards (Winds., June), 
  E. Farley (Winds.), H. Rush (Melb, June)
Richmond
Captain: T. Graham/F. Wookey
Vice Captain: F. Wookey 
Team: Armstrong (1-2), Barnard (2-9), Bartlett (9-19), Beckwith (2-13), W. Blazey (2-6), T. Box (1-6), 
F. Browne (1-2), E. Burwood (3-11), W.J. Carroll (6-7), H. Christie (1), Clements (1), 
Docherty (2), D. Elder (8), Gorman (4-6), T. Graham (9), N. Harper (17-20), Harrison (2), 
A. Hill (17-18), G. Howarth (7-21), H. Jackman (11-15), S. Kelso (11-18), H. Layton (9-10), 
Main (2-5), J. McDonald (1), J. Mullally (4-8), C. Over (3-10), F. Owen (8-20), R. Owen (12-19), 
A. Powell (14-17), J.P. Purcell (5-7), T. Robinson (3-4), Rushton (1-2), Rutherford (1-4), 
Ryan (1-2), Salmon (3-12), A. Searle (9-10), J. Shand (2-4), Simpson (1-3), G. Smith (21-22), 
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T. Smith (1-3), C. Stephens (16-20), J. Stewart (20-22), C. Syle (19-22), J. Taylor (7-8), 
Watson (4-7), F. Wookey (20-22)
* Alves, Bryant, A. Carlos, Craig, W. Ellis, Hessey, Jordan, Lean, Marshall, McMahon, Robertson & W. Wells also 
named in squads.
Goal kickers:
A. Hill [10], C. Stephens [7], S. Kelso [5], J. Stewart [4], C. Over [3], A. Powell [3], C. Syle [3], 
Salmon [2], Armstrong [1], Bartlett [1], W.J. Carroll [1], D. Elder [1], N. Harper [1], Main [1], 
J. Mullally [1], F. Owen [1], R. Owen [1], G. Smith [1], F. Wookey [1]
 New:  Beckwith (Rich. Jun.), W.J. Carroll (Melb, 24/7), Main (Rich. Jun.), 
  A. Powell (Lilydale)
 Departures: C. Duffield (Rich. Jun.)
South Melbourne
Captain: H. Elms
Vice Captain: A. Harper
Team: A. Banner (3), R. Bodycombe (15-18), A. Brooks (3-4), C. Brown (2-6), P. Burns (13), 
W. Bushby (5), T. Bushell (13), H. Cooper (7-10), T. Dickeson (9-11), W. Docherty (20), 
T. Dodds (1), H. Elms (20), F. Graves (15-18), A. Harper (20-21), E. Hill (15-19), Mair (4-5), 
W. Marshall (1), J. McDonald (15-21), D. McKay (17-18), W. McKechnie (3-5), J. Minchin (15-19), 
M. Minchin (17-20), Nolan (9-13), T. O’Connor (21), H. Purdy (18-21), D. Robertson (1), 
R.C. Roy (18-19), H. Smith (19-20), Hy Smith (16-20), W. Spence (11-14), W. Windley (1-2), 
R. Wood (8-14), J. Young (16-18)
* Fry, Green & Stevens also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 R. Roy [24], T. Bushell [13], D. McKay [11], P. Burns [10], A. Harper [10], W. Docherty [7], 
T. O’Connor [7], W. Bushby [4], T. Dickeson [4], H. Purdy [4], Mair [2], J. Minchin [2], 
M. Minchin [2], H. Cooper [1], F. Graves [1], W. McKechnie [1], Smith [1], J. Young [1]
 New:  A. Banner (PM), R. Bodycombe (Ball.), W. Bushby (P. Adel. during 
  season), A. Fyfe (UJ), D. McKay (Sth. Ball, during season), 
  W. McKechnie (SMJ), Nolan (WD), T. O’Connor (SMJ), H. Purdy (Sth Ball.),  
  D. Robertson (Fitz.), R.C. Roy (P. Adel/SM/SP/RS), H. Smith (SMJ), 
  Hy. Smith (P. Adel, SA), W. Windley (2nds)
 Departures: A. Brooks (PM, 7/86), J. Coffey (PM), M. Daly (PM), E. Decis (PM), 
  T. Dickeson (Melb, back 7/86), T. Dodds (Melb, late in season), 
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  W. Hanneysee (PM), P. Harper (PM), R. Kinneburgh (PM), 
  G. McKenzie (Ball. Imp.), F. McKnight (PM), Jno. McShane (Geel.), 
  G. Munro (PM), F. Parry (PM), J. Reid (Typhoid), 
  R. Wood (Foots, back later in season)
South Williamstown
Captain: W.H. Jones
Vice Captain: H. Currie
Team: A. Alexander (2-4), Beale (2-6), C. Birnie (8-13), Brown (7-13), J. Bruton (10-13), 
J. Clarke (11-12), P. Conroy (1-3), G. Cooper (1), H. Currie (11-13), T. Davidson (2-5), 
C. Dobney (2-3), T. Ferguson (2-5), A. Freeth (3-6), J. Gill (7-14), J. Guthrie (5-11), 
R. Hackett (5-11), A. Henderson (9-13), C. Henderson (1), D. James (1), E. Jones (2), 
W.H. Jones (14), T. Landers (1), W. McAlister (13), Morgan (3-9), H. Munro (11-13), 
D. Murray (7-14), Reynolds (1-2), F. Rider (9-13), R. Salt (11-14), Sanders (1), A. Skinner (8-9), 
Sutherland (6-10), H. Wauchope (4-5), J. Woods (11-14)
* W. Anderson, Beattie, G. Bruton, Butterfield, W. Clarke, C. Curtis, Glenister, C. Haslam, Homewood, C. How-
arth, Johnson, J. McAlister, McGrath, J. McIntosh, Mullens, Shane & Shane also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
W. McAlister [10], R. Salt [10], W.H. Jones [8], J. Woods [5], H. Currie [4], J. Guthrie [4], J. Gill [3], 
J. Clarke [2], A. Henderson [2], H. Munro [2], A. Skinner [2], F. Rider [1]
 New:  A. Alexander, H. Currie, E. Jones, A. Freeth, R. Hackett, R. Henderson, 
  D. Murray, F. Rider, R. Salt, W. Wauchope, P. Wilkins (All Will.),
  Brown (Osb.), J. Bruton (WJ), P. Conroy (Osb.), T. Davidson (Osb.), 
  C. Dobney (WJ), A. Freeth (Carl/WJ, July), J. Gill (WJ), C. Henderson (WJ), 
  Homewood (Osb.), D. James (Osb.), W.H. Jones (Will/Melb/BU), 
  J. McAlister (WJ), W. McAlister (Melb/Will/BU), Sutherland (WJ), 
  H. Wauchope (Will, 7/86), J. Woods (WJ)  
Departures: T. Landers (PM, June)
St Kilda
Captains: G. Hatch/A. Smith
Team: Alcock (1-3), Anderson (1), W. Aspinwall (10-17), A. Bobardt (4-5), Buick (1), 
Burgoyne (8-14), J. Christian (2-5), R. Christian (5-11), J. Curr (6-8), Davies (6-16), 
E. Derrick (2-7), Dynon (3-7), Ellerman (1-2), England (1), Fattorini (1), Fitzgerald (2-4), 
M. Fox (7-15), H. Francis (1), G. Griffiths (14-18), G. Hamilton (2-4), G. Hatch (16), 
Henderson (9-18), J. Jackson (11-18), J. Keogh (12-16), Kipling (3-6), P. Langton (5-16), 
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Mooney (6-11), Munro (3-7), W. Newlands (8-14), G. Proctor (1-3), Robb (1-2), 
R. Siddeley (9-12), H. Simpson (1), A. Smith (15-18), G. Smith (2-5), M. Smith (2), S. Smith (1), 
W. Stiffe (12-18), Syers (2-5), A. Thresher (1-2), W. Tulley (3-6), Ulbrick (7-10), R. Watson (3-6), 
S. Willis (1-5)
* Baldwin, Beggs, Bink, A. Brain, A. Crome, Curr#2, Dudgeon, Graves, Hicks, Hunt, Jackson#2, King, Nolan, 
Oldham, A. Permezel, Rees, Robertson & Sydes also named in squads.
** Matches author attributes to players with the surnames Christian, Curr  & G, M, & S. Smith are sometimes 
estimates. 
Goal kickers:
 A. Smith [11], W. Stiffe [5], A. Bobardt [4], M. Smith [4], G. Hatch [3], Ulbrick [3], G. Griffiths [2], 
J. Keogh [2], Munro [2], R. Siddeley [2], Alcock [1], W. Aspinwall [1], Christian [1], Curr [1], 
J. Curr [1], Dynon [1], H. Simpson [1], Unknown [8]
New:  A. Brain, Burgoyne, J. Christian, R. Christian, J. Curr, Dynon, Fattorini, 
  M. Fox, G. Hatch, Henderson, J. Jackson, P. Langton, Mooney, A. Permezel, 
  R. Siddeley. A. Smith, G. Smith, W. Stiffe, Sydes, S. Willis (All St K Jun.), 
  W. Aspinwall (SY), A. Bobardt (Univ, 7/86), A. Crome (St K R), 
  J. Curr (SPC), E. Derrick (WC), Dudgeon (SY), H. Francis (WC), 
  G. Proctor (Ball, then to Ess.), M. Smith (Sth. St K), W. Newlands (Ball.), 
  A. Thresher (Brighton)
University
Captain: G. Cussen
Vice Captain: A. Syme
Team: J. Bartley (1-2), G. Bell (4-13), J. Bell (12-19), A. Bobardt (1-2), D.E. Brayshay (12-16), 
H. Brind (1-2), E. Champion (6-8), L. Clark (4-7), W. Corr (10-16), A. Coulson (9-19), 
G. Cussen (12-13), G. Damman (1-2), L. Davies (1-3), B. Davis (2), G. Freeman (11-15), 
P. Gleeson (9-14), A. Grant (2-3), G. Halford (5-7), C. Hill (10-16), W. Hope (4-12), 
H. Horne (12-20), J. Kelly (5-8), J. Kerrigan (5-13), R. Lewers (12-20), P. Liddle (7-15), 
C. MacKnight (8-15), McGuigan (3-9), McLaren (1-3), W. Paul (3-4), H. Power (13-17), 
Rocke (8-16), E. Shaw (1), E. Sloman (3), H. Sprague (2-3), E. Strahan (7-19), A. Syme (11-20), 
J.S. Thompson (13-20), R.S. Thomson (9-10), Truman (1-3), W. Vale (2-7)
* Broomfield, P. Flanagan, J. Healy, J. Hope, W. Kenny & Maloney also named in squads.
** Matches author attributes to players with the surnames Davis/Davies & Hope are often estimates. 
Goal kickers:
 W. Corr [4], J. Bell [2], G. Freeman [2], J. Kerrigan [2], C. MacKnight [2], E. Shaw [2], J. Bartley [1], 
Bell [1], A. Bobardt [1], D.E. Brayshay [1], L. Clark [1], A. Coulson [1], C. Hill [1], R. Lewers [1], 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   156 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
157
1886 Statistics
W. Paul [1], Rocke [1], R.S. Thomson [1], W. Vale [1], Unknown [2]
 New:  D.E. Brayshay (Melb.), E. Champion (Melb, 1884), A. Coulson (Melb/Ave.), 
  J. Kerrigan (Melb.), Rocke (Kyneton), E. Sloman (Melb, 1883), 
  E. Strahan (Melb.)
 Departures: S. Angwin (Tas.), A. Bobardt (St K, 7/86), G. Brayshay (Melb, only for Tas. 
  tour), W. Corr (Fitz, during season), W. Vale (Fitz, during season)
Williamstown
Captain: M.J. Fitzpatrick
Vice Captain: J. Kennedy/W.F. Jones
Team: G. Allibon (2), J. Clark (1), G. Currie (23), Deane (1), M. Fitzpatrick (23), J. Fribbs (4-5), 
R. Gibbs (20), M. Greenwood (1), E. Griffin (14-18), A. Hall (2), G. Hall (1), Hernan (3-4), 
R. James (20-23), G. Jamieson (7-8), D. Jones (8-9), W.F. Jones (21-22), J. Kennedy (18-22), 
C. Laming (18-19), J. MacKrell (3), Massie (1-3), W. Matthews (1), D. McDonald (3-4), 
J. McDonald (15-19), Morgan (2-3), A. Munro (1), J. Parkes (10-11), E. Pierce (14-18), 
D. Reilly (1), R. Rivett (17-23), C. Russell (19-22), A. Scrivenger (5-6), R. Sheehan (1), 
W. Sinclair (15-20), Slater (2), J. Smith (18-21), E. Tubb (2), F. Ulbrick (1), Walker (4), 
A. Ward (1), E. Warren (22), W. Warren (1), H. Wauchope (5-7), W. Wauchope (14-18), 
R. Weatherhead (6-9), A. Worroll (23), W. Wyatt (15-16)
* Dixon also named in squads.
** Matches author attributes to players with the surname McDonald are often estimates. 
Goal kickers:
 E. Warren [24], R. Gibbs [9], C. Russell [7], J. Parkes [6], W.F. Jones [5], G. Currie [4], J. Smith [4],
M. Fitzpatrick [3], H. Wauchope [3], W. Wyatt [3], G. Jamieson [2], E. Griffin [1], Hernan [1], 
D. James [1], R. James [1], D. Jones [1], E. Pierce [1], R. Weatherhead [1], A. Worroll [1]
 New:  G. Currie (WJ), D. Jones (WJ), J. Parkes (Sth. Adel, SA)
 Departures: A. Alexander, J. Bruton, H. Currie, A. Freeth, R. Hackett, R. Henderson, 
  E. Jones, W.H. Jones, D. Murray, F. Rider, R. Salt, W. Wauchope, 
  P. Wilkins (all S. Will.), G. Hall (Fitz.), A. Scrivenger (Geel, 7/86), 
  H. Wauchope (S. Will, 7/86), 
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Ballarat Teams
Ballarat
Captain: W. Christy
Vice Captain: J. Brown
Team: Angwin (11-14), S. Angwin (2-3), G. Baker (13-17), J. Bell (11-15), G. Benson (7-15), 
A.B. Berry (2), A. Bodycombe (8-13), R. Bodycombe (1-2), W. Broadbent (6), J. Brown (15-16), 
R. Bryant (12-17), P. Burke (4-5), Carnell (12-15), A. Christy (10-11), D. Christy (10), 
W. Christy (16-17), H.A. Cooper (1), A. Coram (13-15), J. Couttie (7-8), W. Dean (10-14), 
J. Dickson (3-6), Donaldson (4-8), J. Edmonston (8-11), A. Gough (1), J. Graham (12), 
W. Graham (15-17), J. Jewell (1-5), Knox (2-9), Lovett (2-8), F. Mann (8-10), 
H. McGoldrick (14-16), A. McKay (14-15), Murphy (1), W. Newlands (3), Oldham (1-3), 
Richardson (1-5), Roberts (1), Sandry (2-6), Taylor (1), H. Tobitt (2), Walker (1)
* Anderson, Baird, Beasmere, Cazaly, Cleary, Dawes, King, McLeod, Murray, O’Farrell, Porter, Scott, H.D. Sealy-
Vidal, Stone & Woods also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 F. Mann [7], J. Bell [4], A. Coram [4], Angwin [3], G. Baker [2], D. Christy [2], J. Edmondson [2], 
J. Graham [2], A. McKay [2], A. Bodycombe [1], R. Bryant [1], A. Christy [1], H. Cooper [1], 
H. McGoldrick [1], W. Newlands [1]
 New:  W. Dean (Ball. Imp/Ball.), J. Jewell (Sth. Ball.)
 Departures: R. Bodycombe (SM, during season), A. Gough (Ball. Imp, during season), 
  G. Hogg (Sth. Ball.), W. Newlands (St K, during season), G. Proctor (St K), 
  H. Tobitt (Sth. Ball, during season)
Ballarat Imperial
Captain: W. Robertson/G. McKenzie
Team: M. Abrahams (11-12), Brooks (1), J. Burns (1), W. Burns (6), W. Dawson (12), 
W. Gardiner (8-11), A. George (1-5), T. George (12), A. Gough (8), J. Hosking (12), 
J. Johnson (2), C. McKenzie (1-2), G. McKenzie (9), J. McKenzie (2-3), P. McManamny (4-7), 
W. Newham (7-11), W. Roberts (12), J. Robertson (2), W. Robertson (7), R. Rogers (10-11), 
Ryan (2-4), W. Shand (8-11), T. Shiells (12), A. Stewart (7), Straham (1), A. Taylor (4-5), 
P. Thomas (9-12), J. Tresize (10-12), N. Wellington (10-12), G. Williams (1), A. Wright (10-11), 
J. Young (10)
* Fraser, Howqua, M. Kitz, Martin, J. McDonald, McLennan, Nicholls, Norman, Richards, J. Shaw & Young#2 also 
named in squads.
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Goal kickers:
 A. Wright [9], W. Dawson [8], G. McKenzie [8], A. Taylor [3], T. Thomas [3], M. Abrahams [2], 
W. Gardiner [2], R. Rogers [2], W. Burns [1], M. George [1], W. Newham [1], T. Shiells [1], 
N. Wellington [1]
 New:  A. Gough (Ball, during season), M. Kitz (Ball. 1884/BWa), 
  J. Robertson (NJ)
 Departures: W. Burns (Melb, during season)
South Ballarat
Captain: J. Scott
Vice captain: P. Murphy
Team: Baker (1), J. Brooks (15-16), R. Butler (11-13), T. Caldwell (9-13), W. Cleary (17), J. Clinton (18), 
A. Connaughton (17), F. Doney (18), J. Dow (7-15), C. Greenhalgh (5-11), G. Hogg (8-11), 
J. Hogg (17-18), J. Keane (10-12), Lang (3-11), D. Lawson (14-18), P. Lynch (17-18), 
F. Lyons (4-7), D. McKay (3), D. Montgomery (7-8), W. Moore (15-17), P.R. Murphy (3), 
W. Perkins (7-12), W. Quine (14-17), D. Quinn (10-12), J. Scott (17-18), W. Thomas (9), 
H. Tobitt (12-13), C. Vaughan (12-14), T. Ward (17), W. Watson (2)
* Dann, J. Lyons, Martin, Taylor & Toger also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 W. Moore [23], F. Doney [11], J. Brooks [7], J. Clinton [7], J. Hogg [7], J. Scott [7], W. Cleary [5], 
A. Connaughton [5], D. Montgomery [5], F. Lyons [2], H. Tobitt [2], T. Ward [2], T. Caldwell [1], 
J. Keane [1], D. McKay [1], W. Perkins [1], C. Vaughan [1]
 New:  T. Caldwell (Central), C. Greenhalgh (Marybgh), G. Hogg (Ball.), 
  W. Perkins (Ball/Sth. Ball.), H. Tobitt (Ball, during season), 
  W. Watson (1884)
 Departures: A. Berry (Carl.), W. Dean (Ball.), M. McDonnell (Melb.), 
  D. McKay (SM, during season), P. Murphy (Melb.), H. Purdy (SM), 
  J. Small (PM/Fitz.)
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1886 Season
May 1
Essendon 2. 4 2. 5  3. 5. 9
Richmond 0. 0 2. 2 2. 2. 7
(EMCG; Att: 2,500-3,000)
Best
Essendon: Pearson, Nally, Sebire, Powell, Morris, Hall, McLeod
Richmond: Powell, Wookey, Stewart, Graham, Harper, Syle
Goals
Essendon: Fitzgerald 2, M. Rout 2, Pearson
Richmond: Syle, Powell
Footscray  3. 3.11 4.12
St Kilda   3.10 3.10
(WO)
Best & Goals
Footscray: Unknown
St Kilda: Unknown
Geelong 0. 9 3.13  9.20
Prahran 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Foote, Kerley, Conlon, McLean, Ryan
Prahran: McLeod, Rusden, Little, Lorraine, Lockett, Dunn
Goals
Geelong: Kerley 4, P. McShane 4, McLean
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 6 0. 6 2. 8
Hotham 2. 2 2. 5 3. 8 4.13
(MCG; Att: 2-5,000)
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Best
Melbourne: Kelly (bog), Carroll, Griffith, Robinson, Bailey 
Hotham: Tankard, Houston, Todd, Sykes, Johnston, Fox, Alessio
Goals
Melbourne: Brown, Baird
Hotham: Hems 2, Tankard, Houston
Port Melbourne 0. 1 1. 4 1. 4 3.11
South Will’town 1. 2 1. 2 3. 5 3. 5
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Coffey, Hanneysee, Daly, Pike, Decis, Galbraith
South Will’town: McAlister, Jones, Bruton, Jones, Currie, Guthrie
Goals
Port Melbourne: Mitchell, F. McKnight, Hanneysee
South Will’town:  McAlister, Guthrie, Woods
University 0. 0 1. 3 1. 2. 5
Carlton 2. 2 2. 5 2.11 3.12
(UR)
Best
University: Lewers, Thomson, Brayshay, Champion, Horne
Carlton: Strickland, Wilson, Bloomfield, Batters, Baker
Goals
University: Brayshay, R.S. Thomson
Carlton: Strickland, Wilson, Baker
South Williamstown’s innovative uniform
A commentator in the 1920s recalled that in this match at the PMCG South Williamstown ‘played in white 
pants, and caused much merriment among the barrackers. White football pants were never worn before this 
team came to light’.
The Sporting Globe, 2/7/1927
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Williamstown 1. 0 1. 0 2. 3 2. 3
Fitzroy 0. 0 0. 4 0. 4 1.11
(GR; Att: 1,500)
Best
Williamstown: Fitzpatrick, Wauchope, MacKrell, Worroll, Jones, Sinclair
Fitzroy: Worrall, Nathan, Burgess, Carroll, Rapiport, Ewing
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren, H. Wauchope
Fitzroy: Ewing
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 0 1. 4 1. 4 1. 6
Ballarat Imperial 0. 9 0. 9 2.16 4.18
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: J. Brown, W. Graham, Newlands, Broadbent, A. Christy, W. Christy
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Wellington, Burns, George, Johnson, W. Robertson
Goals
Ballarat: Baker
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson 2, Wright, P. Thomas
Non-premiership matches
South Melbourne 8.15 v. Union Jack (23) 0. 0
May 8
Ballarat 2.11 3.13 5.15 5.16
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 5 0. 5 2.12
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Broadbent, Newlands, Brown, Couttie, W. Graham, McKay
St Kilda: Smith, Siddeley, Stiffe, Curr
Goals
Ballarat: McKay 2, Newlands, A. Bodycombe, A. Christy
St Kilda: Stiffe 2
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Essendon 0. 0 0. 6 1. 2.13
Williamstown 2. 4 3. 6 5. 6.10
(EMCG; Att: 1,200-1,500)
Best
Essendon: Coleman, Knopp, Robertson, McLeod, Rout, Sebire
Williamstown: Worroll, Kennedy, W.F. Jones, Kennedy, Wauchope 
Goals
Essendon: Pearson, Fleming
Williamstown: W.F. Jones 2, Gibbs, Smith, Currie, Pierce
Fitzroy 0. 3 1. 4 2. 6 2. 7
Hotham 0. 1 1. 5 2. 6 3. 9
(FCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Newlands, Rapiport, Burgess, Beggs
Hotham: Houston, W.A. Johnston, Peters, Todd, Sykes, Brown
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Newlands
Hotham: Peters 2, W.M. Johnston
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 4 1. 4 1. 8
Carlton 2. 2 3. 5 4.13 6.14
(MCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Melbourne: Carroll, Griffiths, Dickeson, Buscombe, Kelly
Carlton: Baker, Bloomfield, Glasscock, Strickland, Whelan 
Goals
Melbourne: Carroll
Carlton: Baker 2, Wilson 2, Strickland, Berry
Prahran 0. 2 1. 9 2.12 2.14
South Will’town 3. 3 3. 5 3. 6 4. 9
(WHCG)
Best
Prahran: Lavelle, Rusden, Morehouse, Little, Marsden, Bruton
South Will’town: Munro, Hackett, Landers, W.H. Jones, Reynolds, Clarke
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Goals
Prahran: Stewart 2
South Will’town: Woods 2, Salt, Rider
Richmond 1. 6 1. 8 3. 4.19
Footscray 0. 2 0.10 0. 1.12
(RCG; Att: 3-400)
Best
Richmond: Smith, Taylor, Harper, Graham, Wookey, Powell
Footscray: T. Cameron, Wood, Randall, Pike, Roberts, Warren
Goals
Richmond: Armstrong, Kelso, Stephens, Syle
Footscray: Pike
South Melbourne 0. 3 3. 6 3. 7 4.10
Port Melbourne 1. 1 1. 1 3. 6 3. 9
(SMCG; Att: 3-6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, H. Smith, Hy Smith, Roy, O’Connor, Purdy
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, F. McKnight, Coffey, Poat, Pike, Vine
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 2, Purdy, Docherty
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, F. McKnight, Coffey
University 0. 0 1. 2 2. 2. 6
Geelong 1. 3 2. 4 3. 6.11
(UR; Att: 1,000)
Best
University: Bell, R.S. Thomson, Champion, Brayshay, Cussen 
Geelong: J. McShane (bog), Kerley, Hickinbotham, Calder, Robertson, P. McShane
Goals
University: L. Clark, J. Bell
Geelong: P. McShane 2, S. Boyd, Galbraith, A. Boyd, Calder
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May 15 
Essendon 0. 3 2. 7 3. 8 4.13
Hotham 0. 4 0. 5 0. 9 0.11
(EMCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Essendon: Pearson, Powell, Coleman, Sebire, M. Rout, T. Rout 
Hotham: Houston, Todd, Tankard, Haydon, Hems, Peters
Goals
Essendon: Hill, M. Rout, Pearson, Meader
Footscray 0. 6 0. 9 0. 2.14
Prahran 2. 5 2. 5 2.10 2.10
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Cameron, Pike, Wood, Roberts, Huggins, Anderson
Prahran: Morehouse (bog), Lockett, Rusden, Madden
Goals
Footscray: Roberts, W. Anderson
Prahran: Madden 2
Melbourne 0. 3 0. 3 1. 4 2. 5
South Melbourne 1. 1 1. 2 2. 9 3. 9
(MCG; Att: 2,500)
Best
Melbourne: Bailey, Carroll, Dickeson, Hallett, Robinson, Kelly
South Melbourne: Young, Docherty, Elms, Smith, McDonald, Harper
Goals
Melbourne: Baird 2
South Melbourne: McKechnie, Harper, Mair
Port Melbourne 2. 3 3. 5 4. 9 6.14
St Kilda 0. 2 0. 4 1. 4 1. 5
(PMCG*)
*Match was originally scheduled for the St K CG, but ground surface wasn’t properly prepared for play.
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Best
Port Melbourne: Harper, Hanneysee, F. McKnight, Daly, Coffey, Mitchell
St Kilda: Burgoyne, Hatch, Smith, Stiffe, Griffiths, Kipling
Goals
Port Melbourne: Sharp 2, Daly, Harper, Mitchell, Hanneysee
St Kilda: J. Curr
Richmond 0. 1 3. 3 3. 3. 9
Carlton 1. 8 2.11  5.20
(RCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Richmond: Smith, Elder, Purcell, Wookey, Syle, Harper, Graham
Carlton: Whelan, Woods, Baker, Drew, Bloomfield, Leydin
Goals
Richmond: Elder, Powell, Stewart
Carlton: McDonnell, Baker, Strickland, Leydin, Glasscock
University 0. 1 0. 1 0. 1 0. 2
Fitzroy 1. 3 4. 5 5.10 7.12
(UR; Att: 1,500)
Best
University: J. Thompson, Brayshay, Lewers, Bell, Grant, Rocke
Fitzroy: Muir, Pierce, Carroll, Worrall, McShane, Beggs
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Nathan, Burke, Rapiport, Burgess, Newlands
Dedication to the cause
Richmond may have lost to the Blues on this occasion, but it wasn’t due to lack of effort. Players such as 
Paddy Purcell epitomized the willingness of Richmond’s players to sacrifice for the cause, as towards the end 
of the game he ‘had to be carried off the ground, having become exhausted through over-exertion’. 
The Argus, 17/5/1886
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Williamstown 0. 2 0. 6 0. 6 0. 8
Geelong 4. 5 4. 5 9. 10.14
(GR; Att: 2-7,500)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Worroll, Russell, James, Smith, Kennedy 
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Foote, Douglass, McLean, Kearney, Galbraith
Goals
Geelong: McLean 3, Galbraith 3, Conlon, P. McShane, Kerley, Hickinbotham
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 0 2. 2 2. 6 2. 6
South Ballarat 0. 9 1.12 2.14 3.16
(SP)
Goals
Ballarat: J. Graham, Angwin
South Ballarat: F. Lyons 2, Clinton
Non-premiership matches
South Williamstown 4.8 v. Chilwell 3.9
May 22
Inter-colonial
Victoria 1. 4 4.10 5.15 8.20
New South Wales 1. 2 1. 2 2. 2 3. 3
(MCG; Att: 12-15,000)
Best
Victoria: Tankard (bog), Whelan, Bloomfield, Todd, Leydin, Wookey
New South Wales: Goer, Hedger, Bruen, Butler, Crisp, Hume, Oswald, Tubb
Goals
Victoria: Houston 2, Whelan, Roy, Strickland, Baker, Purdy, Tankard
New South Wales: Crisp, Bruen, Mair
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Victoria
*Colours: Red, white and blue
Starting 20
J. Baker, S. Bloomfield (c), T. Leydin, W. Strickland, M. Whelan, A. Wilson (Carl.), H. Dunne, E. Powell (v-c), 
M. Rout (Ess.), R. Wood (Foots.), R. Houston, W.A. Johnston, J. Tankard, H. Todd (Hoth.), F. Graves, J. Minchin, 
H. Purdy, R. Roy (SM), D. Elder, F. Wookey (Rich.)
New South Wales
*Colours: Scarlet, yellow and black
Starting 20
W. Allen, R. Bower, Peter R. Bruen, Wm. Butler, Jno. Cochrane, G.A. Crisp, Jas. Duigald, Jno. Duigald, W. Goer (c),
Wm. Glenister, W. Geo. Graham, H. Hedger (v-c), W.C. Hinwood, P. Hume, H. McLoughlin, H. Mair, L. Oswald,
Frank Rounseville, David S. Sullivan, W.N. Tubb
Senior
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 6 1.10 1.12
Fitzroy 2. 4 2. 4 2. 7 3.14
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Edmondson, Broadbent, Couttie, W. Christy, Angwin, J. Graham
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, McShane, Melling, Pierce, Kerrigan
Goals
Ballarat: Bell
Fitzroy: Worrall, Melling, Nathan
Geelong 3. 0 7. 7. 10.17
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 2. 5. 5. 3
(CO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Galbraith, Kerley, McLean, J. McShane, Foote
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, W. Burns, Hosking, W. Robertson, Dawson, Young
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Goals
Geelong: Galbraith 3, P. McShane 2, Conlon 2, T. McShane, Kerley, McLean 
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie 2, Wright 2, Thomas
South Ballarat 1. 1 2. 7 4. 8 4.12
Melbourne 0. 6 0. 7 3. 9 5.11
(EO; Att: 1-3,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Keane, Connaughton, Murphy, Cleary, Doney, Quinn
Melbourne: Carroll, Griffith, Kelly, Johnson, Baird, Morrison
Goals
South Ballarat: J. Scott 2, Clinton, McKay
Melbourne: Baird 2, Carroll 2, Griffith
South Will’town 1. 3 6. 6 6. 7. 9
University 1. 2 1. 2  2. 9
(WCG; Att: 1-3,000)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Clarke, Guthrie, Henderson, Rider 
University: J. Thompson, Shaw, Cussen, Coulson, Kelly, Horne
Goals
South Will’town: W.H. Jones 2, Guthrie, Gill, Woods, Clarke, Currie
University: Shaw 2
St Kilda’s  ‘Mashers’
While the Saints were losing against the home side the local Williamstown supporters constantly referred 
to the St Kilda players as ‘the mashers’. A masher was a Dandy and was described by one correspondent 
as consisting of ‘Bicarbonate of cheek; essence of gall; nitrate of stare; tincture of conceit; exalate of cuffs; 
protoxide of collar; acetate of toothpick shoes; sulphide of smirk; chloride of coattail and cyanide of brain 
(doubtful)’. 
The South Australian Register, 1/6/1885
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Williamstown 3. 2 4. 4 7. 5 11. 7
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 0 1. 0 1. 0
(GR; Att: 1,000)
Best
Williamstown: Wyatt, Jamieson, Rivett, Gibbs, Currie, Worroll
St Kilda: Hatch, Stiffe, Langton, Griffiths, Smith, Fox, Henderson
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren 6, Jamieson, Smith, D. Jones, D. James, Gibbs
St Kilda: Siddeley
Non-premiership matches
Essendon: Tasmanian tour
Monday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Inter-colonial
Williamstown 2. 1 2. 8 3.11 6.15
New South Wales 0. 2 0. 3 0. 6 0. 7
(GR; Att: 5-6,000)
Goals
Williamstown: Griffin 2, James, Jones, Currie, Russell
Senior
Ballarat 0. 2 1. 6 1. 2. 8
Carlton 3. 8 4. 9  6.17
(SP; Att: 2,000)
Best
Ballarat: Edmondson, W. Christy, Dean, Bryant, A. Christy, W. Graham
Carlton: Bloomfield, Baker, Cook, Batters, Berry, Johnston
Goals
Ballarat: J. Graham, Bryant
Carlton: Wilson 2, Berry, McDonnell, Bloomfield, Batters
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Ballarat Imperial 1. 3 3. 6 4. 6 5. 7
South Melbourne 2. 7 4. 8 5.15 7.20
(WOB; Att: 3,000)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: W. Burns, Wright, W. Robertson, Thomas, Shand, Wellington
South Melbourne: Smith, Docherty, Young, Minchin, Roy, Elms
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Gardiner, W. Burns, George, Newham, Wright
South Melbourne: Roy 4, Harper 2, O’Connor
Hotham 2. 4 3. 5 3. 9 3. 9
Geelong 2. 1 2. 5 2.10 3.17
(EMCG; Att: 13-15,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Hems, Houston, Johnston, Alessio, Wallace
Geelong: Kerley, Robertson, Hickinbotham, Galbraith, Foote
Goals
Hotham: Houston, Sykes, W.M. Johnston
Geelong: McLean 2, P. McShane
Richmond 0. 1 0. 2 0. 5 0. 5
Port Melbourne 1. 4 1. 8 2.10 2.16
(RCG; Att: 2,000)
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Fraser
South Ballarat 0. 3 1. 4 1. 6 3. 7
Fitzroy 1. 4 2. 5 4. 9 4.10
(EO; Att: 5-7,000)
Barrackers and some new rituals
During the match between Hotham and Geelong, a journalist noted ‘the multitude waving hats, handkerchiefs, 
and colours being one of novel character this season’.
Geelong Advertiser, 25/5/1886
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Best
South Ballarat: Keane, Doney, Quine, Ward, Cleary, Lawson
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Melling, Pierce, Rapiport, Newlands 
Goals
South Ballarat: Cleary, Clinton, J. Hogg
Fitzroy: Ewing 3, Rapiport
Non-premiership matches
Footscray 6. 8 v. Geelong Wanderers  2.12  Foundry United 1. 2 v. Prahran 4.13
Kyneton 6. 6 v. University 3. 4   Essendon: Tasmanian tour
Wednesday May 26
Sandhurst Assoc’n 1. 2 3. 4 3. 3. 8
New South Wales 0. 0 1. 1 2. 2. 9
(BC CG)
Goals
Sandhurst: Prior 2, T. Nosworthy
New South Wales: Barker, Goer
May 29
Inter-colonial
Geelong 3. 2 6. 6 11.11 14.16
New South Wales 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1 0. 2
(CO; Att: 2-3,000)
The rising cost of spectatorship
After the match between Geelong and New South Wales, a correspondent wrote to the Geelong Advertiser 
complaining that the Geelong FC had profiteered from this game because it doubled the charge for carriages 
entering the Corio Oval. Geelong official J.H. Grey angrily denied the accusation and asserted that no other 
ground permitted carriages, and that this form of transport gave spectators a higher view without having to 
pay to sit in a grandstand. He also advised the complainant to consider prices of entry into other venues. It 
was 6d to enter all grounds, but for grandstand entry Geelong only charged 6d, whereas entry to the MCG 
Grandstand was a 1s 6d and the EMCG was 1s.
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Best
Geelong: Kerley, Eldridge, Boyd, T. McShane, P. McShane, Ross
New South Wales: Jas. Duigald, Roundsvell, Hume, Jno. Duigald, Tubb, Williams
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 4, Galbraith 2, McLean 2, Bailey 2, T. McShane 2, Julien, Eldridge
Senior
Carlton 1. 2 1. 6 3. 9 3.10 
South Melbourne 1. 0 2. 4 2. 4 3. 8
(MCG; Att: 12-15,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan, Strickland, Crapp, Berry, Bloomfield, Cook 
South Melbourne: Young, Roy, Minchin, Elms, H. Smith, Harper, Graves
Goals
Carlton: Berry, Wilson, Baker
South Melbourne: Roy, O’Connor, Harper
Footscray 0. 2 0. 4 1. 1. 5
Port Melbourne 0. 4 1. 9 2. 5.13
(WO)
Best
Footscray: J. Cameron, T. Cameron, Rose, Fitzgerald, A. Pike, Roberts
Port Melbourne: McKinnery, F. McKnight, Decis, J. Pike, Hyne, Sharp
Goals
Footscray: A. Pike
Port Melbourne: Fraser 2, Sullivan, Hyne, Sharp
Melbourne 1. 0 2. 0 2. 0 2. 0
Fitzroy 0. 2 2. 6 3. 6 3. 9
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Carroll, Robinson, Kelly, Hallett, Tuckfield, P. Murphy 
Fitzroy: Ewing, Newlands, McShane, Muir, Kerrigan, Pierce
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Goals
Melbourne: Baird, Carroll
Fitzroy: Ewing 2, Burke
Prahran 1. 4 1. 7 3.11 3.12
St Kilda 0. 3 2. 6 3. 8 4.12
(WHCG; Att: 5-600)
Best
Prahran: J. Lorraine, Morehouse, Madden, Marsden, Lavelle 
St Kilda: A. Smith, Griffiths, Hatch, Fox, Mooney, Burgoyne
Goals
Prahran: Madden, Freemantle, J. Lorraine
St Kilda: Hatch 2, Aspinwall, Stiffe
Richmond 0. 1 0. 4 1.11 4.12
Williamstown 1. 5 3. 8 5.13 5.15
(RCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Richmond: Wookey (bog), Howarth, Powell, Shand, Syle, Kelso 
Williamstown: Russell, Worroll, Warren, Gibbs, Jones, Wyatt
Goals
Richmond: Kelso 2, Stewart, Wookey
Williamstown: Gibbs 3, H. Wauchope, E. Warren
University 1. 0 1. 2 1. 2 1. 3
Hotham 1. 0 1. 8 1.12 1.16
(UR; Att: 1-1,500)
Best
University: Lewers, R.S. Thomson, Hill, Kelly, Bartlett
Hotham: Hems, Peters, Tankard, Houston, Horrocks, Todd
Goals
University: Bartley
Hotham: Peters
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   174 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
175
1886 Statistics
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 2. 3 2. 8 3.10 8.14*
Ballarat Imperial 0. 2 0. 3 0. 6 0. 7
(EO; Att: 3,500)
*Game awarded to Ballarat Imperial because South Ballarat fielded two players without proper clearance.
Best
South Ballarat: Tobitt (bog), Quinn, Connaughton, Moore, J. Hogg, Keane
Ballarat Imperial: Hosking, Robertson, Young, Tresize, W. Burns, Wellington
Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 5, Ward 2, Keane
Non-premiership matches
South Williamstown 2.10 v. Royal Park 1.6
Essendon: Tasmanian tour
Ladder at the end of May*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 5 4 1 0 38 10
Carlton 5 4 1 0 23 11
Fitzroy 6 4 0 2 20 12
Williamstown 5 4 0 1 24 18
Port Melbourne 5 3 1 1 19 9
South Melbourne 4 3 1 0 17 13
Hotham 5 2 2 1 11 12
South Will’town 3 2 1 0 14 7
Essendon 3 2 0 1 11 8
Footscray 4 1 1 2 8 14
Richmond 5 1 0 4 13 18
Melbourne 5 1 0 4 12 20
St Kilda 5 1 0 4 11 29
Prahran 4 0 1 3 7 19
University 5 0 1 4 7 24
*Premiership matches.
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Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
P. McShane (Geel.) 10
E. Warren (Will.) 8
H. McLean (Geel.) 7
R. Roy (SM) 7
June 5
Fitzroy 2. 0 5. 2 5. 6 5. 6
Carlton 2. 1 3. 3 3. 7 4.13
(FCG; Att: 12-14,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Nathan, Beggs, Rapiport, Burgess, Muir
Carlton: Batters, Glasscock, Baker, Bloomfield, Leydin, Cook
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport 2, Strachan, Muir, Worrall
Carlton: Glasscock 2, Leydin, Wilson
Footscray 0. 2 0. 4 0. 6 0. 9
South Ballarat 0. 5 0. 6 0. 8 3.10
(WO)
Best
Footscray: A. Anderson, J. Cameron, T. Cameron, W. Anderson, Roberts
South Ballarat: J. Hogg, Doney, Tobitt, Moore, Dow, Clinton
Goals
South Ballarat: Moore, J. Hogg, Brooks
Geelong 2. 3 5.12 8. 10.20
St Kilda 1. 4 1. 4 1. 1. 6
(CO; Att: 1,200)
Best
Geelong: J. McShane (bog), McLean, A. Boyd, Kerley, Gillett, P. McShane
St Kilda: Griffiths, Hatch, Davies, Henderson, Syers, Ulbrick
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Goals
Geelong: McLean 2, P. McShane 2, Kerley 2, T. McShane 2, Galbraith, Calder 
St Kilda: Curr
Hotham 1. 1 2. 5 4. 4. 8
Port Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3 2. 4. 6
(HRR; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Houston (bog), Alessio, Hems, Christian, Tankard, Johnston
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Hyne, McKnight, Parry, Sharp, Vine
Goals
Hotham: H. Todd 3, Houston
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Daly, Hyne, F. McKnight
Melbourne 1. 1 3. 3 3. 5 3. 6
Essendon 0. 2 1. 9 2.13 3.20 
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: P. Murphy (bog), Carroll, Coulson, Kelly, Johnson, Morgan
Essendon: Rout, Morris, Pearson, Hill, Fleming, Moline
Goals
Melbourne: Carroll, Dickeson, P. Murphy
Essendon: Fleming 2, Paris
South Melbourne 1. 1 2. 4 4. 4 5. 5
Williamstown 0. 2 0.10 2.12 3.15
(SMCG; Att: 7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: H. Smith, Purdy, Young, Minchin, O’ Connor, Hill
Williamstown: W.F. Jones (bog), Fitzpatrick, Currie, Kennedy, Russell
Goals
South Melbourne: Docherty, O’Connor, Mair, Purdy, Roy
Williamstown: Russell 2, E. Warren
South Will’town 0. 6 0. 8 0. 3.12
Prahran 0. 2 1. 6 1.10 1.11
(WCG)
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Best
South Will’town: Currie, Clark, Bruton, W.H. Jones, Henderson, Rider
Prahran: Rusden, Lavelle, Collie, Edwards, Farley, Little
Goals
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Clarke, Skinner
Prahran: Jno. Lavelle
University 0. 5 0. 6 1. 9 1.12
Richmond 0. 1 1. 2 2. 2 2.12
(UR)
Best
University: R.S. Thomson, Power, MacKnight, Brayshay, Champion
Richmond: Taylor, Graham, Syle, Powell, Kelso, Wookey
Goals
University: J. Bell
Richmond: Bartlett, Kelso
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 0 1. 1 1. 2 2. 6
Ballarat Imperial 0. 1 1. 6 2.10 3.11
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Baker, Graham, Knox, Couttie, W. Christy, McGoldrick
Ballarat Imperial: Hosking, Roberts, W. Burns, Dawson, George, Johnston
Above and beyond the call of duty
Prahran needed all men at the wheel in its first season as a senior club, and M. McLeod took his duty very 
seriously. It was reported 
McLeod, one of their best men, is laid up, the reason being is that he has over-trained himself. 
Footballers generally would do well to take warning by this case and not allow their enthusiasm in 
the interests of the game to induce them to pursue a line of action likely to be detrimental to their 
health.
The Sportsman, 2/6/1886
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Goals
Ballarat: Bell, Edmondson
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson 3
June 12
Carlton 1. 8 1.12 1.15 3.18
Geelong 1. 6 2. 7 6. 8 8.10
(MCG; Att: 9-13,000)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Cook, Bloomfield, McInerney, Whelan, Batters
Geelong: Hickinbotham (bog), Kerley, J. McShane, Talbot, McLean
Goals
Carlton: Leydin 2, Berry
Geelong: P. McShane 3, S. Boyd 2, Hickinbotham, McLean, Kerley
Essendon 0. 2 1. 3  1. 3 1. 3 
South Melbourne 0. 5 0.10 1.17 2.20
(EMCG; Att: 7,000)
Best
Essendon: Pearson, Meader, Sebire, Fleming, Nally, Rout, Hill
South Melbourne: Docherty, J. Minchin, H. Smith, Harper, McDonald
Goals
Essendon: Meader
South Melbourne: McKay, Docherty
New umpiring conventions
In the Carlton and Geelong game umpire Joe Shaw ‘set a good example by strictly adhering to the decision 
of the Association as to the use of a whistle instead of the usual vacillitating practice of holding up the hand 
on the ball going out of bounds’.
The Age, 14/6/1886
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Hotham 0. 2 0. 7 0. 8 1.12
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 1. 2 2. 2
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Wallace, Tankard, Peters, W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston
Melbourne: Murphy, Carroll, Mouritz, Seymour, Tuckfield
Goals
Hotham: H. Todd
Melbourne: Lyons, Dodds
Port Melbourne 0. 8 0.12 1.16 1.17
Footscray 0. 0 0. 6 0. 8 1. 9
(PMCG; Att: 800)
Best
Port Melbourne: Wheeler, Harper, Hanneysee, Decis, Coffey, Landers
Footscray: Pike, Huggins, Barrass, Anderson, J. Cameron
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee
Footscray: Buller
Richmond 0. 1 0. 2 1. 4 1. 4
Fitzroy 2. 1 3. 3 3. 4 4.11
(RCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Richmond: Stewart, Wookey, Layton, Graham, Powell, Kelso
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Nathan, Kerrigan, Ewing, Elliott, Cock
Goals
Richmond: Hill
Fitzroy: Nathan 2, Worrall, Muir
South Ballarat 1. 4 4. 8 4.14 6.17
Prahran 0. 0 0. 1 0. 4 2. 4
(EO; Att: 3,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Brooks, J. Hogg, Doney, Butler, Lynch, Tobitt
Prahran: Farley, Rusden, McPherson, J. Lorraine, W. Lorraine, Stewart
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Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 3, Doney, J. Hogg, Connaughton
Prahran: C. Edwards, J. Morehouse
St Kilda 0. 4 1. 9 2.10 4.12
South Will’town 0. 2 1. 3 3. 5 4. 5
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith (bog), Tulley, Fox, Newlands, Simpson
South Will’town: Henderson, McAlister, Bruton, W.H. Jones, Rider
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith 2, Simpson, Stiffe
South Will’town: McAlister 2, Guthrie, Currie
University 2. 1 2. 2 2. 3 2. 4
Williamstown 0. 3 2. 5 2. 7 3. 8
(UR)
Best
University: Horne, Brayshay, R.S. Thomson, J. Thompson, Liddle, Cussen
Williamstown: Fitzpatrick, W.F. Jones, McDonald, Currie, Russell, Gibbs
Goals
University: Hill, Bobardt
Williamstown: Gibbs, Griffin, Worroll
June 19
Essendon 1. 2 2. 6 3. 7 4.10
Geelong 1. 4 2. 6 3. 9 8.12 
(EMCG; Att: 9-12,000)
Best
Essendon: Pearson (bog), Morris, Hill, M. Rout, Meader, Powell 
Geelong: Talbot, McLean, Hickinbotham, Kerley, Robertson, J. McShane
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 2, M. Rout, Pearson
Geelong: P. McShane 3, S. Boyd, Galbraith, Eldridge, Hickinbotham, Kearney
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Hotham 1. 3 3. 6 3. 9 3.19
Richmond 0. 2 2. 3 3. 5 3. 6
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Tankard (bog), Robertson, W.M. Johnston, W.A. Johnston, Sykes
Richmond: Wookey, Smith, Syle, Taylor, Graham
Goals
Hotham: Hems, Robertson, Peters
Richmond: Hill 2, R. Owen
Melbourne 1. 2 1. 4 2. 8 4.14
Prahran 0. 0 1. 3 1. 4 2. 6
(MCG; Att: 5-700)
*Prahran’s second goal was kicked out of a scrimmage in semi-darkness.
Best
Melbourne: Millard, Griffith, Baird, J. Johnson, Tuckfield, Spooner
Prahran: Baillee, Dunn, Collie, Morehouse, Rush, McPherson
Goals
Melbourne: Baird 2, Carroll, P. Murphy
Prahran: Rush, Unknown*
South Melbourne 1. 2 4. 4 4. 4 5. 6
Fitzroy 1. 0 1. 2 2. 6 2.10
(SMCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Harper, Hy Smith, Docherty, Elms, Hill, J. Minchin
Fitzroy: Lindsay, Worrall, Rapiport, Carroll, Melling, Nathan
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 2, McKay, Docherty, O’Connor
Fitzroy: Carew, Carroll
Flags on posts
In 1886 the goal-posts were painted in the home club’s colours, and the club emblem or its colours would 
be proudly displayed on small flags set on the top of these posts.
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St Kilda 1. 2 2. 4  3. 7
Footscray 1. 1 2. 8  3. 9
(St K CG; Att: 600)
Best
St Kilda: Keogh, Smith, Burgoyne, Stiffe, Griffiths, Fattorini
Footscray: T. Cameron, J. Cameron, Gibson, Anderson, Buller
Goals
St Kilda: Stiffe, A. Smith, Unknown
Footscray: Buller, T. Cameron, Unknown
University 1. 2 1. 4 1. 6 1. 6
Port Melbourne 0. 3 0. 4 1. 6 2.12
(UR; Att: 1,000)
Best
University: R.S. Thomson, J. Thompson, Clark, Hill, Strahan, Brayshay
Port Melbourne: Wilson, McKnight, Decis, Daly, Pike
Goals
University: Paul
Port Melbourne: F. McKnight, Hyne
Williamstown 1. 4 1. 5 1.10 1.10
Carlton 0. 2 0. 6 1. 6 3. 9
(GR; Att: 2-2,500)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Laming, Warren
Carlton: Bloomfield, Whelan, Batters
Goals
Williamstown: H. Wauchope
Carlton: Wilson, Whelan, Berry
Non-premiership matches
South Williamstown 4.18 v. Yarraville  0. 5
Wed. 23/6: Sandhurst 3. 3 v. University 2. 8
Fri. 25/6: Daylesford 0. 7 v. University 4.11
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June 26
Inter-colonial
Essendon 0. 4 0. 7 1. 9 2.10
South Adelaide 0. 1 0. 2 0. 5 1. 6
(MCG; Att: 8-9,000)
Best
Essendon: Sebire, Pearson, M. Rout, Powell, Nally, Caldwell
South Adelaide: J. Woods, Mehrtens, Merrigan, McIntyre, Middleton
Goals
Essendon: Hill, Pearson
South Adelaide: J. Woods
Senior
Ballarat Imperial 1. 6 1.10 2.16 2.18
Port Melbourne 1. 1 3. 2 3. 4 4.10
(SP; Att: 1,500)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie (bog), Taylor, Hosking, George, Gough, Roberts
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Vine, Hyne, F. McKnight, Parry, Decis
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Taylor, Wright
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Sharp, F. McKnight, Munro
Geelong 0. 2 1. 5 1. 5 3. 6
South Melbourne 2. 1 3. 8 3.12 3.13
(CO; Att: 11,000)
The crowd at the big match
A record crowd turned up for the Geelong and South Melbourne match at Corio Oval, and the barrackers 
played their part in the spectacle, as ‘The colours of the two clubs were flaunted from bannerettes, shawls, 
hats, etc., in every direction, for the supporters of the teams mustered in grand force’.
Geelong Advertiser, 28/6/1886
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Best
Geelong: J. McShane, Foote, Hickinbotham, Robertson, Kerley, Douglass
South Melbourne: M. Minchin (bog), Graves, Docherty, Elms, Smith, Harper
Goals
Geelong: S. Boyd, Kearney, P. McShane
South Melbourne: Bushell 2, Roy
South Ballarat 1. 5 2. 9 4.13 8.14
Richmond 1. 1 1. 2 1. 3 1. 6
(EO; Att: 5,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Keane, Doney, Cleary, Brooks, Tobitt, J. Hogg
Richmond: Syle, Stewart, Wookey, Smith, Powell, Purcell
Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 4, Montgomery, Doney, Scott, J. Hogg
Richmond: Stewart
South Will’town 1. 1 3. 3 3. 9 4.11
Fitzroy 1. 2 3. 2 3. 5 4. 7
(WCG; Att: 800)
Best
South Will’town: Skinner, W.H. Jones, McAlister, Currie, Clarke
Fitzroy: Maher, Worrall, Muir, Newlands, Munro
Goals
South Will’town: McAlister 2, Skinner, W.H. Jones
Fitzroy: Newlands, Maher, Worrall, Hall
Williamstown 1. 3 1. 4 2. 4 2. 6
Melbourne 0. 5 2. 9 3.10 3.11
(GR; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Williamstown: Jones, Currie, James, Wyatt, Currie, Munro, Kennedy
Melbourne: Murphy, O’Beirne, Griffiths, Johnson, Dodds, Spooner
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs, Russell
Melbourne: Dodds 2, Baird
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Non-premiership matches
Footscray (club 20) v. Royal Park — No result
Sandhurst 1.2 v. Carlton 7.17
Tuesday June 29
Hotham 1. 9 1.10 2. 3.18
South Adelaide 0. 0 1. 5 2. 2. 8
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: T. Houston, Todd, Tankard, Crosbie, Williams
South Adelaide: Coombe, McIntyre, Devine, Merrigan, J. Woods, Coonan
Goals
Hotham: H. Todd, Bailey, R. Houston
South Adelaide: Devine, Hosken
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a
Geelong 9 7 2 0 67 21
South Melbourne 8 6 2 0 32 22
Fitzroy 10 6 1 3 35 26
Port Melbourne 9 5 3 1 30 17
Carlton 8 5 1 2 33 25
Williamstown 9 5 0 4 33 31
South Will’town 6 3 3 0 25 16
Melbourne 9 4 1 4 24 28
Hotham 8 2 4 2 19 21
Essendon 6 2 1 3 19 21
Footscray 7 1 3 3 12 21
Richmond 9 2 1 6 20 34
St Kilda 8 1 2 5 19 46
Prahran 7 0 1 6 12 32
University 8 0 1 7 11 31
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Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
P. McShane (Geel.) 19
R. Roy (SM) 11
H. McLean (Geel.) 10
J. Kerley (Geel.) 9
E. Warren (Will.) 9
Thursday July 1
Williamstown 2. 2 4. 5 4. 5 4. 6
South Adelaide 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1 1. 7
(GR; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
South Adelaide: J. Woods (bog)
Goals
Williamstown: Russell 2, Warren, Fitzpatrick
South Adelaide: McIntyre
July 3
Inter-colonial
Geelong 0. 1 2. 3 5. 6 8. 8
South Adelaide 1. 3 1. 4 1. 5 2. 5
(CO; Att: 2,500)
Best
Geelong: Julien, Mullen, Foote, Scrivenger, Groves, J. McShane
South Adelaide: Merrigan, Doolan, Mehrtens, Walsh, McIntyre, J. Woods
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 3, Galbraith, Julien, A. Boyd, P. McShane, McLean
South Adelaide: Heslop, Hosken
Senior
Essendon 0. 0 2. 4 3. 5 5. 8
Fitzroy 2. 1 2. 4 2. 6 3. 9
(EMCG; Att: 6-8,000)
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Best
Essendon: Pearson, Stubbs, Powell, A. Sebire, Moline 
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Muir, Carroll, Hall, Nathan, Beggs
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell, Moline, Pearson, Hill, Meader
Fitzroy: Worrall, Newlands, Carroll
Hotham 1. 0 5. 3 5. 5 6. 7
Williamstown 1. 2 1. 3 2. 4 2. 5
(HRR; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Peters, Sykes, Crosbie, T. Houston, Tankard, Williams
Williamstown: Worroll, J. McDonald, Wyatt, Griffin, Fitzpatrick, Russell
Goals
Hotham: Williams, Crosbie, Perkins, Robertson, W.M. Johnston, Peters
Williamstown: R. James, E. Warren
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 1. 4 1. 6
Port Melbourne 1. 0 1. 4 2. 5 4. 5
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Griffith, Murphy, Kelly, Bailey, J. Elliott, Morgan
Port Melbourne: F. McKnight, Poat, Hanneysee, Pike, Decis, Munro
Goals
Melbourne: J. Elliott
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 2, Munro, Fraser
Richmond 1. 0 1. 2 2. 4 2. 7
South Melbourne 2. 4 5. 6 5.10 6.13
(RCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Richmond: Wookey, Jackman, Syle, G. Smith, Harper, Hill
South Melbourne: Young, Bushell, H. Smith, Hy Smith, Roy, McKay
Goals
Richmond: Hill, Stephens
South Melbourne: Bushell 3, McKay 2, Harper
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   188 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
189
1886 Statistics
South Will’town 1. 1 1. 3 1. 5 1. 9
Footscray 0. 2 0. 4 0. 6 0. 8
(WCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Will’town: Jones, McAlister, Skinner, James, Rider, Clark, Murray
Footscray: J. Cameron, McKinley, Tiernan, Anderson, Buller, Huggins 
Goal
South Will’town: Salt
St Kilda 0. 0 1. 5 1. 7 2. 9
Carlton 4.10 6.14 8.18 9.19
(St K CG; Att: 1,000)
Best
St Kilda: G. Smith, Watson, A. Smith, Griffiths, Stiffe, Ulbrick
Carlton: J. Baker, Bloomfield, Leydin, Whelan, Batters, Crapp
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith, Ulbrick
Carlton: Bloomfield 3, Letcher 2, Leydin 2, Wilson, Berry
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 0. 3 2. 7 3. 5.21
Ballarat 0. 4 1. 4 1. 1. 8
(EO; Att: 3,000)
Trouble at Richmond
Richmond was not a happy club after three of its players got into trouble against South Ballarat on June 
26. It was rumoured that they played while drunk. The club administration was in a quandary. Its first 
impulse was to ban the players, but the rest of the team threatened to strike if this occurred. Eventually, the 
committee decided to move against the offenders. This upset many players so by the time Richmond met 
South Melbourne on July 3 it could only call on nine regular first teamers; the rest of the side was made up 
of seconds’ players. In 1887 Tom Graham, Harry Layton and Jack Taylor joined Port Melbourne. Tom Graham 
later returned and captained Richmond in 1891. 
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Goals
South Ballarat: Montgomery 2, Vaughan, Clinton, Doney
Ballarat: Bell
Non-premiership matches
Prahran 5.17 v. St Kilda Royal 2. 5
University 1. 3 v. Royal Park  0. 4
Melbourne: Tasmanian tour
Geelong: Adelaide tour
Friday July 9
South Ballarat 4. 2 4. 3 5. 5 6.11
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 2 1. 2 1. 3
(EO; Att: 3,000)
Best
Ballarat: Dean, W. Christy, W. Graham, J. Brown, McGoldrick, Benson
Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 3, Clinton, Brooks, Doney
Ballarat: D. Christy
July 10
Ballarat 1. 1. 5 2. 2.11
Prahran 2. 2. 8 2. 2. 9
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: W. Graham, W. Christy, Edmondson, Baker, Dean, McGoldrick
Prahran:  Lockett, Rusden, Morehouse, Baillee, Bradshaw
Goals
Ballarat: Angwin, Edmondson
Prahran: Montin, Bradshaw
Carlton 3. 5 7. 9 9.11 11.20
Hotham 0. 3 2. 3 4. 4 4. 5
(MCG; Att: 8,000)
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Best
Carlton: Baker (bog), Whelan, Cook, Batters, Berry, Leydin
Hotham: Houston, Hems, Wallace, W.A. Johnston, Sykes
Goals
Carlton: Berry 3, Wilson 2, Baker 2, Leydin 2, Letcher, Gellatley
Hotham: W.M. Johnston 2, Williams 2
Essendon 2. 5 3. 5 5. 9 7.13 
University 0. 0 2. 2 2. 3 2. 3
(EMCG; Att: 2-300)
Best
Essendon: Meader (bog), A. Sebire, Coleman, Clydesdale, Fleming
University: Kerrigan, R.S. Thomson, J. Thompson, Horne, Syme
Goals
Essendon: Meader 3, Caldwell 2, Moline, Morris
University: Corr, Kerrigan
Fitzroy 1. 2 2. 8 3.13 4.15 
Footscray 0. 2 0. 2 0. 3 1. 3
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Muir, Melling, Worrall, Nathan, Ewing, Hall
Footscray: McKinley, Pike, Randall, Tiernan, Warren, Burrell
Goals
Fitzroy: Newlands 3, Worrall
Footscray: Randall
Port Melbourne 3. 3 4. 5 6. 6 6. 8
Williamstown 0. 2 0. 3 2. 5 3. 7
(PMCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Wyatt, Sinclair, Russell, Laming, Worroll, Jones
Goals
Port Melbourne: Sullivan 2, Hyne, Fraser, Munro, Brooks
Williamstown: E. Warren 2, Weatherhead
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Richmond 1. 3 2. 6 3. 9 3.11
South Will’town 0. 3 0. 7 0. 7 1.12
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Hill, Wookey, Syle, Harrison, Salmon
South Will’town: Birnie, W.H. Jones, Salt, Skinner, Clarke
Goals
Richmond: Salmon 2, Kelso
South Will’town: Munro
South Melbourne 0. 4 2.10 5.12 8.16
St Kilda 0. 0 1. 0 2. 0 2. 0
(SMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Docherty, Bushell, Spence, O’Connor, H. Smith
St Kilda: Ulbrick, A. Smith, Newlands, Keogh, Jackson, Aspinwall
Goals
South Melbourne: Harper 3, Roy 2, Young, O’Connor, Burns
St Kilda: Keogh, A. Smith
Listen to the Band
On July 10 the start of the Port Melbourne v. Williamstown match was delayed for the following reason: 
The starting bell sounded a few minutes after three, most of the Port Melbourne men being then 
in the field; but the Williamstown made no sign, and it then became known the ‘Gem’ steamer, by 
which most of the team were coming over, had broken down. The Port Melbourne band supplied 
music which helped to relieve the tedium of waiting. Seeing that ladies bestow their patronage 
liberally on football matches it would be well if bands were more common at them than they are. 
At half-past three the missing men arrived, but there was then another slight delay, owing to the 
band declining to stop to allow the bell to be rung.
The Herald, 10/7/1886
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Other matches
Melbourne: Tasmanian tour
Geelong: Adelaide tour
July 17
Carlton 1. 3 3. 8 3.12 5.19
Essendon 0. 3 1. 4 3. 6 3. 7
(MCG; Att: 8-12,000)
Best  
Carlton: Baker, Leydin, Bloomfield, Whelan, Berry, Strickland 
Essendon: Meader (bog), D. Sebire, Pearson, Rout, Coleman
Goals
Carlton: Leydin 2, Letcher, Sharp, Baker 
Essendon: A. Sebire 2, Coleman
Hotham 1. 2 2. 2 4. 4 6. 5
Fitzroy 1. 3 1. 6 2. 7 2.11
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard (bog), Wallace, Hems, R. Houston, H. Todd
Fitzroy: Worrall, Ewing, Muir, Maher, Kerrigan
Goals
Hotham:   W.M. Johnston 2, Sykes, Christian, Tankard, Williams
Fitzroy: Worrall, Maher
Port Melbourne 2. 1 3. 3 3. 6 4.11
South Ballarat 0. 1 2. 6 2. 8 2. 9
(PMCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Harper, Hanneysee, Darcy, Brooks, McKnight, Vine
South Ballarat: Brooks (bog), J. Hogg, Thomas, Butler, Connaughton, Lawson
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, F. McKnight, Mitchell, Sullivan
South Ballarat: Clinton, Connaughton
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St Kilda 3. 0 3. 2 3. 4. 8
Richmond 0. 0 2. 3 2. 2.16
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Aspinwall, Keogh, Bobardt, Hatch
Richmond: Stephens, Smith, Hill, Wookey
Goals
St Kilda: Alcock, Munro, Keogh, Bobardt
Richmond: Syle, F. Owen
University 1. 4 1. 4 2. 8 2. 8
South Melbourne 3. 9 4. 9 5.11 6.15
(UR)
Best
University: Champion, Lewers, Corr, McKnight, R.S. Thomson, Syme 
South Melbourne: J. Minchin, Burns, M. Minchin, Graves, McDonald 
Goals
University:   Corr, MacKnight
South Melbourne:  Burns 3, M. Minchin, J. Minchin, Smith
Williamstown 1. 3 2.14 3.14 4.17
Footscray 1. 1 1. 1 3. 1 3. 2
(GR; Att: 1-1,500)
Best
Williamstown: Wyatt, Jones, Worroll, Warren, Pearce, Parkes, Rivett
Footscray: Roberts, Tiernan, Charles, Stone, Randall, Anderson
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren 2, Currie, Hernan
Footscray: Randall, Roberts, T. Cameron
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 4 3. 8 3. 4.10
Ballarat Imperial 1. 4 1. 6 3. 4.14
(SP; Att: 2-3,000)
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Best
Ballarat: J. Brown, Couttie, Mann, McGoldrick, Baker, W. Graham
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie (bog), Hosking, Tresize, Newham, Shand, Gardiner
Goals
Ballarat: Mann 3, Bell
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson, Wright, Abrahams, Taylor
Non-premiership matches
Prahran 11.12 v. Southern Cross  0.2
South Williamstown 3.9 v. North Park 2.4
22/7: Port Melbourne 2.7 v. Wanderers 4.14
Melbourne: Tasmanian tour
Geelong: Adelaide tour
July 24
Carlton 2. 4. 6 7. 9.14
University 0. 0. 1 0. 1. 1
(PO)
Best 
Carlton: Baker (bog), Wilson, Cook, Letcher, Leydin, Bloomfield
University: Freeman, Coulson, R.S. Thomson, Corr, Brayshay
Goals
Carlton: Wilson 2, Baker 2, Letcher 2, Bloomfield, Berry, Sharp
University: Lewers
Essendon 0. 2 1. 4 2. 5 2. 8
Port Melbourne 0. 1 1. 4 1. 6 1. 8
(EMCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Essendon: Meader (bog), Rout, Hill, Morris, Stubbs, Hope, Fleming
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Daly, F. McKnight, Hyne, Decis, Mitchell
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell, Clydesdale
Port Melbourne: Hyne
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Fitzroy 0. 5 0. 6 2.10 3.14
Williamstown 0. 1 2. 2 2. 4 3. 7
(FCG; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Carroll, Cock, Worrall, Melling, Muir, Strachan
Williamstown: W.F. Jones (bog), McDonald, A. Hall, Rivett, Laming, Warren
Goals
Fitzroy: Maher, Newlands, Rapiport
Williamstown: E. Warren 2, Russell
Geelong 0. 2 3. 2 3. 5 4. 9
Footscray 0. 0 0. 3 1. 4 1. 4
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: A. Boyd, Steedman, S. Boyd, Robertson, Foote, Brownlow
Footscray: J. McKinley, Anderson, J. Cameron, T. Cameron, Huggins, Tiernan
Goals
Geelong: McLean 2, P. McShane, Groves
Footscray: Backwell
Prahran 0. 5 2. 6 3. 7 3.10
South Will’town 1. 2 2. 3 2. 8 3.11
(WHCG)
Best
Prahran: Lockett, Morehouse, Collie, Madden, Rush
South Will’town: Munro, Currie, McAlister, Jones, Henderson, Clarke
Goals
Prahran: Madden 2, Baillee
South Will’town: Salt, Gill, McAlister
Richmond 1. 1 3. 4 4. 7 5. 9
Melbourne 2. 1 2. 4 3. 8 4.11
(RCG)
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Best
Richmond: Carroll, Over, Stewart, Burwood, Wookey, Smith
Melbourne: Murphy, Seymour, Kelly, Lynar, Baird, Burns, O’Bern
Goals
Richmond: Over 2, Powell, Smith, Mullally
Melbourne: Millard, Buscombe, E. Lynar, Burns
South Melbourne 2. 2 5. 5 6. 6 7. 9
Hotham 1. 3 1. 3 3. 4 3. 5
(SMCG; Att: 8-9,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, H. Smith, Hy. Smith, Elms, Bodycombe, Docherty
Hotham: Sykes, Houston, Tankard, Peters, W.M. Johnston, Wallace
Goals
South Melbourne: McKay, Bushell, Purdy, Docherty, Dickeson, Roy, Burns
Hotham: Houston, Peters, W.M. Johnston
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 2. 4 3. 9  8.13
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 1. 0  4. 7
(SP; Att: 4,500)
Best
South Ballarat: Keane, Ward, Tobitt, Clinton, Quine
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Hosking, Stewart, Young, Roberts, Gough
Goals
South Ballarat: Montgomery 2, Brooks 2, Connaughton, Moore, Doney, Cleary
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie 2, Taylor, Gardiner
Non-premiership matches
St Kilda 2.13 v. Normanby (23) 2.6
July 31
Carlton 3. 7. 6 10. 11.18
Prahran 1. 2. 1  3.  4. 7
(PO; Att: 5,000)
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Best
Carlton: Bloomfield (bog), Baker, Strickland, Cook, Whelan, Berry
Prahran: Rush, McLeod, Rusden, Lorraine, Morehouse, Madden
Goals
Carlton: Whelan 3, Gellatley 2, Bloomfield 2, Leydin, Baker, Berry, Letcher
Prahran: Madden 4
Fitzroy 1. 4 3. 8 4.11 4.15
University 0. 1 0. 4 0. 6 0.10
(FCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Pierce, Carroll, Carew, Melling, Muir, Elliott
University: Brayshay, Power, Syme, R.S. Thomson, Gleeson, Lewers
Goals
Fitzroy: Carew 2, Worrall, Rapiport
Footscray 1. 3 1. 4 1. 1. 7
Richmond 0. 5 0. 7 0. 0.14
(WO; Att: 900-1,000)
Best
Footscray: Gibson, Tiernan, Cameron, Stone, Anderson
Richmond: Carroll, Stephens, Wookey, Hill, Smith
Goal
Footscray: Tiernan
Geelong 3. 6 5.13 9.16 13.18
Ballarat 1. 1 1. 3  2. 5
(CO; Att: 700)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Steedman, Furnell, Mullen, McLean, Bailey
Ballarat: Christy, A. Bodycombe, Brown, McGoldrick, Baker, Mann
Goals
Geelong: G. Pike 4, McLean 3, P. McShane 2, A. Boyd, Calder, Steedman, Kerley
Ballarat: Baker, McGoldrick
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Hotham 1. 1 1. 8 2. 8 3.13
Essendon 1. 2 2. 3 2. 3 2. 9 
(HRR; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Sykes, Todd, Houston, W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston
Essendon: M. Rout, D. Sebire, Moline, Caldwell, Meader, Aitken 
Goals
Hotham: Houston 3
Essendon: Caldwell, M. Rout
South Melbourne 1. 5 4.10 4.12 6.14
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 1 1. 2 1. 2
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Dickeson, O’Connor, Purdy, H. Smith, Docherty
Melbourne: Kelly, Murphy, Tuckfield, Robinson, Spooner, O’Bern
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 2, Burns 2, Dickeson, O’Connor
Melbourne: E. Lynar
Williamstown 0. 5 1. 6 1. 8 1.10
Port Melbourne 0. 2 2. 2 4. 2 5. 2
(GR; Att: 3,000)
In Memoriam
During the nineteenth century a number of players died during their playing careers. Tuberculosis struck 
South Yarra’s George O’Mullane (1868), Melbourne and Carlton’s J. Horan (1868), Carlton’s George Coulthard 
(1884), Geelong’s Harry Steedman (1891), and Williamstown’s Harry Ryde (1890). Geelong’s John McShane 
died of rheumatic fever in 1887. Typhoid killed North Melbourne and Carlton player Thomas McCracken 
(1889), St. Kilda’s Louis Blanc (1894) and Ballarat’s Andrew Christy. St Kilda’s Alfred Crome died of heart 
disease (1887) and Collingwood’s William Eslick from a heart condition (1895). Essendon’s John “Jumbo” 
Carter committed suicide (1884) and Ballarat Imperial captain John Mills died after being injured in a match 
in 1886. Another Ballarat player Albert Bushby died after being thrown from his carriage in Queen Street, 
Melbourne, and Fitzroy’s Stan Reid was killed in the Boer War.
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Best
Williamstown: James, McDonald, Worroll, Jones, Laming, Currie
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Sharp, Kinneburgh, Decis, F. McKnight
Goals
Williamstown: Parkes
Port Melbourne: Harper, Hyne, Hanneysee, Munro, F. McKnight
Non-premiership matches
St Kilda 3.6 v. North Park (23) 3.10
Ladder at the end of July
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 13 11 2 0 65 32
Carlton 13 10 1 2 78 39
Port Melbourne 14 9 3 2 50 26
Geelong 11 9 2 0 84 24
Fitzroy 15 8 2 5 51 41
Hotham 13 5 4 4 41 45
Williamstown 14 6 1 7 46 54
South Will’town 9 4 4 1 30 22
Essendon 11 5 1 5 38 35
Melbourne 12 4 1 7 30 43
Richmond 14 4 1 9 32 50
Footscray 12 2 3 7 18 34
St Kilda 11 2 2 7 27 65
Prahran 10 0 3 7 21 48
University 12 0 1 11 16 57
The wagon of success
After Geelong’s successful tour of Adelaide in July, 1886 it was reported, ‘Some temperance people ascribe 
the general success that has attended the efforts of the Geelong team this year to the fact that of their first 
twenty, fourteen members are total abstainers’ The South Australian Register, 24/7/1886.
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Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
P. McShane (Geel.) 22
R. Roy (SM) 16 
E. Warren (Will.)  16
H. McLean (Geel.) 15
A. Wilson (Carl.)  13
August 7
Essendon 2. 3  2. 5 3. 9 3.12
Carlton 0. 2 3. 9 3. 9 6.14
(EMCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Stubbs, Hill, White, Sebire, T. Rout, M. Rout 
Carlton: Bloomfield (bog), Berry, Bragge, Whelan, Newton, Cook
Goals
Essendon: T. Rout, Caldwell, Knopp
Carlton: Wilson 2, Woods, Berry, Leydin, Gellatley
Fitzroy 0. 3 0. 8 0.10 1.12
Melbourne 1. 4 2. 5 5. 7 6.11
(FCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Melling, Burgess, Muir, Nathan, Worrall
Melbourne: O’Bern, McCrindle, Spooner, Dodds, Kelly, Edwards
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall
Melbourne: Dodds 4, Aitken, Lynar
Geelong 1. 8 2.10 3.15 6.16
Hotham 0. 0 2. 5 2. 8 3. 9
(CO; Att: 3,500-4,000*)
*650 supporters from Melbourne.
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Best
Geelong: McLean (bog), Steedman, Robertson, Pike, Kerley, Hickinbotham
Hotham: Sykes, Houston, Tankard, Lang, Ross, H. Todd
Goals
Geelong: Steedman 2, McLean 2, G. Pike, Kerley
Hotham: Sykes, Lang, Houston
Port Melbourne 0. 0 2. 3 3. 5 7. 7
Ballarat Imperial 1. 1 2. 2 2. 3 4. 6
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Harper, Sharp, Sullivan, Munro
Ballarat Imperial: Hosking, Gough, Shand, G. McKenzie, Dawson
Goals
Port Melbourne: Sullivan 2, Mitchell 2, Landers, Munro, Hanneysee
Ballarat Imperial: Rogers 2, Dawson, Thomas
South Ballarat  1. 2 3. 4. 7*
Footscray  3. 1 3. 3. 3
(EO; Att: 3,500)
*Game awarded to Footscray because South Ballarat fielded an ineligible player. 
Best
South Ballarat: J. Hogg (bog), Ward, Doney, Vaughan, Cleary, Scott
Footscray: Cameron (bog), Carlton, McKinley, O’Donnell
Goals
South Ballarat: Doney 2, Tobitt, J. Hogg 
Footscray: Tiernan 2, Barrass
South Melbourne 1. 9 2.13 4.16 5.23
Richmond 0. 2 1. 4 1. 6 1. 8
(SMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, H. Smith, Burns, Roy, McKay, Docherty
Richmond: Stephens, Jackman, Wookey, Hill, Stewart, Carroll
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Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 2, O’Connor, Burns, McKay
Richmond: Hill
St Kilda 1. 2 1. 7 1.11 5.11
Prahran 1. 4 2. 4 3. 4 3. 5
(St K CG; Att: 2,000)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith (bog), Fox, Ulbrick, Keogh, Jackson, Griffiths
Prahran: Lavelle, Morehouse, Bradshaw, Lockett, Baillee, Collins
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith 2, Bobardt, Ulbrick, Munro
Prahran: Bradshaw, Jno. Lavelle, Rush
Williamstown 0. 4 1. 5 2. 7 6.11
University 1. 4 1. 5 1. 7 1. 8
(GR; Att: 1,500)
Best
Williamstown: Fitzpatrick, W.F. Jones, Russell, Slater, James, Gibbs
University: Rocke, Hill, Davis, Cussen, Lewers
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs 2, Fitzpatrick, W.F. Jones, Wyatt, E. Warren
University: Rocke
August 14
Carlton 0. 2 1. 6 3. 9 4.15
Williamstown 2. 2 2. 2 2. 3 2. 3
(PO; Att: 3,500-5,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Fitzpatrick, Gibbs, James
Goals
Carlton: Whelan 2, Gellatley, Baker
Williamstown: Parkes, W.F. Jones
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Essendon 0. 1 1. 9 2.11 2.12 
Melbourne 2. 3 2. 3 3. 5 3. 8
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: T. Rout, Hill, Morris, M. Rout, Stubbs, Fleming, Moline 
Melbourne: Robinson (bog), Griffith, Murphy, Bailey, McCrindle
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell, Moline
Melbourne: J. Murphy, Baird, E. Lynar
Fitzroy 1. 3 1. 3 1. 4 3. 6
Port Melbourne 1. 3 1. 3 1. 3 1. 3
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Kerrigan, Maher, Worrall, Carew, Pierce, Melling
Goals
Fitzroy: Carew, Worrall, Rapiport
Port Melbourne: Hyne
Hotham 1. 3 1. 4 2.12 2.14
University 0. 0 0. 6 0. 6 1. 7
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Houston, Hems, Lang, Johnston, Peters
University: Rocke, Bell, Brayshay, Power, Syme, R.S. Thomson, Hill
Goals
Hotham: Williams, Houston
University: Coulson
Prahran 5. 5 5. 5 5 5.24
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 4 1 1. 7
(WHCG)
Best
Prahran: Collie, Rusden, Lockett, J. Morehouse, A. Morehouse
Ballarat: Cooper, D. Christy, W. Christy, Carnell, McGoldrick, Brown
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Goals
Prahran: Collie 2, Madden, J. Lorraine, Rusden
Ballarat: Cooper
Richmond 0. 8 1. 9 1.14 1.16
Geelong 1. 3 3.12 3.14 7.18
(RCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Richmond: Harper, Salmon, Carroll, Powell, Hill, Stephens
Geelong: Kerley, Furnell, McLean, Hickinbotham, Mullen, P. McShane
Goals
Richmond: Carroll
Geelong: P. McShane 3, G. Pike, Bailey, A. Boyd, Steedman
South Melbourne 3. 4 4. 6 6.12 6.18
Footscray 0. 0 0. 2 1. 2 1. 2
(SMCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Dickeson, Bushell, Elms, Harper, Young, Wood, Roy
Footscray: Pike, Tiernan, McDonnell, Warren
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell 3, Roy 2, Harper
Footscray: Charles
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 0 2. 4 2. 8 3.11
Ballarat Imperial 2. 4 3. 8 3. 8 3. 8
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat: Quinn, Hogg, Tobitt, Cleary, Doney, Ward
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Stewart, Roberts, Hosking, Thomas
Goals
South Ballarat: Doney, Tobitt, Scott
Ballarat Imperial: Abrahams, G. McKenzie, Dawson
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Non-premiership matches
South Williamstown 4.7 v. Clifton  0.3*
*Game washed out during the  3rdquarter.
St Kilda 2.7 v. St Kilda Royal  4.7
August 21
Fitzroy 2. 4 4. 7 8. 9.13
St Kilda 0. 1 0. 3 1. 4 1. 4
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Maher (bog), Carroll, Melling, Lindsay, McShane
Goals
Fitzroy: Maher 3, Carroll 2, Newlands, Nathan, Worrall, Rapiport
St Kilda: A. Smith
Geelong 2. 1 4. 8 6.11 8.18
Williamstown 1. 3 1. 3 2. 3 2. 3
(CO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Mullen, Kerley, Galbraith, Groves, Talbot
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Worroll, Currie, Kennedy, Warren
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 3, Kerley 2, J. McShane, Galbraith, McLean
Williamstown: Russell, E. Warren
Melbourne 2. 3 3. 3 5. 5 6. 6 
University 0. 0 0. 1 0. 4 0. 6
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Robinson, Baird, Murphy, Edwards, Lynar, Plant
University: Rocke, R.S. Thomson, Brayshay, Coulson, Liddle
Goals
Melbourne: Baird 4, Dodds, E. Lynar
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Port Melbourne 0. 4 1. 4 1. 6 2. 9
Hotham 1. 2 1. 3 1. 3 2. 4
(PMCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Harper, Wilson, Mitchell
Hotham: H. Todd (bog), W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston, Lang, O’Brien
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 2
Hotham: A. Todd, W.M. Johnston
Prahran 0. 4 1. 6 5. 9 5.11
Footscray 1. 1 2. 5 3. 6 4. 7
(WHCG)
Best
Prahran: Lockett, Morehouse, Lorraine, Hallows, Gardiner
Footscray: Tiernan, Carlton, Anderson, Pike, Cameron, North
Goals
Prahran: Madden 2, J. Lorraine, Stewart, Bradshaw
Footscray: Wort, Tiernan, Carlton, Pike
Richmond 0. 4 1. 6 1. 9 1.10
Essendon 0. 1 2. 6 3. 6 5. 9 
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Carroll, Stephens, Smith, Harper, Hill, Stewart
Essendon: Caldwell, Morris, Fleming, White, T. Rout, Lidstone
Goals
Richmond: Stephens
Essendon: P. Smith 2, Caldwell 2, Morris
South Melbourne 0. 5 2. 6 4. 9 5. 9
Carlton 0. 3 0. 5 2. 7 3.12
(SMCG; Att: 16,000+)
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Best
South Melbourne: M. Minchin, Graves, Hy. Smith, Docherty, J. Minchin
Carlton: Baker (bog), Crapp, Bragge, Sharp, Berry, Batters
Goals
South Melbourne: Graves, Roy, McKay, J. Minchin, Bushell
Carlton: Berry 2, Wilson
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 2 1. 9 1. 9 2.14
Ballarat 0. 4 0. 4 0. 6 0. 6
(EO; Att: 3,000)
Goals
South Ballarat: Connaughton, J. Scott
August 28
Footscray 0. 6 0.10 2.12 3.14
University 0. 0 1. 2 1. 3. 6
(WO; Att: 500)
Best
Footscray: Warren, Tiernan, Copplestone, Anderson, Gibson
University: Corr, Vale, McKnight, Halford
South’s Enmity Towards Geelong
“Disgusted” wrote to a newspaper about a conversation he overheard between some South Melbourne 
players and supporters before a match against Geelong. It was 
openly asserted that Kerley of Geelong was to be ‘laid out’ by either a ‘well known back player’ 
or a ‘follower’, the former man asserting that he would lay out ‘every _____ that made a mark near 
him, as half the _________ corpses couldn’t kick goals’ … it is only fair that such ruffians should 
be hunted off the football arena before it is too late. No doubt, if an enquiry is held, the South will 
muster a few of their ‘well-dressed larrikins’ ready to state as ‘eye witnesses’ anything necessary to 
save ‘their heroes’, but let the evidence be sifted.
Football Scrapbook in a Private Collection
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Goals
Footscray: Warren 2, Schoman
University: Corr, Vale, MacKnight
Geelong 4. 3 5. 9 8.12 10.17
Fitzroy 1. 1 1. 2 1. 4 1. 4
(CO; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Talbot, McLean, Steedman, Bailey, Galbraith
Fitzroy: Melling, Kerrigan, Ewing, Worrall, Strachan, Pierce
Goals
Geelong: Kerley 3, T. McShane 2, Talbot, McLean, Galbraith, Calder, P. McShane
Fitzroy: Carroll
Hotham 2. 0 5. 2 5. 3 6. 8
Ballarat 1. 0 1. 0 2. 4 3. 5
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Houston, Peters, Hems, Robertson, Nairn
Ballarat: Brown, McKay, D. Christy, W. Christy, Bell, A. Bodycombe
Goals
Hotham: Peters 3, Hems, Tankard, Lang
Ballarat: Mann 2, D. Christy
Melbourne 2. 1 3. 1 5. 5 6. 5  
Carlton 1. 3 3. 3 3. 6 5. 8
(FSG)
Shooting for goal
A bizarre incident took place during the last quarter of the match between Geelong and Fitzroy at Corio Oval. 
Thomas Calder and other Geelong players complained, for 
a bullet whizzed past them. It was asserted that it must have come from the rifle of some persons 
practicing shooting at the butts on the east side of the cricket enclosure … So far as is known at the 
present, practice at the butts was not conducted by a responsible officer.
Geelong Advertiser, 31/8/1886
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Best
Melbourne: O’Bern, Baird, Tuckfield, G. Aitken, Griffith, Spooner
Carlton: Cook, Sharp, Whelan, Beveridge
Goals
Melbourne: R. Aitken 2, O’Bern, Baird, Dodds, Burns
Carlton: Leydin, Gellatley, Berry, Whelan, Baker
South Ballarat 0. 0 1. 1 1. 3 5.10 
Port Melbourne 1. 1 1. 3 2. 4 2. 8
(EO; Att: 5-6,000)
Goals
South Ballarat: Brooks 2, Cleary, Moore, Caldwell
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Hanneysee
South Melbourne 2. 4 3. 6 5. 7 8. 9
Essendon 0. 1 2. 3 4. 5 4. 6 
(SMCG; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Bushby (bog), Young, Elms, Roy, McKay, Hill, Purdy 
Essendon: Stafford, T. Rout, Fleming, Meader, M. Rout, Morris
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 3, Burns, McKay, Dickeson, Bushby, Bushell
Essendon: H. Tindale 2, Caldwell, M. Rout
South Will’town 3. 5 6.10 8.14 13.18
St Kilda 1. 3 3. 3 3. 4 3. 5
(WCG; Att: 200)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Henderson, Currie, Rider, Hackett, Salt
St Kilda: Hatch, Jackson, Christian, Burgoyne, Siddeley, Newlands
Goals
South Will’town: Salt 4, W.H. Jones 3, Currie 2, McAlister 2, Gill, Woods
St Kilda: Hatch, Siddeley, Christian
Williamstown 1. 3 4. 7 5.10 5.11
Richmond 0. 2 1. 2 3. 2 3. 7
(GR; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, D. Jones, Pierce, Griffin, McDonald, Kennedy
Richmond: Wookey, Syle, Stewart, Smith, Burwood, Harper
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren, Parkes, Currie, Jamieson, Smith
Richmond: Stephens, Over, Hill
Non-premiership matches
Prahran 8.25 v. Prahran Juniors 1.3
Ladder at the end of August
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 17 15 2 0 89 41
Geelong 15 13 2 0 115 31
Carlton 17 12 1 4 96 55
Port Melbourne 18 10 4 4 62 40
Fitzroy 19 10 2 7 65 59
Hotham 17 7 5 5 54 57
Melbourne 16 8 1 7 51 51
Williamstown 18 8 1 9 61 72
South Will’town 10 5 4 1 43 25
Essendon 15 6 1 8 52 53
Footscray 16 3 4 9 29 52
Richmond 18 4 1 13 38 72
St Kilda 14 3 2 9 36 90
Prahran 13 2 3 8 34 58
University 16 0 2 14 21 74
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
P. McShane (Geel.) 29
R. Roy (SM)  24
H. McLean (Geel.) 19
E. Warren (Will.)  19
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September 4
Fitzroy 3. 4. 5. 6. 8
Richmond 0. 0 0. 2 0. 2 0. 2
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Melling
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Carew, Nathan, Maher, Elliott
Footscray 0. 0 0.12 0. 1.25
South Will’town 1. 7 1. 7 1. 1.11
(WO; Att: 400)
Best
Footscray: Tiernan, Warren, Copplestone, Gibson
South Will’town: McAlister, Currie, Jones, Munro
Goals
Footscray: Copplestone
South Will’town: Salt
Hotham 1. 0 4. 5 5. 6 6. 9
Carlton 0. 6 1. 6 3. 9 3. 9
(HRR; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Hotham: H. Todd, Christian, Tankard, Hems, W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston
Carlton: Bloomfield, Whelan, Leydin, Cook, Gellatley, Sharp
Goals
Hotham: A. Todd, Tankard, Wallace, H. Todd, Houston, Munro
Carlton: Gellatley 2, McInerney
Melbourne 1. 2 3. 4 3. 6 5.12
Port Melbourne 0. 4 0. 6 1. 7 1. 8
(FSG)
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Best
Melbourne: Burns, Hallett, O’Bern, Murphy
Port Melbourne: Decis, Harper, Mackay, Pike, Poat, Sharp
Goals
Melbourne: Baird 2, E. Lynar 2, Hallett
Port Melbourne: Sullivan
Prahran 0. 0 0. 0 [3.5] 0.1 1. 9*
South Ballarat 3. 4 5. 7 10. 8 11.17
(WHCG)
*Prahran lost its first half score because it played an extra man on the ground: 3. 5 [Goals had been scored by Madden, Bradshaw & one 
other]
Best
Prahran: Morehouse, Baillee, Madden, Lockett, Little, Rush
South Ballarat: Cleary (bog), Ward, Perkins, Scott, J. Hogg, Thomas
Goals
Prahran: Rush
South Ballarat: Moore 3, Cleary 2, Scott 2, J. Hogg, Connaughton, Perkins, Doney
South Melbourne 0. 1 0. 3 1. 4 1. 5
Geelong 0. 8 1.12 2.16 4.19
(SMCG; Att: 34,121*)
*Those who paid to attend.
Best
South Melbourne: Elms, Harper, M. Minchin, Bodycombe, Hill, Docherty
Geelong: Hickinbotham (bog), Kerley, Morrison, Kearney, McLean, Mullen
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell
Geelong: P. McShane 3, A. Boyd
St Kilda    4. 8
University    2.18
(St K CG)
Goals
St Kilda: Unknown
University: Unknown
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Williamstown 1. 1 4.10 5.10 7.15
Essendon 0. 3  1. 5 1. 8 1. 8 
(GR; Att: 800-1,200)
Best
Williamstown: Gibbs, Laming, Fitzpatrick, Worroll, Russell
Essendon: Cairns, M. Rout, Sebire, Meader, Caldwell, Powell
Goals
Williamstown: Parkes 2, E. Warren 2, Russell 2, Fitzpatrick
Essendon: Caldwell
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 6 1. 6 1. 9 2. 9
Ballarat Imperial 0. 1 0.12 0.14 1.17
(SP)
Goals
Ballarat: Coram, Angwin
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie
George Robertson’s no-nonsense umpiring
After a fine career at Carlton, George Robertson became a respected umpire. Jack Worrall assessed Robertson’s 
arbitration style, and recounted, 
On one memorable occasion when he was in charge, a player received such a terrible spill from 
a shoulder thrust that he lay prone, unable to move, and play kept in the vicinity of the stricken 
warrior for some considerable time, the contestants frequently jumping over his prostrate form in an 
endeavour to get the ball. At last it got on the nerves of one of the players, who, excitedly rushing 
up to the umpire, exclaimed, “Umpire, umpire, stop the game, the man is dead.” George Robertson 
looked sternly at what he regarded as a degenerate for a moment or two, and then, waving his arms 
towards the pavilion, sang out in stentorian tones, “Remove the dead; let the game proceed,” an 
order that was obeyed literally. As it turned out the man was not dead, but only unconscious; but, 
as the veteran said, “Fancy being asked to stop a grand game just because a man was killed.” He 
was so annoyed and disgusted that he struck the interjector off his list of acquaintances. 
Australasian, 3/9/1932
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September 11
Ballarat 1. 4 2. 8 2. 2.15
Footscray 0. 1 1. 4 2. 2. 7
(SP; Att: 2-3,000)
Goals
Ballarat: Mann, Coram
Footscray: Copplestone, Unknown
Fitzroy 2. 6 3. 8 4. 9 4.15
Essendon 0. 2 1. 4 1. 4 2. 9 
(FCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Melling, Carroll, Newlands, Strachan
Essendon: Gordon, Cairns, Meader, White, Robertson, Fleming
Goals
Fitzroy: Carew, Ross, Newlands, Carroll
Essendon: Proctor, H. Tindale
Geelong 3. 4 5. 6 6. 9 10.16
Carlton 0. 3 2. 4 2. 6 2. 6
(CO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Geelong: Mullen, Morrison, P. McShane, McLean, Galbraith, Hickinbotham
Carlton: Whelan, Baker, Newton, Bloomfield, Cook, Beveridge
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 3, McLean 2, T. McShane 2, S. Boyd, Bailey, Mullen
Carlton: Woods, McInerney
Hotham 0. 1 1. 5 1. 5 1.12
South Melbourne 2. 3 2. 5 4.10 5.13
(HRR; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Hotham: Houston, Bailey, Fitzpatrick, Tankard, Lang, Sykes
South Melbourne: Docherty (bog), Bushby, Elms, Graves, M. Minchin
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Goals
Hotham: Munro
South Melbourne: Docherty 2, Cooper, Bushby, M. Minchin
Melbourne 1. 5 1. 6 1.11 5.13
Richmond 0. 0 0. 2 0. 4 2. 6
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Tuckfield, E. Lynar, Baird, Morrison, Strachan
Richmond: Smith, Box, Syle, Wookey, Stephens, Hill
Goals
Melbourne: E. Lynar 2, Baird 2, Griffiths
Richmond: Harper, Hill
Prahran 0. 3 1. 6 2. 9 3.10
Port Melbourne 2. 4 2. 6 2. 9 2.11
(WHCG)
Best
Prahran: J. Lorraine, McLeod, W. Lorraine, Lockett, Collie, Soutar
Port Melbourne: Decis, Hanneysee, Harper, F. McKnight, T. McKnight
Training premiership teams
There was phenomenal public interest in the premiership-deciding contest between South Melbourne and 
Geelong, and leading up to the game, commentators debated the relative strengths and weaknesses of the 
teams. Ex-champion H.C.A. Harrison explained the clubs’ different approach to training, and stated that it was 
tailored to the particular capabilities of the players. For South Melbourne, 
They are a heavy team; consequently would require to bring down flesh and acquire speed. This 
was well calculated to be done by running exercise … it is always recognized as a good thing to 
take a few days’ rest, however, before a contest … The Geelong team, being lightweights, and 
requiring only to cultivate stamina, it was a good thing for them to go in for swimming exercise as 
a training course. By this means their muscles and wind power would be toned up and improved.
The Daily Telegraph, 7/9/1886
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Goals
Prahran: Collie, Soutar, Freemantle
Port Melbourne: Landers, Munro
South Will’town 1. 2 2. 5 2. 7 3.12
University 2. 1 2. 4 2. 5 2. 7
(WCG; Att: 800)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Guthrie, Currie, Munro, Henderson, Salt
University: Bell, Cussen, Davies, Truman, Power, Hope, McLaren
Goals
South Will’town: Munro, Guthrie, Henderson
University: Corr, Bell
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 7 1. 5 1.11
Williamstown 0. 7 0. 8 2.12 2.13
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Smith, Keogh, Stiffe, Ulbrick, Griffiths
Williamstown: Worroll (bog), Warren, Wauchope, Fitzpatrick
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith
Williamstown: Parkes, Smith
September 18
Carlton 4. 2 7. 8 8. 12.15
Richmond 1. 1 1. 1 2. 4. 7
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Baker (bog)
Goals
Carlton: Leydin 6, Rickards 3, Gellatley, Whelan, Baker
Richmond: Hill 3, Main
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Fitzroy 1. 1 2. 5 2. 6  2. 8
South Melbourne 2. 1 2. 2 2. 4 4. 4
(FCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Pierce, Newlands, Melling, Hall
South Melbourne: Docherty, Graves, Elms, Smith, McDonald, Bushby
Goals
Fitzroy: Newlands 2
South Melbourne: Burns, Purdy, Bushell, Dickeson
Geelong 1. 6 6.13 9.14 15.18
Essendon 0. 1 0. 3 0. 6 0. 7
(CO; Att: 300-4,000)
Best
Geelong: J. McShane, McLean, Galbraith, Kerley
Essendon: Hill, Tindale, Powell, White, M. Rout, Meader
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 4, McLean 3, Kerley 3, Galbraith 2, Talbot, Steedman, S. Boyd
Melbourne 3. 0 4. 4 5. 5 6.12
South Will’town 1. 3 1. 4 2. 7 2. 9
(FSG; Att: 2,000)
*South Williamstown withdrew from its initial agreement to play Footscray. Footscray was thus awarded a walkover victory, which 
meant that South Williamstown effectively lost twice on the same day.
Goals
Melbourne: E. Lynar 3, Griffith, Baird, R. Aitken
South Will’town: Salt, McAlister
Prahran 2. 4 3.12 3.16 4.26
University 0. 5 0. 7 2. 8 2. 9
(WHCG)
Best
Prahran: Baillee, J. Morehouse, Rusden, Lockett, J. Lorraine, W. Lorraine 
University: R.S. Thomson, Brayshay, Freeman, Corr, Horne, Kerrigan
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Goals
Prahran: J. Morehouse 2, W. Lorraine, Rusden
University: Kerrigan, Freeman
St Kilda 3. 4 4. 4 5. 7 5. 9
Port Melbourne [0. 1] [3. 7] 0. 0 3. 4*
(St K CG; Att: 2,000)
*In the third quarter Port Melbourne was found to have 21 men on the field and lost its score (Port had 4 Goals up to this time, 
scored by Fraser, McLeod, Brooks, Hanneysee).
Best
St Kilda: Ulbrick, Smith, Hatch, Jackson, Stiffe
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Hanneysee, McLeod, Fraser, Wilson 
Goals
St Kilda: Griffiths 2, M. Smith, A. Smith, Ulbrick
Port Melbourne: Mitchell 2, McLeod
Williamstown 0. 4 1.10 1.13 1.16
Hotham 1. 0 2. 1 2. 5 2. 9
(GR; Att: 3,500)
Best
Williamstown: Worroll, Warren, Gibbs
Hotham:   H. Todd (bog), Bradley, Robertson, McIntosh, W.M. Johnston, W.A. Johnston
Goals
Williamstown: Currie
Hotham: Williams, Bradley
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 3. 1 4. 4 6. 7. 8
South Ballarat 0. 2 2. 3 2. 3. 9
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Hosking, George
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Wright 2, G. McKenzie 2, Shiells, Wellington
South Ballarat: J. Hogg, Doney, Moore
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September 25
Carlton 0. 3 1. 6 3. 7 5. 9
Fitzroy 0. 5 1. 6 2. 8 4. 9
(PO; Att: 8,000)
Best
Carlton: Cook, Leydin, Newton, Batters, Bloomfield, Baker
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Pierce, Maher, Melling, Newlands 
Goals
Carlton: Leydin, Rickards, Whelan, Baker, Berry
Fitzroy: Newlands 3, Carew
Geelong 2. 2 2. 7 3. 8 7.10
Melbourne 1. 1 1. 1 1. 6 2. 6
(CO; Att: 5,000)
Best
Geelong: A. Boyd, Hickinbotham, S. Boyd, Galbraith, Morrison, Groves
Melbourne: Griffith, O’Bern, Tuckfield, Morrison, Spooner, Lynar
Goals
Geelong: A. Boyd 3, Galbraith, J. McShane, P. McShane, Bailey
Melbourne: Griffith, Baird
South Will’town 0. 2 1. 6 1. 7 4. 9
Port Melbourne 2. 5 2.11 5.14 5.16
(WCG)
Best
South Will’town: Jones, Henderson, Brown, McAlister
Port Melbourne: F. McKnight, Pike, Hanneysee, Decis, Daly, Parry
Goals
South Will’town: McAlister, W.H. Jones, Salt, Henderson
Port Melbourne: Fraser 3, Watson, Hyne
St Kilda 1. 2 3. 5 5.10 7.11
Hotham 0. 1 1. 3 1. 4 4. 7
(St K CG)
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Best
St Kilda: M. Smith, A. Smith, Bobardt, Stiffe, Griffiths, Keogh
Hotham: Houston, Tankard, H. Todd, Sykes, Robertson, Skinner
Goals
St Kilda: M. Smith 3, Bobardt 2, A. Smith, Dynon
Hotham: Sykes 2, W.M. Johnston, H. Todd
University 0. 3 0. 4 0. 4 1. 7
Richmond 1. 5 1. 7 2.10 4.11
(FSG)
Best
University: Bell, Horne, Syme, Coulson
Richmond: Stewart, Wookey, Harper, Smith
Goals
University: Freeman
Richmond: Stephens 3, Stewart
Williamstown 1. 2 2. 3 3. 5 3. 7
South Melbourne 1. 0 5. 6 5. 8 6.14
(GR; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Williamstown: Worroll, W.F. Jones, Gibbs, Currie, Smith, Jamieson
South Melbourne: Bushell, Smith, Elms, Bushby, Docherty, Graves 
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren, W.F. Jones, Wyatt
South Melbourne: McKay 3, Bushby 2, Harper
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 0 1. 8 2. 9 4.13
Ballarat 1. 2 1. 2 2. 4 3. 4
(SP; Att: 5,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Ward, Tobitt, J. Hogg
Goals
South Ballarat: Doney, Moore, Brooks, Ward
Ballarat: Coram 2, Mann
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October 2
Melbourne 1. 3 2. 5 3. 8 3.13
Williamstown 0. 0 3. 3 3.  4. 9
(FSG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Melbourne: Murphy, Baird, Bailey, Hallett, G. Aitken
Williamstown: Worroll, Laming, Currie, W.F. Jones, Wyatt
Goals
Melbourne: Murphy, R. Aitken, Baird
Williamstown: E. Warren 2, Fitzpatrick, Wyatt
Port Melbourne 3. 5 6. 7 7. 9 9.13
Prahran 0. 1 0. 2 0. 4 0. 4
(PMCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Harper, Hyne, Decis, F. McKnight, Parry
Prahran: Foote, J. Morehouse, Gardiner, McPherson, Stewart
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 3, Mitchell 2, H.C. McLeod, F. McKnight, Watson, Fraser
Non-premiership matches
Footscray 2.8 v. Hotham 4.1
Ballarat Combined 4.13 v. South Melbourne 4.7
No premiership cup
The premiership was a cherished prize, but no cup was awarded for this achievement: 
the ‘premiership’ so much talked of and so much coveted is, in a material sense, even more of 
a myth than the Grecian laurel wreath … [the] footballers dream ‘the premiership’ is, amongst 
athletes, a notable ambition. Many advertising firms would probably be only too glad to give a 
splendid trophy annually as the visible emblem of victory, but the Football Association will not 
accept any such offer.
The Argus, 4/10/1886
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1886 — Season Review
SENIOR RECORD*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 19 17 2 0 151 36
South Melbourne 21 18 2 1 105 51
Carlton 21 14 1 6 118 79
Port Melbourne 23 12 4 7 82 56
Fitzroy 23 12 2 9 81 69
Melbourne 21 11 1 9 72 67
Hotham 21 9 5 7 67 73
South Will’town 14 6 5 3 53 39
Williamstown 23 11 1 11 78 83
Essendon 18 6 1 11 55 79
St Kilda 18 6 2 10 53 101
Footscray 19 4 6 9 32 55
Prahran 17 4 3 10 42 82
Richmond 22 5 1 16 48 95
University 20 0 2 18 28 89
South Ballarat 18 11 1 6 88 43
Ballarat Imperial 12 4 2 6 42 59
Ballarat 17 2 3 12 34 71
* There were no ‘official’ ladders in the VFA before 1888. This ladder is based on The Argus record of “matches for the premiership” 
(1886). This covers contests between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs. The Herald also followed this practice, despite the fact 
that Ballarat teams were not officially included in the premiership until 1887. There was general agreement about the top three teams, 
but positions of other teams relative to performance varied between newspaper accounts. 
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CLUBS’ RECORD IN ALL MATCHES*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 27 24 3 0 208 55
South Melbourne 22 19 2 1 122 51a)
Carlton 22 15 1 6 125 80
Port Melbourne 24 12 5 7 85 60b)
Hotham 22 10 5 7 70 75
Fitzroy 23 12 2 9 81 69
Melbourne 24 13 1 10 81 79
Williamstown 25 13 1 11 88 84
Essendon 23 8 2 13 67 87
South Will’town 15 7 5 4 56 41
Footscray 19 4 8 9 32 55c)
St Kilda 18 6 2 10 53 100d)
Prahran 17 4 3 10 42 82
Richmond 22 5 1 16 48 95
University 20 0 2 18 28 89e)
a)  South Melbourne includes 1/5 game v. Union Jack.
b)  These figures are incorrect. The Sportsman’s figures were p 23 w 12 d 4 l 7 f 82 a 57. The Australasian account included Port Mel-
bourne’s game against Geelong in April, but this was a practice match.
c)  Footscray played 18 games, but was awarded a forfeited match v. South Williamstown.
d)  St Kilda’s games against Junior clubs excluded.
e)  University’s record is difficult to determine. Record in Australasian was: p 22 w 2 d 2 l 18 f 40 a 92. May include games 24/5 v. Kyne-
ton 3-6; 23/6 v. Sandhurst 2-3; 25/6 v. Daylesford 4-0; 1/7 v. Wanderers; 3/7 v. Royal Park 1-0.
* According to Australasian.
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CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
The Best:  C. Pearson (Ess.), J. Baker (Carl.), D. Hickinbotham (Geel.), 
 P. McShane, H. McLean (Geel.), J. Worrall (Fitz.), 
 R. Houston (Hoth.), H. Elms (SM) 
Best followers:  R. Talbot, J. Kerley & J. McShane (Geel.); F. Graves & W. Docherty (SM); 
 M. Whelan & A. Berry (Carl.); J. Tankard & G. Sykes (Hoth.); 
 W. Hanneysee & McKnight (PM); T. Rout & W. Meader (Ess.); 
 A. Worroll (Will.); W.H. Jones (SW); A. Smith (St K)
Best backs:  Boyd, F. Furnell, D. Kearney (Geel.); E. Hill & R. Bodycombe (SM); J. Kelly (Melb.); 
 Crapp & G. Bragge (Carl.); W.A. Johnston & G. Bailey (Hoth.); 
 J. Pierce & J. Muir (Fitz.); E. Decis (PM); W. Fleming & M. Rout (Ess.); A. Rusden (Prah.)
Best forwards:  H. McLean, A. Robertson & A. Morrison (Geel.); T. Leydin, G. Cook & W. Batters (Carl.); 
 M. Minchin, A. Harper & J. Young (SM); W. Wallace (Hoth.); J. Pike (PM); 
 R. Hill & J. Morris (Ess.); E. Melling & J. Carroll (Fitz.); 
 C. Laming & W.F. Jones (Will.); E. Griffith, D. O’Bern & H. Tuckfield (Melb.); 
 W.J. Carroll & F. Wookey (Rich.) 
* According to Australasian.
1886 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
P. McShane (Geel.) 40  (51)
H. McLean (Geel.) 24  (32)
R. Roy (SM) 24  (25)
E. Warren (Will.) 24  
S. Baird (Melb.) 22  (24)
T. Leydin (Carl.) 20  (22)
J. Kerley (Geel.) 19  (31)
D. Berry (Carl.) 16  (17)
W. Hanneysee (PM) 16  (16)
A. Wilson (Carl.) 16 (17)
A. Newlands (Fitz.) 15  (15)
J. Worrall (Fitz.) 15 (15)
*Senior and Ballarat matches only: Goals in brackets for all matches.
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VICTORIAN JUNIOR FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
Premiers: North Park
Leading Junior Clubs
Britannia, Brunswick, Clifton, Eaglehawk, Elgin Union, Fitzroy Imperial, Keilor, Moonee Ponds, Nelson, 
Normanby, Richmond Juniors, Royal Park, South Melbourne Juniors, St Kilda Royal, Union Jack
BALLARAT PREMIERSHIP*
 p w d l f a
South Ballarat 18 11 1 6 88 43
Ballarat Imperial 12 4 2 6 42 59
Ballarat 17 2 3 12 34 71
*Senior and Ballarat matches only.
**South Ballarat considered the strongest team in the Western District.
Essendon: Tasmanian Tour
22/5: North Tasmania 2.6  v. Essendon 1.11
24/5: South Tasmania 2.9  v. Essendon 2.18
29/5: South Tasmania 2.16 v. Essendon 1.6
Melbourne: Tasmanian Tour
10/7: Launceston 2.14  v. Melbourne 5.10
14/7: South Tasmania 8.11 v. Melbourne 1.9
17/7: South Tasmania 2.6  v. Melbourne 3.12
Geelong: Adelaide Tour
8/7: Adelaide & Suburban 1.3  v. Geelong 6.10
10/7: Norwood 3.12   v. Geelong 5.16
13/7: Port Adelaide 4.11   v. Geelong 7.5
15/7: South Adelaide 2.11  v. Geelong 7.15
17/7: Adelaide 4.8   v. Geelong 7.5
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1887
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain:  T. Leydin
Vice Captain: W. Strickland
Team: J. Baker (13), W. Batters (17), A. Berry (15-16), W.A. Beveridge (8-11), S. Bloomfield (7), 
T. Box (1-2), G. Bragge (2-3), Brown (2), G. Cook (17), A. Coulson (17-18), C. Coulson (6), 
W.I. Crapp (14), A. Gellatley (14-15), W. Green (18), H. Hems (1), D. Hutchinson (18), 
W.F. Jones (18), J. Keane (15-16), T. Leydin (18), Lyons (3), W. Maloney (17), 
T. McInerney (12-14), J. McIntyre (3), W. McKechnie (16-17), J. Morden (1-2), 
C. Newton (11-12), Hy Smith (14), W. Strickland (18), M. Whelan (18), J. Woods (13-16)
* R. McLeod, McRaile & Mitchell also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 W. Green [18], A. Berry [13], J. Baker [12], A. Gellatley [11], A. Coulson [9], M. Whelan [6], 
J. McIntyre [4], W. McKechnie [4], D. Hutchinson [3], C. Coulson [2], W. Batters [1], 
S. Bloomfield [1], G. Bragge [1], G. Cook [1], H. Hems [1], W.F. Jones [1], T. Leydin [1], Lyons [1], 
M. McInerney [1], W. Maloney [1], H. Smith [1], J. Woods [1]
New: T. Box (Rich.), Brown (Brunsw.), A. Coulson (Univ/Melb/Ave.), 
C. Coulson (Melb, by late July), H. Hems (Hoth, 4/6/87), 
D. Hutchinson (Brunsw. distr.), W.F. Jones (Will.), J. Keane (Sth. Ball.), 
M. McInerney (Hoth/Ess.), W. McKechnie (SM/SMJ), 
E. Melling (1gm, Adel, SA/Fitz.), J. Morden (Brunsw. distr.), McRaile (Carl. Un.), 
H. Smith (SM/P. Adel, SA)
Departures: F. Coffey (Hoth.), F. Johnston (Hoth.), A. McDowall (Prah.), 
J. Morden (Ball. Imp. 2/7), W. Sharp (PM)
Essendon
Captain: W. Fleming
Vice Captain: T. Nally
Team: D. Aitken (4-6), S. Angwin (3-4), V. Beggs (3-16), Brown (1), A. Buncle (6-13), T. Calder (1-4), 
H. Caldwell (13), G. Desailly (11-14), W. Duffy (5-10), J. Fitzpatrick (2-3), W. Fleming (15), 
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E. Francis (4-8), F. Gillett (12-14), Goldsmith (1-2), J. Harvey (8-16), R. Hill (5-6), J. Hope (3-10), 
P. McShane (5-7), W. Meader (13), T. Nally (1-2), Needham (1), R.G. Nicholson (6-11), 
Nolan (1-6), W.M. Pender (10-16), E. Powell (8-9), W. Rogers (1), M. Rout (9-12), 
T. Rout (15-16), J. Sadlier (2-3), D. Sebire (2-5), W. Sinclair (6-14), P. Smith (1-6), 
J. Stafford (4-5), H. Stewart (6-10), P. Stubbs (11-14), H. Tindale (2-6), G. White (11-16), 
T. Woods (6-7), A. Worrall (12-16)
* W. Broadbent, A. (‘Driver’) Carter, D. Clydesdale, Edwards, N. Harper, Rickards, A. Robertson & Vivian also 
named in squads.
** Some games author attributes to R.G. Nicholson & W.M. Pender may have been played by R.B. Nicholson & J. 
Pender.
Goal kickers:
 H. Caldwell [12], W. Sinclair [5], W. Duffy [4], J. Harvey [4], M. Pender [4], W. Meader [3], 
T. Rout [2], J. Sadlier [2], G. White [2], T. Woods [2], S. Angwin [1], A. Buncle [1], T. Calder [1], 
R. Hill [1], J. Hope [1], Nolan [1], W. Rogers [1], M. Rout [1], A. Worroll [1]
New: S. Angwin (Launceston/Univ/Ess.), W. Broadbent (Ball.), A. Buncle (Hoth, 4/6), 
T. Calder (Geel.), A. Carter (BGS), G. Desailly (Brighton/MGS), Ferguson (SC), 
F. Gillett (Geel, 4/6), N. Harper (Rich.), J. Harvey (MP), J. McKenzie (MGS), 
P.G. McShane (Fitz/Ess/Sth. Park, SA/Ess.), J. Pender (MGS), 
W.M. Pender (Yarrav.), W. Rogers (Univ/Ess.), W. Sinclair (Will.), H. Stewart (EJ), 
T. Woods (1884), A. Worroll (Will.)
Departures: G. Cairns (Ball.), G. Ellerman (Univ.), W. Franks (Melb.), W. Gordon (Hoth.), 
M. Knopp (PM), J. Lawler (Geel, July), M. McInerney (Hoth.), T. Moore (Benalla), 
J. Morris (Hoth.), J. Paris (Hoth.)
Fitzroy
Captain: J. Worrall
Vice Captain: J. Maher/J. Beggs
Team: J. Beggs (16-17), Blair (1), E. Brown (13-19), C. Buckley (14-16), R. Burgess (10-15), 
J. Carroll (17-20), Cotter (1), J. Elliott (16-19), G. Hall (13-15), F. Hallett (1-2), C. Hickey (9-13), 
J. Hughes (14-20), J. Kerrigan (19), Madden (6-11), J. Maher (17-20), G. Martin (5-6), 
J. McRaile (9-11), E. Melling (8-9), P. Millard (10), J. Muir (19), B. Nathan (1-2), 
A. Newlands (15-18), B. Page (15-18), J. Pierce (8-9), H. Rapiport (13-15), J. Ryan (7), 
W. Schmidt (14-17), A. Shearwood (8-12), J. Strachan (16-20), T. Ward (18-19), J. Worrall (20)
* Downes, T. Elliott, Oates & Watson also named in squads.
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   228 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
229
1887 Statistics
Goal kickers:
 J. Worrall [16], E. Brown [9], W. Schmidt [8], A. Newlands [6], J. Carroll [5], H. Rapiport [5], 
J. Maher [4], C. Buckley [3], J. Muir [3], Madden [2], E. Melling [2], B. Page [2], D. Cotter [1], 
J. Kerrigan [1], G. Martin [1], P. Millard [1], B. Nathan [1], J. Pierce [1]
New: E. Brown (Kyneton), T. Elliott (Melb.), C. Hickey (Marybgh), 
P. Millard (Melb, 7/87), Oates (Sandhurst), B. Page (Marybgh), 
W. Schmidt (Britannia), T. Ward (Sth. Ball.)
Departures: T. Burke (Melb.), R. Ewing (Melb.), E. Lindsay (Melb, back by July), 
E. Melling (Adel, SA, July), P.G. McShane (Ret, then Ess.), 
J. Pierce (Adel, SA, July), J. Small (SM), E. Tobin (Prah.)
Footscray
Captain: W. Anderson
Vice Captain: A. Pike
Team: A. Anderson (10-13), W. Anderson (13-14), Brew (1-7), C. Britt (1-4), J. Brown (4-8), 
Brown (1-3), J. Cameron (4-8), T. Cameron (11-12), J. Carlton (1), T. Carlton (10-13), 
W. Chalmers (1-4), Cooper (1-3), C. Copplestone (1), Douglas (1), W. Elliott (8-14), 
J. Emmerson (1), J. Gibson (5-14), L. Hallinbourg (2-3), T. Hood (2-4), F. Huggins (9-14), 
James (1-2), T. Landers (1-2), C. Manley (1-3), Matthews (1-5), McCormick (1-3), McLaren (1-3), 
J. Minnock (3-4), J. Munro (1-9), Nairn (1-3), J. O’Donnell (6-10), W. O’Halloran (6-10), 
A. Pike (4-12), Randall (4-8), J. Roberts (1-2), D. Sadlier (1-4), J. Sawyer (1-3), 
C. Schoman (6-13), H. Scott (3-7), J. Shaw (2), W. Slatter (7-14), E. Stone (2-4), 
G. Thompson (2-4), J. Tiernan (1-4), W. Warren (1), J. White (1), A. Williams (1-7), Wylie (2-3)  
* W. Backwell, Carter, W. Charles, Dawson, Fitzpatrick, Gorman, Lyons, Marshman, J/R. McKinley, Moloney, 
Nairn, H. Shepherd & Turner also named in squads.
** Some games author attributes to Brown may have been played by J. Brown.
Goal kickers:
 T. Carlton [7], Randall [3], W. Anderson [2], C. Copplestone [2], W. Elliott [2], J. Minnock [2], 
 A. Pike [2], A. Anderson [1], Brown [1], T. Cameron [1], T. Landers [1], Wylie [1]
New: C. Britt (Yarrav.), J. Carlton (NM, late June), 
L. Hallinbourg (Hoth, back to Hoth, July), T. Hood (Ball, 7/87), T. Landers (PM), 
J. Minnock (Rich, 7/87), Mullens (Hoth.), W. O’Halloran (FEx), J. Sawyer (BV), 
H. Shepherd (FA)
Departures: W. Powrie (FEx)
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Geelong
Captain: R. Talbot
Vice Captain: Jno. McShane
Team: J. Bannister (2), C. Blunt (4), F. Blunt (2), A. Boyd (17-18), C. Brownlow (10), T. Calder (1), 
J. Conway (6), G. Davie (6), Dooley (1), F.M. Douglass (10), W. Foote (21), J. Galbraith (10), 
F. Gillett (1), W. Goddard (8), R. Groves (21), C. Hall (9-12), B.W. Hall (1), 
D. Hickinbotham (17), F. James (1), A. Jarrett (18-19), Josephs (1), J. Julien (13-15), 
D. Kearney (19-20), J. Kerley (2), J. Lawler (5), H. McLean (10), J. McLean (20), 
Jno. McShane (8), Jos. McShane (3-4), P. McShane (5), T. McShane (16), T. Parkin (1), 
G. Pike (18-19), J. Pike (19-20), W. Prosser (5-6), R. Reid (3), A. Robertson (20), 
R. Robinson (9-10), M. Ross (1-2), E. Scott (4-5), W. Scott (1), H. Steedman (7), A. Sykes (12), 
R. Talbot (21), W. Thompson (2), P. Turley (15-16), J. Weber (1), G. Wilson (1)
* 24/5: 3 missing - likely to be C. Hall, Jos. McShane & R. Robinson. 4/6: 2 missing - likely to be C. Hall & D. 
Kearney. 25/6: 3 missing - from W. Prosser, M. Ross, E. Scott or P. Turley. 23/7: 1 missing - from A. Jarrett, J. 
Julien or J. Pike. 6/8: 1 missing - could be A. Boyd, C. Hall, or G. Pike. 13/8: 2 missing - not P. McShane; one 
could be J. Julien.
Goal kickers:
 T. McShane [26], G. Pike [14], J. Galbraith [11], H. McLean [10], D. Kearney [9], P. McShane [6], 
A. Boyd [5], R. Groves [5], W. Foote [4], P. Turley [4], A. Jarrett [3], H. Steedman [3], A. Sykes [3], 
R. Talbot [3], C. Brownlow [2], W. Prosser [2], J. Bannister [1], C. Blunt [1], J. Conway [1], 
W.B. Hall [1], D. Hickinbotham [1], Jno. McShane [1], R. Reid [1], A. Robertson [1], 
E. Scott [1], W. Scott [1]
New: J. Conway (WG), G. Davie (1885), B.W. Hall (1884), A. Jarrett (GC), 
J. Lawler (Ess, July), J. McLean (QLD), Jos. McShane (GM), T. Parkin (GGS),   
J. Pike (PM/Ess/Geel), W. Prosser (NG), R. Reid (GC), A. Sykes (WG)
Departures: J. Bailey (Ball.), S. Boyd (SM), T. Calder (Ess.), H. Eldridge (Rich.), 
F. Gillett (Ess, 4/6), A. Morrison (Univ.), R. Robinson (Melb, July), 
H. Stoneman (WGJ)
Hotham
Captain: A. Ley/H. Todd
Vice Captain: R. Houston
Team: M. Abrahams (13-16), H. Alessio (14-18), J. Allen (10-17), E. Bean (2-3), G. Bingham (7-10), 
G. Bradley (5-8), H. Bradley (2-3), J. Carlton (2-3), W.J. Carroll (15-16), H. Christian (12-15), 
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   230 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
231
1887 Statistics
F. Coffey (1-2), R. Gibson (13-16), F. Gooley (11-17), L. Hallinbourg (3-5), H. Hems (1-2), 
J. Horrocks (13-16), R. Houston (17), Howard (2), F. Johnston (1-4), W.A. Johnston (8-9), 
W.M. Johnston (17-18), W. Lang (8-15), J. Lawrence (6-7), A. Ley (4), Mair (2-3), 
T. Maloney (13-15), A. Maxwell (6), McGrath (1), M. McInerney (13-17), J. Morris (16-18), 
J. Paris (2-3), Robertson (4-7), J. Rushford (12-18), Sharland (1), G. Sykes (12), H. Todd (17), 
W.P. Wallace (11)
* R. Nairn also named in a squad.
** Some games author attributes to H. Christian may have been played by W. Christian, as for H. and G. Bradley.
Goal kickers:
 R. Houston [13], W.M. Johnston [10], W.J. Carroll [9], H. Todd [8], R. Gibson [6], H. Christian [5], 
M. McInerney [5], M. Abrahams [3], J. Maloney [3], J. Morris [3], G. Bradley [2], J. Horrocks [2], 
W.A. Johnston [2], E. Bean [1], H. Bradley [1]
New: M. Abrahams (Ball. Imp.), J. Allen (NP), E. Bean (NP/AU), 
W.J. Carroll (Rich/Melb/Ball. Distr.), F. Coffey (Carl/Hoth.), R. Gibson (NeJ), 
F. Gooley (GD), F. Johnston (Carl/Brunsw, July), T. Maloney (Nor’by), 
A. Maxwell (UJ), McGrath (Hills.), J. Morris (Ess/Hoth.), 
C. Nuttall (Rich, 15/6, back later in season), J. Paris (Ess/Kensington), 
J. Rushford (NP/Hoth.)
Departures: E. Baines (Brisb. QLD), J. Carlton (Foots, late June), E. Fox (Melb.), 
L. Hallinbourg (Foots, back to, July), J. Haydon (PM), H. Hems (Carl, 4/6), 
Mullens (Foots.), T. Peters (Will.), G. Sykes (Tas, July for brief time), 
J. Tankard (Will.), E. Williams (Will.)
Melbourne
Captain: J.J. Kelly
Vice Captain: E. Griffiths
Team: G. Aitken (4-10), W.R. Bailey (11-15), S. Baird (6), R. Brown (12-16), T. Burke (1-2), 
W. Burns (15-16), A. Carnegie (5-11), T. Dodds (10-12), A. Edwards (1), Eggleston (1), 
R. Ewing (7-14), E. Fox (18), F. Franks (6), W. Franks (4-8), Froude (1), J. Garton (6), 
E. Griffith (16), G. Hallett (10-17), N. Harper (7-10), J. Johnson (5-15), J. Kelly (14-16), 
A. King (1-2), H. King (10-11), E. Lynar (6-13), A. McCrindle (13-18), M. McDonnell (4-6), 
M. McKenzie (4-5), P. Millard (5-6), M. Morris (3-6), H. Morrison (1), P. Murphy (14-16), 
R. Robinson (5-10),  H. Smith (4-6), C. Spooner (11-18), Stewart (1-4), W. Stiffe (3-6), 
G. Strachan (14-16), Strong (1), T. Thompson (4-7), H. Tuckfield (15-17), J. Wiseman (12-17)
* J. Brooks, A. Burkin, F. Plant also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to F. Franks may have been played by W. Franks. 
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Goal kickers:
 W. Burns [13], T. Dodds [12], A. McCrindle [5], E. Griffith [4], M. McDonnell [4], J. Wiseman [3], 
S. Baird [2], R. Brown [2], A. Carnegie [2], R. Ewing [2], P. Millard [2], Morris [2], G. Strachan [2], 
W.R. Bailey [1], F. Everett [1], Franks [1], J. Garton [1], J. Kelly [1], E. Lynar [1], P. Murphy [1], 
R. Robinson [1], T. Thompson [1]
New: J. Brooks (Sth. Ball, late in season), T. Burke (Fitz.), A. Carnegie (UJ),  
F. Everett (Adel, SA), R. Ewing (Fitz.), E. Fox (Hoth/NP), W. Franks (NP/Ess.), 
J. Garton (Clifton), A. King (Adel, SA, May, back to, Aug.), 
H. King (Adel, SA, May), E. Lindsay (Fitz, back 7/87), M. McDonnell (Sth. Ball.), 
M. Morris (MGS), H. Smith (SM), W. Stiffe (1884)
Departures: A. Coulson (Carl.), C. Coulson (Carl, late July), T. Elliott (Fitz.), 
H. Hayes (Univ, during season), J. Johnson (Tas, back during season),
S. Baird (Left colony in early June)
Port Melbourne
Captain: W. Hanneysee
Vice Captain: E. Decis
Team: G. Cooper (1), M. Daly (16-19), J. Darcy (10-11), E. Decis (18-19), R. Doran (11-15), 
J. Dunne (12-17), Elms (1), T. Graham (14-19), W. Hanneysee (17), P. Harper (20), 
J. Haydon (1-2), Hudson (1), C. Hunt (1), P. Hyne (16-20), J. King (1), M. Knopp (1), 
C. Laming (14-19), H. Layton (14-20), P. Mackay (12-17), W. Mackay (6-11), Mayne (1-2), 
F. McKnight (18-19), H.C. McLeod (6), W. Morton (20), G. Munro (2), F.G. Parry (15-19), 
S. Poat (2), J. Sharp (15-17), W. Sharp (16-18), J. Taylor (13-16), E. Vine (14-16), J. White (1-3), 
J. Wilson (3-6), W. Wilson (8), J. Wyatt (1), W. Wyatt (17-19)
* R. Butler, Mitchell also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to P. & W. Mackay, J. & W. Sharp, J. & W. Wilson, & J. & W. Wyatt are sometimes 
estimates.
Goal kickers:
W. Morton [24], W. Hanneysee [14], H.C. McLeod [11], F. McKnight [7], J. Taylor [7], W. Sharp [6], 
J. Darcy [4], P. Harper [4], E. Decis [3], P. Hyne [3], T. Graham [2], S. Poat [2], E. Vine [2], 
W. Wyatt [2], H. Layton [1], W. Mackay [1], G. Munro [1], F.G. Parry [1], J. Sharp [1], W. Wilson [1]
New: R. Butler (Sth. Ball, then SM, May), T. Graham (Rich/SM), J. Haydon (NM), 
M. Knopp (Ess.), C. Laming (SM/Will.), H. Layton (Rich.), W. Sharp (Carl/BeI), 
J. Taylor (Rich/SM), W. Wyatt (Will.)
Departures: A. Brooks (SM), R. Kinneburgh (SM), T. Landers (Foots.), J. Pike (Geel.)
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Prahran
Captain: C.W. Dunn
Vice Captain: J. Stewart
Team: F. Baillee (7-13), A. Collie (16-18), J. Cook (5-7), G. Damman (2-4), Doherty (1), 
C. Dunn (17-18), J. Dunne (4-5), C. Edwards (4-7), E. Farley (14-18), A. Fyfe (7-14), 
M. Gardiner (12-17), Green (11-14), H. Ham (2-8), Hancey (1-6), Hutton (1-9), Jas. Lavelle (1-3), 
Jno. Lavelle (8-16), W. Little (12-18), W. Lockett (15-16), J. Lorraine (13-18), W. Lorraine (2), 
T. Matthews (2-8), M. McLeod (4-16), W. McPherson (8-18), A. Morehouse (5-14), 
J. Morehouse (16-17), J. O’Connor (11-16), Pitcher (1), E. Reynolds (11-16), A. Rusden (2-4), 
J. Stewart (10-18), Taylor (2-5), E. Tobin (1-3), Wheeler (1-3) 
* Glenister, Gordon, Gorman, McArthur, McDowall, E. McGill, Munro, Robb, H. Rush & G. Soutar also named in 
squads.
Goal kickers:
 J. O’Connor [8], A. Collie [7], J. Morehouse [6], Jno. Lavelle [5], J. Lorraine [4], F. Baillee [2], 
H. Ham [2], E. Reynolds [2], J. Cook [1], G. Damman [1], C. Dunn [1], C. Edwards [1], 
W. Little [1], W. Lorraine [1]
New: G. Damman (Univ.), A.P. Fyfe (UJ), H. Ham (WC), A. McDowall (Carl/SnCr), 
E. McGill (SnCr), E. Reynolds (UJ), E. Tobin (Fitz.), Wheeler (Hb, 1885)
Departures: Chambers (Winds.), W. Hallows (Univ.), J. McPherson (St K), 
A. Rusden (Univ, during season)
Richmond
Captain: J. Stewart
Vice Captain: C. Syle
Team: A. Banner (5-16), Boyd (11-18), E. Burwood (6-19), G. Dunne (10-13), A. Elder (2-4), 
H. Eldridge (15-19), Gibb (1-5), J. Goodwin (1-4), N. Harper (2), A. Hill (14-19), 
G. Howarth (1-19), Lee (3-17), S. Martin (4-17), J. Minnock (1-4), H. Morton (10-12), 
C. Nuttall (1-3), P. O’Loughlin (9-19), C. Over (1), R. Owen (7-18), T. Reddan (17-19), 
Rowe (1-4), A. Salton (6-12), A. Searle (5-10), Simmons (1), D.P. Smith (8-14), G. Smith (12-19), 
J. Smith (4-17), C. Stephens (17-19), J. Stewart (17), W. Stewart (7-19), C. Syle (18-19), 
J. Waller (5-15), F. Wookey (2) 
* W. Blazey, Bryant, Godbehear, Kelly, McKenzie, J. Mullaly, F. Owen, Turley & H. Walton also named in  
squads.
** Games author attributes to D.P., G. & J. Smith are sometimes estimates.
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Goal kickers:
 A. Hill [11], Boyd [9], H. Morton [9], D.P. Smith [7], C. Syle [7], P. O’Loughlin [6], T. Reddan [3], 
C. Stephens [3], G. Dunne [2], H. Eldridge [2], A. Banner [1], Lee [1], W. Stewart [1], J. Waller [1]
New: A. Banner (SM/PM), A. Elder (Rich. 2nd’s), H. Eldridge (Geel.), 
J. Goodwin (Hoth. 1882), Lee (Waratah NSW), J. Minnock (GD), 
C. Nuttall (NM, during season), P. O’Loughlin (Rich. Jun.), W. Stewart (SS), 
J. Waller (Jun.)
Departures: T. Box (Carl.), W.J. Carroll (Hoth.), T. Graham (PM), 
N. Harper (Ess, during season), H. Layton (PM), J. Minnock (Foots, 7/87), 
C. Nuttall (Hoth, 15/6), J. Taylor (PM)
South Melbourne
Captain: H. Elms
Vice Captain: A. Harper
Team: S. Boyd (12-18), A. Brooks (11-18), A. Brown (16-19), P. Burns (20), T. Bushell (16-18), 
R. Butler (12-16), C. Clarke (1-2), W. Docherty (19), J. Dowdall (1), H. Elms (17), 
A. Gibson (17-20), Goding (1), F. Graves (12-14), A. Harper (2-3), E. Hill (17-18), Johnson (1-3), 
R. Kinneburgh (1), Matthews (1), J. McDonald (17-20), D. McKay (18-20), J. Minchin (7-9), 
M. Minchin (14), Mitchell (19-20), J. Nixon (1), T. O’Connor (1-3), J. Page (17-20), 
H. Purdy (19-20), Richardson (5), R. Roy (3-5), J. Small (13-14), Hy Smith (3), W. Spence (13-16), 
A. Swan (2), Williams (7-9), R. Wood (1-2), J. Young (19)
* T. Dickeson, C. Laming, H. Smith also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to J. & M. Minchin are sometimes estimates.
Goal kickers:
 P. Burns [18], D. McKay [18], T. Bushell [16], A. Brown [10], W. Docherty [8], H. Purdy [5], 
M. Minchin [4], F. Graves [3], Mitchell [3], J. Page [3], J. Young [3], S. Boyd [2], A. Gibson [2], 
T. O’Connor [2], R. Butler [1], J. Dowdall [1], A. Harper [1], J. Minchin [1], J. Small [1], Williams [1]
New: S. Boyd (Geel/NG), A. Brooks (PM/SM), A. Brown (Northc.), 
R. Butler (PM/Sth. Ball.), C. Clarke (Britannia), J. Dowdall (EH), Dunne (NED), 
A. Gibson (SMJ), R. Kinneburgh (PM/SM), C. Laming (Will.), J. Page (QLD/SM), 
Richardson (Ball.), J. Small (Fitz/PM/Sth. Ball.), A. Swan (APJ)
Departures: R. Bodycombe (Ball.), Boyd (Will.), W. Bushby (Adel, SA, back to, late 8/87), 
A.P. Fyfe (Prah.), W. McKechnie (Carl.), H. Smith (Melb.), Hy Smith (Carl, 6/87)
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South Williamstown
Captain: W.H. Jones
Team: Baldock (1-3), H. Barker (7-17), Barlow (1), Bremner (1-4), G. Bruton (4-8), J. Bruton (5-10), 
H. Claringbould (5-7), J. Clarke (3-8), H. Douglas (2-9), Dowding (1-7), A. Freeth (5-17), 
J. Fribbs (6-18), J. Gill (1-3), J. Guthrie (1-13), R. Hackett (5-18), Hall (1-4), A. Henderson (4-5), 
W.H. Jones (18), Kenny (1-5), F. Liebert (1-8), Lovie (1-3), J. McAlister (1), W. McAlister (12-14), 
T. Morone (1-4), J. Munro (12-18), D. Murray (4-17), J. Orr (7-18), J. Parkes (1), F. Rider (8-16), 
R. Salt (10-18), Sinclair (1), A. Skinner (2-3), H. Skinner (9-17), R. Skinner (1-7), G. Smith (1), 
Sutherland (3-18), J. Sutton (1-7), Walker (2), J. Ward (8-12), H. Wauchope (5-16), 
J. Woods (4-12)
* Busst, Carter, Condah, Docherty, W. Fribbs, Gillett, Hewitt, Jenkins, E. Jones, Marshall, McDonald, McGrath, E. 
Rolley, Townsville & Wilson also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to G. & J. Bruton, & A., H. & R. Skinner are sometimes estimates.
*** Mawdsley named in a squad, but played for Williamstown.
Goal kickers:
 W. McAlister [11], W.H. Jones [6], J. Fribbs [4], J. Munro [2], J. Ward [2], H. Wauchope [2], 
A. Freeth [1], Hall [1], T. Morone [1], J. Orr [1], Skinner [1], H. Skinner [1], Sutherland [1], 
J. Woods [1]
New: Busst (Sandh.), J. Fribbs (Will.), W. Fribbs (Will, July), Lovie (GN),    
T. Morone (NWE), J. Orr (Will.), J. Parkes (Will.), Sinclair (NWE), J. Sutton (Will.), 
Walker (GN/Will.), J. Ward (Will.)
Departures: W. Anderson (Will.), H. Currie (Will.), D. James (Will.), Morgan (Will.)
St Kilda
Captains: A. Crome/A. Smith
Team: W. Aspinwall (7-14), A. Bobardt (5-7), Burgoyne (3-17), R. Christian (4-15), Cobham (1), 
A. Crome (11), Dynon (1-2), W. Evans (2-3), M. Fox (11-17), G. Griffiths (15-18), Harvey (2-5), 
G. Hatch (1-3), J. Heenan (1-2), Henderson (2-9), Hillson (1-9), J. Jackson (4-7), 
B. Keogh (7-16), J. Keogh (1-8), P. Langton (2-10), G. Lavater (11-18), Lynott (6-16), 
J. McPherson (9-17), Mooney (6-15), Munro (11-17), W. Newlands (12-14), Ross (1-4), 
Rushton (1), Scholick (1-8), R. Siddeley (3-8), H. Simpson (1-2), A. Smith (17-18), G. Smith (2), 
M. Smith (6-10), S. Smith (2), W. Stiffe (11-16), A. Stooke (1), Taylor (1-3), H. Terry (13-17), 
Ulbrick (1), Wauchope (2-3), C.G. Wilson (6-17), Windley (3-10), Winter (1-2)
* Brown, Carter, A. Clark, Fiddes, Hemmons, Hunt, Renon, W. Turner, Watson & Wilmott also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to B. & J. Keogh are sometimes estimates.
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Goal kickers:
 G. Griffiths [8], A. Bobardt [5], Munro [5], W. Newlands [4], M. Smith [4], A. Smith [3], 
A. Crome [2], R. Siddeley [2], W. Stiffe [2], W. Aspinwall [1], Burgoyne [1], R. Christian [1], 
Dynon [1], W. Evans [1], J. Jackson [1], G. Lavater [1], Lynott [1], J. McPherson [1], S. Smith [1], 
H. Terry [1], Unknown [2]
New: W. Evans (Sth. St K), Fiddes (SnCr), G. Lavater (Sth. St K), J. McPherson (Prah.), 
C. Wilson (Hb.)
Departures: W. Newlands (Ball, back 18/6)
University
Captain: R.S. Thomson/R. Lewers
Vice Captain: A. Syme
Team: D.J. Bell (9-14), W. Corr (2), G. Cussen (6-7), L. Davies (3-7), E.F. Ellerman (1-6), 
G. Ellerman (4-14), G. Freeman (8-17), Gleeson (1-3), P. Gleeson (6-10), W. Hallows (9-15), 
H. Hayes (1-2), C. Hill (1-3), G. Holtom (2), J. Hope (1-11), W. Hope (5-15), H. Horne (7-16), 
A. Joyce (13-17), F. Joyce (2-9), J. Kelly (1), T. Kennedy (3), J. Kerrigan (1), R. Lewers (9-15), 
M. Linehan (9-17), T. Linehan (2-5), S.F. Mann (3), McDonald (1), R. McLeod (2), 
A. Morrison (1-2), C.N. Morrison (7-16), A. Neill (4-14), Quilter (1), R. Ramsay (3-9), 
E. Robertson (4-9), L. Robinson (6-16), Rocke (2-3), A. Rusden (7-11), W. Schutt (2), 
J. Scott (2-7), Selby (1), Sinclair (1), Smith (1), Stevens (1), E. Strahan (6-15), A. Syme (4-8), 
J.S. Thompson (1), R.S. Thomson (10-11), W. Vance (9-17), Watson (1), W. Wilson (1)
* C. Alsop, Anthony, A. Bell, Crabbe, Crosby, Goldsmith, P. Liddle, Lindsay, Mack, N. McArthur, D. McLean, 
“Nedsure”, Neylon, Nolan, E. Shaw, Sparling, G. Taylor, W. Vale also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to E. & G. Ellerman, J. & W. Hope, A. & F. Joyce, M. & T. Linehan, & A. & J.S. Morri-
son are sometimes estimates.
Goal kickers:
A. Joyce [8], W. Hallows [5], J. Freeman [4], A/D. Bell [3], W. Schutt [3], P. Gleeson [2], H. Horne 
[2], F. Joyce [2], T. Kennedy [2], F. Mann [2], A. Neale [2], D.J. Bell [1], Hope [1], J. Kerrigan [1], 
Linehan [1], R. McLeod [1], Morrison [1], E. Robertson [1], A. Rusden [1], N. Vance [1], 
W. Wilson [1]
New: G. Ellerman (Ess.), W. Hallows (Prah.), H. Hayes (Melb, during season),  
N. McArthur (Geel.), F. Mann (Ball, during season), A. Morrison (Geel.), 
C.N. Morrison (Geel.), R. Ramsay (SC), A. Rusden (Prah, during season), 
McCarthy, McKay & W. Wilson (PM, 1 game as subs v. PM, 24/9)
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Departures: E. Brayshay (Melb.), A. Coulson (Carl.), G. Dammon (Prah.), 
G. Ellerman (During season), E. Robertson (During season)
Williamstown
Captain: M.J. Fitzpatrick/D. McDonald
Vice Captain: D. McDonald/H. Currie
Team: W. Anderson (1), Boyd (5-16), Bradley (2), M. Brennan (5-18), G. Cooper (8-17), 
G. Currie (10-18), H. Currie (12-17), W. Ellis (3-14), M. Fitzpatrick (14-18), W. Fribbs (2-7), 
R. Gibbs (10-17), E. Griffin (5-17), C. Guest (8-16), A. Henderson (3-12), Hernan (2), 
Hood (1), R. James (8-19), J. Kenny (1), J. McDonald (14-17), McKay (1-2), Morgan (5-16), 
T. Peters (15-18), E. Pierce (6-19), J. Reid (12-17), R. Rivett (2-9), A. Saul (2-5), J. Smith (10-17), 
R. Stainer (1), J. Sutton (1-5), J. Tankard (12-17), E. Warren (11-18), J. Warren (2-4), 
E. Williams (12-18), Worroll (1)
* C. Bullock, Deeley, Gleeson, G. Jamieson, Lacey, Lindsay, Mawdsley, McMahon, Vaughan, J. Watchorn, W. 
Wauchope, R. Weatherhead & C. Wells also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 E. Williams [13], E. Warren [9]*, R. Gibbs [6], H. Currie [5], M. Fitzpatrick [5], G. Currie [4], 
T. Peters [4], J. Reid [3], J. Smith [3], J. Tankard [3], G. Cooper [2], C. Guest [2], Morgan [2], 
Hood [1], J. Rivett [1], A. Saul [1], J. Warren [1]
* Some Goals credited to E. Warren may have been scored by J. Warren.
New: W. Anderson (S. Will.), Boyd (SM), G. Cooper (S.Will.), H. Currie (S. Will.), 
C. Guest (Tas.), D. James (S. Will.), Morgan (S. Will.), T. Peters (Hoth.), 
J. Reid (SM), A. Saul (Osb.), J. Tankard (Hoth.), E. Williams (Hoth.)
Departures: J. Fribbs (S. Will.), W. Fribbs (S. Will, July), W.F. Jones (Carl.), C. Laming (SM), 
J. Orr (S. Will.), J. Parkes (Sth. Adel, SA/S. Will.), W.G. Sinclair (Ess.), 
J. Sutton (S. Will.), Walker (S. Will.), J. Ward (S. Will.), A. Worroll (Ess.), 
W. Wyatt (PM)
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Ballarat Teams
Ballarat
Captain: W. Dean    
Vice Captain: W. Graham
Team: Angwin (1-6), J. Bailey (10), S. Bailey (8-9), G. Baker (11-14), G. Ballhausen (1-2), J. Bell (9-11), 
A. Bodycombe (4-6), R. Bodycombe (6-8), J. Brown (6-7), P. Burke (10-13), G. Cairns (14-15), 
Carvan (1), D. Christy (14-15), W. Christy (1), A. Coram (15), J. Couttie (15), W. Crebbin (11-15), 
W. Dean (11-13), J. Dickson (9-12), J. Edmonston (9-10), J. Graham (3), W. Graham (12-14), 
F. Ham (10-15), J. Hewittson (12-15), T. Hood (6-7), Keogh (11-14), J. Manderson (1), 
F. Mann (5-7), Martin (1-2), A. McKay (1-2), McLennan (1-7), W. Newlands (4-5), 
Oldham (13-15), D. Ross (2), H. Webb (5-8)
* G. Benson, Cairns#2, Ford, C. Hyland, H. McGoldrick, O’Brien, Oldham#2 & Shaw also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 A. Coram [15], G. Cairns [7], G. Baker [6], A. Bodycombe [6], J. Couttie [5], D. Christy [4], 
J. Bailey [3], S. Bailey [3], J. Hewittson [3], J. Bell [2], F. Mann [2], W. Crebbin [1], T. Hood [1], 
Keogh [1], McLennan [1], W. Newlands [1], H. Webb [1]
New: J. Bailey (Geel/GGS), S. Bailey (GGS), G. Cairns (Ess/Ball.), 
T. Hood (Ball. Imp, during season), J. Manderson (1884), 
W. Newlands (St K, back to 18/6), D. Ross (Clunes)
Departures: T. Hood (Ball. Imp, July), F. Mann (Univ, during season), Richardson (SM)
Ballarat Imperial
Captain: G. McKenzie
Vice Captain: W. Robertson
Team: W. Dawson (12-14), W. Gardiner (9-14), A. George (5-11), T. George (9-10), Gibson (1), 
A. Gough (13-14), T. Hood (3-5), J. Hosking (11-12), M. Kitz (10-12), M. Lawler (4-7), 
Martin (1-5), G. McKenzie (14), J. McKenzie (1), C. Mitchell (11-14), J. Morden (4), 
J. Roberts (5-9), J. Robertson (2), W. Robertson (11-14), R. Rogers (10-13), T. Rowe (8), 
J. Scott (9-10), T. Sheills (10-14), A. Stewart (7-12), A. Taylor (13-14), P. Thomas (11-14), 
T. Thomas (1), J. Tresize (2-6), N. Wellington (8-14), G. Williams (1-3), A. Wright (5-11), 
J. Young (12-14)
* Graham, Gross, D. Lawson & W. Shand also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to A. & T. George, and P. & T. Thomas are sometimes estimates.
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Goal kickers:
 A. Taylor [12], W. Dawson [9], G. McKenzie [9], C. Mitchell [4], A. Wright [4], J. Roberts [2], 
A. Gough [2], A. George [1], J. Hosking [1], T. Rowe [1], J. Scott [1], W. Robertson [1], 
R. Rogers [1], T. Sheills [1], 
New: J. Morden (Carl. 2/7), J. Scott (Sth. Ball.)
Departures: M. Abrahams (Hoth.), W. Burns (Melb.), T. Hood (Ball, July)
South Ballarat
Captain: J. Hogg
Vice Captain: J. Clinton
Team: J. Anwyl (8-11), J. Brooks (10), Burke (1-2), T. Caldwell (10-12), W. Cleary (12), 
J. Clinton (8-10), A. Connaughton (9-12), F. Doney (12), W. Doney (1), J. Dow (10-11), 
A. Ellingsen (11), C. Greenhalgh (1-3), Henty (1), A. Hintz (7-11), J. Hogg (12), D. Lawson (5-9), 
P. Lynch (7-11), McKay (5-9), D. Montgomery (9-11), W. Moore (12), E. Nicholls (12-13), 
W. Perkins (10-12), W. Quine (9-12), D. Quinn (7-9), W. Thomas (6-10), H. Tobitt (-11), 
C. Vaughan (3-6)
* Hewitt & O’Brien also named in squads.
** Games also counted for April 30 match against Geelong.
Goal kickers:
 W. Moore [20], A. Ellingsen [5], J. Anwyl [4], J. Brooks [4], D. Montgomery [4], E. Nicholls [4], 
A. Connaughton [3], J. Dow [3], J. Hogg [2], W. Cleary [1], J. Clinton [1], Doney [1], F. Doney [1], 
C. Greenhalgh [1], W. Perkins [1], D. Quinn [1], H. Tobitt [1]
Departures: J. Brooks (Melb, late in season), R. Butler (PM), J. Keane (Carl.), 
M. McDonnell (Melb.), J. Scott (Ball. Imp.), T. Ward (Fitz.)
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1887 Season
April 30
Geelong 3. 1  8. 4 8. 4 10. 6
South Ballarat 1. 1 1. 1 2. 2 4. 4
(CO; Att: 2,000-2,500)
*This was considered to be an official senior match in some quarters.
Best
Geelong: C. Hall, Jno. McShane, Tulley, Robertson, Kearney, Jarrett
South Ballarat: Perkins, Hogg, Clinton, Cleary, Dow, Moore
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 3, Kearney 3, Galbraith 2, H. McLean, Jarrett
South Ballarat: Greenhalgh, Moore, Nicholls, Hogg
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 1 2. 3 2. 4 2. 5
Ballarat Imperial 0. 5 1. 5 3. 8 3.11
(SP; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Ballarat: D. Christy, Edmonston, Cairns, Brown, Baker, Ham
Ballarat Imperial: Hosking (bog), Shiells, Robertson, Young, George, Kitz
Goals
Ballarat: Coram, Crebbin
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson 2, Taylor
Non-premiership matches
Carlton 5 v. Brunswick 1
Essendon 5.10 v. Williamstown 0. 4
Fitzroy 7.12 v. Britannia 2.4
Hotham 2.8 v. North Park 1.6
Melbourne 7.10 v. Public Schools 1.3
Prahran 7.13 v. Prahran Juniors 2.1
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Richmond 3.7 v. Port Melbourne 8.12
South Melbourne 5.16 v. Footscray 1.5
South Williamstown 5.11 v. Union Jack 1.6
St Kilda 6.5 v. St Kilda Royals 2. 2
University 10.22 v. South Yarra 1.2 
May 7
Essendon 0. 1 2. 8 2. 9 6.12 
South Will’town 0. 3 0. 4 1.12 1.12
(EMCG; Att: 800-1,200)
Best
Essendon: M. Rout, T. Rout, White, Pender, Caldwell, Worroll
South Will’town: Munro, Salt, Sutton, Henderson, W.H. Jones, Skinner
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 2, Hill, Duffy, Pender, Harvey
South Will’town: Sutherland
Fitzroy 1. 1 3. 3 3. 3 6. 6
Prahran 0. 0 0. 0 0. 2 0. 6
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Maher
Prahran: Reynolds, Farley, Rusden, Green, J. Morehouse, C. Dunn
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Newlands 2, Buckley, Schmidt
Cigars in club colours (Ballarat)
The football cigar is the latest fad, the cigars having the blue and red of South Ballarat, the red and white of 
Ballarat, or the tricolour of the Imperial shown on a paper ring round the cigar. 
Ballarat Courier, 27/7/1887
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   241 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
242
1887 Statistics
Geelong 2. 4 6. 9 6.11 9.18
Richmond 0. 2 1. 5 1. 5 1. 5
(CO; Att: 2,500-3,000)
Best
Geelong: Tulley, McLean, Talbot, J. Pike, Robertson, Gillett
Richmond: Searle, Nuttall, Stewart, Smith, Howarth, Hill
Goals
Geelong: G. Pike 2, Kearney 2, H. McLean, Prosser, T. McShane, Galbraith, Turley
Richmond: Hill
Hotham 2. 3 2. 3 3. 4 4. 4
Footscray 0. 1 0. 2 0. 3 0. 4
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Houston (bog), Abrahams, Morris, Gooley, Johnston 
Footscray: W. Anderson, A. Anderson, Douglas, Stone, Gibson, Slatter
Goals
Hotham: Houston 3, Morris
Melbourne 3. 4 3. 6 7. 9 9. 11
University 0. 1 3. 3 4. 4 6. 6
(FSG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Wiseman, Tuckfield, Dodds, Burns, McDonnell, Griffiths
University: Morrison, Bell, R.S. Thomson, Corr, Joyce, Kerrigan, Mann
Goals
Melbourne: Dodds 3, McDonnell 3, Burns, Baird, Thompson
University: Joyce 2, Mann, Kerrigan, Vance, Hallows
Port Melbourne 2. 2 2. 4 3. 5 5. 8
Williamstown 0. 1 0. 2 0. 3 1. 5
(PMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 2, Morton 2, Wilson
Williamstown: Williams
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South Melbourne 2. 1 5. 4 6. 8 8.12
Ballarat 0. 0 0. 0 1. 0 1. 0
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Smith, Purdy, Docherty, Burns, Small, Bushell
Ballarat: Couttie, Keogh, Graham, Crebbin, Oldham
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns 2, Purdy 2, McKay 2, Graves, Mitchell
Ballarat: Keogh
St Kilda 2. 2 2. 2 3. 3. 7
Carlton 0. 1 3.13 6. 9.23
(St K CG; Att: 1,500)
Best
St Kilda: Terry, A. Smith, Crome, M. Fox, Christian, McPherson
Carlton: Whelan (bog), Maloney, Keane, Hutchinson, McKechnie
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith, Griffiths, Bobardt
Carlton: McIntyre 3, Green 2, Gellatley, Whelan, Hutchinson, Leydin
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 5 2. 9 3.10 5.18
Ballarat Imperial 1. 1 5. 2 5. 6 5. 6
(EO; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Cleary, Hogg, Quinn, Brooks, Doney, Clinton
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Hoskins, George, Scott, Gough, Roberts
The good and the bad
In the first game of the season at St Kilda a correspondent admired the Saints’ new uniforms, and also referred 
to a musical band that was ‘discoursing sweet music during the afternoon, but the effect was somewhat 
marred by the inharmonious tome of a bullock-bell (used to signal quarter and half times), the sound of 
which is sufficient to cause an ache in the region of one’s digestive organs’ The Sportsman, 11/5/1887.
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Goals
South Ballarat: Connaughton 2, Doney, Tobitt, Moore
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson 2, G. McKenzie, Taylor, Mitchell
May 14
Essendon 2. 1 3. 1 5. 7 6.10 
Richmond 0. 0 2. 2 2. 2 2. 3
(EMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Essendon: Caldwell, Worroll, Sadlier, Calder
Richmond: Stewart, Reddan, Minnock, Stephens, Eldridge, Searle
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 3, J. Sadlier, Calder, M. Rout
Richmond: O’Loughlin, Syle
Fitzroy 1.10 4.12 5.15 6.16
University 0. 0 0. 1 1. 2 3. 5
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Brown, Pierce, Ward, Newlands, Muir
University: R.S. Thomson, J. Thompson, Joyce, Mann, Stevens, J. Morrison
Goals
Fitzroy: Madden, Maher, Carroll, Brown, Melling, Worrall
University: Bell, Joyce, Horne
Geelong 2. 3 3. 8 3.13 5.15
Williamstown 0. 1 0. 1 0. 3 0. 3
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Talbot, Jarrett, Kearney, Jno. McShane, P. McShane, T. McShane
Williamstown: Currie, Smith, Gibbs, McDonald, Fitzpatrick, Peters
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane, Jno. McShane, Jarrett, Prosser, E. Scott
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Melbourne 2. 4 4. 5 4. 6 4. 6 
Hotham 1. 1 1. 6 3. 7 5. 8
(MCG; Att: 6-8,000)
Best
Melbourne: Brown (bog), Tuckfield, Bailey, Hallett, Murphy, Burns
Hotham: Houston, Todd, Sykes, Carroll, Morris, Abrahams
Goals
Melbourne: Burns 2, McDonnell, Dodds
Hotham: W.M. Johnston 2, Maloney, Todd, Bean
Port Melbourne 2. 2 4. 9 6.11 11.14 
St Kilda 2. 1 4. 3 4. 4 4. 5
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Morton, Hanneysee, Sharp, Daly, Harper, McKnight
St Kilda: Crome, Griffiths, Lavater, A. Smith, Aspinwall, Stiffe
Goals
Port Melbourne: Morton 3, Poat 2, Hanneysee 2, Taylor 2, Darcy, Decis
St Kilda: M. Smith 2, Bobardt 2
Prahran 0. 0 0. 0 0. 1 0. 4
Carlton 0. 3 0. 7 3. 4.15
(WC; Att: 1,500)
Best
Prahran: Farley, Reynolds, J. Morehouse, Collie, Tobin, Lavelle, 
Carlton: Keane, Cook, Maloney, McIntyre, Whelan, Batters
Goals
Carlton: Maloney, McIntyre, Green, Lyons
South Melbourne 1. 3 2. 5 3. 7 5.14
South Will’town 0. 0 0. 0 1. 0 1. 0
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Elms, Bushell, Brown, O’Connor, Page, McDonald, Small
South Will’town: Munro, Skinner, Baldock, Jones, Hackett, Murray, Salt
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Goals
South Melbourne: Brown 2, O’Connor 2, Bushell
South Will’town: Skinner
In Ballarat
Ballarat 3. 3 3. 5 3. 7 3. 9
South Ballarat 1. 3 1. 6 3.11 3.14
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Dean, Burke, Edmonston, Cairns, Couttie, Brown
South Ballarat: J. Hogg, Tobitt, Cleary, Quinn, Nicholls
Goals
Ballarat: Newlands, Cairns, Coram
South Ballarat: Ellingsen, Anwyl, Clinton
Non-premiership matches
Footscray 1.6 v. Royal Park 1.3
19/5: University Zingari 3.15 v. Hotham 3.5
May 21
Inter-colonial
Victoria 2. 2 2. 4 5. 9 7.15
Tasmania 1. 1 4. 3 4. 5 4. 6
(MCG; Att: 15-18,000)
Best
Victoria: H. Todd, Whelan, Baker, Meader, Houston, Muir, Worroll
Tasmania: Bagley, Williamson, Seabrook, Burn, Cundy, Martin, Edwards
Goals
Victoria: Baker 2, H. Todd 2, Meader, Leydin, Whelan
Tasmania: Ryan, Edwards, Cundy, McLeod
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Victoria
Starting 20
J. Baker (c), W. Batters, W.F. Jones, T. Leydin, W. Strickland, M. Whelan (Carl.), W. Fleming (v-c), W. Meader, 
M. Rout, G. White, A. Worroll (Ess.), G. Hall, J. Muir (Fitz.), R. Houston, W.A. Johnston, G. Sykes, H. Todd, 
W. Wallace (Hoth.), J. Morehouse (Prah.), C. Stephens (Rich.) 
Tasmania
*Colours: Rose, Primrose and Black
Starting 20
T. Bagley, K. Burn, W.H. Cundy (c), J. Dean, A. Edwards, C. Goddard, J. Hall, T. Hebir, G. McGuiness, L. McLeod, 
J. Martin, A. Nicholson, Reid, T.P. Ryan, H. Ryde, A. Seabrook, A. Stewart, G. Vautin, W. Ward, J. Williamson
Senior
Ballarat 1. 1 2. 2 2. 4 3. 4
South Melbourne 1. 0 2. 1 3. 6 4. 9
(SP; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Purdy, Burns, Small, Smith, Elms, Docherty
Goals
Ballarat: McLennan, Bell, Cairns
South Melbourne: Purdy, Bushell, Burns, Docherty
Geelong 3. 1 5. 4  8.10
Port Melbourne 2. 1 2. 3 3. 4. 7
(CO; Att: 3-6,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Jno. McShane, Jarrett, Talbot, Kearney, Robertson
Port Melbourne: Darcy, Decis, Graham, Hanneysee, Layton, McKnight
Goals
Geelong: Galbraith 3, P. McShane 2, T. McShane, G. Pike, H. McLean
Port Melbourne: Morton 3, Taylor
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South Ballarat 2. 3 5. 4 7.10 8.13
St Kilda 0. 2 1. 3 1. 3 2. 5
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat: Cleary, F. Doney, Nicholls, Perkins, Tobitt, Connaughton
St Kilda: Stiffe, Griffiths, Smith, Aspinwall, Lavater, Schollick
Goals
South Ballarat: Ellingson 2, Moore 2, Brookes, Dow, Nicholls, Hogg
St Kilda: Burgoyne, Crome
South Will’town 1. 4 1. 4 2. 8 2. 8
Fitzroy 2. 1 4. 3 4. 6 8. 9
(WCG; Att: 3-500)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Salt, Skinner, Munro
Fitzroy: Pierce, Strachan, Ward, Schmidt, Beggs, Kerrigan
Goals
South Will’town: W.H. Jones 2
Fitzroy: Brown 3, Buckley 2, Worrall, Schmidt, Carroll
Williamstown 3. 5 4. 5 6. 6 6. 6
Melbourne 2. 0 3. 3 3. 5 5.10
(GR; Att: 2-2,500)
Best
Williamstown: Williams, Gibbs, Fitzpatrick, H. Currie, G. Currie, Smith
Melbourne: Tuckfield, Franks, Dodds, Murphy, Ewing, Baird, Griffith
Goals
Williamstown: G. Currie, Peters, Reid, Gibbs, Williams, E. Warren
Melbourne: Dodds 2, Baird, Kelly, Ewing
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Tuesday May 24 (Queen‘s Birthday)
Inter-colonial
Essendon 0. 4 0. 6 1. 6 2. 7
Tasmania 0. 2 2. 2 2. 7 2. 7
(SMCG; Att: 5-10,000)
*Morning Match.
Best
Essendon: M. Rout, T. Rout, Worroll, Meader, Nally, White, Stubbs
Tasmania: Vautin, Cundy, Bagley, Ryan, Seabrook, McLeod, Burn
Goals
Essendon: White, Caldwell
Tasmania: J. Ryan, McLeod
Senior
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 6 1. 6 2. 9
Melbourne 1. 4 1. 4 3.12 3.13
(SP; Att: 5,000)
Best
Ballarat: Edmonston, Couttie, Newlands, Christy, Ross, Baker
Melbourne: Burns, Griffiths, Hallett, Franks, Spooner, Kelly
Goals
Ballarat: Coram, D. Christy
Melbourne: Burns 2, Carnegie
Hotham 0. 5 4. 9 4.11 4.13
Geelong 2. 1 3. 1 4. 5 4. 8
(EMCG; Att: 20-25,000)
Best
Hotham: Todd, Houston, Carroll, Sykes, McInerney, Allan, Alessio
Geelong: Talbot, Galbraith, Robinson, J. McShane, Jarrett, J. McLean
Goals
Hotham: Maloney, Houston, Todd, G. Bradley
Geelong: G. Pike 2, Kearney, H. McLean
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Richmond 0. 0 0. 0 1. 1 1. 3
Carlton 1. 4 4. 5 4. 8 5.11
(RCG; Att: 3-5,000)
*Morning match
Best
Richmond: Syle, Reddan, Smith, J. Stewart, Eldridge, Searle
Carlton: Baker (bog), Whelan, McKechnie, Newton, Jones, Strickland
Goals
Richmond: Stephens
Carlton: Baker 2, M. McInerney, Green, Bragge
South Ballarat 2. 1 3. 3 5. 9 8. 9
Fitzroy 1. 0 1. 3 1. 6 1. 7
(EO; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
South Ballarat: J. Hogg, Cleary, F. Doney, Dow, Montgomery, Connaughton
Fitzroy: Worrall, Ward, Muir, Melling, Burgess, Rapiport
Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 3, Brooks, F. Doney, Anwyl, Dow, Connaughton
Fitzroy: Nathan
Williamstown 3. 2 4. 4 5. 7 5. 8
Ballarat Imperial 1. 1 4. 1 4. 2 5. 3
(GR; Att: 1-3,000)
*Goal rushed out of scrimmage.
Goals
Williamstown: Williams, Reid, Fitzpatrick, Gibbs, E. Warren
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie 2, Kitts, Gough, Unknown*
Non-premiership matches
Bendigo 2.6 v. Port Melbourne 3.8
Kyneton 0.3 v. University 5.7
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Thursday May 26
University 0. 1 0. 2 0. 0. 7
Tasmania 1. 4. 3 5. 6. 6
(UR; Att: 1,000)
Best
University: Cussen, Bell, Mann, Neill, Strahan, Vance, Syme
Tasmania: Cundy, Burns, Goddard, Stewart, Hall, Martin, Bagley
Goals
Tasmania: Hall 2, McLeod, Hebir, Burns, Stuart
May 28
Inter-colonial
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 5 1. 9 4.11
Tasmania 1. 4 3. 5 5.10 5.12
(SP; Att: 5-7,000)
Goals
Ballarat: Couttie 2, Brown, Newlands
Tasmania: Ryan 2, Adkinson, McLeod, McGuiness
Students should step up training
The commentator “Blue and Black” offered advice to the University FC to help improve its play. He provided 
tips for “Playing Together”, “Practice Matches”, “Shepherding”, “Goal Kicking” and the following training 
methods: 
Could not the committee make arrangements for the team to visit a gymnasium once or twice a 
week during the football season? … A horizontal bar should be erected in the reserve for players 
to exercise upon, after practice in the field. More running exercise should be indulged in. After the 
practice matches, the followers should run a few times round the ground, and the place men a few 
short spurts, before leaving the field … The training must be consistent and steady throughout — a 
spasmodic rush of a few days before a match is almost useless.
The Speculum, May, 1887
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Carlton 1. 3 2. 6 5. 7 6.16
Adelaide FC 1. 1 3. 2 3. 2 3. 3
(MCG; Att: 12,000)
Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Strickland, Baker, A. Coulson, Leydin, Keane
Adelaide: Robertson, Stephens, Evan, McIntyre, Roberts, A. King 
Goals
Carlton: A. Coulson 3, Green, Woods, Bloomfield
Adelaide: A. King, McIntyre, Evan
Senior
Geelong 5. 1 6. 3 8. 5 9. 7
Fitzroy 0. 2 2. 5 3.11 3.16
(CO; Att: 2,000-2,500)
Best
Geelong: Jarrett (bog), H. McLean, Tulley, T. McShane, Robinson, G. Pike
Fitzroy: Pierce, Melling, Buckley, Muir, Ward, Page
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 3, Galbraith 2, G. Pike, Tulley, Kearney, H. McLean
Fitzroy: Page, Worrall, Madden
Players’ numbers
For most of the nineteenth century numbers were not used on players’ uniforms, but it was tried in the match 
between Carlton and Adelaide, and this was reported as follows: 
The new system of numbering the players with cards to correspond, which was tried on Saturday 
last [28/5], proved a great convenience to those who wished to identify the players, but were not 
sufficiently acquainted with them to do so without some such assistance. It appears, however, that 
the innovation is not acceptable to the players or at all events, that some of them object to being 
ticketed consequently the unknowing ones among the spectators were left in doubt as to who was 
who.
The Herald, 4/6/1887
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South Will’town 0. 4 2. 7 3. 8 3. 8
Melbourne 2. 3 5. 5 8. 6 13.11
(WCG; Att: 300)
Best
South Will’town: Jones, Munro, Henderson, Barker, Salt, R. Skinner
Melbourne: Tuckfield, Dodds, Franks, Spooner, Griffiths, Edwards 
Goals
South Will’town: Orr, J. Fribbs, H. Skinner
Melbourne: Dodds 4, Burns 4, Millard 2, Strachan, McCrindle, Griffiths 
Williamstown 0. 2 1. 3 1. 4 1. 4
Port Melbourne 1. 0 1. 3 2. 5 4. 6
(GR; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Peters, Tankard, McDonald, Currie, Fitzpatrick
Port Melbourne: Dunne, Hyne, McKnight, Decis, Morton, Hanneysee
Goals
Williamstown: Tankard
Port Melbourne: Morton 2, Hanneysee, Taylor
Non-premiership matches
Bendigo 2.4 v. Essendon 4.12
Kyneton 2.12 v. Footscray 4. 4
Maryborough 4.10 v. Hotham 4.8
Monday May 30
Tasmania 1. 6 3. 7 7.11 13.14
Adelaide FC 2. 1 3. 4 3. 5 3. 6
(MCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Tasmania: Nicholson, McLeod, Bagley, Edwards, Williamson, Goddard
Adelaide: Pettinger, Everett, Roberts, A. King, McIntyre, Stephens
Goals
Tasmania: Ward 4, McLeod 3, Edwards 2, Ryan, Goddard, Hall, Adkinson
Adelaide: R. Stephens, Darling, A. King
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Tuesday May 31
Fitzroy 2. 4 4. 6 5. 7 5. 7
Adelaide FC 0. 3 1. 4 1. 5 2. 8
(FCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Pierce, Page, Carroll, Ward, Maher, Hall
Adelaide: Hamilton, McIntyre, Everett, Evan, Mackie, Darwin
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Madden, Carroll, Maher
Adelaide: Tippett, Hall
Ladder at the end of May*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 6 5 1 0 45 16
Carlton 3 3 0 0 18 4
South Melbourne 3 3 0 0 17 5
Port Melbourne 4 3 0 1 24 14
Melbourne 5 3 0 2 34 22
Fitzroy 5 3 0 2 24 22
Hotham 3 2 1 0 13 8
South Ballarat 5 2 2 1 28 21
Essendon 2 2 0 0 12 3
Ballarat Imperial 2 1 1 0 8 7
Williamstown 5 1 1 3 14 24
Ballarat 5 0 1 4 11 21
Footscray 1 0 0 1 0 4
University 2 0 0 2 9 15
Prahran 2 0 0 2 0 10
Richmond 3 0 0 3 4 20
St Kilda 3 0 0 3 9 28
South Will’town 4 0 0 4 7 32
*Premiership matches.
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Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
T. Dodds (Melb.) 10
W. Morton (PM) 10 
W. Burns (Melb.) 9
T. McShane (Geel.) 9 
J. Galbraith (Geel.) 8
Wednesday June 1 
Melbourne 1. 1 1. 5 2. 7 3.10
Tasmania 1. 2 1. 8 2. 8 2. 8
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Baird, Griffith, Kelly, Brown, Bailey, Tuckfield
Tasmania: Vautin, Burn, Bagley, Seabrook, Edwards, Stuart
Goals
Melbourne: Carnegie, Strachan, Brown
Tasmania: T. Ryan, Burn
Thursday June 2
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 2    2. 4
Adelaide FC 3. 5 4. 7  11. 9
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: B. Keogh, J. Keogh, Griffiths, A. Smith, Stiffe, Crome
Adelaide: Robertson, Hall, Everett, Darwent, King, Pettinger
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith 2
Adelaide: Stephens 3, Darling 2, Darwent 2, Mole, Phillips, Pettinger, Hall
June 4
Inter-colonial
South Ballarat 1. 5 1. 5 1. 7 2. 9
Adelaide FC 1. 1 2. 4 3. 5 3. 7
(EO; Att: 5,000)
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Goals
South Ballarat: Ellingson, Moore
Adelaide: Stephens 2, McIntyre
Senior
Essendon 1. 2 2. 3 3. 3 3. 4 
Hotham 0. 1 1. 1 2. 3 3. 6
(EMCG; Att: 5-10,000)
Best
Essendon: Pender, T. Rout, Harvey, Stewart, Stubbs, M. Rout, Gillett
Hotham: Houston (bog), Todd, Carroll, Sykes, W.A. Johnston
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 2, T. Rout
Hotham: Carroll 2, W.M. Johnston
Melbourne 2. 1 2. 2 3. 4 4. 7
Geelong 2. 3 4. 5 5. 7 7. 8
(MCG; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: Tuckfield, Bailey, Griffith, Wiseman, Brown, McCrindle
Geelong: H. McLean, Talbot, McLean, Foote, Galbraith, P. McShane
Goals
Melbourne: McCrindle 2, Dodds, Wiseman
Geelong: P. McShane 2, G. Pike, Talbot, Tulley, Galbraith, Groves
Port Melbourne 2. 3 2. 3 2. 7 2. 7
Carlton 1. 1 1. 5 2. 6 4.12
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Decis, Hanneysee, McKnight, W. Sharp, Darcy, Hyne
Carlton: Cook, Baker, Hems, Keane, Strickland, Whelan
Goals
Port Melbourne: W. Sharp, Hyne
Carlton: Baker 2, Hems, Green
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Prahran 3. 4 4. 4 5. 9 6.10
Footscray 0. 0 1. 3 2. 4 3. 4
(WC)
Best
Prahran: J. Morehouse (bog), Collie, O’Connor, Lavelle, Gardiner
Footscray: Anderson, Cameron, T. Carlton, Schoman, Copplestone
Goals
Prahran: Collie 3, O’Connor, J. Morehouse, Reynolds
Footscray: Copplestone 2, T. Carlton
South Melbourne 0. 0 2. 4 3. 7 3. 8 
Fitzroy 1. 0 2. 1 3. 2 3. 3
(SMCG; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Graves, Burns, Bushell, McDonald, J. Minchin, Mitchell
Fitzroy: Worrall, Melling, Pierce, Page, Hall, Muir, Ward
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell, J. Minchin, Graves
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Pierce
South Will’town 1. 2 2. 2 4. 4. 6
University 1. 4 1. 6 1. 2. 7
(WCG)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, W. McAlister, Munro
Goals
South Will’town: W. McAlister 4
University: Hallows, Mann
The popular bookmaker
Betting on football was a favourite past time, but there were limits. At the MCG when Melbourne met Geelong 
a bookmaker started calling for bets during the game and was promptly ejected from the ground.
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Williamstown 1. 2 3. 5 4. 6 5. 7
Richmond 2. 0 2. 0 3. 0 4. 0
(GR; Att: 1,200)
*Goal scorer could be H. not G. Currie
Best
Williamstown: Peters, Smith, Griffin, Tankard, Williams, Currie
Richmond: Syle, Harper, Reddan, Owen
Goals
Williamstown: Williams 2, G. Currie, Rivett, Guest*
Richmond: Boyd 2, Hill 2
Non-premiership matches
St Kilda 4.11 v. Southern Cross 0.5
Tuesday June 7
Geelong 1. 4 2. 4 3. 4. 9
Adelaide FC 2. 4. 5 4. 5 4. 5
(CO; Att: 500-1,100)
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean 2, Galbraith, T. McShane
Adelaide: Stephens 2, Darling, McIntyre
June 11
Ballarat Imperial 1. 4 2. 8 4.13 6.14
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 1. 0
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Stewart, Hosking, G. McKenzie, W. Robertson
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Gough 2, Mitchell 2, George, Taylor
Williamstown: Morgan
Carlton 5. 2 8. 6 8. 8 9.12
Geelong 1. 0 1. 0 4. 1 5. 1
(MCG; Att: 14-20,000)
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Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Baker, Maloney, Cook, Smith, McKechnie
Geelong: Kearney, Hickinbotham, Talbot, Robertson, J. McLean
Goals
Carlton: A. Coulson 3, Baker 2, Green 2, Berry, Woods
Geelong: T. McShane 2, Galbraith, Talbot, P. McShane
Essendon 1. 0 2. 1 4. 1 4. 2
South Melbourne 1. 1 3. 2 4. 3 5. 3
(EMCG; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Essendon: Desailly, Fleming, M. Rout, Gillett, T. Rout, Meader
South Melbourne: Docherty (bog), McKay, Purdy, Hill, Brown, Burns, Boyd
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 2, Nolan, Meader
South Melbourne: McKay 3, Brown 2
Fitzroy 1. 3 3. 3 3. 3 3. 3
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2 1. 3. 4
(FCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Page, Kerrigan, Hall, Ward
Melbourne: Griffith, King, Tuckfield, McKenzie, Wiseman, Kelly
Goals
Fitzroy: Schmidt 2, Page
Melbourne: Burns, Wiseman, Brown
Port Melbourne 1. 1 2. 2 3. 4 4. 6
Hotham 1. 1 2. 4 3. 5 3. 5
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: F. McKnight, Decis, Hanneysee, Harper, Darcy, Graham
Hotham: Carroll, Houston, Alessio, Todd, W.M. Johnston, W.A. Johnston
Goals
Port Melbourne: Darcy 2, Morton, Munro
Hotham: Houston, Maloney, Carroll
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Richmond 1. 1. 6 2. 2.12
Footscray 0. 0 1. 1 2. 1 2. 1
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Stephens, Banner, Smith, Waller, Smith, Hill
Footscray: T. Cameron (bog), Brown, Huggins, Anderson, Slatter, Randall
Goals
Richmond: Waller, Hill
Footscray: T. Carlton, Randall
South Will’town 0. 2 2. 2  3. 5
Prahran 2. 3 2. 4  3. 9
(WCG; Att: 300)
Best
South Will’town: Jones, Clarke, Munro, Rider, Skinner, McAlister
Prahran: J. Morehouse, A. Morehouse, Collie, Baillie, Green, Farley
Goals
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Fribbs, W. McAlister
Prahran: O’Connor, Ham, Collie
St Kilda 2. 0 4. 1 4. 3 5.10
University 1. 1 2. 1 3. 3 3. 4
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Smith, Crome, Fox, Terry, Stiffe, Mooney, Keogh
University: Syme, McLeod, Freeman, Robertson, Morrison, Bell
Goals
St Kilda: M. Smith 2, Griffiths, Bobardt, Aspinwall
University: Joyce, Morrison, Robertson
June 18
Essendon 1. 2 2. 4 5. 5 6. 5 
Melbourne 0. 3 0. 6 0. 7 2. 9
(EMCG; Att: 6,000)
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Best
Essendon: Worroll (bog), Caldwell, Meader, Stafford, Desailly, Sinclair
Melbourne: King, Brown, Griffith, Dodds, Bailey, Strachan
Goals
Essendon: Sinclair 2, Pender, Caldwell, Angwin, White
Melbourne: Carnegie, Dodds
Geelong 1. 2 4. 5 8. 6 8. 7
South Melbourne 3. 0 3. 6 3. 7 5. 9
(CO; Att: 8,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, H. McLean, Jarrett, Steedman, Galbraith, Talbot
South Melbourne: Purdy, Burns, Mitchell, Elms, M. Minchin, Young, Page
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 3, Groves, H. McLean, Steedman, Hickinbotham, Galbraith
South Melbourne: Brown 2, Bushell, Burns, Mitchell
Hotham 3. 1 5. 3 5. 3 5. 4
Carlton 1. 5 2. 5 6. 7 6. 7
(HRR; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Hotham: Houston (bog), Sykes, Todd, Morris, Carroll, Wallace, 
Carlton: Strickland, Baker, Cook, Jones, Green, McKechnie
Goals
Hotham: Carroll 2, G. Bradley, Gibson, Todd
Carlton: Green 4, McKechnie, Baker
The “barracker”
It was reported that any decent “barracker” ‘is quite an outsider if he cannot call every man of his revered 
twenty by his first name, and recognize him almost by the glimpse of a bootlace’ The Age, 7/5/1887.
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Port Melbourne 0. 2 0. 3 1. 6 1. 7
Fitzroy 1. 2 2. 4 2. 5 2. 8
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hyne, Harper, Sharp, Decis
Fitzroy: Pierce, Elliott, Kerrigan, Strachan, Hall, Melling
Goals
Port Melbourne: Layton
Fitzroy: Newlands, Brown
Richmond 1. 2 2. 2 2. 2. 7  
South Will’town 0. 0 1. 3 1. 2. 3
(RCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Will’town: W. McAlister, W.H. Jones, Salt, Munro
Goals
Richmond: Syle, Lee
South Will’town: W. McAlister, Munro
St Kilda 0. 1 3. 2 4. 4 4. 5
Prahran 1. 4 2. 5 2. 7 3. 9
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
St Kilda: Bobardt, Fox, Crome, Keogh, Burgoyne, A. Smith
Prahran: C. Dunn, Lorraine, Gardiner, Lockett, J. Morehouse, Collie
Port Melbourne fans play up
The Port crowd had a bad reputation and was extremely frustrated during their team’s match against Fitzroy. 
The umpire was the object of its animosity, and his decisions 
Gave rise to several reprehensible expressions of feeling, and his retirement from the ground was 
marked by a most unseemly outburst of hooting by the more undesirable section of the crowd. 
Blackguardism of this kind will only degrade the game.
Australasian, 25/6/1887
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Goals
St Kilda: Jackson, Bobardt, Griffiths, A. Smith
Prahran: Baillee, Ham, Reynolds
Williamstown 1. 6 1. 7 1. 8 2. 8
Footscray 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0
(GR; Att: 1,000)
Best
Williamstown: Reid, James, Tankard, Gibbs, Fitzpatrick, H. Currie
Footscray: Anderson, Slatter, T. Cameron, Gibson, Huggins, Matthews
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs, H. Currie
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 3 1. 8 3. 8 3.13
Ballarat Imperial 3. 1 3. 3 4. 5 4. 6
(SP; Att: 7,000)
Goals
Ballarat: Baker, D. Christy, Cairns
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Shiells, Dawson, Taylor
Monday June 20
Non-premiership — Jubilee matches
Hotham 4.3 v. Geelong 6.9
Union Jack 3.6 v. Prahran 4.9
Tuesday June 21
Non-premiership — Jubilee matches
Ballarat 13.10 v. University 0.2
Fitzroy 2.4 v. South Ballarat 3.7
Melbourne 2.4 v. Carlton 5.13
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Port Melbourne 7.11 v. Ballarat Imperial 3.2
Williamstown 4 v. Richmond 4
June 25
Carlton 2. 2 2. 4 2. 4 2. 4
South Melbourne 0. 2 0. 3 2. 3 2. 4
(MCG; Att: 16,000*)
*13,000 paid for admittance.
Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Strickland, Baker, Cook, A. Coulson, Jones
South Melbourne: M. Minchin, Mitchell, Young, Purdy, Burns, Boyd, Gibson 
Goals
Carlton: Gellatley, A. Coulson
South Melbourne: Burns, Purdy
Essendon 0. 2 1. 4 1. 4 1. 6
Geelong 0. 1 1. 2 1. 2 1. 2
(EMCG; Att: 2,500)
Best
Essendon: M. Rout, T. Rout, Gillett, Buncle, Stubbs, White, Harvey
Geelong: Galbraith, Steedman, McLean, Boyd, Douglass, Robinson
Goals
Essendon: Harvey
Geelong: T. McShane
Fitzroy 0. 3 2. 8 2. 3.18
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 0 0. 2 0. 4
(FCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Pierce, Melling, Kerrigan, Carroll, Muir
St Kilda: Hillson, Windley, Terry, Griffiths, Newlands, Crome
Goals
Fitzroy: Muir, Cotter, Melling
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Footscray 0. 0 1. 2 1. 2 2. 5
Ballarat Imperial 2. 3 2. 7 4. 7 4. 7
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Huggins, Nairn, Anderson, Slatter, O’Halloran
Goals
Footscray: T. Carlton 2
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie 4
Richmond 0. 4 0. 7 1. 9 2.14
Prahran 0. 0 1. 2 1. 2 4. 2
(RCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Richmond: Syle, Stewart, Stephens, Eldridge, G. Smith, Hill, Reddan
Prahran: J. Morehouse, Lorraine, O’Connor, Fyfe, Collie, Farley, Little
Goals
Richmond: O’Laughlin, Hill
Prahran: J. Morehouse, O’Connor, Collie, W. Lorraine
University 1. 1 1. 1 2. 2. 3
South Will’town 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1. 4
(UR)
Best
University: Freeman, Syme, Bell, Joyce, Linehan, Cussen
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Clarke, Munro, Douglas, Smith, McAlister
Goals
University: Hallows, Freeman
South Will’town: Ward
Williamstown 3. 0 3. 0 5. 0 6. 1
Ballarat 0. 1 0. 4 1. 5 1. 5
(GR; Att: 1,000)
Best
Williamstown: Tankard, Fitzpatrick, Peters, Reid, Ellis, H. Currie
Ballarat: Dean, Bodycombe, Burke, Bailey, Couttie, D. Christy
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Goals
Williamstown: Fitzpatrick, H. Currie, Morgan, Tankard, Williams, Smith
Ballarat: Coram
Non-premiership matches
Hotham: Tasmanian tour
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a
Carlton 7 6 1 0 39 18
Ballarat Imperial 5 4 1 0 22 13
Geelong 10 7 2 1 66 36
South Melbourne 7 4 2 1 32 22
Fitzroy 9 5 2 2 35 29
Essendon 6 3 2 1 26 14
Williamstown 9 4 1 4 28 35
Port Melbourne 7 4 0 3 31 23
Melbourne 8 3 1 4 43 38
South Ballarat 5 2 2 1 28 21
Hotham 6 2 2 2 24 21
Prahran 6 2 1 3 16 22
St Kilda 6 2 0 4 18 37
South Will’town 8 1 2 5 17 41
University 5 1 0 4 16 25
Richmond 7 0 2 5 14 33
Footscray 5 0 1 4 7 18
Ballarat 7 0 1 6 15 31
Ballarat Imperial’s training regimen
Training was almost a pleasurable pastime for this Ballarat club: 
The Imperialists … have been going in greatly for gymnastics during the week. Hard skipping is 
one of their favourite practices, which they indulge in at their comfortable trysting place, the City 
Fire Brigade. Then members of the team do twice around the block at a good bat. These are just 
the exercises needed for such weather, when the wet prevents out-door exercises.
The Ballarat Courier, 17/6/1887.
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Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
T. McShane (Geel.) 15 
T. Dodds (Melb.) 12 
J. Galbraith (Geel.) 11 
W. Green (Carl.)  11 
W. Morton (PM)  11
July 2
Ballarat Imperial 1. 0 2. 1 3. 2 3. 4
Geelong 0. 1 0. 1 0. 1 0. 2
(EO; Att: 3-6,000)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Robertson, G. McKenzie, Hosking, Gough, Rowe, P. Thomas
Geelong: Robertson (bog), Talbot, Hickinbotham, J. McLean, Foote, Galbraith
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Taylor, Wright, Dawson
Carlton 2. 4 3. 7 4. 7 4. 9
Port Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3 2. 4 2. 6
(MCG; Att: 2-10,000)
Best
Carlton: Jones (bog), Maloney, Strickland, Smith, Baker, Leydin, Cook
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Decis, Harper, McKay, Morton, Vine, Dunne
Goals
Carlton: Gellatley 2, Berry, Green
Port Melbourne: Morton 2
South Melbourne 2. 2 3. 7 6.10 7.14
Prahran 0. 0 1. 2 1. 2 1. 2
(SMCG; Att: 1-1,500)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Young, M. Minchin, Docherty, Bushell, Purdy
Prahran: J. Morehouse, McPherson, Collie, Reynolds, Green, Lockett
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Goals
South Melbourne: Brown 2, M. Minchin, Young, Butler, Bushell, McKay
Prahran: O’Connor
St Kilda 1. 0 2. 3 3. 4 3. 4
South Will’town 0. 0 0. 0 1. 1 1. 2
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Newlands, Crome, A. Smith, Stiffe, Griffiths, Terry
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Barker, W. McAlister, Freeth, Salt, Skinner
Goals
St Kilda: Dynon, Lynott, Newlands
South Will’Town: W. McAlister
University 1. 2 1. 3 2. 4 2. 5
Footscray 0. 0 0. 2 0. 2 1. 3
(UR)
Best
University: R.S. Thomson, M. Linehan, T. Linehan, Vance, Joyce, J. Bell
Footscray: Carlton, Huggins, Carlton, Minnock, Anderson, Anderson
Goals
University: Rusden, J. Bell
Footscray: Pike
Fitzroy v. Essendon; Richmond v. Melbourne*
*Postponed due to rain.
Non-premiership matches
Williamstown 5.2 v. Rowing Club 0.6
6/7: Maryborough 1.7 v. Geelong 5.10
Hotham: Tasmanian tour
July 9
Essendon 2. 1 2. 2 4. 3 4. 5 
Port Melbourne 0. 2 1. 5 1. 5 1. 6
(EMCG; Att: 4-5,000)
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Best
Essendon: T. Rout, M. Rout, Worroll, Gillett, Fleming, White, Stubbs
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Layton, Daly, Hanneysee, McKay, Hyne, Dunne
Goals
Essendon: Woods 2, Buncle, Worroll
Port Melbourne: McKnight
Fitzroy 1. 2 3. 2 4. 5 4. 9
South Will’town 0. 0 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Maher, Ward, Elliott, Kerrigan, Carroll
South Will’town: Wauchope, Jones, Murray, Barker, Rider, Bruton
Goals
Fitzroy: Schmidt, Carroll, Brown, Rapiport
Melbourne 0. 5 0. 6 0. 6 0. 6
South Melbourne 0. 0 0. 2 0. 5 0. 8
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, King, Bailey, Tuckfield, W. Burns, Harper, Fox
South Melbourne:  Burns, Young, Butler, Graves, Docherty, McDonald, Elms 
Prahran 0. 0 0. 2 1. 5 1. 6
University 0. 2 0. 4 1. 5 2. 5
(SMCG; Att: 500)
Best
Prahran: C. Dunn, A. Morehouse, Green, Baillee, Stewart, Collie
University: R.S. Thomson, Linehan, Cussen, Bell, Strahan, Hallows
Goals
Prahran: Baillee
University: Bell, Hallows
Richmond 1. 0 4. 1 4. 4.11
St Kilda 1. 3 1. 4 1. 4 2. 5
(RCG)
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Best
Richmond: Stewart, Eldridge, Dunne, Syle, Reddan, Martin
St Kilda: Munro, Griffiths, Newlands, A. Smith, Lavater, Crome
Goals
Richmond: Hill, Morton, Reddan, Syle
St Kilda: Munro, Griffiths
Williamstown 2. 0 4. 3 4. 3 5. 4
Hotham 0. 4 2. 4 4. 6 5. 6
(GR; Att: 2-2,500)
Best
Williamstown: H. Currie, G. Currie, Gibbs, Morgan, Boyd, Fitzpatrick
Hotham: Todd, Christian, Sykes, Gibson, Houston
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs 2, H. Currie, Williams, G. Currie
Hotham: Christian 2, W.M. Johnston, Houston, Gibson
In Ballarat
Ballarat 3. 0 4. 1 4. 4 4. 4
South Ballarat 0. 3 3. 3 4. 4 5. 7
(EO)
Best
Ballarat: J. Bailey, Baker, Cairns, Brown
Goals
Ballarat: S. Bailey 2, Mann, Baker
South Ballarat: Moore 2, Anwyl, Ellingsen, Brooks
Non-premiership matches
Bendigo 2. 3 v. Geelong 7.13
Footscray 0.2 v. North Park (23) 5.5
Carlton: Adelaide tour
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July 16
Geelong 1. 1 4. 3 5. 6 7.12
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 1. 1 1. 1 2. 1
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Foote (bog), Robertson, Hickinbotham, Sykes, Talbot, Hall
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie (bog)
Goals
Geelong: G. Pike 2, Foote 2, Bannister, Groves, Kearney
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Taylor
Hotham 2. 2. 5 7. 7. 6
St Kilda 0. 1. 5  2.10
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Houston, Todd, Carroll, Sykes, Morris
St Kilda: A. Smith, Aspinwall, Terry, Lavater, G. Smith, Newlands
Goals
Hotham: Abrahams 3, Morris, Houston, McInerney, Todd
St Kilda: Unknown
Melbourne 1. 0 1. 1 2. 4 2. 8
Fitzroy 2. 0 3. 2 3. 2 4. 4
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Harper, Hallett, Kelly, King, Wiseman, Spooner, Burns
Fitzroy: Worrall, Newlands, Muir, Shearwood, Maher, Millard
Broken agreement
For misbehaving after a match in 1886 Hotham’s “Dutchy” Peters, Joey Tankard and Eddie Williams were 
cleared to Williamstown. As part of the deal Williamstown consented not to play them against their old club, 
but immediately broke this agreement.
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Goals
Melbourne: Griffith, Franks
Fitzroy: Maher 2, Brown, Worrall
South Melbourne 2. 1 3. 2 4. 5 5. 5
Port Melbourne 1. 2 1. 7 2. 8 2. 9
(SMCG; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Young, Matthews, Hill, Purdy, Bushell, Minchin
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Hanneysee, J. Sharp, W. Sharp, Graham, Daly
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell 3, M. Minchin, Williams
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight
University  0. 1. 2 1. 2 1. 2
Richmond  1. 2 1. 2 4. 4.11
(UR)
Best
University: R.S. Thomson, A. Joyce, F. Joyce, M. Linehan, Strahan, Rusden
Richmond: Stewart, Reddan, O’Loughlin, Smith, Hill, Dunne
Goals
University: Joyce
Richmond: O’Loughlin 2, Dunne, Hill
Williamstown 2. 0 3. 4 6. 7 8. 7
Prahran 0. 0 0. 5 0. 6 0. 8
(GR; Att: 600)
Reporting the good with the bad
The new press box at the South Melbourne CG was much appreciated by a scribe who stated that it was 
superior to the press box at the East Melbourne CG, which 
in lieu of the present loose-box that does duty, for which they might, perhaps, get a price at the 
Zoological-Gardens as a ‘possum-roost’.” Later in the game he complained after “Minchin tried a 
flying shot for goal with a successful result, amid loud cheers and the crashing of a brass band in 
the immediate vicinity of the press-box, a most undesirable accompaniment to a reporter.
Australasian, 23/7/1887.
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Best
Williamstown: Gibbs, Boyd, Peters, Currie, Tankard, Currie
Prahran: Lorraine, Green, Lockett, Little, Collie, Gardiner
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren 2, Guest, Williams, Cooper, Tankard, Smith, Gibbs
Non-premiership matches
Carlton: Adelaide tour
Non-premiership matches
Essendon: Victorian country tour
July 23
Fitzroy 0. 0 0. 0 1. 3 1. 4
Port Melbourne 0. 1 1. 4 1. 6 1. 7
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Hall, Millard, Worrall, Kerrigan, Elliott, Maher
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Daly, Dunne, Harper, Sharp, McKnight
Goals
Fitzroy: Newlands
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee
Carlton: a strong combination
When playing in Adelaide during Carlton’s 1887 tour of that city, a local journalist described the premier’s 
style of play, which was based on long kicking and strength, rather than Geelong’s deft short and medium-
range passing game:
The Carltons almost entirely ignore the little marking game, and seldom make use of it save in the 
ruck and on goal … the leather was passed from one end of the ground to the other on more than 
one occasion in three kicks. Each time the leather, although kicked zig-zag from the centre to the 
wing, and back, was cleverly marked, reaching the goal sneak … The handball of the visitors is 
also very effective … and the men are so nimble on their feet … The followers are a sturdy lot, 
and if weight goes for anything our teams will make only a moderate show in the ruck, unless they 
considerably increase the poundage of the following’s contingents. 
“Follower” of The South Australian Chronicle, 16/7/1887.
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Geelong 0. 1 3. 4 3. 8 4.10
St Kilda 0. 1 0. 1 1. 2 1. 6
(CO)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Fox, Griffiths, Wilson, Stiffe, Chrome
Goals
Geelong: Brownlow 2, Talbot, H. Steedman
St Kilda: Stiffe
Melbourne 3. 1 3. 2 4. 5 4. 5
Carlton 0. 1 4. 3 5. 3 5.12
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Robinson, Griffith, Murphy, Spooner, Harper, Tuckfield
Carlton: Cook, Keane, Gellatley, Bloomfield, Leydin, Smith, Batters
Goals
Melbourne: McCrindle 2, Murphy, Griffith
Carlton: Gellatley 2, Hutchinson, A. Coulson, Green
Prahran 3. 7 3. 7 3.14 3.14
South Will’town 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1 1. 6
(WC)
Best
Prahran: C. Dunn, Lorraine, J. Dunne, Collie, J. Morehouse, Baillee
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Rider, Bruton, Clarke, Wauchope, McAlister
Goals
Prahran: J. Morehouse 2, Collie
South Will’town: W. McAlister
Richmond 2. 5 3. 8 4.11 5.16
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 2 1. 2 1. 2
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: J. Stewart, Stephens, Reddan
Williamstown: McDonald, Pierce, Cooper
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Goals
Richmond: Morton 3, Boyd, Reddan
Williamstown: Cooper
South Melbourne 2. 3 2. 5 2. 8 4.10
Hotham 1. 1 3. 1 3. 2 4. 3
(SMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Docherty, McKay, Purdy, Bushell, Elms
Hotham: Wallace, Houston, Carroll, Todd, W.M. Johnston
Goals
South Melbourne: McKay 2, Brown, Page
Hotham: McInerney 2, W.M. Johnston, Todd
Footscray v. University (WO) Postponed* 
*Due to poor condition of the ground.
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 2 2. 7 3. 9 5.10
Ballarat Imperial 2. 1 2. 3 3. 3 4. 4
(SP)
Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 2, Montgomery 2, Dow
Ballarat Imperial: Hosking, Taylor, Dawson, Unknown
Non-premiership matches
Essendon: Victorian country tour
July 30
Carlton 1. 2 4. 4 5. 4 5. 6
Hotham 0. 2 0. 4 0. 5 1. 5
(MCG)
Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Whelan, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, Leydin
Hotham: Houston (bog), Todd, Morris, Christian, Lang, Johnston
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Goals
Carlton: A. Coulson 2, McKechnie, Berry, Whelan
Hotham: Christian
Footscray 1. 7 1. 9 2.12 2.12
Prahran 0. 0 1. 4 1. 4 2. 9
(WO; Att: 200)
Best
Footscray: A. Anderson, W. Anderson, Cameron, Pike, Brown, Thompson
Prahran: Lockett, Lorraine, Little, Green, Hancey, Baillee
Goals
Footscray: Landers, Pike
Prahran: J. Morehouse, O’Connor
Geelong 1. 2 3. 3 3. 4 5. 8
University 1. 2 1. 2 1. 2 1. 3
(CO)
Goals
Geelong: Boyd, Steedman, R. Reid, Blunt, Hall
University: P. Gleeson
Melbourne 2. 3 3. 3 3. 3 3. 3
Essendon 0. 3  0. 9 0. 9 1.12
(FSG; Att: 3-600)
Goals
Melbourne:   Burns, Garton, Everett
Essendon: T. Rout
Richmond 2. 1 2. 1 2. 3 2. 3
Fitzroy 0. 0 2. 1 2. 1 2. 3
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Reddan, Eldridge, Morton, Stephens, Stewart, Burwood
Fitzroy: Worrall, Millard, Muir, Newlands, Maher, Ward, McRaile
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Goals
Richmond: Morton 2
Fitzroy: Worrall, Maher
South Melbourne 0. 1 0. 2 1. 4 3. 7
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 2 0. 2 0. 2
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Purdy, Minchin, Docherty, Butler, Burns, Page
Williamstown: Reid, McDonald, Cooper, Henderson, James, Peters
Goals
South Melbourne: Page 2, Purdy
South Will’town 0. 4 0. 4 0. 6 0. 7
Port Melbourne 0. 0 1. 1 1. 1 2. 4
(WCG; Att: 400)
Best
South Will’town: Claringbould, Barker, Bruton, Rider, W.H. Jones, Ward, Orr
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Decis, Laming, Doran, Vine, Harper
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hyne, Parry
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 0. 3 0. 4 0. 4 0. 8
Ballarat 1. 6 2. 9 4.12 4.12
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Robertson, Hosking, Young, Gough
Ballarat: J. Bailey, Hood, Cairns, Manderson
Goals
Ballarat: Coram, J. Bailey, Cairns, Couttie
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Ladder at the end of July
 p w d l f a
Carlton 10 9 1 0 53 25
South Melbourne 12 7 4 1 51 29
Geelong 14 10 2 2 82 43
Fitzroy 13 7 4 2 46 34
South Ballarat 7 4 2 1 38 29
Essendon 8 4 2 2 31 18
Ballarat Imperial 9 5 1 3 31 29
Hotham 10 3 4 3 41 37
Williamstown 13 5 2 6 42 48
Port Melbourne 12 5 1 6 39 37
Melbourne 12 4 2 6 52 48
Richmond 11 3 3 5 29 39
Prahran 11 3 2 6 23 42
University 9 3 0 6 22 36
St Kilda 10 3 0 7 26 53
South Will’town 12 1 2 9 19 50
Ballarat 9 1 1 7 23 36
Footscray 7 0 2 5 10 22
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
T. McShane (Geel.) 15
W. Green (Carl.) 13 
W. Morton (PM) 13
August 6
Essendon 1. 1 1. 8 1. 8  1. 9
Carlton 0. 3 0. 5 2.14 4.17
(EMCG)
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Best
Essendon: White, M. Rout, T. Rout, Meader, Buncle, Gillett, Stubbs
Carlton: Whelan, Cook, Batters, Strickland, Hutchinson, Coulson 
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell
Carlton: Hutchinson, Green, A. Coulson, Baker
Fitzroy 2. 0 3. 5 5. 8 5.11
Hotham 1. 3 1. 5 1. 7 3. 8
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, McRaile, Ward, Carroll, Rapiport, Schmidt
Hotham: Todd, Carroll, McInerney, Maloney, Johnston, Abrahams
A big crowd at the East Melbourne cricket ground
A scribe visited the East Melbourne Cricket Ground to watch the contest between Carlton and Essendon. He 
made numerous onservations about the crowd, including the following: 
The East Melbourne ground had never been more closely packed … and every square foot of open 
ground that would bear the weight of a man had a man or a woman or a child for an occupant … 
it was a free-swearing and slangy sort of crowd; that the “native” twang predominated; that there 
were frequent expressions of “S’elp me,” sure indication of low moral or intellectual status; and a 
too common adjuration of the third person of the Trinity - an oath that should be confined solely 
to men-of-warsmen, who drink rum out of pannikins, and send up thunderous voices from their 
tanned or hairy throats. But it is, above all things, a knowledgeable crowd. If you know not the play 
or the players you will be utterly bewildered by the jargon of drop kicks and free kicks, and passes, 
and runs, and the free, and apparantly just, criticisms of various players. The crowd is impatient; 
also it will not tolerate a too long rest … There was ample inducement to hoot and cheer; the 
play was fast and furious. There were frequent canons and melees, wherein men were shot along 
the turf as logs slide at times from a timber waggon, or piled up together in such a writhing heap 
as Scobeloff made when he stacked his dead and dying for a barricade at Plevna … There were 
marvellously smart bits of work in passing and catching the ball, and intervals of terrible suspense 
when a free kick was received within reasonable distance of the goal.’ 
The Argus, 8/8/1887.
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Goals
Fitzroy: Newlands, Martin, Schmidt, Brown, Carroll
Hotham: Todd 2, Carroll
Footscray 1. 0 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1*
Williamstown 1. 4 3. 4 3. 4 4. 5
(WO; Att: 500)
* Score generally recorded as 1.1, as in the Australasian end of season review. Reported as 2.1 in The Age and The Footscray Chronicle 
with a goal by O’Halloran
Goals
Footscray: T. Carlton
Williamstown: Williams, Salt, Fitzpatrick, G. Currie
Port Melbourne 1. 3 2. 4 2. 5 2.10
Geelong 0. 2 1. 5 2. 8 2. 9
(PMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Graham, Hanneysee, Morton, Hyne, Parry
Geelong: H. McLean, Jarrett, Steedman, Lawler, Robertson
Goals
Port Melbourne: Taylor, Hanneysee
Geelong: H. McLean, Jarrett
South Melbourne 4. 3 6. 8 9. 8 12.12
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 2 0. 6 0.10
(SMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: McKay, Elms, Bushell, Gibson, Minchin, Brown
Melbourne: G. Aitken, Murphy, Griffith, Franks, Burns, Robinson
Goals
South Melbourne:  McKay 4, Bushell 2, Young 2, Brown, Graves, Burns, Docherty
St Kilda 1. 1. 3 1. 6 3. 7
Richmond 2. 4. 6 5. 6. 8
(St K CG)
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Best
St Kilda: Terry, Crome, Wilson, Griffiths, Smith
Richmond: Dunne, G. Smith, Syle, Hill, Morton, Eldridge
Goals
St Kilda: Crome, Terry, Newlands
Richmond: Morton 2, Boyd, Eldridge, O’Loughlin, Reddan
University 0. 1. 5 4. 8 4. 8
Prahran 2. 3 2. 3 2. 2. 5
(UR)
Goals
University: Schutt 2, Neill, Freeman
Prahran: J. Morehouse, J. Lorraine
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 4 1. 8 1. 9 3.12
South Ballarat 1. 3 2. 3 2. 3 2. 5
(EO)
Best
Ballarat: D. Christy (bog), J. Bailey
South Ballarat: Moore
Goals
Ballarat: Baker, Couttie, Coram
South Ballarat: Moore, Nicholls
August 13
Carlton 2. 5 3. 6 3. 9 3. 9
Fitzroy 0. 2 2. 3 2. 4 3. 5
(EMCG; Att: 15,000)
Death of St Kilda’s Alf Crome
Captain Alfred Crome was one of St Kilda’s best players in this match against Richmond, but it would be his 
last game. After a brief illness he died from heart disease on September 26.
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Best
Carlton: C. Coulson, Batters, Jones, Smith, McKechnie, Berry
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Hall, Maher, Rapiport, Kerrigan, McRaile
Goals
Carlton: McKechnie, Green, Jones
Fitzroy: Rapiport 2, Carroll
Geelong 1. 2 2. 3 4. 4 4. 6
Ballarat 1. 4 1. 8 1.11 2.14
(CO; Att: 2,000-2,500)
Best
Geelong: J. Pike, J. McLean, Hickinbotham, Sykes, Jarrett, T. McShane
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 3, Scott
Ballarat Imperial: Bell, Webb
Hotham 1. 3 1. 4 3. 5 6. 5
Essendon 1. 3 2. 4 2. 5 3. 7
(HRR; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Hotham: Houston, Sykes, Carroll, Todd, Morris, W.A. Johnston
Essendon: White, Fleming, Gillett, Caldwell, Powell, T. Rout
Goals
Hotham: Carroll 3, McInerney, Gibson, W.A. Johnston
Essendon: Duffy 2, Pender
Port Melbourne 0. 3 0. 8 0.19 1.22
Footscray 0. 0 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1
(PMCG)
Goal
Port Melbourne: Morton
Richmond 4. 5 4. 6 5. 5. 9
South Will’town 1. 0 1. 0 3. 0 4. 0
(RCG)
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Best
Richmond: Boyd, Morton, Reddan, Syle, J. Smith, J. Stewart
South Will’town: J. McAlister, Jones, J. Munro, Skinner, Burton
Goals
Richmond: Hill 2, Syle, W. Stewart, D.P. Smith
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Freeth, Ward, W. McAlister
South Melbourne 3. 4 8. 8 9.12 16.18
University 0. 0 1. 2 2. 4 2. 4
(SMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
University: Rusden, Kelly, Neill, Gleeson, Lewers, Ellerman
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns 5, McKay 4, Bushell 4, Docherty 2, Boyd
University: Neill, Joyce
St Kilda 1. 0 1. 2 1. 3 1. 3
Prahran 0. 1 0. 2 3. 2 3. 2
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Fox, Terry, Keogh, Ulbrick, Harvey, Griffiths
Prahran: J. Lorraine, C. Dunn, Little, Reynolds, McLeod, Lorraine
Goals
St Kilda: Griffiths
Prahran: C. Dunn, Little, Collie
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 2. 3 2. 3 3. 9 3. 9
Ballarat Imperial 1. 0 4. 4 4. 5 6. 9
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat:  Moore (bog), Nicholls, Hintz, Doney
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie
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Goals
South Ballarat:  Moore 3
Ballarat Imperial:  Taylor 2, Wright, G. McKenzie, Rowe, Scott
Non-premiership matches
Melbourne: Tasmanian tour
August 20
Fitzroy 0. 3 2. 3 2. 5 3. 7
Geelong 0. 1 0. 2 1. 4 4. 9
(FCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Millard, Strachan, Maher, Kerrigan, Carroll
Geelong: Sykes, Hickinbotham, Boyd, Kearney, Talbot, Pike
Goals
Fitzroy: Newlands, Rapiport, Worrall
Geelong: Boyd 2, P. McShane, G. Pike
Port Melbourne 4. 6 6. 8 7.15 12.17
Prahran 0. 2 1. 3 1. 4 1. 5
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: McKnight, W. Sharp, J. Sharp, Morton, Wyatt, McLeod
Prahran: Lorraine, Cook, J. Morehouse, C. Dunn, Little, Gardiner, Fyfe
Goals
Port Melbourne: McLeod 3, Morton 3, McKnight 2, Taylor, Harper, W. Sharp, W. Mackay
Prahran: J. Lorraine
Richmond 1. 8 1.10 2.11 3.14
Essendon 0. 0 1. 7 2. 8 4. 9  
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Stephens, Reddan, Syle, Morton, Owen, O’Loughlin 
Essendon: Fleming, Powell, Gillett, Rout, Stubbs, Fitzpatrick, Francis
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Goals
Richmond: Boyd, O’Loughlin, Syle
Essendon: Caldwell, Sadlier, Harvey, White
South Will’town 0. 2 0. 3 1. 2 3. 4
Carlton 2. 6 2. 9 5.12 7.17
(WCG; Att: 800-1,000)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, W. McAlister
Carlton: Smith, C. Coulson, McKechnie, McInerney
Goals
South Will’town: W. McAlister 2, W.H. Jones
Carlton: Berry 2, Gellatley 2, McKechnie, Whelan, C. Coulson
St Kilda 0. 4 1. 7 2. 7.14
South Ballarat 0. 2 5. 3 7. 7. 6
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Newlands, Stiffe, A. Smith, Fox, Lavater, Griffiths
South Ballarat: Moore, Brooks, Cleary, Hogg, Perkins, Doney
Goals
St Kilda: Siddeley 2, Munro, S. Smith, Lavater, Griffiths, Newlands
South Ballarat: Moore 3, Brooks, Nicholls, Perkins, Anwyl
University 2. 2. 7  3. 9
Hotham 2. 2. 4  6. 9
(UR; Att: 1,500)
Best
University: Neill, Linehan, Gleeson, Horne
Hotham: Todd, Houston, Alessio, Sykes, Abrahams, Maloney
Goals
University: F. Joyce 2, Freeman
Hotham: Houston 3, W.M. Johnston 2, Christian
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Williamstown 0. 3 1. 6 1. 7 2. 9
South Melbourne  1. 4 2. 6 4. 8 6.13
(GR; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Reid, Tankard, Currie, Griffin, Peters, Warren
South Melbourne: Minchin, Burns, Purdy, Small, McDonald, Docherty
Goals
Williamstown:  Reid, Williams
South Melbourne: Burns 2, Bushell, Small, Docherty, Gibson
Non-premiership matches
Melbourne: Tasmanian tour
August 27
Ballarat Imperial 1. 5 3. 7 4.11 8.15
Footscray 0. 1 0. 1 0. 2 2. 2
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Robertson, G. McKenzie, Taylor, Young
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Roberts 2, Robertson, Mitchell, Wright, G. McKenzie, Taylor, Dawson
Footscray: Minnock, T. Cameron
The footballer is king
The correspondent “Follower” commented on the popularity of footballers at this time. He stated they 
can draw bigger houses or gates than a star actor, and ten times bigger than the world’s foremost 
cricketers; the men applaud him, the girls wear his colors, and on Sunday afternoons on the 
promenade, in trains, trams and omnibuses his Saturday’s play is the theme of more general interest 
and conversation than the Bishop’s morning discourse, therefore, who so blithe as the footballer, 
the sturdy exponent of the people’s most popular pastime.
The Age, 7/5/1887.
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Fitzroy 0. 5 1. 5 1. 8 2. 9
Richmond 0. 1 0. 5 1. 6 1.10
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: McRaile, Millard, Strachan, Hall, Carroll, Maher
Richmond: Stewart, Morton, Eldridge, O’Loughlin, Syle, Dunne
Goals
Fitzroy: Maher, Worrall
Richmond: Dunne
Geelong 3. 4 3. 5 5.11 6.15
Hotham 0. 0 3. 1 3. 1 4. 3
(CO; Att: 3,500-4,000)
Best
Geelong: Sykes (bog), Hickinbotham, Conway, Robertson, McLean, Tulley
Hotham: Houston, Todd, Alessio, Gooley, Maxwell
Goals
Geelong: Sykes 2, Groves 2, Foote, T. McShane
Hotham: Horrocks, W.M. Johnston, Houston, Gibson
Melbourne 3.10 5.12 6.15 6.18
St Kilda 0. 1 1. 4 1. 4 2. 6
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Lynar, Morris, Griffith, King, Wiseman
St Kilda: A. Smith, Fox, Keogh, Mooney, Griffiths, Stiffe
Goals
Melbourne: Morris 2, Griffith, Bailey, Lynar, Wiseman
St Kilda: Griffiths, Stiffe
Port Melbourne 1. 5 1. 7 5. 8 8.14
Essendon 0. 0 1. 1 1. 2 1. 2 
(PMCG; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Morton
Essendon: Meader, Fleming, Worroll, Hill
Goals
Port Melbourne: W. Sharp 3, Morton, J. Sharp, Darcy, Harper, W. Wyatt
Essendon: Rogers
South Melbourne 0. 3 0. 6 1.10 1.12
Carlton 0. 4 2. 5 2. 5 3. 6
(SMCG; Att: 26-35,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns (bog), Docherty, Minchin, Graves, Hill, Small, Brown
Carlton: Whelan, Batters, Leydin, Berry, Strickland, Maloney, Cook
Goals
South Melbourne: Docherty
Carlton: Berry 3
Williamstown 2.10 2.12 5.25 5.26
University 1. 0 2. 5 2. 5 3. 8
(GR; Att: 500)
Goals
Williamstown:  Fitzpatrick 2, Peters 2, E. Warren
University: Bell, P. Gleeson, Joyce
Ladder at the end of August
 p w d l f a
Carlton 14 12 2 0 70 33
Geelong 18 13 3 2 98 54
South Melbourne 15 10 4 2 86 36
Ballarat Imperial 11 7 1 3 45 34
Fitzroy 17 9 5 3 59 45
Port Melbourne 16 8 2 6 62 41
South Ballarat  10 4 3 3 50 45
Williamstown 16 7 2 7 53 58
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Hotham 14 5 4 5 60 54
Richmond 15 5 3 7 44 52
Essendon 12 5 2 5 40 39
Melbourne 14 5 2 7 58 62
Prahran 14 4 2 8 29 59
University 13 4 0 9 34 65
St Kilda 14 3 1 10 39 75
Ballarat 11 2 1 8 28 42
South Will’town 14 1 2 11 26 62
Footscray 10 0 2 8 13 35
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
T. McShane (Geel.) 19
W. Moore (S. Ball.) 18
W. Morton (PM) 18
D. McKay (SM) 16
September 3
Ballarat 3. 4 6.10 8.13 12.23
Williamstown 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1 1. 1
(SP)
Goals
Ballarat: Coram 4, A. Bodycombe 3, Cairns 2, J. Bailey, Hewittson, Hood
Williamstown: E. Warren
Fitzroy 1. 1 1. 8 2. 9 7.18
Essendon 1. 4 1. 6 2. 6 2. 6 
(FCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Elliott, Shearwood, Page, Hughes, Brown, Ward
Essendon: Beggs, Powell, Caldwell, Meader, Fleming, Gillett, Harvey
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Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 3, Muir 2, Millard, Kerrigan
Essendon: Hope, Meader
Footscray 1. 2 3. 3 3. 3 3.18
University 0. 2 1. 3 1. 3 1. 5
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Elliott, W. Anderson, A. Anderson, Minnock, Cameron, O’Donnell
University: Cussen, Freeman
Goals
Footscray: Elliott 2, Minnock
University: Kennedy
Melbourne 1. 3 1. 5 1. 7 1. 8
Carlton 0. 2 3. 5 4. 5 5. 8
(FSG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Griffith, King, Murphy, Burns, Tuckfield, Hallett, Fox
Carlton: Leydin, Baker, A. Coulson, Cook, Whelan, Strickland, Jones
Goals
Melbourne: Burns
Carlton: C. Coulson, Whelan, Berry, Gellatley, Green
Port Melbourne 3. 7 3. 7 8.14 10.14
Richmond 0. 0 1. 3 1. 4 1. 6
(PMCG)
Best
Richmond: W. Stewart, Syle, Reddan
Goals
Port Melbourne: Morton 2, Hanneysee 2, McLeod, Harper, W. Sharp, Decis, W. Wyatt, Taylor
Richmond: D.P. Smith
Prahran 0. 5 0. 6 0. 9 1.10
South Will’town 0. 1 1.10 2.11 4.11
(WC; Att: 400)
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Best
Prahran: Lockett, C. Dunn, J. Morehouse, Collie, J. Lavelle
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Barker, Ward, Claringbould, Orr, Liebert, Morone
Goals
Prahran: Dammon
South Will’Town: Woods, Wauchope, W.H. Jones, J. Fribbs
South Melbourne 2. 2 2. 8 2.10 6.15
Geelong 2. 1 3. 3 6. 6 7. 7
(SMCG; Att: 7-12,000)
Best
South Melbourne:  Burns (bog), Docherty, Minchin, Brown, McDonald, Small
Geelong: H. McLean, Sykes, Conway, Hickinbotham, Jarrett, J. Pike
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns 2, Docherty, Bushell, M. Minchin, Gibson
Geelong: T. McShane 3, H. McLean 2, G. Pike, Kearney
St Kilda 0. 1 2. 1 2. 4 3. 4
Hotham 2. 1 2. 4 2. 5 2. 6
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Terry, Stiffe, Newlands, Griffiths
Hotham: Houston, Morris, Todd, Christian, McInerney
Goals
St Kilda: Griffiths, McPherson, Newlands
Hotham: Houston, Christian
September 10
Footscray 0. 2 1. 5 1. 2. 8
Prahran 1. 0 1. 3 1. 4 1. 6
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Randall, Elliott, Cameron, W. Anderson, Carlton, A. Anderson
Prahran: A. Morehouse, Lorraine, Farley, Little, Collie, Lavelle
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Goals
Footscray: W. Anderson, Randall
Prahran: O’Connor
Geelong 4. 3 4. 3 4. 4 4. 7
Carlton 0. 3 1.10 1.12 1.15
(CO; Att: 7-9,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham (bog), Kearney, G. Pike, Tulley, H. McLean 
Carlton: Strickland, Whelan, Baker, Berry, Leydin, Batters, Cook
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean, T. McShane, Tulley, G. Pike
Carlton: Gellatley
Hotham 0. 1 3. 3 3. 4 6. 5
Melbourne 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1 1. 3
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Todd, Houston, Sykes, Morris, Carroll, Johnston
Melbourne: Kelly, Hallett, Griffith, Lynar, Ewing
Goals
Hotham: W.M. Johnston, Todd, Horrocks, McInerney, H. Bradley, Gibson
Melbourne: Ewing
South Melbourne 1. 5 2. 7 3.12 5.17
Essendon 1. 1 2. 2 3. 3 3. 4 
(SMCG; Att: 5-7,000)
True Blues
Of the 9,000 people who attended Corio Oval for the match of the season between Geelong and Carlton, 
1,800 were Carlton supporters who made their way from the capital. These barrackers ‘of the Carlton team 
and their friends wore blue and white hatbands, with the words ‘Forward, Carlton’, lettered in gold, while 
others had gaudy woollen caps of the same colour.’ The Argus, 12/9/1887.
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Best
South Melbourne: Young, Purdy, Docherty, Burns, Page, McKay
Essendon: Meader, Fleming, T. Rout, Stubbs, White, Desailly
Goals
South Melbourne: McKay, Boyd, M. Minchin, Harper, Burns
Essendon: Harvey, Sinclair, Pender
South Will’town 0. 0 0. 2 0. 4 0. 6
Richmond 2. 7 3. 8 4.14 5.17
(WCG)
Goals
Richmond: D.P. Smith 2, Boyd, Eldridge, Morton
St Kilda 1. 0 2. 4 2. 4 2. 4
Port Melbourne 4. 4 4. 4 7.11 10.13
(St K CG; Att: 1,500)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Fox, Wilson, Mooney, Griffiths, Newlands
Port Melbourne: Daly, Harper, McKay, Hanneysee, Parry, McKnight
Goals
St Kilda: Munro, Christian
Port Melbourne: McLeod 3, Hanneysee 3, Morton, Hyne, McKnight, Harper
Williamstown 1. 0 4. 6 4. 6 8. 9
University 1. 3 1. 7 1. 7 1. 7
(GR)
Goals
Williamstown: H. Currie 2, E. Warren 2, Williams, Hood, Smith, J. Warren
University: Hallows
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 6 2. 8 3.10 3.11
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 1. 6 1. 9 1.13
(SP)
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Best
Ballarat: D. Christy, Coram, Couttie, J. Graham, Hewittson, J. Bailey
Ballarat Imperial: Gough, W. Robertson, J. Robertson, Roberts, Taylor, Scott
Goals
Ballarat: Baker, Couttie, Hewittson
Ballarat Imperial: Taylor
September 17
Ballarat 3. 3 6. 5 12. 9 16.13
Hotham 0. 4 2. 4   2. 5 2. 8
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Cairns (bog), Couttie, D. Christy, J. Bailey, Coram, Baker
Hotham: Carroll, Houston
Goals
Ballarat: Coram 5, Couttie 2, Baker 2, A. Bodycombe 2, D. Christy, Hewittson, 
 Mann, Cairns, J. Bailey
Hotham: Houston, Gibson
Carlton 2. 9 3.15 6.18 10.21
Essendon 0. 0 2. 2 2. 2 4. 3
(SMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Strickland, Baker, McKechnie, Cook, Whelan, Leydin
Essendon: Powell, Hope, Stafford, T. Rout, Meader, Stubbs, White
Goals
Carlton: Berry 2, Whelan 2, Baker 2, Batters, Cook, Gellatley, A. Coulson
Essendon: Sinclair 2, Duffy, Meader
Fitzroy 0. 1 1. 1 2. 4 4. 5
South Melbourne 0. 3 0. 7 1.10 1.16
(FCG; Att: 10-15,000)
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Best
Fitzroy: Maher, Worrall, Strachan, Carroll, Page, McRaile
South Melbourne: Purdy, Graves, Burns, Hill, Page, McDonald, McKay
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Brown, Schmidt
South Melbourne: McKay
Footscray 0. 0 4. 3 4. 3 5. 4
Richmond 3. 6 3. 6 8.11 8.11
(WR; Att: 500)
Best
Footscray: Carlton, Brown, Cameron, W. Anderson, A. Anderson, Scott
Richmond: Syle, Stewart, Hill, Banner, Stephens, Eldridge
Goals
Footscray: T. Carlton 2, A. Anderson, Brown, Wylie
Richmond: Boyd 2, Hill 2, Syle 2, Banner, D.P. Smith
Geelong 2. 3 2. 3 3.10 5.14
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 7 1. 7 1.14
(CO; Att: 2-4,000)
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 2, Robertson, G. Pike, Conway
Melbourne: Burns
Port Melbourne 0. 0 2. 3 3. 8 5. 8
South Will’town 1. 1 1. 1 1. 3 1. 3
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, W. Sharp, Graham, Laming, Parry, J. Sharp
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Rider, Salt
Goals
Port Melbourne: McLeod 2, Hanneysee, Morton, Vine
South Will’town: Munro
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Prahran 2. 4 5. 4 7. 7 8.12
University 2. 2 3. 5 4. 6 5. 6
(WC; Att: 1,000)
Best
Prahran: Cook, J. Lavelle, Collie, Little, Lorraine, Lockett
University: Lewers, Horne, Vance, Robinson, Davies, Freeman
Goals
Prahran: Jno. Lavelle 5, O’Connor 2, Cook
University: Horne, Freeman, McLeod, Schutt, Hope
Williamstown 1. 1 2. 4 3. 4 4.11
St Kilda 1. 1 1. 3 1. 3 2. 5
(GR; Att: 400)
Goals
Williamstown: Williams 2, Peters, E. Warren
St Kilda: Evans, Munro
September 24
Fitzroy 0. 1 0. 2 1. 4 1. 6
Carlton 1. 1 4. 7 7.11 8.13
(FCG; Att: 20,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Carroll, Page, Maher, Strachan, Shearwood
Carlton: Berry (bog), Leydin, Baker, McKechnie, Whelan, Green
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport
Carlton: Berry 2, Green 2, Baker 2, Bloomfield, Smith
Geelong 0. 6 2. 9 5.14 6.15
Essendon 0. 1 0. 6 0. 6 0. 8
(CO; Att: 3,000)
Goals
Geelong: Boyd 2, Sykes, G. Pike, Foote, T. McShane
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Hotham 1.11 1.12 2.15 3.15
South Melbourne 0. 2 2. 7 4.10 5.12
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Abrahams, Rushford, Sykes, Carroll, Houston, Todd
South Melbourne: Docherty, McKay, Burns, Mitchell, Dowdall, Purdy
Goals
Hotham: W.A. Johnston, Morris, W.M. Johnston
South Melbourne: Burns 2, Dowdall, Docherty, Mitchell
Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3 2. 4 3. 5
Footscray 2. 4 2. 4 2. 6 2. 8
(FSG; Att: 100)
Best
Melbourne: King (bog), Brown, Franks, Aitken, McKenzie, McCrindle
Footscray: Cameron, W. Anderson, A. Anderson, Randall, Gibson, Brown
Goals
Melbourne: Strachan, Robinson, Brown
Footscray: W. Anderson, Randall
Prahran 0. 0 2. 1  3. 4
Richmond 1. 3 3. 4 5.10 5.10
(WC; Att: 1,500)
Best
Prahran: Gardiner, J. Morehouse, Cook, Little, Lockett, Green
Richmond: D.P. Smith, Syle, Smith, Boyd, Morton, Dunne
Indirect payments
At South Melbourne ‘trophies draw many good players for it is a certainty that every man in the twenty will 
have enough jewellery and cups, addresses and inkstands in the way of presents to start him in business 
when the end of the season comes’ The Daily Telegraph, 2/5/1887.
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Goals
Prahran: J. Lorraine 2, Edwards
Richmond: D.P. Smith 2, Stephens, Syle, Boyd
Port Melbourne 1. 1 5.11 5.14 10.23
University 3. 2 3. 2 4. 2   4. 2
(PMCG)
Goals
Port Melbourne: Morton 2, McLeod 2, Graham 2, McKnight 2, Vine, Decis
University: W. Wilson, Joyce, Kennedy, Linehan
South Will’town 0. 3 1. 8 1. 8 4.12
St Kilda 1. 0 2. 0 2. 2 2. 2
(WCG)
Best
South Will’town: W.H. Jones, Claringbould, Ward, Fribbs, Salt, Orr, Barker
St Kilda: Smith, Newlands, Wauchope, Heenan, Stooke, Munro
Goals
South Will’town: J. Fribbs, T. Morone, Hall, Wauchope
St Kilda: A. Smith, Munro
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 2. 3 2. 4 4. 8 4. 9
South Ballarat 0. 3 3. 4 4. 6 4. 7
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie (bog), Robertson, Taylor, George, Roberts
South Ballarat: Cleary, Doney
Riotous behaviour at Wesley College
The crowd was very restless during the match between Prahran and Richmond at Wesley College. A fight 
quickly broke out between rival supporters and then turned into an all-out brawl that spilled onto the ground. 
As usual, a lot of anger was directed at the umpire and someone threw a walking stick at him. Unfortunately, 
it missed this official and hit Prahran star “Jigger” Morehouse on the nose.
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Goals
Ballarat Imperial:  Wright, Taylor, Dawson, Rogers
South Ballarat:  Moore, Quinn, Montgomery, Cleary
October 1
In Ballarat
Ballarat 2. 9 2.10 3.15 3.16
South Ballarat 0. 0 1. 1 2. 5 3. 6
(SP; Att: 5,000)
Best
Ballarat: Baker, J. Bailey
South Ballarat: Doney, Quinn
Goals
Ballarat: A. Bodycombe, D. Christy, S. Bailey
South Ballarat: Ellingsen, Montgomery, Moore
Non-premiership charity matches
Hotham 1.10 v. Port Melbourne 6.9
South Will’town 7.5 v. Carlton 3.5
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   299 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
300
1887 Statistics
1887 — Season Review
T.S. MARSHALL’S LADDER*
 p w d l f a pts %
Carlton 18 15 2 1 94 43 64 74.6
Geelong 21 16 3 2 110 57 70 70.0**
South Melbourne 20 12 4 4 103 53 56 58.8
Fitzroy 20 11 5 4 71 56 54 56.7
Port Melbourne 20 12 2 6 97 49 52 54.6
Williamstown 19 9 2 8 65 73 40 44.2
Richmond 19 8 3 8 63 70 38 42.0
Hotham 18 6 4 8 73 79 32 37.3
Melbourne 18 6 2 10 64 80 28 32.6
Essendon 16 5 2 9 49 67 24 31.5
Prahran 18 5 2 11 42 75 24 28.0
St Kilda 18 4 1 13 48 95 18 21.0
University 17 4 0 13 45 94 16 19.7
South Williamstown 18 3 2 13 33 78 16 18.6
Footscray 14 2 2 10 25 47 12 18.0
* Ladder proposed by VFA secretary T.S. Marshall with a percentage system that was officially adopted by the VFA in 1888. Marshall  
employed a proportional points system that allocated four points for a win and two points for a draw. The points’ totals were then  
divided against games played, multiplied by the most games played; e.g. Port Melbourne 52pts divided by 20 x 21 games = 54.6.  
** Geelong v. South Ballarat (30/4) not included.
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SENIOR RECORD*
 p w d l f a
Carlton 18 15 2 1 94 43
Geelong 22 17 3 2 120 61
South Melbourne 20 12 4 4 103 53
Fitzroy 20 11 5 4 71 56
Port Melbourne 20 12 2 6 97 49
Williamstown 19 9 2 8 65 73
Richmond 20 8 3 8 63 70
Hotham 18 6 4 8 73 79
Essendon 16 5 2 9 49 67
Melbourne 18 6 2 10 64 80
Prahran 18 5 2 11 42 75
St Kilda 18 4 1 13 48 95
University 17 4 0 13 45 94
South Will’town 18 3 2 13 33 78
Footscray 14 2 2 10 25 47
Ballarat Imperial 13 7 2 4 50 41
Ballarat 15 5 2 8 62 49
South Ballarat 12 4 5 3 57 52
* This ladder is The Argus record of “matches for the premiership”. This includes contests between senior metropolitan  and Ballarat 
clubs. The Herald also followed this practice. The Sportsman ranked University 12th, Ballarat Imperial 13th, Ballarat 14th,  St Kilda 15th, 
South Ballarat 16th and Footscray 17th. The Argus record for Ballarat club results does not tally with my findings. My  figures - Ballarat 
Imperial: f 52 a 44; Ballarat: p 13 w 5 d 2 l 6 f 49 a 43, and South Ballarat: p 10 w 3 d 5 l 2 f 50 a 40.
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CLUBS’ RECORD IN ALL MATCHES*
 p w d l f a 
Carlton 25 20 3 2 136 73
Geelong 23 18 3 2 123 63
South Melbourne 20 12 4 4 103 53
Fitzroy 22 12 5 5 78 61
Port Melbourne 22 14 2 6 107 54a)
Williamstown 20  9 3 8 68 76b)
Richmond 20  8 4 8 66 73
Hotham 21  7 4 10 84 92c)
Essendon 20  8 3 9 65 74d)
Melbourne 23  8 2 13 85 103e)
Prahran 18  5 2 11 42 75
St Kilda 19  4 1 14 50 106f)
University 19  4 0 15 45 113g)
South Will’town 18  3 2 13 33 78
Footscray 14  2 2 10 25 47h)
* According to ‘Rover’ of the Australasian.
a)  The Australasian erroneously credited Essendon with an extra goal v. PM. All matches results include 24/5 v. Bendigo (3-2) & 21/6 v. 
Ball. Imp. (7-3). The latter was a Jubilee non-premiership match.
b)  The Australasian erroneously credited Williamstown with one less goal v. Footscray. Williamstown’s Jubilee game v. Rich. (21/6) 
included, but not match v. Williamstown Rowing Club (2/7)
c)  Hotham. Senior, Ballarat & Inter-Colonial games only.
d)  The Sportsman included all 5 non-premiership games Essendon contested: 24/5 v. Tas. 2-2; 28/5 v. Bendigo 4-2; 16/7 v. Albury 6-0; 
20/7 v. Border Utd 4-3; 23/7 v. Euroa 6-0. The Australasian did not include the last 2 matches. My research reveals that the 23/7 game 
v. Euroa was played by an Essendon 2nd 20. Therefore, this result is not included in Essendon’s 1887 record.
e)  Melbourne: excludes Jubilee match v. Carlton 21/6.
f)  The Australasian included the game v. Adelaide 2/6, but no other non-premiership matches.
g)  The Australasian included the 26/5 v. Tas. 0-6 & 21/6 v. Ball. 0-13 results although the Ballarat match was a Jubilee non-premiership 
contest.
h)  Footscray games v. Junior clubs & Kyneton excluded.
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CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY
Best Rovers: J. Worrall (Fitz.), R. Houston (Hoth.)
Best Backs: T. Leydin (Carl.), M. Rout (Ess.)
Best Followers: F. McKnight (PM), P. Burns (SM)
Best Wing: W. Strickland (Carl.)
Other Best players: G. Cook (Carl.) & H. Todd (Hoth.)
Best Centre: D. Hickinbotham (Geel.)
Best Forward: H. McLean (Geel.)
1887 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
T. McShane (Geel.) 26 (36)
W. Morton (PM) 24  (31)
W. Moore (S. Ball.) 20 (43)**
P. Burns (SM) 18  (25)
W. Green (Carl.) 18  (23)
D. McKay (SM) 18  (20)
T. Bushell (SM) 16  (20)
J. Worrall (Fitz.) 16  (18)
A. Coram (Ball.) 15 (29)
W. Burns (Melb.) 13  (16)
W. Hanneysee (PM) 14  (17)
G. Pike (Geel.) 14  (17)
* Senior and Ballarat matches only: Goals in brackets for all matches. Jubilee match Goals not included.
** W. Moore kicked 43 Goals in all matches “the greatest number of Goals kicked by any player in the colony”. He was awarded a prize 
by R. Phillips of South Melbourne for this honour. In South Ballarat’s 1888 AGM it was claimed that Moore kicked 30 Goals in senior  
matches, but this is not correct.
BALLARAT PREMIERSHIP
 p w d l f a
Ballarat 8 3 2 3 25 21*
South Ballarat  8 2 4 2 30 32
Ballarat Imperial 8 2 2 4 27 29
*Generally credited as premiers of the Western District.
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VICTORIAN JUNIOR FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
Premiers:     North Park  
Leading Junior Clubs
Belfast, Brighton, Britannia, Brunswick, Camberwell, Clifton, Coburg, East Melbourne, Esplanade, Fitzroy Imperial,
Hotham Ozone, Marylebone Junior FC, Moonee Ponds, North Carlton Imperial, North Park, Riversdale, 
Southern Cross, South Melbourne Albion, South St Kilda, South Yarra, St Kilda Royal, Union Jack, Waverley,
Williamstown Yarra Club.
Hotham: Tasmanian Tour
25/6: Northern Tasmania 3.7 v.  Hotham 2.12
29/6: South Tasmania 4.8 v. Hotham 5.6
6/7: South Tasmania 3.7 v. Hotham 2.3
Carlton: South Australian Tour
7/7: Hotham (SA) 2.4 v. Carlton 11.20
9/7: South Adelaide 4.11 v. Carlton 4.15
12/7: Norwood 5.6 v. Carlton 6.7
14/7: Adelaide FC 9.11 v. Carlton 3.11
16/7: Port Adelaide 5.4 v. Carlton 7.9
Essendon: Victorian Country Tour
16/7: Albury United 0.1 v. Essendon 6. 6
20/7: Border United 3.5 v. Essendon 4.13
23/7: Euroa 0.1 v. Essendon (2nds) 6.10*
*Essendon seniors were originally scheduled to play Benalla, but the latter could not muster a team.
Melbourne: Tasmanian Tour
10/8: City Club (Hobart) 7.9 v. Melbourne 3.12
13/8: South Tasmania 6.11 v. Melbourne 5.10 
17/8: Railway United 5.6 v. Melbourne 5.12
20/8: South Tasmania 3.8 v. Melbourne 8.10
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1888
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: T. Leydin
Vice Captain: W. Strickland
Team: W.R. Bailey (16-18), J. Baker (17), W. Batters (10-11), A. Berry (16-18), T. Box (2), 
H. Bromley (1), J. Carroll (4), A. Connaughton (2), G. Cook (9), A. Coulson (16-17), 
C. Coulson (19), Coventry (1), W.I. Crapp (11-14), A. Gellatley (18-19), W. Goer (14-17), 
W. Green (17), D. Hutchinson (13-15), J. Keane (8-10), T. Leydin (18), J. Maloney (2-3), 
W. Maloney (17), M. McInerney (11), T. McInerney (13-15), W. McKechnie (19), W. Mears (2-4), 
C. Newton (2-3), H. Smith (9), T. Strickland (3-4), W. Strickland (16), E. Sutton (6-7), Way (3-4), 
M. Whelan (15), G. White (14-15), J. Woods (9-14)
* Barber, P. Burke, J. Dawson & G. Orwin, P. Williams also named in squads. 
Goal kickers:
 W. Green [22], J. Baker [17], A. Coulson [13], A. Gellatley [12], A. Berry [8], T. Leydin [5], 
G. White [5], T. McInerney [4], W. McKechnie [4], M. Whelan [4], D. Hutchinson [2], 
M. McInerney [2], J. Carroll [1], G. Cook [1], C. Coulson [1], H. Smith [1], J. Woods [1]
New: W.R. Bailey (Melb/Ave.), P. Burke (WG), H. Bromley (Britannia), 
J. Carroll (Fitz.), A. Connaughton (Sth. Ball, late in season), 
W. Goer (Sydney/Carl.), G. Orwin (Clyde), T. Strickland (Brunsw.), 
E. Sutton (Univ.), G. White (Ess.), P. Williams (Ball.)
Departures: W. Batters (St K, back late May), T. Box (NM, May), W.F. Jones (Will.)
Essendon
Captain: W. Fleming
Vice Captain: T. Rout
Team: F. Ball (17-19), W. Broadbent (12-19), G. Cairns (4-5), H. Caldwell (1-5), 
A. (‘Driver’) Carter (15-17), E. Clayton (4-5), Crosby (1), G. Desailly (7-19), A. Dick (5-18), 
Eden (2-6), C. Finlay (9-17), J. Fitzpatrick (13-18), W. Fleming (18), W. Gordon (2-10), 
G. Headen (2-18), T. Hebir (1), Hobbs (2-13), Kent (1-6), G. Lidstone (2-8), J. Martin (3-5), 
T. Miller (10-19), W. Morris (6-10), E. Powell (1-3), A. Richardson (6-18), A. Robertson (10-18), 
W. Rogers (1), T. Rout (15-18), D. Sebire (11-18), Shackell (2-8), W. Shaw (4-18), 
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W. Sinclair (1), Smith (1-3), J. Stafford (4-6), H. Stewart (3-6), P. Stubbs (14-19), C. Syme (6-18), 
Tolmie (6-17), Turner (3-11), Walsh (1-5), Wauchope (1-3)
* Bramfield, Champion, Fowler, R. Hill, D. Irving, J. Lyons & M. Rout toured Adelaide in August.
* Anderson, V. Beggs, Fitzhurst, Flavin, Flynn, D. Irving, A. Joyce, Kennedy, C. Oakley, A. Steel, A. Teale & 
Williams also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
A. Carter [9], C. Finlay [9], A. Sebire [8], J. Fitzpatrick [7], F. Ball [4], A. Richardson [4], T. Miller [3], 
W. Broadbent [2], J. Martin [2], W. Sinclair [2], Tolmie [2], Crosby [1], W. Fleming [1], 
W. Morris [1], T. Rout [1] Unknown: [4]
New: F. Ball (SC/Lancefield), G. Cairns (Ball/Ess/SA/Ess/Ball.), E. Clayton (SMD),
A. Dick (Brunsw/Brighton), C. Finlay (Carl. Jun.), Flavin (NP), 
W. Gordon (Hoth/Ess.), T. Hebir (Tas.), Hobbs (Jun.), A. Joyce (Univ.), 
J. Martin (Tas/Ess.), T. Miller (Jun.), J. Smith (1885), A. Syme (MGS), 
A. Teale (1881), Tolmie (GC)
Departures: D. Aitken (England), A. Buncle (Hoth.), Crosby (Univ, May), 
T. Kennedy (Univ, during season), G. Proctor (QLD), M. Rout (Adel, SA, Aug.), 
G. White (Carl.), A. Worroll (Will.)
Fitzroy
Captain: B. Page/J. Hogg
Vice Captain: E. Melling/P. Millard
Team: T. Banks (16-17), J. Beggs (14-15), E. Brown (7-8), C. Buckley (18), T. Burke (6-7), Bushby (1), 
Casey (4-5), W. Cleary (17), W. Docherty (12-14), J. Elliott (2), R. Ewing (10-12), G. Hall (3-5), 
C. Hickey (2-4), T. Hiles (17-18), J. Hogg (14-15), W. Hughes (6-10), J. Kerrigan (13-14), 
J. Maher (11-13), McPhee (4), J. McRaile (16-18), E. Melling (16), P. Millard (16-18), 
J. Muir (14-16), E. Nicholls (15), B. Page (18), J. Pierce (10), H. Rapiport (16), 
W. Schmidt (14-18), J. Strachan (3-8), E. Trathen (2-4), T. Turner (8-9), T. Ward (15-16)
Goal kickers:
 W. Schmidt [12], W. Docherty [8]*, H. Rapiport [6], E. Brown [5], J. Hogg [5], J. Maher [4], 
E. Nicholls [4], T. Turner [4], T. Banks [3], R. Casey [3], J. Beggs [2], W. Cleary [2], E. Melling [2], 
T. Ward [2], T. Burke [1], E. Trathen [1]
* +3 Goals with SM
New: T. Banks (Bendigo/Marybgh.), T. Burke (Melb/Fitz/Nor’by), R. Casey (WG),
W. Cleary (Sth Ball/Res, Ball.), W. Doherty (SM), R. Ewing (Melb/Fitz, 
during season), T. Hiles (Hoth, SA), J. Hogg (Sth Ball.), W. Hughes (Kyneton), 
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J. Joyce (Carl. 1885), E. Melling (Adel, SA), E. Nicholls (Sth. Ball. during season), 
J. Pierce (Adel, SA), E. Trathen (Hoth, SA, back June), T. Turner (Adel, SA)
Departures: J. Carroll (Carl.), F. Hallett (Melb.), G. Martin (Will, 23/6), 
J. Worrall (Austn Cricket Team)
Footscray
Captain: A. Ley/J. Sutherland
Team: A. Anderson (8-13), W. Anderson (8-13), J. Barrass (5-11), J. Bennett (1), Brooks (12-14), 
J. Brown (7-13), J. Cameron (6-10), J. Carlton (6-13), T. Carlton (7-14), Coles (2-8), 
C. Copplestone (1), C. Doherty (6-14), F. Drury (3-7), W. Elliott (1-6), Griffiths (1-2), 
W. Henderson (2), Hoyle (1-3), F. Huggins (1-2), King (1), G. Lemon (1-2), A. Ley (5-8), 
Lyons (1-6), McKinley (5-13), J. Munro (7-14), W. O’Halloran (1-4), M. Pender (9-14), 
Randall (4-12), J. Roberts (3-10), C. Schoman (7-13), W. Slatter (7-12), J. Sutherland (11-13), 
Taylor (4-8), W. Thomas (10-14), Wilkinson (2-3), A. Williams (6-9)
* Bradley, A. Frimley, J. Gibson, Hall, Lascelles, Marshman, McEwan, G. Miller, Noonan, J. O’Donnell, J. Shaw & 
Taylor#2 also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to A. & W. Anderson, & J. & T. Carlton are sometimes estimates.
Goal kickers:
 W. Thomas [5], J. Carlton [5], Brooks [3], J. Brown [3], J. Munro [2], W.M. Pender [2], 
J. Sutherland [2], A. Williams [2], W. Anderson [1], J. Barrass [1], F. Drury [1], Coles [1], 
C. Doherty [1], J/R. McKinley [1], Randall [1], W. Slatter [1], Wilkinson [1]
New: Griffiths (FEx), W. Henderson (1886), Lascelles (BV), A. Ley (NM), 
McEwan (Yarrav.), G. Miller (FEx), M. Pender (Ess/Yarrav.), 
W. Thomas (Ball. Imp.)
Departures: J. Minnock (Geel.)
Geelong
Captain: D. Hickinbotham
Vice Captain: R. Talbot
Team*: S. Bailey (2), J. Bannister (15), C. Blunt (13), A. Boyd (18), R. Boyd (1), S. Boyd (8), 
C. Brownlow (2), S. Brunger (12), J. Conway (19), L. Crossley (1), J. Emonds (4), W. Foote (6), 
W.F. Goddard (16), R. Groves (3), T. Grundell (12), T. Hassett (2), D. Hickinbotham (19), 
W. Hooper (1), J. Julien (11), D. Kearney (16), C. Matthews (1), A. McLaren (3), H. McLean (16), 
J. McLean (6), Jos. McShane (9), P. McShane (12), T. McShane (5), G. Meek (14), 
A. Morrison (1), F. Nelson (11), H. Parker (15), T. Parkin (14), G. Pike (2), R. Reid (17), 
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A. Robertson (18), M. Ross (1), P. Ryan (8), E. Scott (1), W. Scott (3), A. Scrivenger (1), 
H. Steedman (1), A. Sykes (16), S. Sykes (1), R. Talbot (17), W. Thompson (5)
* Games in brackets
** 14/7: 2 missing (from Grundell, W. Scott & Thompson).
Goal kickers:
 P. McShane [19], H. McLean [15], A. Boyd [9], R. Reid [6], P. Ryan [6], Jos. McShane [5], 
F. Nelson [5], C. Brownlow [3], W. Goddard [3], J. Julien [3], A. Sykes [3], T. McShane [2], 
T. Parkin [2], W. Scott [2], R. Talbot [2], W. Thompson [2], S. Bailey [1], J. Bannister [1], 
S. Boyd [1], J. Conway [1], R. Groves [1], D. Hickinbotham [1], D. Kearney [1], G. Meek [1], 
H. Parker [1], G. Pike [1]
New: S. Bailey (Ball, back to, July/GGS), S. Boyd (SM/Geel.), L. Crossley (GGS), 
J. Emonds (WG), T. Grundell (WG), G. Meek (GC), A. Morrison (Univ, during 
season), F. Nelson (NG), H. Parker (GGS), E. Scott (GGS), W. Thompson (GGS)
Departures: T. McShane (SM, 13/6)
Melbourne
Captain: H. King
Vice Captain: G. Strachan
Team: Aitken (1), H. Barker (1), G. Benson (1), E. Brooks (7-10), R. Brown (1), K. Burn (5-6), 
W. Burns (3), F. Burton (2-6), T. Carah (9-18), Comber (3-9), Ferguson (10-13), E. Fox (19), 
F. Franks (7-16), J. Garton (11-15), F. Gillett (5-9), Greenhill (3-6), E. Griffith (9-12), 
G. Hallett (6-10), H. Harper (9-17), Howard (1). J. Kelly (8-11), A. King (9-16), 
H. King (15-18), E. Lording (8-18), E. Lynar (3-10), A. McCrindle (9-16), J. McGowan (14-19), 
A. McKenzie (10-12), P. Murphy (10-18), Parry (4-16), E. Reynolds (1), F. Rivers (1-3), 
A. Rusden (9-15), C. Spooner (2-13), G. Strachan (14-17), W.P. Wallace (1-2), J. Wiseman (8-17)
* A. Agg, R. Ewing, W. Franks, F. Hallett, D. Huggins, R. Kelly, Keogh, Madden, McLaren, McNamara, 
 H. Morrison, P. Parsons, F. Plant, W. Smith & Walker also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 A. King [6], Ferguson [5], J. McGowan [5], J. Garton [4], E. Griffith [4], R. Kelly [4], 
A. McKenzie [4], A. Rusden [4], E. Brooks [3], A. McCrindle [3], K. Burn [2], G. Benson [1], 
Comber [1], F. Franks [1], Greenhill [1], H. King [1], G. Strachan [1], J. Wiseman [1], Unknown: [1]
New: G. Benson (Ball.), K. Burn (RC, Tas.), F. Burton (Sydney), Ferguson (Ess/SC), 
F. Gillett (Ess/Geel/GGS), F. Hallett (Fitz.), R. Kelly (Rich. Jun.), E. Lording (AU), 
J. McGowan (Jun.), A. McKenzie (Coburg), H. Morrison (1886), Parry (Brunsw.), 
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E. Reynolds (Prah.), A. Rusden (Univ/Prah/WC), W. Smith (WM), 
W.P. Wallace (NM during season)
Departures: W.R. Bailey (Carl.), H. Barker (Will, 23/6), F. Burton (St K, early July), 
R. Ewing (Fitz.), J. Johnson (Launceston, Tas.), R. Robinson (Geel.)
North Melbourne
Captain: W.M. Johnston
Vice Captain: R. Houston
Team: M. Abrahams (15-18), H. Alessio (17-20), J. Allen (4-9), G. Bailey (1), E. Bean (14-18), 
T. Berrier (2), Bevan (1), G. Bingham (15-18), T. Box (15-16), G/H. Bradley (5-9), A. Buncle (1), 
W. Carroll (18), H. Christian (14-17), T. Cullinan (6-9), Doolan (2-5), Foreman (2), 
R. Gibson (19), R. Houston (19), Howie (9-15), P. Johnson (1-2), W.M. Johnston (20), King (1), 
W. Lang (1-2), Lennon (1-2), A. Maxwell (7-8), Paulus (1), G. Rimes (5-6), Robertson (5), 
H. Rooke (11-13), J. Rushford (17-19), J. Ryan (6-7), F. Smith (15-19), G. Sykes (15-18), 
J. Tankard (20), H. Todd (19), W.P. Wallace (1), White (1-3), E. Williams (20)
* Cutting, Gooley, J. Haydon, J. Horrocks, Pidgeon & J. Warne also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 R. Houston [11], W.J. Carroll [9], W.M. Johnston [9], E. Williams [9], E. Bean [7], R. Gibson [5], 
J. Tankard [5], M. Abrahams [4], J. Ryan [4], H. Christian [3], J. Rushford [3], Robertson [2], 
F. Smith [2], H. Alessio [1], G. Bailey [1], T. Cullinan [1], A. Maxwell [1], H. Rooke [1], 
G. Sykes [1], H. Todd [1]
New: G. Bailey (1886), T. Box (Carl/Rich.), A. Buncle (Ess/Hoth.), 
T. Cullinan (Sth. Adel, SA), J. Haydon (PM/NM), Lennon (EU), 
G. Rimes (Tas, 7/7), J. Ryan (NZ), J. Tankard (Will/Hoth.), J. Warne (NP), 
J. White (Foots), E. Williams (Will/Hoth.)
Departures: F. Coffey (Umpiring), W.A. Johnston (Umpiring), A. Ley (Foots.), 
M. McInerney (Carl.), G. Rimes (Sth. Adel, SA, Sept.), 
Robertson (Adel, SA, late June), W.P. Wallace (Melb, back during season)
Port Melbourne
Captain: W. Hanneysee
Vice Captain: E. Decis
Team: J. Boyle (19-20), D.J. Coleman (3), L. Collings (8-13), M. Daly (14-16), E. Decis (22), 
R. Doran (2), J. Dunne (16-19), T. Graham (18-20), Gray (1-2), W. Hanneysee (22), 
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P. Harper (10), Hobbs (1-3), P. Hyne (21), C. Laming (10-14), H. Layton (18-22), 
P. Mackay (16-20), J. McCarthy (1-2), F. McKnight (21), H.C. McLeod (17-19), T. McLeod (1-2), 
Mitchell (11-15), W. Morton (19-21), Newbound (1), F.G. Parry (10-15), E. Pike (12-15), 
J. Pike (11-12), S. Poat (16-18), J. Sharp (15), W. Sharp (19-21), J. Taylor (21-22), E. Vine (15-17), 
H. Watson (5-7), W. Wilson (5-7)
* Bence, Clarke, & Lawrence also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 W. Hanneysee [20], H.C. McLeod [16], J. Taylor [9], P. Hyne [6], W. Sharp [6], J. Bogle [5], 
S. Poat [5], P. Harper [4], F. McKnight [3], D. Coleman [2], L. Collings [2], T. Graham [2], 
H. Layton [2], Mitchell [2], E. Pike [2], J. Sharp [2], H. Watson [2], E. Decis [1], P. Mackay [1], 
W. Morton [1], F.G. Parry [1], J. Pike [1], Sharp [1], W. Wilson [1]
New: Bence (Wanderers), J. Bogle (APJ), L. Collings (2nds/PME), 
D. Coleman (Ess/Fitz.), Hobbs (APJ), Mitchell (SM), J. Pike (Ess/Geel/PM)
Departures: J. Darcy (Sth. Ball.), R. Doran (SM, by June), W. Ellis (SM, during season), 
J. Haydon (NM), J. Wyatt (SM)
Richmond
Captain: G. Smith
Vice Captain: C. Stephens
Team: A. Banner (16-18), W. Brown (19-20), E. Burwood (17-19), D. Coleman (1), J. Coles (12), 
G. Dunne (15-16), A. Elder (2), G.H. Eldridge (18), Graham (1-2), A. Hill (18-19), T. Horan (5-7), 
House (6), G. Howarth (3-6), G. Hughes (11-12), Kelly (1), R. McLeod (14-17), Moloney (5-7), 
H. Morton (16-17), P. O’Loughlin (13-14), A. Powell (11-13), Price (4), T. Reddan (16-18), 
A. Salton (15-16), A. Searle (14-16), J. Shore (20), G. Smith (18), C. Stephens (18), 
J. Stewart (20), W. Stewart (14-16), C. Syle (19-20), H. Thomson (2), H. Trowbridge (3), 
Wright (1)
* Boyd, Haddrick, Mitchell, R. Owen & Whitehead also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 W. Brown [31], H. Morton [12], C. Syle [6], J. Coles [5], G. Dunne [4], P. O’Loughlin [4], A. Hill [3],
A. Salton [3], A. Banner [2], D. Elder [2], H. Eldridge [2], G. Hughes [2], T. Reddan [2], House [1], 
A. Powell [1], A. Searle [1], J. Shore [1], J. Stewart [1], J. Trowbridge [1]
New: W. Brown (Norw, SA), D. Coleman (St. K R), J. Coles (Crem.), 
T. Horan (SM/Hoth/SM/AP), R. McLeod (Carl.), Moloney (Rich. Jun.), 
Price (Camberw.), J. Shore (Rich. Jun.), H. Thomson (ER), H. Trowbridge (ER)
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South Melbourne
Captain: H. Elms
Vice Captain: P. Burns
Team: A. Brown (18-19), P. Burns (19), C. Clarke (14-17), J. Clinton (16-19), J. Coles (1-2), 
W. Docherty (2), R. Doran (13-16), W. Ellis (15-18), H. Elms (18), A. Gibson (12-16), 
F. Graves (11-13), E. Hill (13-16), R. Kerr (18-19), J. McDonald (7-8), D. McKay (18), 
T. McShane (11-12), Minchin (1-2), J. O’Meara (18-19), J. Page (5), T. Peters (17-19), 
H. Purdy (19), J. Reid (16-17), Richardson (1-2), R. Robinson (15-17), W. Spence (14-18), 
White (1), W. Windley (2), J. Wyatt (15-17), J. Young (18)
* J. Graham & H. Ryde named in pre-season squads.
* T. Bushell, R. Butler & J. Dowdall also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 D. McKay [25], P. Burns [21], R. Kerr [12], J. Reid [12], T. McShane [11]*, J. Clinton [8], 
J. O’Meara [8], H. Purdy [7], A. Brown [5], J. Page [4], W. Docherty [3], A. Gibson [3], 
F. Graves [3], R. Robinson [3], R. Doran [2], H. Elms [2], T. Peters [2], W. Windley [2], J. Young [2], 
C. Clarke [1], W. Ellis [1], J. Wyatt [1]
* +2 Goals with Geelong.
New: J. Clinton (Sth Ball.), J. Coles (Jun.), R. Doran (PM), W. Ellis (Will.), 
R. Kerr (Bendigo), T. McShane (Geel.), J. O’Meara (UJ), T. Peters (Will/Hoth.), 
J. Reid (Will.), R. Robinson (Melb/Geel.), H. Ryde (CC, Tas., then Will.), 
W. Windley (NI/SM), J. Wyatt (PM)
Departures: S. Boyd (Geel), W. Bushby (P. Adel, SA), R. Butler (Sth. Ball. 7/7), 
W. Docherty (Fitz.), Mitchell (PM), T. O’Connor (Tas.), Swan (APJ/WD)
St Kilda
Captain: C.W. Dunn
Vice Captain: A. Collie
Team: W. Aspinwall (2-4), F. Baillee (3-4), W. Batters (1), Beckwith (7-11), J. Blake (19-20), 
A. Bobardt (1), F. Burton (8-9), A. Collie (18-20), J. Cook (2-3), C. Dunn (20), E. Farley (16-21), 
M. Fox (3-5), G. Freeman (12-14), Harris (1), Henderson (1-2), J. Jackson (2-3), B. Keogh (8-15), 
J. Keogh (13-14), Lamond (1), G. Lavater (1-2), Jno. Lavelle (6), H. Lindgren (4-9), 
W. Little (7-8), W. Lockett (16-18), Jno. Lorraine (18-20), J. Madden (1), M. Maloney (1), 
T.H. McCoy (12-13), J. McPherson (1), A. Morehouse (6-10), J. Morehouse (19-20), 
W. Newlands (17-20), J. O’Connor (18), J. Pearce (1), Robinson (10-15), Ross (5-6), Shaw (1), 
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A. Smith (19), M. Smith (1), J. Stewart (19-21), W. Stiffe (18-19), Sutherland (2), Sykes (1), 
H. Terry (8-14), Thompson (1-2), Toleman (1), R. Watson (2-3), C.G. Wilson (15-17)
* Baker, F. Best, M. Gardiner, L. Keogh, J. Kilmartin, Jas. Lavelle, Roberts, H. Simpson & T. Smiley also named in 
squads.
Goal kickers:
 J. O’Connor [21], T. McCoy [17], A. Smith [10], G. Freeman [8], A. Collie [4], G. Wilson [4], 
J. Blake [3], J. Morehouse [3], W. Newlands [3], J. Stewart [3], W. Aspinwall [2], Beckwith [2], 
F. Burton [2], A. Bobardt [1], C. Dunn [1], W. Lockett [1], J. Lorraine [1], Robinson [1] 
New: F. Baillee, J. Cook, C. Dunn, E. Farley, M. Gardiner, Jas. Lavelle, Jno. Lavelle, 
W. Little, W. Lockett, J. Lorraine, J. Madden, A. Morehouse, J. Morehouse, 
J. O’Connor, J. Stewart (all Prah.), W. Batters (Carl, back to, May), 
F. Burton (Melb/Sydney, July), A. Collie (Prah/Melb.), L. Keogh (SPC), 
H. Lindgren (Brighton), M. Maloney (Launceston, Tas.)
Departures: F. Baillee (Will, 30/6), E. Derrick (Univ.), J. Heenan (Sth. Adel, SA), 
J. Jackson (Univ, back July), G. Lavater (Ball, during season), A. Stooke (QLD)
University
Captain: P. Gleeson/G. Cussen
Vice Captain: G. Freeman
Team: W. Begg (1), D.J. Bell (1-9), G. Bennett (1-9), Crosby (1), G. Cussen (4-9), Davidson (1), 
L. Davies (6-12), B. Davis (1-7), J. Finarty (3-11), J. Fox (1-2), G. Freeman (2-3), 
P. Gleeson (7-12), Gosman (1-5), W. Hallows (4-12), Haverty (1), H. Hayes (1-6), J. Hope (1-8), 
W. Hope (1-4), A. Joyce (2-5), J. Kelly (1), T. Kennedy (1-4), Laurie (1), R. Lewers (3-6), 
M. Linehan (2-12), S. McArthur (2-9), McLaughlin (2-4), R. McLeod (1), A. Morrison (2-7), 
C.N. Morrison (4-8), Murphy (1-4), A. Neill (4-12), F. O’Rourke (1), W. Paul (1), E. Robertson (2), 
W. Schutt (3-4), J. Scott (1-10), E. Shaw (1-2), E. Strachan (1-6), R.S. Thomson (3-6), 
W. Vance (3-8), A. Wettenhall (4-12), Wright (1)
* Bird, E. Derrick, Ellerman, P. Flanagan, Flynn, R. Fullarton, E. Groom, J. Jackson, J. Jobson, 
 T. Linehan, Marshall, D. McLean, R. Molesworth, Nolan, L. Robinson, Rocke, Sheehan, A. Syme also named in 
squads.
** Games author attributes to L. Davies & J. Davis, J. & W. Hope, & A. & C.N. Morrison are often estimates.
Goal kickers:
 G. Freeman [2], W. Hallows [2], J. Hope [2], Crosby [1], Davidson [1], S. McArthur [1], 
A. Morrison [1], F. O’Rourke [1], R.S. Thomson [1], Unknown: [4]
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New: Crosby (Ess, May), E. Derrick (St K), J. Finarty (GC), J. Jackson (St K, ack to, July), 
T. Kennedy (Ess, during season), F. O’Rourke (QLD), A. Wettenhall (GC)
Departures: A. Joyce (Ess.), Joyce (Fitz.)
Williamstown
Captain: W.F. Jones
Vice Captain: W.H. Jones
Team: F. Baillee (1-3), H. Barker (6-9), M. Brennan (2-5), J. Bruton (1), H.T. Claringbould (13-19), 
G. Cooper (13-17), G. Currie (10-12), H. Currie (1-2), M. Fitzpatrick (2), J. Fribbs (17-19), 
R. Gibbs (9-13), E. Griffin (16-17), A. Henderson (15-17), R. James (17-19), W.F. Jones (19), 
W.H. Jones (11), A. Morone (3), Munro (1-2), D. Murray (6-7), J. Orr (7-10), E. Pierce (15-18), 
Richards (1-2), F. Rider (5), H. Ryde (17-19), R. Salt (16-18), J. Sampson (1-5), A. Saul (3-6), 
M. Scully (1), Short (6-8), H. Smith (14-17), J. Smith (15-18), R. Stainer (3-5), F. Thomas (3), 
Turnbull (1), J. Ward (6-9), E. Warren (15-18), J. Warren (3), G. Williamson (14-18), 
A. Worroll (17)
* Brooks, Davey, Edwards, R. Hackett, J. Kenny, Saunderson, Solomon, Walker & Waters also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 A. Henderson [10], J. Smith [10], T. Claringbould [6], H. Ryde [6], E. Warren [6], W.H. Jones [5], 
R. Salt [5], J. Fribbs [3], R. Gibbs [3], Short [3], J. Ward [3], G. Currie [2], W.F. Jones [2], 
R. Stainer [2], G. Williamson [2], H. Barker [1], G. Cooper [1], E. Griffin [1], R. James [1], J. Orr [1], 
A. Saul [1], M. Scully [1], F. Thomas [1], Unknown [1]
New: F. Baillee (St K, 30/6/Prah.), H. Barker (Melb, 23/6/S. Will.), J. Bruton, 
H. Claringbould, A. Freeth, J. Fribbs, R. Hackett, A. Henderson, D. Murray,   
J. Orr, F. Rider, R. Salt, J. Smith, J. Ward (all S. Will.), A. Freeth (S. Will/Carl/WJ), 
W.F. Jones (Carl/Will.), W.H. Jones (S. Will/Will/Melb.), J. Kenny (Jun.), 
G. Martin (Fitz, 23/6), H. Ryde (SM/CC, Tas.), M. Scully (GN), H. Smith (Melb/SM), 
C. Solomon (Sandh/SM/Will.), A. Worroll (Ess/Will/BU)
Departures: Edwards (Launceston), W. Ellis (SM), T. Peters (SM), J. Reid (SM), J. Tankard (NM), 
E. Williams (NM), G. Williamson (Tas.)
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Ballarat Teams
Ballarat
Captain: J. Bailey
Vice Captain: W. Christy
Team: Angwin (2-5), J. Anwyl (6-9), J. Bailey (13), S. Bailey (5-7), G. Baker (15-16), 
A. Bodycombe (2-5), R. Bodycombe (1), J. Brown (1-2), R. Bryant (1-9), J. Bull (13-16), 
P. Burke (13-15), G. Cairns (1), D. Christy (16), W. Christy (12-16), A. Coram (15), 
J. Couttie (14), W. Crebbin (10-13), W. Dean (8-9), Donovan (1), J. Gordon (15), 
W. Graham (13-16), F. Ham (11-12), H. Ham (6-8), Hastings (2-7), J. Hewittson (5-6), 
T. Hood (16), G. Lavater (10-12), J. Longstaff (2-3), J. Manderson (1), Oldham (11-15), 
D. Ross (5-6), J. Ross (6-7), A. Stewart (13-14), B. Webb (5-6), H. Webb (10-13), Wright (1-5)
* J. Graham, Halligan, Harrison, Kane, Lamonde, M. Lawler. A. McKay, Richards & Taylor also named in squads.
Goal kickers:
 J. Ross [9], D. Christy [8], A. Coram [8], J. Couttie [6], J. Bailey [5], G. Baker [5], J. Bull [4], 
H. Webb [4], J. Gordon [2], A. Stewart [2], J. Anwyl [1], S. Bailey [1], A. Bodycombe [1], 
W. Crebbin [1], H. Ham [1], T. Hood [1], J. Longstaff [1]
New: J. Anwyl (S. Ball.), R. Bryant (1885), H. Ham (Prah/WC), 
G. Lavater (St K, during season), M. Lawler (Ball. Imp.), A. Stewart (Ball. Imp.)
Departures: S. Bailey (Geel, returned August), J. Dickson (S. Ball.), H. McGoldrick (Ball. Imp.)
Ballarat Imperial
Captain: G. McKenzie
Vice Captain: J. Young
Team: J. Clemo (5-8), W. Dawson (9-14), J. Denier (6-8), W. Gardiner (7-12), A. George (10-13), 
Goodsir (1), A. Gough (12-14), Griffiths (4), J. Hosking (11-12), Jacka (3-6), A. Jones (12-14), 
M. Kitz (9-11), T. Lingham (11-13), H. McGoldrick (1), G. McKenzie (13), J. McKenzie (5-7), 
J. Roberts (3), J. Robertson (1-3), W. Robertson (6-9), R. Rogers (6-13), T. Rowe (11-14), 
Scarlett (3-8), J. Scott (10-13), W. Shand (2-3), T. Shiells (9-14), G. Spiers (1-2), W. Spiers (9-11), 
A. Stevens (1), A. Taylor (5-8), P. Thomas (11-14), H. Tobitt (1), Worrall (5-6), A. Wright (4-9), 
J. Young (8-14)
* Evans, Howes & Spencer also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to J. & W. Robertson, and G. & W. Spiers are sometimes estimates.
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Goal kickers:
G. McKenzie [9], T. Lingham [4], W. Shand [4], J. Hosking [3], M. Ketts [3], J. Scott [3], 
A. Gough [2], P. Thomas [2], J. Clemo [1], J. Denier [1], A. George [1], A. Jones [1], 
J. McKenzie [1], W. Robertson [1], R. Rogers [1], T. Rowe [1], G. Spiers [1], A. Wright [1]
New: H. McGoldrick (Ball.), H. Tobitt (Sth. Ball.)
Departures:  M. Lawler (Ball.), J.T. Morden (Sth. Ball.), A. Stewart (Ball.), W. Thomas (Foots.)
South Ballarat
Captain: P. Lynch/W. Quine
Team: Bailey (1-2), R. Butler (7), T. Caldwell (7-13), L. Callinan (1-4), Clemence (3-8), 
A. Connaughton (10-11), Cowper (1), J. Darcy (10-13), J. Dickson (1), C. Doney (8-9), 
F. Doney (5-7), J. Doney (6-9), J. Dow (7-10), A. Ellingsen (12-13), A. Hintz (11-13), 
J. Jacka (10-12), D. Lawson (5-7), P. Lynch (10), F. Lyon (11-12), J. Lyon (1), McDonald (1), 
McKay (9-13), D. Montgomery (4-8), W. Moore (13), J. Morden (12-13), Morley (8-11), 
E. Nicholls (5), W. Quine (10-12), D. Quinn (7-9), Robinson (1), J. Ryan (7-12), 
C. Vaughan (1-3), J. White (12-13)
* McKay#2, W. Perkins, Ryan#2 & Shaw also named in squads.
** Games author attributes to C, F. & J. Doney, and W. Quine & D. Quinn are sometimes estimates.
Goal kickers:
 F. Lyons [17], W. Moore [8], A. Connaughton [7], J. Morden [3], J. White [3], R. Butler [2], 
A. Ellingsen [2], J. Darcy [1], F. Doney [1], J. Jacka [1], P. Lynch [1], McKay [1], D. Montgomery [1], 
Unknown [1]
New: R. Butler (SM/PM/S. Bsll.), J. Darcy (PM), J. Dickson (Ball.), J. Morden (Ball. Imp.)
Departures: W. Cleary (Fitz.), J. Clinton (SM), A. Connaughton (Carl, late in season), 
J. Hogg (Fitz.), E. Nicholls (Fitz, during season), H. Tobitt (Ball. Imp.)
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1888 Season
May 5
Essendon 1. 1 1. 7 1. 7 3. 9 
University 1. 2 1. 2 2. 4 2. 4
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Stubbs
Goals
Essendon: Crosby, Sinclair, Ball
University: Freeman, Hallows
Fitzroy 0. 0 1. 4 1. 5 3. 6
Richmond 0. 0 0. 0 1. 2 1. 2
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Muir, Cleary, Brown, Melling, Beggs, McRaile
Richmond: Reddan, Syle, Hill, Dunne, G. Smith
Goals
Fitzroy: Brown 2, Trathen
Richmond: Syle
Melbourne 2. 1 2. 1 3. 4 3. 4
Port Melbourne 0. 1 1. 6 3. 7 6. 9
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Rusden, Burton, McGowan, Lording, McCrindle, Franks
Port Melbourne: McKnight (bog), Hanneysee, Harper, Poat, E. Pike, W. Sharp
Goals
Melbourne: McCrindle 2, A. King
Port Melbourne: Harper 2, McKnight, Hyne, Parry, Taylor
North Melbourne 0. 0 1. 1 1. 2 3. 3
South Ballarat 1. 2 2. 3 3. 3 3. 3
(NMRR)
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Goals
North Melbourne: Robertson, Williams, H. Todd
South Ballarat: Moore 2, F. Lyon
St Kilda 0. 1 3. 6 3.10 4.10
Carlton 1. 7 1. 7 7.18 7.18
(St K CG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Stiffe, Morehouse, Stewart, Wilson, Newlands
Carlton: Strickland, White, A. Coulson, Maloney, White, Goer
Goals
St Kilda: O’Connor 3, Newlands 
Carlton: A. Coulson 2, Smith, Green, Leydin, White, Woods
Williamstown 0. 0 2. 2 2. 4 2. 4
Footscray 0. 2 0. 2 1. 3 1. 4
(WCG; Att: 1,200-1,500)
Learning about the art of “barracking” for St Kilda
The correspondent “Hawkeye” provided a fascinating insight into the rituals of Australian football when this 
novice attended the St Kilda and Carlton match at the St Kilda Cricket Ground on May 5. In his report he 
says he 
was prevailed upon by a man who said he wanted me to “barrack”. When I looked askance he 
said ‘Why the Carlton will have two “barrackers” to every man.’ The d---- they will! I thought, and 
I asked him why the St Kilda men should not have “barrackers”. Had they no funds? And then, 
and not till then, I found out what a “barracker” was, and not as I imagined a pair of unbearable 
unmentionables! I am at a loss to discover the etymology of the word “barracker” unless indeed 
he is a man who lives in the same barrack as you and claims kinship accordingly … My friend the 
“barracker” who took me under his wing and declared he would initiate me into the mysteries of 
football, was an enthusiast … ‘You must come to Dick Wild’s says the “barracker” and get St Kilda’s 
colours red, white and black to put in your hat.’ And so like a lamb I am led and before I am half 
aware I am transformed into a St Kilda “barracker” and one of Wilson’s best hats supports the club’s 
colors above my crown.
“Hawkeye”, St Kilda Chronicle and Prahran, Toorak, South Yarra and Windsor Record, 12/5/1888.
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Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Williamson, Worroll, H. Smith, Ryde, Griffin
Footscray: W. Anderson, Pender, Sutherland, Thomas, Higgins
Goals
Williamstown: Henderson, Griffin
Footscray: Williams
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 4 1. 6 2. 9 5.11
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 2. 2 2. 3 2. 4
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Crebbin, Baker, Burke, D. Christy, Ross, Stewart
Ballarat Imperial: Gough, Roberts, G. McKenzie, Dawson, Thomas, Griffith
Goals
Ballarat: J. Ross 4, Bull
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Lingham
Changing times
Before the introduction of timekeepers umpires kept time by carrying a watch in their pocket, or referred to 
the clock on a ground’s pavilion if there was one. Accordingly, 
The spectacle of an umpire holding up the game while he looked at his watch was a common 
one in those days, when seconds were not so important”. Williamstown watchmaker Mr. E.H. 
Kirkby, of Nelson-place, developed an electric timekeeper for the Williamstown Cricket Ground, 
and it “was used for the first time during the progress of this match [against Footscray]. It signalizes 
the completion of each quarter of the game by a loud ringing noise, which continues for about 
fifteen seconds, and can be heard all over the ground. It worked splendidly, and gave the greatest 
satisfaction.
Footscray Independent, 12/5/1888. 
The clock was next tried at the MCG on May 12 when Melbourne played North Melbourne.
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   318 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
319
1888 Statistics
Non-premiership matches
Geelong 3.17 v. Geelong Jun. 3.1
South Melbourne 5.8 v. Albert Park 1.1
May 12
Ballarat Imperial 2. 1 2. 2 4. 7 4.10
South Melbourne 2. 4 4. 6 5. 8 6. 9
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Young, Gough, Worrall, G. McKenzie, Lingham, Hosking
South Melbourne: Purdy, Spence, McKay, Richardson, Coles, Page
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Wright, Jones, Donier, Hosking
South Melbourne: Reid 3, McKay, Gibson, Burns
Essendon [1. 0]* 1. 0 3. 1 3. 1 
Port Melbourne 0. 2 1. 3 1. 3 2. 7
(EMCG)
*At quarter time Essendon had 1.0 (Sinclair). In the 2nd quarter Essendon was found to be playing an extra man on the field, so its quarter
 time score was forfeited.
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Rout, Desailly, Walsh, Stubbs, Ball
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Harper, Decis, Hyne, Taylor, Sharp
Goals
Essendon: Ball, Sinclair, T. Rout
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Sharp
Fitzroy 1. 0 2. 9 3.10 5.14
Williamstown 1. 2 1. 2 1. 2 1. 4
(FCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Fitzroy: McRaile, Brown, Schmidt
Williamstown: Worroll, Cooper, W.F. Jones, W.H. Jones, James, Williamson
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Goals
Fitzroy: Schmidt 3, Casey, Brown
Williamstown: E. Warren
Melbourne 1. 4 3.11 4.11 6.12
North Melbourne 2. 0 3. 0 3. 1 3. 3
(MCG; Att: 4-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Strachan, Parry, Lording, Wiseman, H. King, Rusden
North Melbourne: Todd, Abrahams, Tankard, Sykes, Johnston, Carroll, Alessio
Goals
Melbourne: Griffith, Garton, McGowan, Burn, Kelly, A. King
North Melbourne: Maxwell, Williams, Robertson
Richmond 3. 4 6. 7 7. 9 9.14
Footscray 0. 0 0. 4 0. 4 0. 5
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Reddan, Syle, Shore, W. Stewart, Hill, Brown
Footscray: Cameron
Goals
Richmond: Brown 5, Morton 2, Banner, Syle
More on the St Kilda barracker
The journalist “Hawkeye” provided an elaborate description of the football barracker’s patois and dedication 
to the cause: 
‘Go it, Toby! Go it you cripple! That’s the way, knock him stiff’. Idle for any man to expect to 
converse with a “barracker” at a football match … The more the opposition barrackers howl, the 
hoarser grows the throat, and his tonsils tremble and jump like the piston rod of an express steam 
engine. Not until his throat is like the sole of an old boot that has been drying in the sun for a 
summer, does he think he has done his duty to the club of which he is the self-constituted barracker. 
“Hawkeye”, St Kilda Chronicle and Prahran, Toorak, South Yarra and Windsor Record, 12/5/1888.
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St Kilda 0. 2 0. 3 3. 4 3. 4
Geelong 2. 5 3. 9 3.11 4.11
(St K CG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
St Kilda: Morehouse, Stiffe, Lorraine, Batters, Newlands, Terry, Collie 
Geelong: Sykes, A. Boyd, Goddard, Talbot, Thompson, Hickinbotham
Goals
St Kilda: Beckwith, Stewart, O’Connor
Geelong: A. Boyd, Sykes, Talbot, Thompson
University 0. 0 1. 0 3. 1 3. 1
Carlton 1. 7 5.10 11.10 13.14
(UR; Att: 3,000)
Best
University: Crosby, Strahan, Davis, Gleeson, Wettenhall, Freeman
Carlton: White, Strickland, McInerney, Green, A. Coulson, C. Coulson 
Goals
University: Hallows, Crosby, Freeman
Carlton: Green 4, White 2, A. Coulson 2, T. McInerney 2, M. McInerney, 
 Gellatley, C. Coulson
May 19
Inter-colonial
Carlton 3. 0 6. 5 6. 6 7. 7
Norwood 0. 5 0. 6 5. 9 5.12
(MCG; Att: 15,000)
Best
Carlton: White, Crapp, Hutchinson, McKechnie, Goer, Whelan
Norwood: Coombe, Dixon, Daly, Haldane, Miller, M. Slattery, J. Woods
Goals
Carlton: Baker 4, McKechnie, White, Green
Norwood: Daly 2, M. Slattery, W. Slattery, Haldane
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Senior
Ballarat 1. 5 1. 6 5. 9 6.11  
Melbourne 1. 2 3. 3 3. 6 3.10
(SP; Att: 2,500)
Best
Ballarat: D. Christy (bog), Hewittson, Crebbin, Gordon, Graham, Baker
Melbourne: H. King
Goals
Ballarat: J. Ross 2, Longstaff 2, Stewart, Coram
Melbourne: A. King 2, Garton
Footscray 0. 0 1. 0 1. 2 2. 5
South Melbourne 1. 2 5. 3 6. 6 8. 8
(WO*)
*Total unknown but a record crowd for this ground.
Best
Footscray: Brooks, Sutherland, Thomas, A. Anderson, W. Anderson
South Melbourne: Burns, Young, McKay, Page, Reid
Goals
Footscray: Munro, Thomas
South Melbourne: Docherty 3, Burns 2, Reid 2, McKay
Geelong 2. 3 3. 7 4. 9 6.11
Port Melbourne 1. 2 1. 3 2. 7 2. 7
(CO; Att: 3,000)
The new and the old at Corio Oval
Barrackers attending the game between Geelong and Port Melbourne had to contend with newly installed 
turnstiles to enter the ground. However, not all of the facilities at the Oval were first rate, as it was reported 
that the ‘fourth goal for Geelong was hoisted on the telegraph board (the figures of which, by the way, want 
repainting)’ Geelong Advertiser, 21/5/1888.
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Goals
Geelong: Reid, Meek, Sykes, T. McShane, Pike, Parker
Port Melbourne: McLeod, Hanneysee
South Ballarat 0. 5 2. 8 5.12 5.16
St Kilda 2. 1 2. 3 2. 4 2. 7
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat: Moore (bog), C. Doney, J. Doney, Clemence, Morden, Morley
St Kilda: Farley, Beckwith, Collie, Lockett, Newlands, Little
Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyon 4, Connaughton
St Kilda: O’Connor, Blake
Williamstown 2. 4 2. 4 2. 7 4. 8
Essendon 0. 0 2. 1 2. 1 2. 3 
(WCG; Att: 3-4,500)
Best
Williamstown: W.H. Jones (bog), W.F. Jones, Currie, Salt, Ryde, Claringbould
Essendon: T. Rout, Desailly, Gordon, Ball, Carter, Caldwell
The pretty Williamstown Cricket Ground
Williamstown finally moved into the local cricket ground after amalgamating with South Williamstown and it 
was well worth the wait. A local correspondent reported that it 
is prettily situated on the South Beach, but very much exposed to the south and south-east gales 
… A few fast growing trees planted along the southern portion of the ground would make a 
very acceptable break wind, and add greatly to the comfort of visitors. The seasiders are to be 
congratulated on being in possession of such a fine pavilion, it being superior to anything of the 
kind in the other suburbs. The press box, however, is in a very primitive state, not being supplied 
with a seat, and had it not been for the courtesy of an onlooker, who secured a couple of chairs 
from the caretaker’s cottage, the reporters would have had to write their copy standing.
The  Independent (Footscray), 12/5/1888.
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Goals
Williamstown: Salt 3, Fribbs
Essendon: T. Miller, Carter
Thursday May 24 (Queen‘s Birthday)
Inter-colonial
Port Melbourne 1. 4 1. 5 2. 8 2.10
Norwood 0. 0 1. 1 1. 4 1. 7
(EMCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Goals
Port Melbourne: Taylor, Bogle
Norwood: Daly
Senior
Ballarat 1. 2 1. 3 3. 4 3. 5
Richmond 0. 1 1. 1 1. 3 3. 4
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: D. Christy, Graham, Gordon, Baker, Oldham, Hood
Richmond: Reddan, Stephens, Smith, Eldridge, Dunne
Goals
Ballarat: D. Christy 2, J. Ross
Richmond: Banner, Shore, Stephens
Melbourne 0. 2 3.10 3.15 3.15
Carlton 4. 1 5. 2 8. 3 10. 6
(MCG; Att: 5-6,000)
*Morning game, whichreceded the Geelong v. North Melbourne match.
Best
Melbourne: McGowan, Wiseman, Rusden, Franks, K. Burn, Griffiths
Carlton: W. Strickland, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, Smith, Maloney
Goals
Melbourne: K. Burn, A. King, McGowan
Carlton: A. Coulson 4, Gellatley 3, Baker, Green, McKechnie
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North Melbourne 3. 4 6. 5 8.10 8.11
Geelong 2. 1 5. 1 7. 2 8. 4
(MCG; Att: 16-17,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Carroll (bog), Johnston, Alessio, Abrahams, Gibson, Tankard
Geelong: Boyd, Julien, Hickinbotham, Bailey, Bannister, Meek, Parker
Goals
North Melbourne: W.M. Johnston 3, Carroll 3, Williams, Gibson
Geelong: Boyd 2, Reid 2, Groves, Goddard, T. McShane, Bailey
South Ballarat 2. 3 2. 9 3. 9 4.10
Williamstown 2. 1 3. 2 3. 5 4.10
(EO; Att: 6,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Moore, McKay, Nicholls, Connaughton, Ellingsen, Hintz
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Short, Currie, Gibbs, H. Smith, Ryde
Goals
South Ballarat: Lynch, F. Lyon, Moore, Ellingsen
Williamstown: Gibbs, Stainer, J. Smith, Cooper
Non-premiership matches
Kyneton 2  v. University 0
Sandhurst 0. 2 v. South Melbourne 9.18
Fitzroy: NSW tour
The wily fox, Billy Carroll
Billy Hanneysee was the trickiest player in the VFA, but North Melbourne’s Billy Carroll wasn’t far behind 
him. During the game against Geelong ‘Carroll ran the ball up the railway wing, and played a trifle ‘foxy’ 
when well forward. He allowed a Geelong player to hold him, and dropped the ball, and consequently was 
awarded a free mark. The Herald, 24/5/1888.
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May 26
Inter-Colonial
Geelong 1. 6 1. 7 5.12 5.14
Norwood 1. 0 4. 3 4. 3 5. 5
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Sykes
Norwood: C. Woods
Goals
Geelong: T. McShane 3, Groves, Parker
Norwood: C. Woods 2, Haldane 2, Slattery
Senior
Carlton 0. 1 4. 3 6. 5 7. 9
Essendon 0. 1 0. 1 1. 3 1. 3 
(MCG; Att: 6-10,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan, C. Coulson, Baker, McKechnie, M. McInerney
Essendon: Fleming, Rout, Ball, Stubbs, Martin, Hebir
Goals
Carlton: Hutchinson, Green, Baker, Gellatley, A. Coulson, Berry, Whelan
Essendon: Tolmie
Footscray 2. 2 3. 3 4. 8 4. 9
University 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 0. 1
(WO)
Best
Footscray: W. Anderson, A. Anderson, Brooks, McKinley, Pender, Thomas
University: L. Davis, Cussen, Wettenhall, Finarty, Neill
Goals
Footscray: Thomas 2, McKinley, Brown
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North Melbourne 1. 0 1. 0 2. 4 2. 5
St Kilda 0. 4 2. 6 2. 6 5.11
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Sykes, Alessio, Abrahams, Rushford, Houston, Robertson
St Kilda: J. Morehouse, Keogh, Newlands, Lorraine, Lockett, O’Connor
Goals
North Melbourne: Rushford, W. Johnston
St Kilda: O’Connor 3, Collie, Lockett
South Melbourne 2. 1 3. 4 5. 8 7. 9
Richmond 1. 0 1. 3 1. 3 1. 6
(SMCG; Att: 3-7,000)
Goals
South Melbourne: Brown 3, Kerr 2, McKay, Burns
Richmond: Powell
Williamstown 4. 1 4. 2 4. 5 4. 7
Port Melbourne 0. 1 2. 4 2. 4 2. 5
(WCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Salt, J. Smith, Fribbs, Worroll, Griffin
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, McLeod, Poat, Taylor
Goals
Williamstown: Short 2, Gibbs, Orr
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Graham
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 0. 3 0. 5 0. 6
South Ballarat 3. 4 5. 6 8. 7 9.11
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Griffiths, Gough, Rogers, George, Roberts, Rowe
South Ballarat: C. Doney, White, Ellingsen, Morden, Moore, Nicholls
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Goals
South Ballarat: Moore 3, Morden 2, F. Lyon 2, Connaughton, Darcy
Non-premiership matches
Melbourne 7. 6 v. Public Schools (23) 2. 1
Fitzroy: NSW tour
Wednesday May 30
Ballarat 0. 3 2. 5 3. 6 3. 6
Norwood 0. 0 2. 2 5. 5 7. 7
(SP; Att: 1,200-1,400)
Best
Ballarat: Christy, Graham, Crebbin, Burke, Couttie, Gordon
Norwood: J. Woods (bog), Waldron, Daly, McGaffin, Guster, Dixon
Goals
Ballarat: J. Ross 2, Anwyl
Norwood: Rischbieth 2, C. Woods 2, Waldron, Haldane, Daly
Ladder at the end of May*
 p w d l f a pts ratio
Carlton 4 4 0 0 37 11 16 20.00
South Melbourne 3 3 0 0 21 7 12 20.00
Fitzroy 2 2 0 0 8 2 8 20.00
Geelong 3 2 1 0 18 13 10 16.66
South Ballarat 4 2 2 0 21 9 12 15.00
Williamstown 5 3 1 1 15 14 14 14.00
Ballarat 3 1 1 1 14 8 6 10.00
Essendon 4 2 0 2 9 15 8 10.00
Richmond 4 1 1 2 14 13 6 7.50
St Kilda 4 1 0 3 14 18 4 5.00
Port Melbourne 4 1 0 3 12 16 4 5.00
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North Melbourne 4 0 2 2 16 22 4 5.00
Melbourne 4 1 0 3 15 25 4 5.00
Footscray 4 1 0 3 7 19 4 5.00
Ballarat Imperial 3 0 0 3 6 20 0 0.00
University 3 0 0 3 5 20 0 0.00
*Premiership matches.
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
A. Coulson (Carl.)  9
F. Lyon (Sth. Ball.) 8
J. O’Connor (St K)  8
W. Green (Carl.)  7
J. Ross (Ball.)  7
June 2
Ballarat 0. 3 1. 3 1. 5 2.10
Port Melbourne 2. 0 2. 0 3. 0 3. 1
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Couttie (bog), D. Christy, Hood, Coram, Baker, Oldham, J. Ross
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Harper, Taylor
Goals
Ballarat: Couttie, Coram
Port Melbourne: Harper, Bogle, McLeod
Carlton 2. 8 4.10 6.11 8.15
North Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1 0. 2 0. 2
(MCG; Att: 13-20,000)
Best
Carlton: Gellatley (bog), Cook, Whelan, M. McInerney, Batters
North Melbourne: Tankard, Houston, Sykes, Abrahams, Alessio, Carroll
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Goals
Carlton: Gellatley 4, Baker 2, A. Coulson, M. McInerney
Essendon 1. 2 3. 2 3. 3. 3 
Williamstown 0. 2 0. 4 0. 4 1. 9
(EMCG; Att: 4,000)
Goals
Essendon: Broadbent, Unknown x 2
Williamstown: Unknown
Geelong 0. 0 1. 2 1. 4 1. 4
South Melbourne 3. 3 6. 6 8. 7 8. 8
(CO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Geelong: Sykes, Julien, Parkin, Kearney, Talbot, Conway, Brunger
South Melbourne: Burns (bog), Peters, O’Meara, Kerr, Spence, Purdy, Brown
Goals
Geelong: Julien
South Melbourne: Burns 3, Brown 2, Peters, Reid, Purdy
Melbourne 1. 6 1.10 3. 3.16
University 1. 0 1. 2  2. 2
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Griffiths, Fox, Burn, Brooks, King, Strachan
University: Vance, Thomson, Davies, Morrison, Gleeson, A. Neill
Goals
Melbourne: Brooks, Griffiths, Unknown
University: Unknown
Richmond 1.15 1.15 2.17 3.21
Ballarat Imperial 0. 1 1. 2 1. 6 1. 6
(RCG)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson, Spiers
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Goals
Richmond: Brown, Dunne, Searle
Ballarat Imperial: Ketts
St Kilda 0. 2 1. 3 4. 5 4. 6
Footscray 0. 0 1. 1 2. 1 2. 2
(St K CG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
St Kilda: O’Connor, Stiffe, Smith, Lorraine, Little, Morehouse
Footscray: Thomas, Munro, Sutherland, Pender, Slattery, Carlton
Goals
St Kilda: O’Connor 2, Stewart, Newlands
Footscray: Wilkinson, Randall
Non-premiership matches
Fitzroy: NSW tour
June 9
Carlton 1. 1 3. 3 3. 3 5. 4
Geelong 1. 0 2. 1 2. 4 3. 5
(MCG; Att: 18-22,000)
The Australian Football Crowd
The crowd was undoubtedly a democratic one, and composed I should say principally of mechanics, 
tradesmen, clerks, larrikins and shopmen. The absence of ladies … was easily accounted for … by 
the weather … The crowds … that gather to watch a first-class football match, are astonishing, and 
what is even more so, most of the spectators know the players by name, and can at once inform 
you whether “Charlie” or “Harry” is up to form or not … The sober pleasures of a cricket lover fade 
before the boisterous ways of a footballer. The latter more than the former believes in copore sano 
at the expense of the mens sano, and the game is to the swift and strong in football. To the majority 
of the spectators at a football match the rougher the game the better they like it, as the hoarse yells 
of delight when a player obtains what is known as “a rattling buster” shows. 
“Hawkeye”, St Kilda Chronicle and Prahran, Toorak, South Yarra and Windsor Record, 12/5/1888.
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   331 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
332
1888 Statistics
Best
Carlton: Whelan (bog), Cook, Leydin, Strickland, Bailey, Batters
Geelong: Julien, Parkin, Kearney, Hickinbotham, Talbot, Sykes, Boyd
Goals
Carlton: A. Coulson 2, Green, Cook, Whelan
Geelong: P. McShane 2, Thompson
Essendon 1. 1 1. 3 1. 7 1. 7 
South Melbourne 1. 3 3. 9 5.10 8.16
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Rout, Fleming, Stubbs, Carter, Desailly, Ball, Hobbs, Sebire
South Melbourne: Graves, Burns, Young, McKay, Purdy, O’Meara, Kerr
Goals
Essendon: Sebire
South Melbourne: Gibson 2, Kerr 2, Burns, O’Meara, Graves, Purdy
Fitzroy 1. 3 2. 4 2. 5 3. 5
St Kilda 1. 1 1. 1 1. 4 4. 8
(FCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Schmidt, Cleary, Banks, Hogg, Page, Rapiport, Melling
St Kilda: Wilson (bog), Morehouse, Stiffe, Lockett, Lorraine, A. Smith
Goals
Fitzroy: Maher, Schmidt, Casey
St Kilda: O’Connor 2, Freeman, Collie
The Injury List
The large attendance at the important contest between Carlton and Geelong caused extreme crowding that 
led to numerous injuries, including a man who was crushed by the crowd and broke his ribs when pushed 
against a fence, another who fractured his leg when the floor of the verandah in a refreshment stand gave 
way, and a third who was taken unconscious to the hospital after coming off worst in a struggle for seats. 
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Footscray 0. 0 2. 7 2. 8 4.10
Williamstown 5. 5 5. 6 8. 8 8. 8
(WO; Att: 1-2,000)
Best
Footscray: Anderson, Cameron, Brown, Randall, Brooks, Schoman
Williamstown: Ryde, Fribbs, James, Warren, Salt, Henderson
Goals
Footscray: Brown, Coles, Doherty, Slatter
Williamstown: E. Warren 3, J. Smith, Short, Henderson, Stainer, Ryde
Melbourne 0. 5 0. 6 0. 6 1. 7
Richmond 0. 1 2. 5 3. 6 3. 9
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Griffith, Rusden, Lynar, McGowan, Fox
Richmond: Morton, Shore, Brown, Burwood, Stewart, Stephens
Goals
Melbourne: Rusden
Richmond: Brown, Morton, O’Loughlin
North Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3 4. 3 5. 5
Port Melbourne 1. 0 2. 0 2. 3 2. 5
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: W.M. Johnston, Houston, Tankard, Todd, Alessio, Williams
Port Melbourne: Layton, Graham, Hanneysee, Morton, McLeod, Daly
Goals
North Melbourne: Houston 2, W.M. Johnston 2, Bean
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Collings
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 1 1. 3 1. 5
South Ballarat 1. 3 1. 5 1. 6 1. 8
(EO; Att: 7-8,000)
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Best
Ballarat: Burke, F. Ham, D. Christy, Couttie, Lavater, Oldham
South Ballarat: Morden (bog), F. Doney, Caldwell, Ellingsen, Moore, Hintz
Goals
Ballarat: Bull
South Ballarat: Ellingsen
June 16
International
Carlton 2. 5 7. 7 8.10 14.17
England 0. 1 0. 1 3. 7 3. 7
(MCG; Att: 25-30,000)
Best
Carlton: Strickland, Leydin, C. Coulson, Baker, Berry, Bailey
England: Anderton, Bumby, Brooks, Chapman, Eagles, Stoddart
Goals
Carlton: Berry 3, Baker 2, A. Coulson, Goer, Cook, Gellatley, 
 M. McInerney, McKechnie, Green, Hutchinson, White
England: Thomas, Smith, Banks
Senior
Geelong 1. 4 2. 5 3. 7 5. 7
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 5 2. 7 3.10
(CO; Att: 2,500-3,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, McLean, Sykes, Talbot, Julien, McShane
Ballarat: Couttie (bog), Baker, J. Bailey, Bull, Burke, D. Christy
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 4, McLean
Ballarat: J. Ross, J. Bailey, D. Christy
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   334 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
335
1888 Statistics
Port Melbourne 0. 1 1. 3  3. 9
Essendon 1. 1 1. 3 1. 1. 4 
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Hyne, Daly, Pike, Sharp, McKnight
Essendon: Finlay, Stubbs, Fleming, Rout, Ball
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 2, Watson
Essendon: Finlay
Richmond 1. 2 1. 2 4. 5 5. 7
North Melbourne 1. 1 3. 4 3. 4 4. 4
(RCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Goals
Richmond: Reddan 2, Brown, J. Stewart, Morton
North Melbourne: Bean 2, Tankard, Gibson
South Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2 1. 4 2. 7
Fitzroy 0. 1 1. 2 1. 5 2. 6
(SMCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, McKay, Purdy, Hill, Grave, Young
Fitzroy: Banks (bog), Pierce, Hiles, Melling, Page, Rapiport
Goals
South Melbourne: Purdy, Burns
Fitzroy: Brown, Banks
Visiting South Melbourne: be warned
‘A Player and Sufferer” wrote to a newspaper about South Melbourne’s poor reputation. He stated, “Now, 
Sir, I do not think there is a club in the colony who would be allowed to beat the South Melbourne on their 
ground, if they did they would have to swim the lagoon to escape being lynched’. Football Scrapbook, Private 
Collection.
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St Kilda 0. 9 0. 9 1.15 1.17
Williamstown 0. 0 1. 4 1. 4 3. 6
(St K CG; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
St Kilda: Stiffe, Lockett, Smith, Fox
Williamstown: Barker, Worroll, W.F. Jones, James, Currie
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith
Williamstown: J. Smith, E. Warren, Henderson
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 0. 1 1. 4 2. 5 3. 6
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 0. 2 0. 5 0. 6
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat: Morden
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie (bog)
Goals
South Ballarat: White, F. Lyon, F. Doney
Non-premiership matches
Footscray 3.11 v. North Carlton Imperial 2.15
Melbourne: Queensland & Sydney tour
Wednesday June 20
Bendigo 0. 0 0. 8 0. 8 1.14
England 2. 4 3. 3 5.16 5.16
(BC CG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Bendigo: Johns, Graham, Neilson, McGregor, Boffey
England: Anderton, Thomas, McShane, Paul, Brooks
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Goals
Bendigo: J. Graham
England: Brooks, Speakman, Seddon, Eagles, Stuart
Thursday June 21
Castlemaine 0. 2 0. 3 1. 4 1. 4
England 0. 1 0. 1 1. 2 1. 2
(Castlemaine; Att: 1,500)
Best
Castlemaine: F. Leaney, Biddlestone, D. Todd, Wilson, Armstrong, Donovan
England: Stoddart (bog), Lawler, W. Burnett, Anderton, McShane, Seddon
Goals
Castlemaine: Lawrenson
England: Nolan
June 23
International
South Melbourne 2. 6 4.11 6.16 7.20
England 1. 2 1. 5 3. 7 3. 7
(SMCG; Att: 7,500-10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Brown, O’Meara, Purdy, Kerr, McKay, Peters, Windley, Hill
England: Anderton, Haslam, Chapman, Brooks, Stuart, Burnett, Eagles
Goals
South Melbourne: Reid, McShane, Kerr, Clinton, McKay, Dowdell, Young
England: Paul, Brooks, Eagles
Senior
Essendon 0. 0 1. 3 1. 5 3. 6 
St Kilda 2. 1 3. 3 3. 6 3. 7
(EMCG; Att: 1,500)
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Best
Essendon: Fleming, Ball, Broadbent, Rout, Fitzpatrick, Stubbs
St Kilda: J. Keogh, Collie, Lavelle, Blake, Wilson, Robinson
Goals
Essendon: Fitzpatrick 2, Carter
St Kilda: Beckwith, O’Connor, A. Smith
Fitzroy 1. 0 2. 3 3. 3 4. 5
Port Melbourne 3. 1 3. 3 4. 7 5. 8
(FCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Buckley, Turner, Page, Muir, Hogg, Cleary
Port Melbourne: McKnight (bog), Hanneysee, Dunne, Daly
Goals
Fitzroy: Schmidt 2, Turner, Hogg
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Harper, W. Sharp, Wilson, J. Pike
Geelong 0. 3 1. 3 2. 8 3.10
North Melbourne 1. 2 2. 7 2. 7 3.11
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Boyd, Sykes, McLean, P. McShane, Parker
North Melbourne: Sykes, Tankard, Johnston, Carroll, Houston, Rushford
Goals
Geelong: Brownlow, Boyd, P. McShane
North Melbourne: Carroll, Rushford, F. Smith
Richmond 1. 6 2.12 7. 9.18
University 0. 1 0. 3 1. 1. 4
(RCG)
Goals
Richmond: Brown 3, Dunne 3, Coles, Eldridge, Syle
University: Hope
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Williamstown 2. 2 2. 5 4. 7 5. 9
Footscray 0. 1 0. 3 1. 3 2. 5
(WCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Williamstown: Currie, Barker, James, Fribbs, W.F. Jones, J. Smith
Footscray: Anderson, Thomas, Carlton, Brooks, Pender, Brown
Goals
Williamstown: Currie, Claringbould, Gibbs, W.F. Jones, Henderson
Footscray: Thomas, Brooks
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 1 1. 5 1. 8 1. 9
Ballarat Imperial 0. 3 1. 6 2. 7 2.10
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Couttie, D. Christy, Baker
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Robertson, Hosking
Goals
Ballarat: Baker
Ballarat Imperial: Ketts, G. McKenzie
Non-premiership matches
Melbourne: Queensland & Sydney tour
Carlton: Tasmanian tour
Wednesday June 27
Maryborough 1. 5 1. 9 2.11 4.12
England 1. 1 1. 6 3. 9 3.11
(PP; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Maryborough: Backway, Grigg, Milne, S. Casey, Moyes, J. Elliott, T. Elliott
England: Anderton, Smith, Stoddart, Burnett, Haslam, McShane
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Goals
Maryborough: Boag, T. Elliott, Jno. Grigg, Casey
England: Paul 3
Friday June 29
South Ballarat 2. 6 4. 9 4.16 7.18
England 0. 3 0. 5 1. 9 3. 7
(EO; Att: 7-10,000)
Best
England: Seddon, Chapman, Brooks, Smith, Williams, Anderton
Goals
South Ballarat: White 2, Connaughton, Jacka, C. Doney, J. Lyon, Moore
England: Paul, Chapman, Haslam
June 30
International
Fitzroy 5. 5 8. 6 10.19 12.21
England 0. 0 1. 1 1. 1 3. 4
(FCG; Att: 4-7,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Ward, Rapiport, Docherty, Melling, Cleary
England: Stoddart, Paul, Haslam, Brooks, Nolan, Anderton, Seddon
Goals
Fitzroy: Nicholls 2, Docherty 2, Buckley 2, Schmidt 2, Turner 2, Brown, Rapiport 
England: Williams, Brooks, Haslam
Senior
Ballarat 1. 3 2. 7 5.11 5.15
Footscray 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0
(SP)
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Best
Ballarat: Lavater, Couttie, D. Christy, Baker, Burke, Coram
Goals
Ballarat: Baker, Anwyl, J. Ross, Couttie, D. Christy
Essendon 4. 4 4. 4 5. 6 5. 7 
North Melbourne 1. 1 4. 9 4.12 6.16
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Sebire, Tolmie, Carter
North Melbourne: Carroll, Sykes, Smith, Todd, Tankard
Goals
Essendon: Ball, Fitzpatrick, Sebire, Carter, Finlay
North Melbourne: Carroll, Tankard, Sykes, Rooke, Alessio, Houston
Melbourne 0. 0 1. 0 1. 0 1. 0
Geelong 1. 2 3. 6 4.11 7.14
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Griffiths, Hallett, Lording, Gillett, Rivers, McGowan
Geelong: Hickinbotham, McLean, Reid, Boyd, Talbot, Nelson
Advice on how to play the game
During the season, a local journalist offered some advice to Fitzroy’s players: 
We would point out to players that although a long run looks very pretty, still if they only go about 
thirty or forty yards and lose their kick it is just as well, if not better, to kick without running. 
And, after a game against South Melbourne late in the season, the same scribe suggested, 
The local team could very easily learn a little of the South’s tactics in backing up each other, and 
taking time and making the most of their chances when getting a mark near their opponent’s goal. 
Fitzroy City Press, 29/6 and 28/9/1888.
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Goals
Melbourne: A. King
Geelong: Boyd 2, Scott 2, H. McLean, P. McShane, Reid
Port Melbourne 2. 1 4. 6 4.10 5.11
Williamstown 1. 2 1. 2 1. 3 1. 5
(PMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: McKnight, McLeod, Daly, Dunne, Layton, Hanneysee
Williamstown: Gibbs, W.F. Jones, W.H. Jones, Fribbs, James, Worroll
Goals
Port Melbourne: E. Pike 2, McLeod 2, Layton
Williamstown: W.H. Jones
Richmond 1. 1 3. 2 5. 5 6. 5
South Melbourne 2. 2 2. 3 2. 5 2. 9
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Stephens, Smith, Shore, Morton, Banner, Brown
South Melbourne: Kerr, Reid, Young, O’Meara, Minchin, Windley, McKay
Goals
Richmond: Brown 3, Hill, Stephens, Morton 
South Melbourne: Kerr, O’Meara
University 1. 0 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1
St Kilda 3. 2 6. 5 6. 8 7.11
(UR)
Best
University: Gleeson, Wettenhall, Schutt, Thomson, Davies, Hallows
St Kilda: Blake, Lockett, Wilson, Farley, McCoy, Freeman
Goals
University: R.S. Thomson
St Kilda: Wilson, A. Smith, J. Morehouse, O’Connor, McCoy, Stewart, Freeman
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Non-premiership matches
Carlton: Tasmanian tour
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a pts ratio
Carlton 6 6 0 0 50 14 24 40.00
South Melbourne 7 5 1 1 41 16 22 31.42
South Ballarat 6 3 3 0 25 10 18 30.00
Richmond 9 6 1 2 40 25 26 28.88
Williamstown 10 6 1 3 33 29 26 26.00
Geelong 8 4 2 2 37 33 20 25.00
Port Melbourne 9 5 0 4 30 29 20 22.22
Fitzroy 5 2 1 2 17 13 10 20.00
St Kilda 9 4 1 4 33 30 18 20.00
Ballarat 8 3 2 3 26 19 16 20.00
North Melbourne 9 2 3 4 34 45 14 15.55
Essendon 9 3 1 5 22 36 14 15.55
Melbourne 7 2 0 5 20 37 8 11.42
Ballarat Imperial 6 1 0 5 9 27 4 6.66
Footscray 8 1 0 7 15 41 4 5.00
University 6 0 0 6 9 39 0 0.00
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
W. Brown (Rich.) 14
J. O’Connor (St K) 14
A. Coulson (Carl.) 12
P. Burns (SM) 9
A. Gellatley (Carl.) 9
F. Lyon (S.Ball.) 9
J. Ross (Ball.) 9
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Tuesday July 3
Port Melbourne 0. 4 2. 8 4. 9 7.15
England 1. 5 4. 8 5.11 6.11
(EMCG; Att: 800-1,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Daly, Hanneysee, McInerney, Houston, Morton
England: Haslam, Paul, Stoddart, Nolan, Bumby
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 3, Daly, Graham, Taylor, Hill
England: Haslam, Williams, Seddon, Penketh, Paul, R. Burnett
July 7
Ballarat 1. 0 2. 0 3. 0 5. 4
Williamstown 0. 2 0. 3 0. 3 0. 4
(SP)
Goals
Ballarat: D. Christy, Coram, Gordon, Baker, Stewart
Essendon 0. 0 1. 3 1. 4 2. 8 
Melbourne 2. 3 3. 5 3. 8 3. 8
(EMCG)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie
Goals
Essendon: Tolmie, Carter
Melbourne: McKenzie 2, Strachan
Geelong 1. 2 2. 2 4. 7 6. 9
Fitzroy 1. 0 3. 1 3. 1 4. 2
(CO; Att: 5,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Sykes, Talbot, Conway, McLean, Blunt
Fitzroy: Melling, Pierce, Ward, Buckley, Page, Rapiport, Banks
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Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 4, Goddard, McLean
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Banks, Docherty, Beggs
North Melbourne 0. 0 2. 5 2. 6 2. 8
Carlton 1. 2 1. 2 2. 3 2. 3
(NMRR; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Sykes (bog), Tankard, Bean, Houston, Alessio, Christian
Carlton: Baker, Whelan, M. McInerney, White, Strickland, Batters
Goals
North Melbourne: Bean, Johnston
Carlton: Gellatley, McKechnie
Port Melbourne 0. 4 0. 4 0.10 1.10
South Melbourne 1. 0 4. 1 4. 2 6. 6
(PMCG; Att: 3-8,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McLeod, Vine, Bogle, Daly, Sharp
South Melbourne: Purdy, Kerr, Grave, McKay, Peters, O’Meara
Goals
Port Melbourne: Bogle
South Melbourne: McKay 2, Clinton, O’Meara, Graves, Kerr
Richmond 1. 0 4. 1 5. 3 5. 6
St Kilda 2. 3 2. 5 3. 9 5.11
(RCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Richmond: Banner, Smith, Shore, Brown, Hill, O’Loughlin, Stewart
St Kilda: Morehouse, Collie, Terry, Freeman, Stiffe, Smith, Lorraine
Goals
Richmond: Brown 2, Morton 2, Hill
St Kilda: Collie 2, Freeman, O’Connor, J. Morehouse
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University 0. 2 1. 2 1. 3 1. 3
Footscray 1. 2 1. 2 1. 3 2. 8
(UR)
Goals  
University: McArthur
Footscray: J. Carlton, Barrass
July 14
Carlton 2. 3 2. 3 2. 4 2. 6
South Melbourne 1. 2 5. 4 8. 5 11. 9
(MCG; Att: 30-35,000)*
*The Sportsman (18/7/1888) claimed this was the largest football crowd in history.
Best
Carlton: Bailey, Cook, White, Leydin, Baker, Whelan, McKechnie
South Melbourne: McKay (bog), Burns, Purdy, Elms, O’Meara, Graves, Hill
Goals
Carlton: Gellatley, Green
South Melbourne: McKay 3, McShane 2, Reid 2, Clinton, Burns, Clarke, O’Meara
Essendon 1. 3 2. 7 2. 8 3.11 
Geelong 1. 4 2. 6 3. 7 4. 7
(EMCG; Att: 220)
All in a good cause
On July 7 there was a minor invasion scare in Melbourne that sent all military personnel to their posts. When 
it was proved to be a hoax the volunteers returned to normal duty, including a Richmond player: 
A great amount of amusement was caused just before the half time bell sounded by one of 
Richmond’s players, who had been called to the ‘front’ during the naval maneuvers, as he appeared 
upon the ground in his Naval Brigade uniform, and went through the questionable performance of 
running round the arena wildly gesticulating.
The Daily Telegraph, 9/7/1888.
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Best
Essendon: Stubbs, Morris, Rout, Broadbent, Ball, Sebire, Syme
Geelong: McLean, Talbot, Meek, Goddard, Sykes, Conway, Emonds
Goals
Essendon: Carter, Fitzpatrick, Sebire
Geelong: McLean 2, Goddard, P. McShane
Fitzroy 2. 3 2. 4 4. 9 5.12
Melbourne 1. 3 2. 4 4. 4 4. 6
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Rapiport (bog), Millard, Ward, Hiles, Page, Cleary
Goals
Fitzroy: Casey, Docherty, Rapiport, Schmidt, Nicholls
Melbourne: Ferguson 2, H. King, Garton
Richmond 1. 1 2. 6 2. 6 2. 6
Port Melbourne 2. 4 4. 6 6. 7 8. 9
(RCG)
An Unladylike Lady
After Port Melbourne defeated Richmond a visiting supporter became overly excited, as was reported by a 
local journalist: 
It pains me to have to mention the unladylike behaviour of a Port Melbourne supporter. Towards 
the close of the game, she derisively held the Port’s colours in front of a Richmondite’s lady 
supporter, who waved hers in return. This seems to have so incensed the former, that she rushed 
at the Richmondite, and threw her down upon the ground, then took to her heels, to the intense 
amusement of her friends, and annoyance of those present. I cannot find words fit to mark 
disapprobation of the Port Melbourne lady’s (?) conduct. If the fair sex cannot attend a match 
without forgetting their own personalities, I am very sorry for the progress of the times and most 
markedly for Port Melbourne.
“Yellow and Black”, Richmond Guardian, 21/7/1888.
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Best
Richmond: Syle, Shore, O’Loughlin, Stephens, Stewart, Brown
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee (bog), McLeod, Taylor, Decis, Bogle, Graham
Goals
Richmond: Salton, Brown
Port Melbourne: McLeod 3, Taylor 2, W. Sharp 2, Hanneysee
St Kilda 0. 1 1. 3 1. 6 2. 7
North Melbourne 2. 3 3. 3 4. 5 6. 6
(St K CG; Att: 3-5,000)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Stiffe, Morehouse, Blake, Stewart, McCoy
North Melbourne: Todd, Tankard, Houston, Sykes, Rimes, Abrahams
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 2
North Melbourne: Houston 2, Williams, Abrahams, Bean, Tankard
University 1. 0 1. 2 1. 3 2. 5
Ballarat Imperial 1. 4 1. 5 2. 5 2. 6
(UR)
Goals
University: J. Hope, O’Rourke
Ballarat Imperial: Ketts, G. McKenzie
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 0 1. 2 1. 4 2. 5
South Ballarat 2. 2 3. 8 4.11 4.16
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Baker, F. Ham, Gordon, J. Bailey, D. Christy, Crebbin
South Ballarat: Moore, White, Morden, C. Doney, Quinne, Ellingsen
Goals
Ballarat: Baker, Crebbin
South Ballarat: F. Lyon 2, Moore, White
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Non-premiership matches
Footscray 0.5 v. North Park 1.6
Wednesday July 18
Horsham 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 0. 2
England 1. 2 3. 2 5. 4 6. 5
(Horsham RR; Att: 1,500)
Best
Horsham: Grant, Scott, Barr, Bolton, Young, Davis
England: Nolan, Banks, Stuart, Speakman, Smith, Brooks, Paul
Goals
England: Banks 4, Nolan 2
Friday July 20
Ballarat Imperial 0. 2 3. 7 3.11 4.15
England 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1 1. 2
(SP)
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Thomas 2, Dawson, Unknown
England: Stoddart
July 21
International
Ballarat 4. 3 4. 3 4. 8 4. 8
England 1. 0 4. 4 4. 4 5. 8
(SP; Att: 1,000)
Goals
Ballarat: Ross 2, Gordon, A. Bodycomb
England: Kent, R. Burnett, (3 goal kickers unknown)
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   349 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
350
1888 Statistics
Senior
Essendon 1. 2 1. 2 1. 4 1. 5 
Fitzroy 0. 0 2. 5 3.10 5.14
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Stubbs, Fleming, Desailly, Rout, Sebire, Carter, Miller, Syme 
Fitzroy: Ward, Hogg, Cleary, McRaile, Buckley, Docherty, Melling
Goals
Essendon: Broadbent
Fitzroy: Schmidt 2, Rapiport, Nicholls, Cleary
Port Melbourne 3. 8 4. 9 8.17 8.17
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 0 0. 0 4. 3
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, McLeod, Morton, Decis
St Kilda: Morehouse, Dunn, Lorraine, Blake, Terry, Smith, Stewart
Goals
Port Melbourne: McLeod 3, Hanneysee 2, Morton, Hyne, Decis
St Kilda: Aspinwall 2, Blake, Dunn
Richmond 1. 5 5. 9 7.12 8.16
Footscray 0. 1 1. 1 3. 4 3. 6
(RCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Richmond: Salton, Eldridge, Powell, Shore, O’Loughlin, Coles
Goals
Richmond: Coles 2, O’Loughlin 2, Brown, Eldridge, Morton, Syle
Footscray: Carlton 2, Munro
South Melbourne 1. 4 2. 2 3. 6 4. 7
North Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2 1. 2 1. 8
(SMCG; Att: 8,000)
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Best
South Melbourne: Brown, Burns, Doran, Purdy, Elms, McKay, Clarke, Graves
North Melbourne: Todd, Tankard, Abrahams, Sykes, Bingham, Carroll
Goals
South Melbourne: Reid, Purdy, Clinton, McKay
North Melbourne: Williams
Williamstown 1. 0 2. 2 2. 3 5. 6
Carlton 1. 0 1. 1 1. 4 1. 4
(WCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Fribbs, Cooper, W.F. Jones, W.H. Jones, Currie, Gibbs, James
Carlton: C. Coulson, Crapp, Bailey, Keane, Woods, Baker
Goals
Williamstown: Fribbs, Claringbould, J. Smith, Salt, Currie
Carlton: Carroll
Non-premiership matches
Geelong: Tasmanian tour
Wednesday July 25
Sandhurst 1. 1 1. 4 2. 9 2.10
England 0. 2 2. 2 2. 3 3. 3
(BC CG)
Goals
Sandhurst: Magee 2
England: Stoddart 2, Buchan
Thursday July 26
Kyneton 0. 0 0. 3 0. 4 1. 5
England 2. 4 2. 4 2. 5 2. 8
(Kyneton Racecourse; Att: 1,500)
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Best
Kyneton: F. Wray, Casey, Wallace, Croft, Hobbs, Rennie, Bennett
England: Stoddart, Kent, Williams, McShane, Seddon, W. Burnett
Goals
Kyneton: Hobbs
England: Williams, Stoddart
July 28
International
Essendon 2. 4 6. 9 7.13 7.16
England 0. 0 1. 1 3. 3 3. 5
(EMCG)
Goals
Essendon: Sebire 3, Tolmie, Turner, Meader, Fleming
England: Stoddart 3
Senior
Carlton 1. 4 2. 6 2. 9 5.12
Fitzroy 0. 2 0. 5 0. 7 1. 8
(MCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Bailey (bog), Baker, A. Coulson, McKechnie, Whelan, Batters
Fitzroy: Hogg, Buckley, Cleary, Kerrigan, Banks, McRaile, Melling
Goals
Carlton: Berry 2, Baker 2, A. Coulson
Fitzroy: Schmidt
Intoxicating Tour
Essendon looked after the touring British players in grand fashion, but perhaps over did it before this game, 
for England players Anderton, Brooks and Smith took the field while intoxicated. In the fall out the British 
selected a new committee that excluded these men from its next match on the tour.
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Port Melbourne 2. 2 2. 2 4. 7 5.11
Richmond 2. 1 4. 2 4. 2 4. 3
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Morton (bog), Bogle, McKnight, Hanneysee, Decis, Sharp
Richmond: Brown, Syle, O’Loughlin, Shore, Salton, Eldridge
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hyne, W. Sharp, J. Sharp, Bogle, Hanneysee
Richmond: Brown, Coles, O’Loughlin, Salton
South Melbourne 2. 3 2.10 4.14 7.19
Melbourne 1. 1 1. 3 2. 5 3. 8
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Burns, McKay, O’Meara, Purdy
Melbourne: Fox, Rusden, Franks, Wiseman, Lording, McKenzie
Goals
South Melbourne: McShane 3, McKay 2, Reid, O’Meara
Melbourne: Wiseman, Rusden, Comber
St Kilda 4.10 5.13 6.19 9.20
University 0. 0 0. 2 0. 2 0. 4
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: McCoy (bog), Bobardt, Cook, J. Morehouse, Blake
University: Bennett, Hallows, Morrison, Cussen, Robinson
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 5, A. Smith, J. Morehouse, Robinson, Bobardt
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 4 1. 6 3.13 4.15
Ballarat Imperial 0. 0 1. 4 2. 4 2. 6
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat: Morden, White, Moore, Hintz 
Ballarat Imperial: Hosking (bog), G. McKenzie, Gough, Robertson
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Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyon 2, White, Connaughton 
Ballarat Imperial: Thomas, Scott
Non-premiership matches
Geelong: Tasmanian tour
North Melbourne: Western District tour
Ladder at the end of July
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 11 9 1 1 69 23 38 44.90
South Ballarat 8 5 3 0 33 14 26 42.25
Carlton 10 7 1 2 60 33 30 39.00
Geelong 10 6 2 2 47 40 28 36.40
Williamstown 12 7 1 4 38 35 30 32.50
Richmond 13 7 2 4 59 46 32 31.99
Port Melbourne 13 8 0 5 52 45 32 31.99
Ballarat 10 4 2 4 33 23 20 26.00
Fitzroy 9 4 1 4 32 29 18 26.00
St Kilda 13 5 2 6 53 49 24 24.00
North Melbourne 12 3 4 5 43 53 20 21.66
Melbourne 10 3 0 7 30 51 12 15.60
Essendon 12 3 1 8 28 48 14 15.16
Footscray 10 2 0 8 20 50 8 10.40
Ballarat Imperial 8 1 1 6 13 33 6 9.75
University 9 0 1 8 12 52 2 2.88
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
W. Brown (Rich.) 19
J. O’Connor (St K) 15
A. Coulson (Carl.) 13
F. Lyon (Sth.Ball.) 13
P. McShane (Geel.) 13
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   354 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
355
1888 Statistics
Wednesday August 1
Non-premiership matches
Carlton 4.5 v. South Melbourne 5.13
Fitzroy 3.4 v. Williamstown 1.13
Geelong 3.10 v. North Melbourne 2.12
August 4
Carlton 0. 3 1. 5 1. 2. 8
Richmond 1. 1 3. 2 4. 4. 6
(UR)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Bailey, Leydin, McInerney, White, Strickland
Richmond: Smith, Eldridge, Hill, Syle, Powell, Burwood
Goals
Carlton: Green 2
Richmond: Brown 3, Syle
Footscray 3. 5 3. 7 4. 5.11
St Kilda 0. 3 0. 5 2. 3. 5
(WO; Att: 400)
Goals
Footscray: Brooks 2, Sutherland, J. Carlton, Williams
St Kilda: Lorraine, McCoy, Smith
Crowded play
Carlton was upset when the crowd encroached on the University Cricket Ground during play in the last 
quarter of its match against Richmond, as this action brought a premature end to the game. An indignant 
journalist claimed that the overflowing spectators created a situation in which 
Goals were obtained in the most unsatisfactory manner, with one side standing still whilst players on 
the opposing side slipped in from amongst the on-lookers and kicked the ball between the posts.
Australasian, 11/8/1888.
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Melbourne 1. 2 1. 5 1. 6 1. 6
Fitzroy 0. 1 1. 3 1. 5 1.11
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Ferguson, Rusden, Ferguson, Fox, Lording
Fitzroy: McRaile, Ward, Hogg, Melling, Banks, Cleary
Goals
Melbourne: Ferguson
Fitzroy: Hogg
Port Melbourne 1. 1 1. 2 1. 2 2. 5
Geelong 0. 6 0. 8 3. 9 3.10
(PMCG; Att: 4-8,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Vine, Layton, Decis, Morton, Taylor, Hynes, Hanneysee
Geelong: Sykes, McLean, Talbot, Julien, Parker, Brunger, Hickinbotham
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Poat
Geelong: Julien 2, McLean
South Melbourne 1. 3 3. 9 3.12 5.15
Essendon 2. 1 2. 2 2. 2 2. 3 
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, McKay, Purdy, Robinson, Brown, Young
Essendon: Rout, Stubbs, Powell, Miller, Fitzpatrick
Lady on horseback
The journalist “Marlton” reported on his attendance at Corio Oval: ‘It was our first visit to the Geelong oval, 
and we were very pleased with it. It was a bit of a novelty to see ladies on horseback riding round the 
enclosure’ The Standard, (Port Melbourne), 8/9/1894.
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Goals
South Melbourne: McShane 2, McKay 2, Robinson
Essendon: Fitzpatrick, Miller
Williamstown 4. 3 6. 6 8.16 10.23
University 1. 0 1. 2 1. 2 2. 3
(WCG; Att: 500-1,000)
Goals
Williamstown: Henderson 5, J. Smith, Scully, W.H. Jones, W.F. Jones, Ryde
University: Davidson, Unknown (kicked out of a scrimmage)
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 2 0. 6 0. 7 2.11
Ballarat Imperial 1. 2 1. 3 1. 4 1. 6
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: D. Christy, Crebbin, Baker, Bailey, Dean, Couttie
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Hosking, Clemo, George, Gough, Spiers
Goals
Ballarat: D. Christy, Coram
Ballarat Imperial: Scott
Non-premiership matches
North Melbourne 10.10 v. Bendigo 0. 3
August 11
Carlton 3. 1 4. 3 5. 8 6.10
Port Melbourne 0. 4 4. 7 4. 7 5.10
(MCG; Att: 3-7,000)
University’s motley first twenty
Williamstown easily defeated University, but that was not surprising given that only ten players turned up 
for the students. Substitutes were taken on, and when observing the motley collection of University players 
a reporter commented, ‘The players had a comical appearance, white shirts and yellow singlets seeming to 
predominate’ Williamstown Chronicle, 11/8/1888.
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Best
Carlton: Baker (bog), C. Coulson, Bailey, Batters, McKechnie, Leydin
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Poat, McKnight, Morton, Decis, Collings, Vine 
Goals
Carlton: Berry 2, Gellatley, Baker, White, Hutchinson
Port Melbourne: Poat 2, Hyne, McLeod, Layton
Geelong 3. 1 6. 3 9. 8 10. 8
Footscray 1. 1 1. 1 1. 1   3. 4
(CO)
Goals
Geelong: Nelson 4, Brownlow 2, P. McShane 2, H. McLean, Bannister
Footscray: Brown, Sutherland, Pender
North Melbourne 1. 7 2. 9 3.10 6.13
Fitzroy 1. 1 1. 2 3. 3 4. 3
(NMRR; Att: 1,500)
Best
North Melbourne: Box, Tankard, Williams, Johnston, Rimes, Rushford
Fitzroy: Cleary, Docherty, Beggs, Nicholls, Muir, Banks
Goals
North Melbourne: Houston 2, Gibson, Tankard, Williams, W.M. Johnston
Fitzroy: Turner 2, Burke, Beggs
South Melbourne 0. 1 8. 4 11. 6 16.14
Ballarat Imperial 2. 2 2. 2 2. 4 3. 4
(SMCG; Att: 4,000)
Goals
South Melbourne: Page 4, Burns 4, Doran 2, O’Meara, McShane, Clinton, Kerr, Elms, Ellis
Ballarat Imperial: Rowe, Hosking, G. McKenzie
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 6 0. 8 1.10
Richmond 0. 3 0. 3 2. 7 2. 8
(St K CG; Att: 4,000)
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Best
St Kilda: Wilson, Blake, Smith, Freeman, Stewart, Keogh
Richmond: McLeod, Searle, Banner, Syle, Shore, Harris
Goals
St Kilda: O’Connor
Richmond: Hughes, Salton
University 0. 2 0. 2 0. 4 1. 8
Melbourne 0. 0 2. 5 3. 8 4.10
(UR; Att: 100)
Goals
University: Morrison
Melbourne: McGowan 3, McKenzie
Williamstown 1. 3 2. 4 5. 7 8.12
South Ballarat 0. 5 2. 8 2. 9 2. 9
(WCG; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Salt, Henderson, W.H. Jones, Williamson, Fribbs
South Ballarat: Moore, Ellingsen, C. Doney, Morden, Dow, Lyons
Goals
Williamstown: Claringbould 4, W.H. Jones 2, J. Smith, Fribbs
South Ballarat: F. Lyon, McKay
Little marks and scrimmages
In the 1920s an old player recalled how little marks were often granted by umpires in scrimmages at this time: 
In many a scrimmage a mark was given when the ball was simply picked up off the ground and 
pushed into the arms of a player, who would soon be under a dozen players struggling to obtain 
possession of the ball. The sound of the umpire’s whistle was anxiously awaited to know the result.
The Sporting Globe, 2/7/1927.
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Non-premiership matches
Essendon: Adelaide tour
August 18
Carlton 1. 0 2. 4 3. 6 7. 9
Williamstown 0. 3 0. 4 3. 5 3. 6
(MCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Carlton: McKechnie, Baker, Hutchinson, Bailey, White, T. McInerney
Williamstown: Williamson, W.F. Jones, Ryde, W.H. Jones, Fribbs, Rider
Goals
Carlton: Green 5, White, Baker
Williamstown: James, Barker, Ward
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 6 1. 9 3. 9
St Kilda 2. 8 4.12 6.15 10.16
(EMCG)
Best
Melbourne: Griffith, McKenzie, Carah, Fox, King, Murphy
St Kilda: Stiffe, Wilson, Keogh, Farley, Terry, Blake
Goals
Melbourne: Griffith 2, Greenhill
St Kilda: McCoy 2, O’Connor 2, Freeman 2, Burton, Blake, Newlands, Wilson
North Melbourne 0. 2 0. 2 2. 5 3. 5
Geelong 1. 2 4. 3 4. 7 4. 8
(NMRR; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Todd, Box, Rushford, Sykes, Alessio, Tankard, Rimes
Geelong: Hickinbotham (bog), Talbot, Parkin, McLean, Brunger, Goddard
Goals
North Melbourne: Houston, Smith, Ryan
Geelong: Ryan 2, H. McLean, P. McShane
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Port Melbourne 0. 1 2. 2 2. 2 4. 4
Fitzroy 2. 2 4. 6 4.10 5.12
(PMCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Dunne, Vine, Hyne, Graham, McKnight, Collins
Fitzroy: Banks, Beggs, Muir, Rapiport, McRaile, Hogg
Goals
Port Melbourne: Mackay, Poat, Graham, McLeod
Fitzroy: Docherty 2, Rapiport, Hogg, Nicholls
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 0. 1 1. 1 1. 4 3. 7
Ballarat 1. 0 2. 4 3. 4 5. 4
(EO)
Best
South Ballarat: C. Doney, Morden, Moore, White, Ellingsen, Dow
Goals
South Ballarat: Butler 2, Connaughton
Ballarat: H. Webb 2, J. Bailey 2, S. Bailey
Non-premiership matches
University 1.10 v. Kyneton 1. 1
Essendon: Adelaide tour
South Melbourne: Western District tour
August 25
Essendon 3. 2 5. 3 5. 8 7. 9 
Carlton 0. 3 4. 6 4. 7 5.10
(EMCG; Att: 5-6,000)
Death of R.L. Seddon
In a tragic end to the English tour of Australia, Robert L. Seddon, the captain of the English team, was 
drowned on Wednesday, August 15 in the Hunter River at Maitland after his boat capsized. He was just 28 
years old and engaged to be married.
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Best
Essendon: Cairns, Ball, Rout, Fleming, Finlay, Stubbs
Carlton: Baker, Bailey, McKechnie, Sutton, Hutchinson
Goals
Essendon: Finlay 3, Ball, Carter, Sebire, Fitzpatrick
Carlton: Baker 2, McKechnie, Berry, Green
Geelong 0. 3 4. 5 4. 7 4. 9
St Kilda 1. 3 1. 4 3. 5 4. 8
(CO; Att: 4,000)
Best
Geelong: Kearney, J. McLean, H. McLean, Hickinbotham, Goddard, Talbot
St Kilda: Lockett (bog), Keogh, Wilson, Smith, Newlands, Lorraine
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 2, Ryan, Reid
St Kilda: O’Connor, Smith, McCoy, Wilson
North Melbourne 0. 0 3. 4 6. 7 7. 8
Melbourne 0. 5 0. 5 1. 6 2. 8
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Todd, Carroll, Bingham, Box
Melbourne: McKenzie
Goals
North Melbourne: Bean, Johnston, Williams, Rushford, Christian, Carroll, Gibson
Melbourne: Rusden, Garton
Richmond 0. 2 3. 5 4. 5 6. 8
Ballarat 2. 4 4. 4 7. 4 8. 5
(RCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Richmond: Syle, Morton, Brown
Ballarat: Coram, Bailey
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Goals
Richmond: Brown 3, Coles, Morton, Syle
Ballarat: Coram 3, J. Bailey, H. Webb, Couttie, Bodycombe, Bull
South Melbourne 0. 4 3. 5 4. 9 8.10
Port Melbourne 1. 0 2. 1 2. 4 3. 4
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Brown, Burns, McKay, Kerr, Purdy, Clinton, Graves
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee (bog), McKnight, Decis, W. Sharp, Vine, Layton 
Goals
South Melbourne: Clinton 2, McKay 2, Robinson, Kerr, Burns, Peters
Port Melbourne: Mitchell, McLeod, Hanneysee
Williamstown 0. 0 2. 4 2. 4 4. 9
Fitzroy 2. 3 2. 5 2. 7 2. 7
(WCG; Att: 2-5,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Melling, Rapiport, Cleary, Banks, Page, Kerrigan
Goals
Williamstown: J. Smith 2, Ryde, Salt
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Cleary
Non-premiership matches
Ballarat Imperial 3.2 v. South Ballarat 4.4
Footscray 5.8 v. Footscray District 3.3
The genus football barracker
The Victorian football barracker had some unique cultural habits. At the Williamstown v. Fitzroy match 
a journalist described one of these: ‘One hears very quaint sayings at times when looking on at football 
contests, and the remark of an onlooker last Saturday to some rival spectators aptly described the normal 
condition of many other red hot partisans, as they were, according to this critic, ‘a one-eyed lot!’’ The 
Sportsman, 29/8/1888.
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Ladder at the end of August
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 14 12 1 1 98 31 50 60.71
Geelong 14 9 3 2 68 52 42 51.00
Carlton 14 9 1 4 80 52 38 46.14
Williamstown 16 10 1 5 63 48 42 44.62
South Ballarat  10 5 3 2 38 27 26 44.20
Richmond 16 9 2 5 71 57 40 42.50
Ballarat 13 7 2 4 48 33 32 41.84
Port Melbourne 17 8 0 9 66 67 32 31.99
North Melbourne 15 5 4 6 59 63 28 31.73
Fitzroy 13 5 2 6 44 44 24 31.38
St Kilda 17 6 3 8 71 63 30 30.00
Essendon 14 4 1 9 37 58 18 21.85
Melbourne 14 4 1 9 40 70 18 21.85
Footscray 12 3 0 9 28 63 12 17.00
Ballarat Imperial 10 1 1 8 17 51 6 10.20
University 11 0 1 10 15 66 2 3.09
Leading Goal kickers*
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs.
W. Brown (Rich.) 25
J. O’Connor (St K) 19
P. McShane (Geel.) 18
W. Green (Carl.) 17
P. Burns (SM) 15
D. McKay (SM) 15
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September 1
Fitzroy 1. 7 1.10 3.20 3.22
Geelong 0. 0 1. 2 2. 2 4. 5
(FCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Beggs (bog), Banks, Hogg, Cleary, Rapiport, Ward, Nicholls
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Talbot, Sykes, Conway, Parkin, Robertson
Goals
Fitzroy: Hogg 2, Docherty
Geelong: A. Boyd 2, P. McShane, Hickinbotham
Footscray 1. 3 1. 6 1. 6 4. 9
Richmond 0. 3 0. 3 1. 4 1. 5
(WO; Att: 1-2,000)
Goals
Footscray: Pender, W. Anderson, Carlton, Thomas
Richmond: Hughes
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 1 1. 1 1. 3
South Melbourne 4. 0 9. 5 12. 8 18.18
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, King, Fox, McGowan, McCrindle, Lynar
South Melbourne: Burns, Purdy, McKay, O’Meara, Young, Kerr
Ring my bell
Richmond put in a poor display at Footscray, but its secretary did his best to help his side out, especially 
near the end of the third quarter. When scores were level and Footscray’s Brooks was about to kick for goal 
the visiting secretary caught hold of the Footscray timekeeper’s hand (which clasped the bell), and rang it 
before time was up. This intervention almost led to a fight, but the game’s supporters beat both officials to 
the punch, for they had already been brawling during the first quarter break.
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Goals
Melbourne: McCrindle
South Melbourne: McKay 7, Purdy 2, McShane 2, Reid, Kerr, Robinson, Wyatt, 
 O’Meara, Young, Elms
North Melbourne 0. 2 1. 4 2. 6 2. 7
Essendon 0. 2 2. 4 3. 5 4.10 
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Sykes, Todd, Houston
Essendon: Ball, Cairns, Fitzpatrick
Goals
North Melbourne: Christian 2
Essendon: Finlay 2, Richardson, Miller
Port Melbourne 3. 6 3. 7 6.13 6.14
Carlton 0. 1 1. 3 2. 3 3. 6
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Layton, Taylor, J. Sharp
Carlton: Baker, McKechnie, C. Coulson, Bailey
Goals
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Hanneysee, Taylor, J. Sharp, Watson, Coleman
Carlton: Baker 3
St Kilda 1. 5 2. 5 4. 9 6.11
South Ballarat 0. 1 1. 2 1. 4 2. 7
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Keogh, Wilson, J. Morehouse, Lockett, Stiffe
South Ballarat: Doney, Moore, MacKay, Quine, Butler
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 2, A. Smith 2, Burton, Wilson
South Ballarat: Moore, Unknown
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In Ballarat
Ballarat 3. 7 5. 9 7.11 7.15
Ballarat Imperial 0. 2 3. 6 3. 6 3. 9
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: F. Ham, Gordon, B. Webb, Couttie, J. Bailey, Hood
Ballarat Imperial: J. McKenzie, George, G. McKenzie, Hosking, Scott, Gough
Goals
Ballarat: H. Webb, Couttie, Bull, Gordon, J. Bailey, D. Christy, Coram
Ballarat Imperial: Gough, Hosking, G. McKenzie
Non-premiership matches
Inter-colonial University Match: Melbourne University 2.1 v. Sydney University 0.0
Williamstown 2.7 v. Williamstown Juniors 2.5
September 8
Ballarat Imperial 2. 3 5. 6 9. 9 11.17
University 0. 2 0. 2 0. 3 1. 4
(SP)
Best
University: Davis, Schutt
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Shand 3, G. McKenzie 2, Clemo, Thomas, Gough, Lingham, Robertson, George
University: Unknown
Footscray 1. 3 1. 4 1. 4 1. 5
Williamstown 1. 0 2. 4 3. 7 6.18
(WO; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Footscray: Barrass, Sutherland, A. Anderson, W. Anderson, Slatter, Munro
Williamstown: Salt (bog), Williamson, W.F. Jones, Ryde, W.H. Jones, Warren
Goals
Footscray: Drury
Williamstown: Ryde 2, W.H. Jones, Saul, Williamson, E. Warren
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Geelong 3. 2 3. 3 4. 5  6.10
Essendon 0. 3 3. 9 4. 9 5.10 
(CO; Att: 3,500)
Best
Geelong: Parkin (bog)
Goals
Geelong: Jos. McShane 2, H. McLean, Reid, Ryan, Sykes
Essendon: Carter 2, Fleming, Fitzpatrick, Sebire
North Melbourne 1. 5 3. 7 4. 8 7. 9
Richmond 1. 0 1. 0 2. 2 2. 5
(NMRR; Att: 4-5,000)
Goals
North Melbourne: Williams 2, Abrahams 2, Carroll, Cullinan, Gibson
Richmond: Brown, Morton
Port Melbourne 2. 5 3.10 7.12 8.17
Melbourne 2. 2 2. 3 2. 3 2. 5
(PMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Bogle, Coleman
Melbourne: Ferguson, Kelly, McKenzie, McGowan
Goals
Port Melbourne: Taylor 2, Hanneysee 2, Hyne, Bogle, Coleman, McKnight
Melbourne: Ferguson, Kelly
Training for the big fight
Richmond was a very physical side in 1888 and North Melbourne was not going to take any chances when 
it was its turn to meet the yellow and black. North’s Joey Tankard played the role of physical enforcer and 
the club selected its trainer Berrier to add some extra bite. Berrier took his role very seriously indeed and 
was reported for striking Richmond’s George Hughes. Berrier’s intimidating contribution was rewarded with 
a suspension from the VFA until the end of the 1889 season and he never played again.
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South Melbourne 1. 0 2. 1 3. 3 3. 6
Carlton 0. 3 1. 4 1. 6 3. 6
(SMCG; Att: 20-30,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Purdy, Grave, Kerr, O’Meara, McKay, Brown, Young
Carlton: Baker (bog), Hutchinson, Bailey, Gellatley, White, McKechnie
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns 2, McKay
Carlton: Baker 2, Berry
St Kilda 0. 4 2.12 3.12 5.13
Fitzroy 1. 8 2. 8 3.13 4.14
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Lockett, J. Morehouse, Freeman, Lorraine, Stiffe, Wilson
Fitzroy: Banks, Melling, Cleary, Beggs, Docherty, Page
Goals
St Kilda: Freeman 3, Smith, McCoy
Fitzroy: Docherty, Turner, Nicholls, Rapiport
September 15
Ballarat Imperial 1. 2 2. 4 3. 6 5. 7
Richmond 1. 4 3. 5 7. 5 10. 7
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Hosking, Gough, George
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Shand, G. Spiers, Scott, J. McKenzie
Richmond: Brown 5, Morton, Hill, House, Elder, Trowbridge
Fitzroy 2. 7 4.10 8.13 10.13
Essendon 0. 0 1. 6 1. 8 4.10 
(FCG)
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Best
Fitzroy: Cleary, Millard, Kerrigan, Ward, Muir, Burke
Essendon: Rout, Sebire, Fleming, Desailly, Carter, Ball
Goals
Fitzroy: Maher 3, Ward 2, Schmidt 2, Melling, Docherty, Brown
Essendon: Martin 2, Sebire 2
Melbourne 0. 3 3. 7 5. 8 6.12
Carlton 2. 6 3. 8 6.11 7.13
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie
Carlton: Strickland
Goals
Melbourne: Kelly 2, Rusden, Brooks, McKenzie, F. Franks
Carlton: Green 2, T. McInerney 2, McKechnie, Leydin, Whelan
North Melbourne 0. 3 2. 3 4. 9 5.14
Williamstown 0. 4 2. 4 2. 6 3. 7
(NMRR; Att: 1,200)
Best
North Melbourne: Tankard, Houston, Box, Carroll, Rushford
Williamstown: Jones, Fribbs, Saul
Goals
North Melbourne: Carroll 2, Houston 2, Ryan
Williamstown: Ward 2, Henderson
South Melbourne 1. 3 3. 7 4.10 6.13
Geelong 2. 2 2. 4 3. 5 3. 6
(SMCG: Att: 25,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Purdy, O’Meara, Graves, Burns, McKay, Kerr, Windley
Geelong: Robertson, Hickinbotham, H. McLean, Ryan, Talbot, Parkin 
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Goals
South Melbourne: Windley 2, Graves, Burns, Kerr, O’Meara
Geelong: Ryan, Jos. McShane, Talbot
St Kilda 1. 2 2. 9 2.11 2.12
Port Melbourne 2. 2 2. 3 4. 5 4. 9
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: McCoy, Lockett, O’Connor, Newlands, Collie, Keogh
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Taylor, J. Sharp, W. Sharp, Watson, Decis
Goals
St Kilda: O’Connor, McCoy
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee 2, Bogle, Taylor
Other Matches
Footscray v. University — Forfeited*
*Footscray awarded 4 points.
September 22
Fitzroy 1. 3 1. 3 2. 5 2. 8
South Melbourne 1. 4 3. 8 6. 9 10.10
(FCG; Att: 12,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Banks, Page, Ward, Muir, Beggs, Rapiport, Docherty, Melling
South Melbourne: Purdy (bog), Burns, Young, Kerr, O’Meara, Clarke, McKay
Goals
Fitzroy: Banks, Melling
South Melbourne: McKay 2, Clinton 2, Young, Kerr, Purdy, McShane, Reid, Burns
Geelong 1. 2 2. 6 2. 6 6.11
Carlton 3. 4 3. 6 6.11 6.12
(CO; Att: 6-10,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Talbot, Sykes, Robertson, Conway, H. McLean
Carlton: Baker, McKechnie, Maloney, Crapp, Whelan, C. Coulson
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Goals
Geelong: H. McLean 3, Parkin, Nelson, A. Boyd
Carlton: Leydin 2, Whelan, Berry, Baker, Green
Melbourne 1. 2 1. 2 2. 3 2. 4
Essendon 1. 3 1. 7 2. 8 4.12
(FSG; Att: 2-300)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Fox, Harper
Essendon: Miller, Robertson, Sebire, Carter, Stewart, Shaw
Goals
Melbourne: Ferguson, Brooks
Essendon: Richardson 2, Finlay, Morris
Port Melbourne 2. 5 2. 6 5.12 [5.12] Draw*
North Melbourne 0. 0 3. 6 3. 6 [3. 6]
(PMCG)
*The last quarter was not played because of heavy rain and teams agreed to call the game a draw.
Goals
Port Melbourne: W. Sharp 2, McLeod, Mitchell, Poat
North Melbourne: Ryan 2, Bailey
Williamstown 1. 2 3. 2 3. 3 5. 9
St Kilda 1. 1 1. 3 2. 3 3. 3
(WCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Goals
Williamstown: J. Smith 2, Williamson, Ryde, Thomas
St Kilda: McCoy, A. Smith, O’Connor
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 0 3. 9 3. 9 3.10
South Ballarat 0. 4 0. 5 2.12 2.16
(SP; Att: 7,000)
Best
Ballarat: Couttie, D. Christy, Hood, Lavater
South Ballarat: Ryan, Doney, Montgomery, Ellingsen
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Goals
Ballarat: Baker, Couttie, H. Ham
South Ballarat: Morden, Connaughton
Other matches
University v. Richmond (UCG) — Forfeited*
*Richmond awarded 4 points.
Non-premiership matches
Footscray 3. 1 v. Albion United 2.10
September 29
Essendon 1. 0 4. 4  6. 9
Richmond 2. 5 2. 5 2. 2.10
(FSG)
Best
Richmond: Eldridge, Hill, Elder, Thompson, Reddan, Coles
Goals
Essendon: Finlay, Carter, Sebire, Unknown, Richardson, Unknown
Richmond: Elder, Morton
Fitzroy 0. 7 0. 7 1.10 1.15
Carlton 0. 1 2. 8 3.11 4.13
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Banks, Beggs, Page, Melling, Nicholls, Ward, McRaile, Cleary
Carlton: Bailey, Baker, Leydin, Crapp, White, Hutchinson, McKechnie
Goals
Fitzroy: Docherty
Carlton: Green 2, Leydin, Baker
Geelong 3. 5 5.11 8.16 10.19
Melbourne 1. 1 1. 1 1. 2 1. 5
(CO; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Geelong: Ryan, H. McLean, Parkin, Reid, Conway
Melbourne: Kelly, Ferguson, Carah, Comber
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean 3, J. McShane 2, Ryan, Conway, Parkin, S. Boyd, Kearney
Melbourne: Benson
North Melbourne 2. 6 2. 7 4.13 4.13
South Melbourne 0. 1 1. 5 1. 5 3. 6
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Tankard, Box, Todd, Bingham, Alessio, Bean, Houston
South Melbourne: Purdy, Burns, McKay, Kerr, O’Meara, Peters, Spence, Brown
Goals
North Melbourne: Houston, Abrahams, Tankard, Bean
South Melbourne: Burns 2, Kerr
Port Melbourne 4. 8 4. 8 7.13 8.14
Ballarat 0. 0 2. 4 2. 4 3.12
(PMCG)
Goals
Port Melbourne: McLeod 2, Taylor 2, Hanneysee 2, Collings, Hyne
Ballarat: Couttie, Hood, D. Christy
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 0. 1 4. 9 5. 9 7.11
Ballarat Imperial 1. 4 1. 6 3.11 4.11
(SP)
Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyon 3, Connaughton 2, Montgomery, Jacka 
Ballarat Imperial: Lingham 2, G. McKenzie, Rogers
Other matches
Williamstown v. University — Forfeited*
*Williamstown awarded 4 points.
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October 6
Non-Premiership match
South Ballarat 7. 3 v. Fitzroy 3.11
Adelaide: Norwood v. South Melbourne*
*Known as the “Premiers’ Contest” or the “Football Championship of Australia”.
October 6
Norwood 4. 3 4. 5 6. 8 8.12
South Melbourne 1. 1 3. 8 3. 8 4.10
(Kensington Oval; Att: 1,000)
Best
Norwood: Daly (bog), Shaw, Dixon, Coombe, Grayson, Waldron
South Melbourne: Brown, Purdy, O’Meara, Kerr, Young, Spence
Goals
Norwood: McGrath 2, C. Woods 2, Liston 2, Daly, Miller
South Melbourne: Clinton 3, Young
Wednesday October 10
Norwood 1. 1 2. 2 3. 4 6. 8
South Melbourne 1. 4 1. 8 2. 9 2.11
(Kensington Oval; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Norwood: R. Bertram, Dixon, Shaw, Waldron, Rawson, McGaffin 
South Melbourne: Purdy, Elms, Brown, Peters, O’Meara, Spence
Goals
Norwood: McGrath 2, Packham 2, R. Bertram, Roberts
South Melbourne: Kerr, Reid
October 13
Norwood 1. 0 3. 1 5. 3 6. 4
South Melbourne 1. 4 2. 7 4.12 4.15
(Kensington Oval; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Norwood: O. Bertram, Burton, C. Woods, J. Woods, Waldron, Daly
South Melbourne: Brown, Burns, O’Meara, Purdy, Page, Reid
Goals
Norwood: C. Woods 2, Daly, Burton, McGrath, Haldane
South Melbourne: Reid 3, Page
1888 — Season Review
SENIOR RECORD
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 19 15 2 2 138 45 64 74.10
Geelong 19 12 4 3 97 73 56 64.84
Williamstown 20 13 1 6 77 57 54 59.40
Carlton 19 11 3 5 103 74 50 57.89
Richmond 21 11 2 8 86 76 48 50.28
Port Melbourne 22 12 1 9 97 80 50 49.99
North Melbourne 20 8 5 7 80 80 42 46.20
St Kilda 21 8 3 10 87 78 38 39.80
Essendon 19 7 1 11 60 80 30 34.73
Fitzroy 18 6 2 10 64 71 28 34.22
Melbourne 19 4 1 14 52 117 18 20.84
Ballarat 16 9 2 5 61 46 40 55.00*
South Ballarat 13 6 3 4 49 40 38 50.76
Footscray 15 5 0 10 33 70 20 29.33**
Ballarat Imperial 14 2 1 11 40 76 10 15.71
University 15 0 1 14 16 77 2 2.93
*The three Ballarat clubs did not play eighteen games so did not qualify for the premiership. Ballarat claimed the 1888 Western 
District premiership, and in the competition between the three Ballarat clubs points were as follows: Ballarat 22, South Ballarat 22, 
Ballarat Imperial 4.
**Footscray and University did not play eighteen games so did not qualify for the premiership. University had three walkover losses 
to Richmond, Footscray and Williamstown. 
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CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY
J. Baker (Carl.)*, P. Burns (SM), H. McLean (Geel.), D. Hickinbotham (Geel.), W. Bailey (Carl.), W. Hanneysee (PM),
F. McKnight (PM)
*Rated the ‘champion of the colony’ by the Australasian, and the Best follower by the The Sportsman.
1888 —LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
W. Brown (Rich.) 31 (39)
D. McKay (SM) 25 (50)
W. Green (Carl.) 22 (35-42)
P. Burns (SM) 21 (31)
J. O’Connor (St K) 21 (23)
W. Hanneysee (PM) 20 (26)
P. McShane (Geel.) 19 (19)
J. Baker (Carl.) 17 (24)
F. Lyon (S.Ball.) 17 (30-33)
H. McCoy (St K) 17 (17)
H.C. McLeod (PM) 16 (18)
*Goals in premiership matches. Goals in all matches in brackets.
VICTORIAN JUNIOR FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
Premiers:     North Park
Leading Junior Clubs
Albert Park, Albion United, Britannia, Domain (South Yarra District), Epsom United, North Park, 
Ozone (North Melb.) Rising Star, Rising Sun, South St Kilda, South Yarra, Union Jack, Waverley, 
West Melbourne Alma
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Fitzroy: NSW tour
24/5: Wallsend 5.5 v. Fitzroy 10.15
26/5: Northumberland 2.3 v. Fitzroy 9.18
29/5: Maitland Juniors (23) 1.5 v. Fitzroy 10.15
31/5: Newcastle District (20) 2.2 v. Fitzroy (17) 22.24
2/6: Northern District (comb.) 4.9 v. Fitzroy 7.13
Melbourne: Queensland & Sydney Tour
16/6: Brisbane (comb.) 3.5 v. Melbourne 6.15
18/6: Ipswich 1.7 v. Melbourne 6.11
20/6: Brisbane 1.5 v. Melbourne 4.16
23/6: Sydney (comb.) 1.1 v. Melbourne 2.11
Carlton: Tasmanian Tour
23/6: South Tasmania 7.4 v. Carlton 6.8
27/6: City Club 3.5 v. Carlton 8.6
30/6: South Tasmania 2.7 v. Carlton 3.8
Geelong: Tasmanian Tour
18/7: Railway 2.6 v. Geelong 3.11
21/7: South Tasmania 5.2 v. Geelong 2.14
25/7: South Tasmania 4.5 v. Geelong 4.4
28/7: North Tasmania 1.6 v. Geelong 4.7
North Melbourne: Western District Tour
24/7: Tower Hill 1.2 v. North Melbourne 2.9
26/7: Warrnambool 6.11 v. North Melbourne 6.17
28/7: Combined Western District 3.6 v. North 
Melbourne 8.4
Essendon: Adelaide Tour 
11/8: Adelaide 3.11 v. Essendon 6.10
14/8: South Adelaide 3.6 v. Essendon 6.11
16/8: Norwood 1.4 v. Essendon 2.2
18/8: Port Adelaide 3.13 v. Essendon 3.13
South Melbourne: Western District Tour
16/8: Warrnambool 2.8 v. South Melbourne 10.22
17/8: Port Fairy Rovers 1.3 v. South Melbourne 16.23
18/8: Warrnambool (comb.) 4.3 v. South Melbourne 
7.17
21/8: Tower Hill 0.4 v. South Melbourne 6.8
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1889
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: T. Leydin
Vice Captain: W. Maloney
Team: T. Allen (1), W. Bailey (20), W. Batters (20), A. Berry (2), S. Bloomfield (2), E. Brooks (5), 
J. Carroll (7), C. Coulson (19), W.I. Crapp (20), G. Currie (20), T. Fox (2), A. Gellatley (6), 
W. Green (19), D. Hutchinson (19), J. Keane (18), J.P. Kelly (3), T. Leydin (18), J. Lorraine (10), 
W. Maloney (19), J. McCarthy (11), T. McInerney (10), W. McKechnie (17), A. McKenzie (15), 
W. Mears (1), J. Melville (1), R. Morgan (1), T. O’Connor (17), F. O’Rourke (2), J. Roberts (20), 
E. Sutton (18), E. Waldron (6), W.J. Walton (2), W. Watling (19), G. White (19), P. Williams (11)
Goal kickers:
 W. Green [27], T. Leydin [12], G. White [11], W. Watling [9], G. Currie [8], T. O’Connor [7], 
A. McKenzie [5], A. Gellatley [3], E. Brooks [2], J. Carroll [2], J. Keane [2], J. Kelly [2], 
T. McInerney [2], R. Morgan [2], J. Roberts [2], W. Bailey [1], A. Berry [1], T. McCarthy [1], 
W. McKechnie [1]
New: S. Bloomfield (1887), E. Brooks (FI/Melb.), G. Currie (Will/WJ), 
T. Fox (NP, then Melb. 22/6), J.P. Kelly (Univ/Carl/Wav.), 
J. Lorraine (St K/Prah/Hb, 3/7), J. McCarthy (PM), 
A. McKenzie (Melb/Coburg, May), R. Morgan (SC/Carl), 
T. O’Connor (Tas/SM/SMJ), F. O’Rourke (Univ/QLD), J. Roberts (Ball. Imp.),   
W. Walton (Rainbow), W. Watling (SA/Carl/SA)
Departures: J. Baker (Geel.), A. Berry (CC, Tas, June), M. McInerney (NM), G. Orwin (Melb.), 
W. Strickland (Inj.) 
Essendon
Captain: W. Fleming
Vice Captain: T. Rout
Team*: S. Angwin (21), F. Ball (20), G. Cairns (3), A. ‘Driver’ Carter (18), J. Chadwick (20), 
E. Clayton (9), L. Dallas (1), G. Desailly (20), A. Dick (21), C. Finlay (19), J. Fitzpatrick (6), 
W. Fleming (20), C. Forbes (19), W. Goddard (8), R. Hammond (14), J. Kerrigan (5), 
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H.C. McLeod (4), W. Morris (2), J. Mouritz (21), F. Nomens (6), Peacock (1), C. Pearson (11), 
A. Richardson (3), A. Robertson (18), T. Rout (20), Saunders (1), W. Schutt (15), A. Sebire (16), 
W. Shaw (20), H. Simpson (2), J. Stafford (15), A. Steel (1), H. Stewart (1), P. Stubbs (20), 
A. Sykes (8), A. Syme (1), W. Tallent (5), W. Thompson (3)
* 4/5: 2 missing (likely Clayton and Thompson, but not credited).
Goal kickers:
 A. Carter [16], J. Chadwick [9], C. Pearson [9], W. Schutt [9], C. Forbes [8], C. Finlay [6], 
J. Mouritz [6], F. Ball [5], T. Rout [5], A. Sykes [5], W. Fleming [4], A. Sebire [4], W. Thompson [4], 
J. Kerrigan [3], H.C. McLeod [3], F. Nomens [2], A. Richardson [2], W. Shaw [2], J. Stafford [2], 
S. Angwin [1], G. Cairns [1], E. Clayton [1], G. Desailly [1], J. Fitzpatrick [1], W. Goddard [1], 
B. Hammond [1], P. Stubbs [1]
New: S. Angwin (Tas/Univ/Ess/MGS), G. Cairns (St K/Ball/Ess.), J. Chadwick (ED), 
C. Forbes (NP), W. Goddard (WG/Geel.), R. Hammond (Brighton/MGS), 
E.J. Hill (SM, 15/6), J. Kerrigan (Fitz, Aug.), H.C. McLeod (PM, 7/6), 
J. Mouritz (Brighton/MGS), F. Nomens (Newstead/SC), Peacock (2nds), 
C. Pearson (1886), W. Schutt (Univ.), A. Sykes (WG/Geel, Aug.), W. Tallent (NP), 
W. Thompson (Geel.)
Departures: G. Cairns (Ball/St K, back to Ess. 22/6), G. Headen (PM), G. Lidstone (Melb.), 
C. Pearson (QLD, Aug.), M. Rout (Sth. Adel, SA), 
H. Simpson (St K, during season), W. Tallent (PM, 3/7)
Fitzroy
Captain: J. Worrall
Vice Captain: T. Banks
Team: T. Banks (20), J. Beggs (15), E. Brown (7), C. Buckley (19), W. Buckley (17), R. Burgess (2), 
P. Burke (2), W. Cleary (19), C. Clough (3), L. Davies (7), J. Elliott (7), R. Ewing (16), Fox (2), 
P. Gleeson (18), C. Hickey (6), T. Hiles (18), J. Hogg (1), Kennedy (1), L. Keogh (17), 
J. Kerrigan (3), J. McRaile (20), T. Meates (12), E. Melling (19), P. Millard (19), D. Moyes (7), 
J. Muir (1), A. Neale (2), E. Nicholls (19), H. Rapiport (19), A. Salton (11), W. Schmidt (3), 
E. Strahan (16), R.S. Thomson (14), J. Wiseman (19), J. Worrall (20)
Goal kickers:
 J. Worrall [26], W. Cleary [13], H. Rapiport [8], T. Meates [6], E. Nicholls [6], C. Buckley [5], 
T. Banks [4], J. Wiseman [4], P. Gleeson [3], E. Melling [3], A. Salton [3], J. Beggs [2], C. Hickey [2], 
T. Hiles [1]
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New: W. Buckley (Britannia), P. Burke (Ball, returned to 15/6), 
C. Clough (Britannia/Brunsw.), L. Davies (Univ.), Fox (Brunsw.), 
P. Gleeson (Univ.), L.J. Keogh (St K, 1/6), T. Meates (SoB), D. Moyes (Marybgh), 
A. Neale (Univ.), A. Salton (Rich, during season), E.A. Strahan (Univ/Melb, 8/6), 
R.S. Thomson (Univ/Geel.), J. Wiseman (Melb.), J. Worrall (1887)
Departures: G. Hall (St K), J. Hogg (Ball, 15/6), J. Kerrigan (Ess, during season), 
J. Muir (PM, late June), B. Page (SM), J. Strachan (PM), T. Ward (PM)
Footscray
Captain: A. Ley
Vice Captain: M. Pender
Team*: A. Anderson (11), W. Anderson (16), J. Barrass (16), Black (3), J. Brown (16), D. Cairns (5), 
J. Cameron (1), J. Carlton (4), T. Carlton (12), Cherry (7), W. Coleman (1), C. Considine (9), 
C. Copplestone (12), J. Coward (1), F. Davis (12), Delisle (1), H. Douglas (16), F. Drury (15), 
W. Elliott (4), Emmerson (2), Fraser (1), E. Heath (10), A. Higgins (3), S. Hood (1), 
G. Lemon (4), A. Ley (15), G. Martin (1), J. Munro (15), Murray (2), W. O’Halloran (2), 
M. Pender (15), Phillips (2), Porter (1), J. Roberts (16), D. Sadlier (10), J. Sawyer (1), 
C. Schoman (16), Sinclair (3), T. Spence (3), G. Thompson (13), L.J. Thompson (5), 
A. Whitehead (1), A. Williams (3), G. Woods (11)
* 22/6: 2 missing; from Cairns, Heath, Sadlier, L. Thompson.
Goal kickers:
 H. Douglas [11], M. Pender [5], C. Considine [4], T. Carlton [2], F. Davis [2], G. Thompson [2], 
W. Anderson [1], J. Barrass [1], J. Brown [1], J. Carlton [1], Cherry [1], C. Copplestone [1], 
W. Elliott [1], E. Heath [1], A. Ley [1], Murray [1], T. Spence [1]
New: T. Carter (Sth. Adel, SA), W. Coleman (FEx), C. Considine (Sandh.), 
J. Coward (SoF), G. Martin (Will/Fitz, 29/6). Phillips (Newport), J. Sawyer (1887)
Departures: J. Carlton (NM, 15/6), F. Huggins (Will.), J. Sutherland (PM)
Geelong
Captain: D. Hickinbotham
Vice Captain: J. Julien
Team*: M. Armstrong (16), F. Bailey (1), J. Baker (18), J. Bannister (4), C. Blunt (1), A. Boyd (3), 
C. Brownlow (6), S. Brunger (18), Burke (1), T. Clanchy (2), J. Conway (18), L. Davie (1), 
F. Furnell (12), F. Gillett (4), W. Goddard (4), D. Hickinbotham (16), W. Hooper (2), 
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E. James (1), J. Julien (18), D. Kearney (1), M. Kearney (3), H. McLean (20), J. McLean (13), 
Jos. McShane (2), P. McShane (9), G. Meek (9), A. Morrison (3), T. Mullen (6), F. Nelson (1), 
W. Nelson (1), V. O’Farrell (7), H. Parker (9), T. Parkin (9), G. Pike (13), J. Reid (17), 
R. Reid (18), A. Robertson (20), R. Robinson (20), J. Ryan (20), W. Scott (1), R. Talbot (19), 
A. Timms (9), H. Waugh (2), G. Wilson (2)
* 18/5: 1 missing (Furnell or Goddard). 
Goal kickers:
 J. Baker [18], J. Julien [12], V. O’Farrell [8], J. Ryan [8], P. McShane [7], H. McLean [6], 
Jos. McShane [5], R. Reid [5], J. Reid [4], M. Armstrong [3], R. Talbot [3], A. Timms [3], 
M. Kearney [2], C. Brownlow [1], G. Meek [1], T. Mullen [1], T. Parkin [1]
New: M. Armstrong (GC), J. Baker (Carl/NG), Burke (2nds), T. Clanchy (WG), 
L. Davie (WG), F. Gillett (Melb/Ess/Geel.), E. James (GGS), M. Kearney (GC), 
A. Morrison (Univ/Geel.), W. Nelson (NG), V. O’Farrell (EG/GC), 
J. Reid (SM/Will/Geel.), R. Robinson (Melb/Geel/Melb/Geel.), 
A. Timms (GC/MGS), H. Waugh (GC)
Departures: W. Goddard (WG/Ess, during season), A. Sykes (WG/Ess.), W. Thompson (Ess.)
Melbourne
Captain: E. Fox
Vice Captain: J. Kelly/G. Benson
Team*: W.L. Aitken (6), G. Allen (5), Avery (1), Bain (6), G. Benson (6), J. Benson (16), Blair (1), 
R. Brown (6), J. Carah (15), Carroll (1), H. Claringbould (4), Clarke (1), N. Cohen (1), 
Comber (2), A. Connelly (3), T. Deane (5), J. Doble (3), A. Doherty (4), Donald (6), Drood (1), 
W. Farrell (8), E. Firebrace (3), E. Fox (21), T. Fox (13), J. Freeman (1), H. Fry (10), 
J. Garton (4), G. Hallett (16), H. Harper (2), J. Harvey (2), H. Hayes (1), A. Healing (11), 
P. Houston (1), J. Kelly (6), R. Kelly (18), T. Kennedy (4), J. Kerrigan (10), A. King (2), 
H. King (3), Lander (1), G. Langridge (13), M. Lemon (2), Lidstone (4), E. Lording (2), 
E. Lynar (12), Mathieson (4), McArthur (3), McCann (2), McCarthy (1), J. McGrath (2), 
A. McKean (2), A. McKenzie (2), R. McKinlay (2), Mitchell (17), H. Mitchell (2), H. Morrison (6), 
Mullen (2), Munro (2), H. Nixon (1), J. Nuttall (2), H. Orwin (4), P. Parsons (1), Prentice (1), 
P. Russell (4), Shaw (1), F. Sheehan (17), G. Slattery (12), W. Smith (19), South (1), 
C. Spooner (2), G. Strachan (11), Thomson (1), H. Trowbridge (9), W. Tulloch (2), Woodman (1)
* 11/5: 2 missing (from Allen, R. Kelly, Langridge, McGrath, Mathieson, Mitchell, Sheehan) 
 18/5: J. Kelly credited with a match, but could be R. Kelly. 24/5: 4 missing; from Allen, Russell, Sheehan, 
Spooner, Thompson. 27/7: 10 missing; from Bain, Carah, Connelly, Doherty, Farrell, Fry, Hammond, Kelly, 
Kerrigan, Lidstone, Lynar, McKinlay, McPherson, Mitchell, Plant, Prentice, & Smith.
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Goal kickers:
 W. Smith [9], J. Benson [7], R. Kelly [6], G. Langridge [3], H. Trowbridge [3], W.L. Aitken [2], 
E. Firebrace [2], G. Hallett [2], G. Allen [1], G. Benson [1], J. Carah [1], W. Farrell [1], J. Kelly [1], 
M. Lemon [1], McCann [1], R. McKinlay [1], Mitchell [1], F. Sheehan [1], South [1], Unknown [2]*
* 2 unknown: 10/8 & 7/9
New: W.L. Aitken (NI), J. Benson (Coburg), H. Claringbould (Will.), 
N. Cohen (SC), T. Deane (Jun.), J. Dobell (Jun.), A. Doherty (22/6), 
Donald (Jun.), E. Firebrace (Univ/SC), T. Fox (Carl/NP), H. Fry (Vaucl.), 
J. Harvey (Ess, 1887), H. Hayes (Univ/Melb.), A. Healing (Waltham), 
P. Houston (22/6), T. Kennedy (Univ.), J. Kerrigan (Univ.), G. Langridge (Brunsw.), 
G. Lidstone (Ess/NP), J. McGrath (Norw, SA), A. McKean (SC), H. Mitchell (Jun.), 
H. Morrison (Univ/Melb.), H. Nixon (22/6), H. Orwin (Clyde), P. Russell (Jun.), 
F. Sheehan (SPC), H. Trowbridge (Rich, 8/6), W. Tulloch (Jun.)
Departures: F. Franks (NM), E. Griffith (St K), E. Lording (NM, 15/6), J. McGowan (SM), 
A. McKenzie (Carl, 1/6), E. Reynolds (SM), J. Wiseman (Fitz.)
North Melbourne
Captain: W.M. Johnston/H. Todd
Vice Captain: H. Todd
Team: M. Abrahams (19), H. Alessio (19), J. Allen (1), G. Bailey (1), E. Bean (20), G. Bean (2), 
G. Bingham (16), T. Box (4), Buckley (1), J. Carlton (8), W.J. Carroll (20), H. Christian (16), 
F. Franks (4), A. Gibson (13), R. Gibson (20), R. Houston (8), W.A. Johnston (13), 
W.M. Johnston (20), E. Lording (12), H. Lording (1), C. Marshman (10), M. McInerney (19), 
J. Middleton (15), Morris (1), T. Peters (8), C. Pickerd (3), R. Robertson (19), G. Rowley (1), 
J. Rushford (15), J. Ryan (18), Shaw (4), F. Smith (2), R. Stevens (10), G. Sykes (5), 
J. Tankard (13), H. Todd (20), W.P. Wallace (1), E. Williams (18)
Goal kickers:
 M. Abrahams [14]. E. Williams [13], W.J. Carroll [10], R. Gibson [6], J. Middleton [6], 
R. Robertson [6], G. Sykes [6], H. Todd [6], M. McInerney [5], W.M. Johnston [4], J. Ryan [4], 
H. Alessio [3], C. Marshman [3], J. Carlton [2], E. Bean [1], W.A. Johnston [1], T. Peters [1], 
R. Stevens [1], J. Tankard [1], Unknown [1]*
* 1 unknown: 3/8.
New: J. Carlton (Foots, 15/6), F. Franks (Melb.), A. Gibson (SM), W.A. Johnston (1887), 
E. Lording (Melb/AU, 15/6), M. McInerney (Carl/NM/Ess.), 
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C. Marshman (Maryleb.), J. Middleton (Maryleb.), T. Peters (SM/Will/Hoth.), 
G. Rowley (Sth. Adel, SA), R. Stevens (2nds)
Departures: G. Bingham (Country, Aug.), R. Houston (St K, back to NM, June), Howrie (SM), 
A. Maxwell (PM)
Port Melbourne
Captain: E. Decis/W. Hanneysee
Vice Captain: W. Sharp
Team*: C. Begg (1), J. Bogle (11), E. Burke (15), D.J. Coleman (16), L. Collings (19), M. Daly (1), 
E. Decis (4), Wm. Fraser (3), Jas. Graham (17), W. Hanneysee (19), P. Harper (19), 
G. Headen (16), Hedley (1), P. Hyne (10), J. Lawrence (10), H. Layton (2), P. Mackay (18), 
A. Maxwell (19), F. McKnight (19), T. McLeod (1), W. Morton (19), J. Muir (12), G. Munro (5), 
Newbound (13), E. Pike (1), S. Poat (1), Rowney (1), J. Sharp (20), W. Sharp (18), 
J. Strachan (20), J. Sutherland (19), W. Tallent (1), Jno. Taylor (13), E. Vine (18), T. Ward (18)
Goal kickers:
 Jas. Graham [10], W. Hanneysee [10], F. McKnight [8], J. Muir [8], W. Sharp [7], T. Ward [7], 
A. Maxwell [6], D.J. Coleman [5], Wm. Fraser [5], J. Sharp [5], E. Burke [4], J. Bogle [3], 
P. Harper [2], J. Lawrence [2], J. Sutherland [2], C. Begg [1], L. Collings [1], G. Headen [1], 
H. Layton [1], P. Mackay [1], W. Morton [1], J. Strachan [1], J. Taylor [1], E. Vine [1]
New: C. Begg (PMI), W. Fraser (WE), Jas. Graham (St K/Sandhurst, during season), 
G. Headen (Ess.), J. Lawrence (NP/NM), A. Maxwell (NM), J. Muir (Fitz.), 
G. Munro (1887), Newbound (SMJ), Rowney (Tas.), J. Strachan (Fitz.), 
J. Sutherland (Foots.), W. Tallent (Ess/NP), T. Ward (Fitz.)
Departures: E. Decis (SM, 6/89), J. Dunne (SM), H. Layton (St K, 6/89), J. McCarthy (Carl.), 
H. McLeod (Ess, June)
Richmond
Captain: P. O’Loughlin
Vice Captain: A. Searle
Team*: A. Banner (12), W. Brown (19), E. Burwood (19), H. Burwood (3), J. Coles (16), 
J. Constable (2), A.J. Davis (19), G. Griffiths (18), Guthrie (1), J. Hall (2), A. Hill (6), 
G. Hughes (4), Kemp (3), J. Kilmartin (12), Langdon (1), Lempriere (1), T. Lyons (19), 
G. McLeod (17), McPhee (13), P. McSweeney (15), H. Morton (11), W. Murray (13), 
P. O’Loughlin (18), J. Orr (1), T. Reddan (3), Ryan (1), A. Salton (3), A. Searle (18), J. Shore (17), 
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C. Stephens (17), J. Stewart (17), W. Stewart (3), C. Syle (18), H. Thomson (19), Trengrove (1), 
H. Trowbridge (2), J. Warren (4), F. Wookey (7)
* 1/6: 5 missing; from Banner, Hughes, McLeod, McPhee, McSweeney, Murray, Shore.
Goal kickers:
 W. Brown [21], A. Searle [8], C. Syle [7], P. O’Loughlin [5], H. Thomson [5], J. Kilmartin [4], 
G. McLeod [2], H. Morton [2], C. Stephens [2], J. Davis [1], G. Griffiths [1], G. Hughes [1], 
Kemp [1], T. Lyons [1], A. Salton [1]
New: J. Constable (NP), A.J. Davis (Britannia), G. Griffiths (St K), 
J. Hall (Rich. Jun.), Kemp (SY), J. Kilmartin (Marlton/St K), J. Orr (Sale), 
J. Warren (Will, back to 29/6)
Departures: T. Box (Frankston), G. Dunne (St K), A. Elder (ER), G. Howarth (ER), 
H. Morton (St K, back mid-June), A. Powell (SM), 
A. Salton (Fitz, during season), H. Trowbridge (Melb, during season)
South Melbourne
Captain: H. Elms
Vice Captain: P. Burns
Team*: E. Barrett (19), A. Bennett (6), A. Bodycombe (1), A. Brown (16), P. Burns (19), T. Bushell (9), 
C. Clarke (3), J. Clinton (16), E. Decis (8), R. Doran (18), J. Dowdall (1), J. Dunne (17), 
W. Ellis (18), H. Elms (19), T. Glenn (4), Hall (1), A. Hill (2), J. Howard (3), W.H. Jones (6), 
R. Kerr (19), J. McGowan (3), D. McKay (19), A. McMurray (17), T. McShane (2), 
J. O’Meara (19), G. O’Regan (2), B. Page (19), A. Powell (18), H. Purdy (17), E. Reynolds (2), 
Riordan (1), W. Spence (17), W. Windley (17), J. Wyatt (6), J. Young (2)
* 1/6: 4 missing. Probably R. Doran, J. Dunne, A. McMurray & A. Powell, but possibly A. Bennett, 
   E. Decis, T. McShane or J. Wyatt.
Goal kickers:
 E. Barrett [29], D. McKay [16], P. Burns [14], J. Clinton [12], B. Page [9], T. Bushell [8], 
H. Purdy [7], R. Kerr [6], A. Powell [4], W. Windley [3], T. Glenn [2], W.H. Jones [2], 
A. McMurray [2], J. O’Meara [2], A. Brown [1], E. Hill [1], G. O’Regan [1], Riordan [1], J. Wyatt [1]
New: A. Bennett (St K, back to — Aug.), A. Bodycombe (Ball.), E. Decis (PM, 6/89), 
J. Dunne (PM), T. Glenn (WG), Hall (UJ/Capulets), 
J. Howard (Hoth, 1887 then to Bendigo), W.H. Jones (Will/S. Will/Melb, 1/6), 
J. McGowan (Melb.), A. McMurray (UJ/SP), B. Page (Fitz/Marybgh), 
A. Powell (Rich.), E. Reynolds (Melb/Prah.), Riordan (Cresw.)
Departures: A. Gibson (NM), F. Grave (Business), J. McDonald (Will.), T. Peters (NM)
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St Kilda
Captain: W. Lockett
Vice Captain: G. Wilson/W. Stiffe
Team: A. Bennett (4), F. Best (1), J. Blake (15), F. Burton (2), G. Cairns (2), W. Calverley (1), 
A. (‘Cundy’) Collie (11), G. Ditchburn (1), S. Donahoo (1), C. Dunn (17), G. Dunne (2), 
Dynon (1), Edwards (1), E. Farley (15), Featherstone (1), M. Fox (4), G. Freeman (5), 
Jas. Graham (3), E. Griffith (9), G. Hall (1), J.S. Harding (18), R. Houston (3), J. Jackson (17), 
A. Jacobs (2), J. Keogh (7), H. Layton (12), W. Lockett (16), J. Lorraine (1), Major (1), 
Matthews (1), T. McCoy (17), F. McDonald (14), M. Moloney (6), A. Morehouse (3), 
J. Morehouse (12), H. Morton (1), W. Newlands (17), J. O’Connor (3), G. Pillar (3), 
E. Pringle (3), D. Robinson (12), A. Rusden (16), H. Simpson (9), A. Smith (18), J. Smith (2), 
Snow (3), R. Speary (13), W. Stiffe (14), Summers (1), J. Walton (1), F. Waugh (4), 
C.G. Wilson (15)
Goal kickers:
 T. McCoy [11], F. McDonald [10], A. Smith [9], R. Speary [5], C. Dunne [4], W. Newlands [4], 
E. Griffith [3], J. Morehouse [3], G. Dunne [2], W. Lockett [2], G. Cairns [1], A. Collie [1], 
G. Freeman [1], J. Graham [1], J.S. Harding [1], J. Jackson [1], H. Morton [1], C.G. Wilson [1]
New: G. Cairns (Ball/Ess/Ball.), S. Donahoo (WC), G. Dunne (Rich.), 
G. Freeman (Univ.), Jas. Graham (Sandh, then to PM), E. Griffith (Melb.), 
G. Hall (Fitz.), S. Harding (Maryleb.), R. Houston (NM, back to, 22/6), 
H. Layton (PM/Rich.), F. McDonald (SFX), H. Morton (Rich, back to, June),   
E. Pringle (Tas/MGS), A. Rusden (Melb/Univ/Prah.), 
H. Simpson (Ess, during season), R. Speary (WC), J. Walton (WC), 
F. Waugh (SMI)
Departures: A. Bennett (SM/Maryleb, back in Aug.), G. Griffiths (Rich.), L.J. Keogh (Fitz, 1/6), 
J. Lorraine (Carl, 3/7), T. Smiley (Sth. St K)
Williamstown
Captain: W.F. Jones
Vice Captain: D. McDonald
Team: A. Brown (1), A. Brownfield (19), Bull (1), G. Cooper (19), Dumphey (2),
M. (‘Guthrie’) Fitzpatrick (1), W. Foote (15), J. Fribbs (19), W. Garlick (3), R. Gibbs (17), 
Godwin (1), E. Griffin (19), D. Hall (6), A. Henderson (12), F. Huggins (19), R. James (2), 
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W.F. Jones (20), W.H. Jones (1), Lyle (4), D. McDonald (3), J. McDonald (16), 
M. McPherson (15), W. McPherson (8), D. Murray (17), E. Pierce (17), F. Rider (1), 
H. Ryde (7), R. Salt (20), Slater (5), J. Slatter (5), H. Smith (15), J. Smith (9), J. Sutton (2), 
J. Ward (2), E. Warren (20), J. Warren (6), G. Williamson (15), A. Worroll (18), W. Young (17)
Goal kickers:
 R. Gibbs [10], M. McPherson [8], A. Worroll [8], R. Salt [6], W. McPherson [4], W. Garlick [3], 
A. Brownfield [2], G. Cooper [2], F. Huggins [2], W.F. Jones [2], J. Smith [2], E. Warren [2], 
R. Hall [1], A. Henderson [1], J. Ward [1], W. Young [1]
New: A. Brownfield (Ess. 2nds), Dumphy (Kilmore), W. Foote (Geel.), 
F. Huggins (Foots.), J. McDonald (SM, 25/5/Foots.)
Departures: H. Claringbould (Melb.), G. Currie (Carl.), W.H. Jones (SM, 1/6), 
G. Martin (Foots, 29/6), M. Scully (N. Will.), J. Ward (Bendigo, June), 
J. Warren (Rich, back to, 29/6)
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1889 Season
May 4
Carlton 2. 3 3. 5 3. 8 3. 9
Port Melbourne 1. 2 1. 6 2. 8 4. 9
(MCG; Att: 4-10,000)
Best
Carlton: Bailey, O’Connor, McKechnie, Carroll, Batters, Green 
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee (bog), McKnight, Mackay, Ward, Vine, Decis 
Goals
Carlton: McInerney, Green, Carroll
Port Melbourne: Layton, J. Sharp, Ward, Bogle
Essendon 1. 1 2. 2 5. 3 6. 7 
Williamstown 1. 2 1. 4 1. 6 1. 8
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Pearson (bog), Chadwick, Finlay, Fitzpatrick, Sebire, Carter
Williamstown: Slatter, Salt, Murray, Griffin, W.F. Jones, Fribbs, W.H. Jones
Goals
Essendon: Chadwick 2, Fitzpatrick, Richardson, Pearson, Finlay
Williamstown: Brownfield
Tactical Advantage
After Port Melbourne hit the lead in the last quarter against Carlton, Blues’ acting captain Will Maloney took 
desperate measures. He 
massed his men forward and, as a consequence, left his goal and the approaches thereto almost 
undefended. This he did … in the hope of breaking down his antagonists’ stubborn defence by 
sheer force of weight, and the fact that his side gained two or three behinds by it goes some distance 
towards establishing the wisdom of the action. Seeing that there was only a few minutes to play, 
and that, as a general thing, the ball will be found where the players are most thickly congregated, I 
think he was perfectly justified in making the bold dash he did make to pull the game out of the fire.
Australasian, 11/5/1889.
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Fitzroy 0. 2 0. 2 2. 3 2. 4
North Melbourne 0. 2 2. 4 3. 8 6. 9
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Buckley, Worrall, Banks, Schmidt, Burke, Melling, Ewing
North Melbourne: Abrahams, Sykes, W.M. Johnston, Ryan, Rushford, Gibson
Goals
Fitzroy: Hickey, Worrall
North Melbourne: Sykes 2, Ryan 2, Marshman, Williams
Melbourne 0. 3 1. 5 3. 7 4.10
Footscray 0. 1 2. 3 2. 5 3. 7
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Fox, G. Benson, McKenzie, Russell, Smith, Deane
Footscray: Anderson, Douglas, Brown, Pender, Carlton, Drury
Goals
Melbourne: Smith 2, G. Benson, South
Footscray: Murray, J. Carlton, Douglas
South Melbourne 2. 1 6. 5 8. 7 12.10
Richmond 1. 2 1. 2 2. 4 2. 4
(SMCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Page, McKay, Kerr, Hill, Burns, Barrett, Ellis, O’Meara 
Richmond: Searle, Banner, J. Stewart, Brown, O’Loughlin
Goals
South Melbourne: Page 5, Kerr 2, McKay 2, Barrett, Wyatt, McMurray
Richmond: Brown, O’Loughlin
St Kilda 4. 2 4. 5 5. 5 6.11
Geelong 1. 1 2. 3 3. 7 3. 8
(St K CG; Att: 6-8,000)
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Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, J. Morehouse, Lockett, Houston, Stiffe, Newlands
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Talbot, Julien, Goddard, Conway, McLean
Goals
St Kilda: A. Smith 3, Harding, McCoy, Wilson
Geelong: P. McShane, Ryan, Jos. McShane
May 11
Essendon 1. 6 1. 8 5.14 8.14 
Richmond 1. 0 2. 4 2. 4 3. 5
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Dick (bog), Finlay, Clayton, Carter, Desailly, Sebire, Chadwick
Richmond: Thompson, Stewart, O’Loughlin, Lyons, Syle, Burwood
Goals
Essendon: Finlay 2, Thompson 2, Carter 2, Chadwick, Richardson
Richmond: Davis, Syle, Thomson
Footscray 0. 0 1. 8 1. 9 2.10
Port Melbourne 2. 3 2. 3 4. 5 4. 6
(WO; Att: 3,000)
Best
Footscray:  A. Anderson, W. Anderson, Cherry, T. Carlton, J. Carlton, Barrass
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Decis, Lawrence, Maxwell, Newbound
January Exhibition Match for American Baseballers
On January 5 American baseballers played some exhibition matches to entertain the 6-7,000 spectators who 
attended the MCG. In return, Carlton and Port Melbourne played an exhibition football match that ended 
3-3, and the Americans ‘who closely watched the play, expressed themselves as much pleased with the 
game. Besides gaining instruction in the Australasian game of football, they had the opportunity of hearing 
a crowd of ‘barrackers’ yell’ (The Argus, 7/1/1889). Unfortunately, Bartholomew the aeronaut, who was 
supposed to descend to the ground by parachute from a balloon during the afternoon could not do so due 
to unfavourable winds, which provoked “some demonstrations of disapproval” from the crowd. 
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Goals
Footscray: Cherry, Pender  
Port Melbourne: Maxwell, Sutherland, McKnight, Ward
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 1. 0 1. 1
Carlton 2. 0 3. 4 4. 4 5. 7
(MCG; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie (bog), Carah, H. King, A. King, E. Fox, Benson
Carlton: Watling, McKechnie, McCarthy, Maloney, Hutchinson
Goals
Melbourne: J. Benson
Carlton: White, Green, Gellatley, Currie, McCarthy
South Melbourne 0. 2 2. 5 4. 6 6. 6
Williamstown 1. 0 1. 0 2. 2 3. 2
(SMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: O’Meara, Burns, Purdy, McKay, Kerr, Page, Barrett, Wyatt
Williamstown: Ryde, Williamson, Henderson, Griffin, Fribbs, Worroll
Goals
South Melbourne: Page 2, Purdy, Barrett, Riordan, O’Meara
Williamstown: Worroll, Henderson, Ward
St Kilda 1. 1 3. 3 3. 6 3. 8
North Melbourne 3. 4 3. 4 6. 9 6.10
(St K CG; Att: 5-10,000)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Newlands, Stiffe, Rusden, Lockett, Morehouse
North Melbourne: Sykes (bog), Carroll, Christian, Todd, Bingham, Johnston
Goals
St Kilda: Morton, Cairns, A. Smith
North Melbourne: Sykes 2, Robertson, Alessio, Williams, W.M. Johnston
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Non-premiership matches 
Geelong & Fitzroy 
May 18
Inter-colonial
Victoria 1. 3 4. 3 5. 6 6. 9
Southern Tasmania 1. 2 1. 4 1. 5 1. 6
(MCG; Att: 20,000)
Best
Victoria: Worrall (bog), McKechnie, Page, Windley, Fleming, Pearson
South’n Tasmania: Edwards, Hebir, Cundy, Vautin, Lovett, McGuiness, Stuart
Goals
Victoria: Worrall 2, Cleary 2, Morehouse, Smith
South’n Tasmania: Chiverton
Victoria
*Colours: Blue & Gold (half & half — harlequin pattern)
Starting 20
B: W. Stiffe (St K), W. Fleming (v-c) (Ess.), C. Buckley (Fitz.)
HB: W. Lockett (St K), A. Brown (SM), W. Maloney (Carl.)
C: A. Dick (Ess.), W. Watling (Carl.), J. Shore (Rich.)
HF: A. Smith (St K), E. Barrett (SM), W. Windley (SM)
F: W. Cleary (Fitz.), P. Burns (c) (SM), C. Pearson (Ess.)
Foll: B. Page (SM), T. O’Connor (Carl.), W. McKechnie (Carl.), J. Morehouse (St K)
Rov: J. Worrall (Fitz.)
Southern Tasmania
Colours: Rose, primrose & black
Starting 20
W. Brown (Foll. & F), C. Cherry (CW), G. Chiverton (Foll.), W.H. Cundy (Rov.), S. Dunlop (HB), A.C. Eady (CW), 
W. Eady (W & C), A. Edwards (Foll.), C. Goddard (Foll.), W. Gregg, J. Hall (B), T. Hebir (Rov.), P. Lovett (Rov.), 
J. McGuiness (Foll.), A. Nicholson (C), T.P. Ryan (F) (c), W.C. Sibley (CF), A. Stuart, G. Vautin (Rov.), G. Watt (HB).
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Premiership Matches 
Footscray 0. 0 0. 4 0. 5 2. 8
North Melbourne 1. 7 3. 7 5.12 5.13
(WO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Footscray: Munro, Pender, Barrass, Anderson, Ley, Anderson
North Melbourne: Christian (bog), Peters, Todd, Williams, Bean
Goals
Footscray: Elliott, G. Thompson
North Melbourne: Todd 2, Carroll, Williams, Peters
Geelong 1. 3 5. 9 6.12 10.14
Melbourne 0. 3 0. 3 1. 5 1. 5
(CO; Att: 1,200)
Best
Geelong: McLean, J. Reid, Armstrong, A. Kearney, Baker, Ryan
Goals
Geelong: Baker 3, H. McLean 2, P. McShane 2, Ryan 2, J. Reid
Melbourne: Smith
The barracker — the view of a clergyman
A clergyman reported his experience 
Amongst the Barrackers” in May 1889. Despite the fact that the ‘barracker’ had a poor social 
reputation the clergyman defended the better side of the species: “There are undoubtedly good traits 
of character. Genuine wits many of them are too. I have never heard better puns, funnier criticisms, 
or more refreshing jokes anywhere, than on football grounds.” However, he felt it necessary to 
add, “It would seem that they only live to barrack. But how can they live on barracking? That is the 
puzzle to me. There is a lot of pent up energy and shrewdness amongst these young fellows … I 
feel sure that if examined … it would be found that many of them are capable of honorably filling 
important stations in life, if they but turned their attention to something better than barracking.
The Herald, 18/5/1889.
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Williamstown 0. 0 0. 0 1. 4 1. 4
Port Melbourne 0. 0 0. 3 1. 3 1. 4
(WCG; Att: 3-6,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Fribbs, Henderson, Williamson, Salt, Worroll
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee (bog), McKnight, Decis, Taylor, Ward, Coleman
Goals
Williamstown: W.F. Jones
Port Melbourne: McKnight
Non-premiership matches 
Fitzroy & South Melbourne
Wednesday May 22
St Kilda* 0. 2 2. 2 3. 2 5. 3
Southern Tasmania 1. 2 1. 7 4.11 4.11
(EMCG)
*St. Kilda played with four Maori and two Essendon players (Pearson & Tallent).
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 4, O’Connor
South’n Tasmania: Gregg, Stewart, Nicholson, Edwards
Friday May 24 (Queen‘s Birthday)
Essendon 2. 2 3. 4 4. 5 6. 7 
South Melbourne 0. 1 0. 2 1. 6 1. 9
(EMCG; Att: 3,000)
The era of brass bands
In the game between Williamstown and Port Melbourne the local Naval Brigade Band entertained the crowd 
before the game and during intervals. Other bands to get into the act during the season were the Temperance 
Brass Band that played for the crowd at the Footscray v. Melbourne match on June 8, and the Artillery Band 
that made its appearance at the Corio Oval in the Geelong v. South Melbourne match on June 15.
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Best
Essendon: Fleming, Pearson, Mouritz, Ball, Forbes, Stubbs, Desailly
South Melbourne: Purdy, Kerr, McMurray, McKay, Brown, Page, Windley
Goals
Essendon: Clayton, Carter, Pearson, Rout, Finlay, Chadwick
South Melbourne: Windley
Fitzroy 0. 3 1. 5 2. 6 3. 7
Port Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 1. 1 1. 1
(FCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Cleary, Worrall, Rapiport, Thompson, Banks, Melling
Port Melbourne: Decis, Hanneysee, Ward, W. Sharp, Coleman, Mackay
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport 2, Cleary
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee
North Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3 1. 6 2. 8
Geelong 2. 3 3. 5 3. 8 4.10
(MCG; Att: 20,000+)
Best
North Melbourne: Carroll, Peters, Gibson, Johnston, McInerney, Robertson
Geelong: Talbot (bog), Baker, J. McLean, Jos. McShane, Brunger, Goddard
Goals
North Melbourne: McInerney, Marshman
Geelong: Baker 2, P. McShane 2
Out in force
Twenty thousand barrackers turned up for the annual contest between North Melbourne and Geelong at the 
MCG and were proud of their allegiances. It was reported: 
The colours of the competing clubs were lavishly displayed by ardent supporters, most of them 
having pieces of ribbons pinned on their coats, neckties, rosettes, bands round their hats, whilst 
not a few carried their enthusiasm so far as to bedeck themselves in all these tokens of admiration.
The Sportsman, 29/5/1889.
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   395 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
396
1889 Statistics
Richmond  1. 0 2. 4 2. 4 2. 7
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 3 2. 3 2. 4
(RCG; Att: 2,000)
*A morning game (11 o’clock start).
Best
Richmond: Syle, O’Loughlin, Thomson, Stewart, Burwood, Coles
Melbourne: Fox, Garton, Mathieson, Hallett, Benson, J. Kelly, R. Kelly
Goals
Richmond: Thomson 2
Melbourne: R. Kelly, J. Kelly
Inter-Colonial
Williamstown 1. 0 1. 1 1. 1 1. 4
Southern Tasmania 0. 1 0. 1 0. 1 0. 1
(WCG; Att: 1,500-6,000)
Goal
Williamstown: Slatter
Non-premiership matches 
Carlton & St Kilda
May 25
International
Carlton 5. 2 6. 9 8.13 13.16
Maories 1. 4 1. 4 1. 4 2. 4
(MCG; Att: 2-7,000)
Goals
Carlton: Carroll 3, O’Connor 2, Waldron 2, McKechnie, White, Goer, 
 Bloomfield, Roberts, Sutton
Maories: Stewart, Unknown
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Premiership Matches 
Fitzroy 1. 2 1. 5 1. 6 2. 8
Richmond 1. 1 2. 1 3. 2 5. 2
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Cleary, Banks, Melling, Worrall, Ewing, Moyes, McRaile
Richmond: Salton, Shore, Burwood, Syle, Griffiths, Stewart, Warren
Goals
Fitzroy: Nicholls, Cleary
Richmond: O’Loughlin, Salton, Hughes, Thomson, Brown
Melbourne 1. 0 1. 0 1. 2 1. 2
Essendon 1. 4 4. 8 4.10 8.14 
(FSG)
Best
Essendon: Desailly, Shaw, Ball, Mouritz, Forbes
Goals
Melbourne: Allen
Essendon: Pearson 3, Mouritz, Ball, Forbes, Thompson, Stubbs
Port Melbourne 1. 2 3. 3 3. 6 6. 9
Footscray 1. 1 1. 2 1. 2 1. 2
(PMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Morton, W. Sharp, Bogle, McKnight, Graham
Footscray: Pender, Thompson, Barrass, Ley, Roberts, Davies, Douglas
Goals
Port Melbourne: Graham, Taylor, Burke, Hanneysee, W. Sharp, Headen
Footscray: Douglas
South Melbourne 1. 1 3. 4 4. 6 7.11
North Melbourne 1. 1 1. 1 3. 2 3. 3
(SMCG; Att: 15-20,000)
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Best
South Melbourne: O’Meara, McKay, Page, Kerr, Purdy, Windley, Burns
North Melbourne: Carroll, Bingham, Gibson, Middleton, McInerney, Peters
Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett 3, Clinton 2, McKay, Burns
North Melbourne: Carroll, Sykes, Todd
Inter-Colonial
Geelong 2. 2 5.10 6.13 10.15
Southern Tasmania 1. 1 1. 2 1. 4 2. 5
(CO; Att: 2,500)
Goals
Geelong: Baker 3, P. McShane 3, Jos. McShane 2, Ryan, H. McLean
South’n Tasmania: C. Goddard, G. Watt
Non-premiership matches 
St Kilda & Williamstown
Wednesday May 29
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 2 0. 2 0. 2
Southern Tasmania 4. 8 6. 9 7. 9 10.12
(MCG; Att: 300)
Goals
 South’n Tasmania: Bonnitcha 3, Brown 3, Dunlop 2, Hall, Edwards
Thursday May 30
South Melbourne   4.13  4.13
Maories   1. 4  6. 6
(SMCG)
Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett, Windley, Bushell, Unknown
Maories: Unknown
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Ladder at the end of May
 p w d l f a pts. ratio
Essendon 4 4 0 0 28 6 16 20.00
South Melbourne 4 3 0 1 26 14 12 15.00
Port Melbourne 5 3 1 1 16 10 14 14.00
Geelong 3 2 0 1 17 9 8 13.33
North Melbourne 5 3 0 2 22 18 12 12.00
Carlton 2 1 0 1 8 5 4 10.00
St Kilda 2 1 0 1 9 9 4 10.00
Richmond 4 1 1 2 12 24 6 7.50
Fitzroy 3 1 0 2 7 12 4 6.66
Melbourne 5 1 1 3 9 28 6 6.00
Williamstown 3 0 1 2 5 13 2 3.33
Footscray 4 0 0 4 8 19 0 0.00
Leading Goal kickers
B. Page (SM) 7
J. Baker (Geel.) 5
E. Barrett (SM) 5
P. McShane (Geel.) 5
C. Pearson (Ess.) 5
G. Sykes (NM) 5
June 1
International
St Kilda 3. 1 4. 3 5. 6 6. 7
Maories 0. 1 1. 2 1. 3 1. 6
(St K CG)
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 2, Freeman 2, Houston, Jackson
Maories: Nehua
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Premiership Matches 
Carlton 2. 1 3. 4 3. 5 4. 8
Essendon 0. 0 0. 3 0. 7 1. 9
(MCG; Att: 10-14,000)
Best
Carlton: Hutchinson, McKechnie, C. Coulson, Sutton, White 
Essendon: Ball, Mouritz, Forbes, Pearson, Shaw, Finlay, Stubbs
Goals
Carlton: Berry, Leydin, Currie, Green
Essendon: Thompson
North Melbourne 2. 2 4. 4 5. 4 5. 4
Port Melbourne 1. 2 1. 7 1.12 3.12
(EMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Johnston, R. Gibson, Peters, Carroll, McInerney
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Taylor, McKnight, Morton
Goals
North Melbourne: Williams 2, Todd, Abrahams, W.M. Johnston
Port Melbourne: Harper, Hanneysee, Coleman
Richmond 1. 5 3. 8 3.10 3.11
Footscray 1. 0 1. 4 1. 4 2. 4
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Lyons, O’Loughlin, Thomson, Syle, Burwood
Footscray: Munro, Spence, Drury, T. Carlton, Barrass, Thompson
Goals
Richmond: Brown 2, Lyons
Footscray: Douglas, T. Carlton
South Melbourne 1. 4 5. 8 6.10 7.18
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 0. 4 0. 4
(SMCG; Att: 3,000)
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Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Howard, Kerr, McGowan, McKay, Page, Purdy
Melbourne: Benson, Carah, Fox, Hallett, R. Kelly, Mathieson
Goals
South Melbourne: W.H. Jones 2, Burns 2, McKay, Barrett, Kerr
Williamstown 1. 0 4. 4 4. 4 5. 8
Fitzroy 1. 2 1. 2 1. 4 1. 4
(WCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Williamstown: A. Worroll (bog), Fribbs, Ryde, Griffin, McPherson, Salt
Fitzroy: Melling, McRaile, Millard, Hiles, Keogh, Nicholls
Goals
Williamstown: A. Worroll 2, Young, Salt, Gibbs
Fitzroy: J. Worrall
Non-premiership matches 
Geelong
June 8
International
Essendon 1. 1 6. 5 7. 9 11.14 
Maories 1. 1  2. 1 5. 5 5. 5
(EMCG)
Goals
Essendon: Sebire 2, McLeod 2, Finlay 2, Ramsay 2, Mouritz, Forbes, Richardson
Premiership Matches 
Fitzroy 0. 0 1. 0 1. 3 2. 4
Geelong 1. 1 2. 3 2. 4 3. 5
(FCG; Att: 3-9,000)
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Best
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Melling, Cleary, Banks, Moyes, Worrall, Buckley 
Geelong: Conway, Parkin, Jos. McShane, Hickinbotham, Talbot, Baker
Goals
Fitzroy: Nicholls, Worrall
Geelong: H. McLean, Baker, P. McShane
Footscray 0. 0 2. 3 3. 4 5. 8*
Melbourne 0. 2 0. 2 2. 5 2. 5
(WO; Att: 1,500)
*VFA awarded the game to Melbourne because Footscray played Sadlier without a permit.
Best
Footscray: W. Anderson, T. Carlton, Brown, Barrass, Copplestone
Melbourne: Sheehan, Kelly, Smith, Fry, Fox, Garton
Goals
Footscray: Brown, Copplestone, Douglas, T. Carlton, W. Anderson
Melbourne: Smith, R. Kelly
North Melbourne 0. 3 2. 4 2. 5 5. 8
Richmond 1. 1 1. 2 1. 4 1. 4
(NMRR; Att: 4,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Carroll, Peters, Todd, Robertson, McInerney, Rushford
Richmond: O’Loughlin, Coles, Burwood, Stewart, Searle, Murray
Goals
North Melbourne: Williams 2, Abrahams 2, Tankard
Richmond: O’Loughlin
Respect for the law
North Melbourne’s Tom “Dutchy” Peters was reported for abusing Umpire Trait in the game against Richmond. 
He assumed a nonchalant air at the tribunal hearing, and made it clear that he didn’t give two hoots about the 
process. While seated at his tribunal interview with Association delegates he casually drummed his fingers on 
the table. Retribution for this attitude entaileed a suspension for the rest of the season.
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St Kilda 2. 3 2. 4 3. 5 3. 5
Port Melbourne 0. 1 3. 8 3. 9 5.12
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: J. Morehouse, McCoy, A. Smith, Stiffe, Jacobs, Collie
Port Melbourne: McKnight (bog), Hanneysee, Bogle, Collings, J. Sharp
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy, J. Morehouse, Graham
Port Melbourne: McKnight 2, Harper, Graham, Burke
Williamstown 0. 4 0. 6 0.10 2.11
Carlton 1. 1 1. 3 3. 4 3. 7
(SMCG)
Best
Williamstown: Worroll (bog), Williamson, W.F. Jones, Griffin, Henderson, Smith
Carlton: Roberts, Currie, C. Coulson, Leydin, Watling, McCarthy
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs, M. McPherson
Carlton: Leydin 2, O’Connor
June 15
Essendon 1. 0 1. 5 2. 7 2. 7 
Fitzroy 0. 2 1. 3 2. 5 3. 8
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Mouritz, Forbes, Rout, Ball, Dick, Schutt, Shaw, Stafford
Fitzroy: Melling, Cleary, Rapiport, Worrall, Banks, Nicholls
Goals
Essendon: Schutt, McLeod
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Rapiport
Geelong 3. 1 3. 1 4. 1   4. 3
South Melbourne 1. 1 4. 4 5. 8 6.12
(CO; Att: 10-11,000)
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Goals
Geelong: Ryan 2, Baker 2
South Melbourne: Barrett 2, McKay 2, Clinton, Burns
Melbourne 1. 1 2. 1 3. 1 4. 1
Port Melbourne 4. 5 7. 8 9. 8 11. 9
(MCG; Att: 500)
Best
Melbourne: Kelly, Trowbridge, Hallett, E. Fox, Fry, Mitchell, Carah
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Vine, Harper, W. Sharp, Bogle, McKnight
Goals
Melbourne: Trowbridge 2, Langridge, Lemon
Port Melbourne: Ward 4, McKnight 2, W. Sharp 2, Vine, J. Sharp, Bogle
North Melbourne 2. 1 2. 2 2. 2 3. 3
Carlton 2. 0 3. 2 5. 5 5. 9
(NMRR; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Todd, Bean, Alessio, McInerney, Rushford, Carroll
Carlton: McKenzie (bog), C. Coulson, Hutchinson, Leydin, White
Goals
North Melbourne: Williams, Abrahams, Middleton
Carlton: McKenzie 2, Leydin, Green, White
Williamstown 3. 4 3. 5 4. 8 4.10
St Kilda 0. 0 0. 6 0. 6 2. 8
(WCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Williamstown: Warren, Salt, McDonald, W.F. Jones, Fribbs
St Kilda: McCoy, Stiffe, J. Morehouse, Lockett, Freeman, Pilley
Goals
Williamstown: E. Warren 2, Salt, Worroll
St Kilda: Collie, Griffith
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Non-premiership matches 
Footscray
June 22
Carlton 2. 0 3. 2 4. 6 5.10
St Kilda 2. 1 2. 2 3. 4 3. 7
(MCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Carlton: McKenzie, Bailey, McKechnie, Maloney, Currie, Carroll
St Kilda: Griffith, J. Morehouse, Lockett, A. Smith, Maloney, Speary
Goals
Carlton: Roberts, Carroll, Gellatley, O’Connor, Bailey
St Kilda: McDonald, J. Morehouse, McCoy
Essendon 1. 1 1. 2 2. 5 3. 9 
Port Melbourne 0. 1 4. 2 4. 4 4. 4
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Forbes, Fitzpatrick, Mouritz, Ball, Fleming, Cairns, Dick
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Muir, Strachan, J. Sharp, Coleman
Larrikins at Williamstown
During this match at Williamstown it was reported: 
a party of larrikins, mostly from Prahran, to the number of 30 or 40, had followed the St Kilda 
team, and made themselves generally unpleasant while the game was being played. At one time 
one of them threw a stone at Worroll, one of the Williamstown players, but did not hit him. Then 
another jumped the fence enclosing the football ground, and knocked down one of the other 
players. He, however, was followed by another man, apparently a Williamstown supporter, who 
promptly knocked him down also. Sergeant Oliver … made his way to the scene quickly. When he 
reached there a young fellow named Stephen May, a tinsmith, of Prahran, was making use of very 
bad language, whereupon the sergeant seized him. A very disorderly scene occurred, the roughs 
previously mentioned jostling the sergeant and his prisoner considerably … May was in due course 
lodged in the lock-up charged with insulting behaviour.
The Argus, 17/6/1889.
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Goals
Essendon: Nomens, Chadwick, Schutt
Port Melbourne: Coleman 2, Hanneysee, Muir
Geelong 0. 4 3. 6 6. 8 6.13
Footscray 1. 2 1. 3 1. 4 1. 5
(CO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Geelong: Parkin (bog), Jos. McShane, P. McShane, Baker, McLean, R. Reid
Footscray: Roberts, Douglas, Copplestone
Goals
Geelong: R. Reid 2, P. McShane, Baker, H. McLean, Parkin
Footscray: Davis
North Melbourne 0. 0 1. 6 2. 8 5. 9
Williamstown 1. 1 1. 1 1. 2 1. 2
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: McInerney (bog), R. Gibson, Tankard, Carroll, W.M. Johnston
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Salt, Gibbs, Warren, Williamson, Fribbs, Worroll
Goals
North Melbourne: Carroll 2, R. Gibson, W.M. Johnston, Williams
Williamstown: Salt
Richmond 0. 4 0. 9 0.14 3.17
Melbourne 1. 0 1. 0 1. 1 2. 1
(RCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Richmond: Syle, Stephens, McLeod, O’Loughlin, Shore, Searle
Melbourne: Benson, Carah, Hallett, E. Fox, T. Fox, Kelly, Lidstone
Goals
Richmond: Kemp, Searle, Syle
Melbourne: Trowbridge, Smith
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South Melbourne 3. 4 3. 5 3. 6 3. 6
Fitzroy 0. 0 1. 1 2. 1 3. 4
(SMCG; Att: 10-16,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Elms (bog), Purdy, Doran, W.H. Jones, Burns, Kerr, Windley, Page
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Banks, Millard, Wiseman, McRaile, Buckley
Goals
South Melbourne: O’Meara, McMurray, Barrett
Fitzroy: Cleary, Rapiport, Banks
June 29
Carlton 0. 4 0. 6 0. 7 0. 8
South Melbourne 2. 0 2. 2 4. 4 4. 7
(MCG; Att: 14-25,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulson, McKenzie, O’Connor, Hutchinson, Bailey, Crapp
South Melbourne: Purdy, McMurray, Bennett, Kerr, Burns, O’Meara, Wyatt
Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett 2, Purdy, McKay
Essendon 3. 2 4. 6 5. 8 7.14 
St Kilda 0. 1 0. 2 1. 2 1. 3 
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Forbes, Clayton, Mouritz, Chadwick, Dick, Rout, Ball
St Kilda: A. Smith, Wilson, Lockett, Griffiths, Rusden, J. Morehouse
The difficulties of life in the press box
One reporter complained about the press facilities at the Richmond Cricket Ground: 
The poky little scoring box at the RCG is very inadequate to the needs of a football match - two or 
three of the reporters were obliged to stand for want of sitting space, and the windows and frame 
work seriously impede the view.
The Age, 24/6/1889.
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Goals
Essendon: Carter 2, Cairns, Sebire, Ball, Forbes, Chadwick
St Kilda: Freeman
Geelong 1. 3 2. 5 2. 6 2. 8
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 1 1. 5 2. 5
(CO)
Best
Geelong: P. McShane, Baker, J. Reid, Parkin
Williamstown: Warren, Foote, Gibbs, McPherson, Worroll
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean, Baker
Williamstown: M. McPherson 2
North Melbourne 2. 1 6. 3 6. 4 6. 8
Melbourne 1. 3 1. 3 1. 3 1. 3
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: McInerney, Tankard, Abrahams, Williams, Carroll, Todd
Melbourne: E. Fox, T. Fox, Carah, Smith, Benson, Lidstone, Kelly, Strachan
Goals
North Melbourne: Robertson 2, R. Gibson, Williams, Todd, McInerney
Melbourne: Firebrace
Richmond 1. 4 2. 4 2. 5 2. 5
Fitzroy 1. 1 2. 4 3. 7 4.11
(RCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Richmond: Burwood, Syle, O’Loughlin, Searle, Murray, McPhee
Fitzroy: Banks, Meates, C. Buckley, Worrall, Rapiport, Strahan
Goals
Richmond: Brown, O’Loughlin
Fitzroy: Melling, Gleeson, Banks, Rapiport
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Non-premiership matches 
Footscray: Bye
Port Melbourne: NSW Tour
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 8 6 1 1 46 21 26 32.50
Port Melbourne 9 6 1 2 39 25 26 28.88
Carlton 7 5 0 2 25 18 20 28.57
North Melbourne 10 7 0 3 46 29 28 28.00
Geelong 7 4 1 2 32 20 18 25.71
Essendon 8 5 0 3 41 18 20 25.00
Fitzroy 8 3 1 4 20 27 14 17.50
Richmond 8 3 1 4 21 37 14 17.50
Williamstown 8 2 2 4 19 26 12 15.00
Melbourne 10 2 1 7 18 60 10 10.00
St Kilda 6 1 0 5 18 30 4 6.66
Footscray 7 0 0 7 16 30 0 0.00
Positional Play
During Port Melbourne’s July tour of New South Wales a newspaper reported the players’ positions. This 
provides an interesting insight into the disposition of players on the field at this time:
Mackay (Right Wing Back), Headen (Back), Collings (Left WB)
Burke (Right Wing Half Back), Harper (Centre HB), Morton (Left WHB)
Strachan (Centre Right Wing), Vine (C), Taylor (CLW)
Hanneysee (Right Wing Half Forward), Graham (Centre Half Forward), Maxwell (LWHF)
Hyne (Right Wing Forward), Tallent (Centre Forward), Hunt (LWF)
Followers: Muir, Bogle, Coleman, Sharp/Rover: McKnight
The Sydney Morning Herald, 5/7/1889.
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Leading Goal kickers
E. Barrett (SM)  11
J. Baker (Geel.) 10
E. Williams (NM)  10
D. McKay (SM)  7
P. McShane (Geel.) 7
B. Page (SM)  7
July 6
Carlton 1. 3 2. 5 2.10 2.16
Geelong 2. 1 3. 2 3. 3 3. 4
(MCG; Att: 20-25,000)
Best
Carlton: O’Connor (bog), Bailey, Roberts, McKechnie, Watling
Geelong: Baker, Talbot, J. McLean, Jos. McShane, Julien, Parkin
Goals
Carlton: Watling, McKechnie
Geelong: Talbot, Baker, Ryan
Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3 2. 5 4. 8
Footscray 1. 3 1. 3 1. 5 1. 5
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Hallett, Healing, Smith, J. Benson, E. Fox, T. Fox, Langridge, Fry
Footscray: Davis, Woods, Thompson, Brown, A. Anderson, W. Anderson
Goals
Melbourne: R. Kelly, McKinlay, Smith, J. Benson
Footscray: Douglas
St Kilda 2. 1 2. 1 3. 3 4. 4
Fitzroy 0. 1 2. 5 2. 7 3.11
(St K CG)
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Best
St Kilda: Lockett, Speary, Griffith, Smith, Stiffe, Simpson, McCoy
Fitzroy: McRaile, Worrall, Banks, Cleary, Gleeson, Melling
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald, Lockett, A. Smith, Griffith
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Melling
Williamstown 0. 1 0. 1 1. 4 1. 4
Essendon 0. 0 2. 4 2. 4 2. 9 
(WCG; Att: 3-5,000)
Best
Williamstown: Williamson (bog), W.F. Jones, Young, Salt, Fribbs, McPherson
Essendon: Forbes, Carter, Desailly, Rout, Dick, Mouritz, Sebire, Ball
Goals
Williamstown: M. McPherson
Essendon: Carter, Rout
Non-premiership matches 
Richmond
Port Melbourne: NSW Tour
North Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
South Melbourne: Tasmanian Tour
South Melbourne’s eventful tour of the apple isle
At half time of its first game against South Tasmania, the premiers were a goal down and South’s players were 
furious with the decisions of local umpire Chapman. The players started making signs at Chapman insinuating 
that he was “deaf and dumb”. Chapman returned the favour with some abuse of his own. South eventually 
lost the game and the ill will continued post-match. After Chapman returned to the pavilion South Melbourne 
official Harry Latchford called him a “cheat”. Chapman called Latchford a larrikin thereupon South Melbourne 
secretary Angus Evans intervened by jumping into Chapman and punching him three or four times in the 
face. The dispute was referred to a local court where Evans was found guilty and fined 30 shillings. The 
Tasmanian Football Association then suspended Chapman. Things went from bad to worse for Evans. After 
he returned to Victoria he was informed that his wife had taken ill while he was away and had died soon 
afterwards.
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July 13
Inter-colonial
Victoria 2. 5 3.10 4.12 6.14
New South Wales* 1. 3 1. 6 2. 7 2. 8
(MCG; Att: 6-8,000**)
*Northern Association of NSW.
**5,300 paid for admission.
Best
Victoria: McKenzie (bog), Houston, Page, Hanneysee, Vine, Doney
New South Wales: R. Bower, Duguid, Duguid, Moore, Giles, Tegg, Derkenne, Conn
Goals
Victoria: Barrett 3, Hosking 2, W. Moore
New South Wales: Cosstick, Bateman
Victoria
*Colours: Yellow and Blue (in narrow vertical stripes)
**Players wore their own club caps to help the crowd identify them.
Starting 20
J. Bailey, D. Christy (Ball.); F. Doney, W. Moore (Sth. Ball.); J. Hosking, G. McKenzie (v-c) (Ball. Imp.); 
G. Hallett, (Melb.); G. Bingham, H. Christian, R. Houston, H. Todd (NM); L. Collings, W. Hanneysee, 
P. Harper, W. Morton, E. Vine, T. Ward (PM); J. Stewart (Rich.); E. Barrett, B. Page (c) (SM)
New South Wales
*Colours: Royal Blue and White (in diagonal bands)
Starting 20
J. Bateman, J. Berthold, G. Bower, R. Bower (c), J. Brown, H. Bussell, W. Conn, G. Cosstick, J. Derkenne, 
J. Drysdale, G. Duguid, Jas. Duguid, Jno. Duguid, Jos. Estell, H. Giles, W. Howell, T. Moore, W. Moore (v-c), 
O’Brien, H. Tegg
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Premiership Matches 
Footscray 1. 2 2. 5 3. 7 3. 9
Fitzroy 1. 5 3. 6 3. 8 5.10
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Drury, Thompson, Anderson, Douglas, Heath, Considine
Fitzroy: Banks, Rapiport, Davies, Ewing, Worrall, Cleary
Goals
Footscray: Douglas 2, Pender
Fitzroy: Meates, Rapiport, Cleary, Hiles, Worrall 
Geelong 0. 2 0. 5 2. 7 2. 7 
Essendon 2. 2 3. 5 4. 8 6.10 
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Robinson, Julien, Robertson, R. Reid 
Essendon: Pearson (bog), Rout, Ball, Forbes, Carter, Angwin, Stafford
Goals
Geelong: R. Reid, Timms
Essendon: Pearson 2, Forbes 2, Finlay, Schutt
“It is there”
Essendon had a core group of barrackers in 1889 that introduced the “Same Old” theme song. They had other 
songs in their repertoire, one of which was sung at Geelong. A verse and chorus went as follows: 
No doubt there are teetotallers, In amongst the other clubs,
But there’s no stauncher Rechabite, Than our own Percy Stubbs;
He’s never known to touch a drop, Of the stuff they call ‘the swank’,
Believe me it’s a falsehood when, They say he is a tank
Chorus:
Oh its there — Yes it’s there, 
And the little red and black, We mean to wear — wear — wear.
It’s of no use telling us, Don’t be making such a fuss,
We think they’re worth supporting, So it’s there — Oh it’s there.
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St Kilda 1. 4 5. 4 7. 7 7. 7
Richmond 0. 1 1. 3 2. 5 3. 7
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, McCoy, Newlands, Blake, Speary, Griffiths
Richmond: Syle, McPhee, O’Loughlin, Stephens, Griffiths, Kilmartin 
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 2, A. Smith, Griffith, Newlands, C. Dunn, Lockett
Richmond: Kilmartin 2, Syle
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 2 0. 4 0. 9
Carlton 2. 1 3. 3 5. 5 6. 7
(WCG; Att: 4-10,000)
Best
Williamstown: Fribbs, Williamson, McDonald, W.F. Jones, Cooper, Warren
Carlton: O’Connor, Green, Hutchinson, Leydin, McKechnie, Keane
Goals
Carlton: O’Connor 2, Green 2, Leydin, White
Non-premiership matches 
Melbourne
Port Melbourne: NSW Tour
North Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
South Melbourne: Tasmanian Tour
Wednesday July 17
Carlton 2. 6 3. 9 6.15 9.22
New South Wales 2. 2 4. 3 4. 3 4. 4
(MCG)
Best
Carlton: Waldron, O’Connor, McKenzie, Gellatley, Leydin
NSW: Tegg, G. Bower, Cosstick, Bateman, Thomas, Estell
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Goals
Carlton: Leydin 2, Waldron 2, Gellatley, O’Connor, McKenzie, Watling, Unknown
NSW: Howell, Bateman, Cosstick, Estell
Thursday July 18
St Kilda 2. 1 3. 3 5. 5 7. 8
New South Wales 1. 2 2. 4 2. 6 2. 6
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Stiffe, Speary, McCoy, Rusden, McDonald
NSW: Drysdale, Giles, Duguid, Tegg, Duguid, Moore, Howell
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald 3, Donahoo 2, McCoy, Smith
NSW: Thomas, Tegg
July 20
Carlton 2. 2 3. 6 4.11 8.13
Richmond 0. 4 3. 4 4. 4 5. 6
(EMCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Carlton: McKenzie, Bailey, Batters, Currie, Green, Gellatley
Richmond: Burwood, Brown, Stewart, Davis, Syle, Searle, Griffiths
Goals
Carlton: White 3, Green 3, Leydin 2
Richmond: Brown 4, Morton
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 1 0. 4 1. 4
Essendon 2. 1 6. 6 7. 8 11.15  
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Kelly, Strachan, Sheehan, Healing, Benson, E. Fox
Essendon: Forbes, Mouritz, Sebire, Dick, Rout, Fleming, Chadwick
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Goals
Melbourne: Langridge
Essendon: Pearson 2, MacLeod 2, Goddard, Forbes, Ball, Finlay, Sebire, 
 Fleming, Stafford
North Melbourne 1. 0 3. 2 3. 5 4. 7
Geelong 2. 4 3. 5 4. 5 4. 7
(NMRR; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Carroll (bog), Tankard, McInerney, R. Gibson, Houston, Bean
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Baker, Robertson, Julien, Talbot, Brownlow 
Goals
North Melbourne: Carroll 2, McInerney, R. Gibson
Geelong: Julien 2, Baker, Talbot
Port Melbourne 2. 3 2. 9 3.12 3.12
Williamstown 1. 1 1. 4 2. 5 2. 5
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Burke, Graham, Harper, Ward, Hyne, Maxwell
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Murray, Williamson, Salt, Worroll, Gibbs, Brownfield
Goals
Port Melbourne: Graham 2, Maxwell
Williamstown: Brownfield, Gibbs
South Melbourne 1. 5 4. 8 6.10 8.13
Footscray 0. 0 0. 0 3. 0 3. 1
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: McKay, Purdy, Clinton, Burns, Barrett, Page
Footscray: Brown, Davis, Barrass, Heath, Ley, Douglas
Goals
South Melbourne: McKay 2, Burns, Clinton, Powell, Barrett, Page, Kerr
Footscray: Barrass, Spence, Ley
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Inter-colonial Match
Fitzroy 4. 6 5. 9 6.10 8.14
New South Wales 0. 3 1. 5 3. 8 5.10
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Cleary, Worrall, Melling, Rapiport, Hiles, Banks
NSW: Brown, Giles, Dugaid, Tobin, Thomas, Cosstick
Goals
Fitzroy: Cleary 2, Meates 2, Davies, Hickey, Banks, Worrall
NSW: Howell 4, Thomas
Non-premiership matches 
St Kilda
July 27
Carlton 1. 0 3. 3 5. 6 6. 8
Footscray 1. 8 3. 8 4. 8 4. 8
(SMCG)
Best
Carlton: White, Roberts, McKenzie, Currie, Green, Kelly
Footscray: Douglas, Davis, Pender, Drury, Copplestone, Barrass
Goals
Carlton: Kelly 2, Gellatley, Green, White, Roberts
Footscray: Douglas 2, Pender, G. Thompson
Essendon 2. 5 3. 5 6.16 7.17 
North Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2 1. 2 3. 4
(EMCG; Att: 10-15,000)
Best
Essendon: Forbes (bog), Mouritz, Rout, Forbes, Goddard, Pearson, Ball
North Melbourne: Ryan, Carroll, Bean, A. Gibson, W.A. Johnston, Tankard
Goals
Essendon: Carter 2, Sebire 2, Forbes, Schutt, Rout
North Melbourne: Sykes, Alessio, R. Gibson
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   417 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
418
1889 Statistics
Geelong 0. 1 0. 5 1.11 3.14
St Kilda 1. 2 2. 3 2. 3 3. 4
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Julien, Baker, Talbot, Robertson, Furnell
St Kilda: A. Smith, Speary, Stiffe, J. Morehouse, Simpson, Griffith 
Goals
Geelong: Timms, Julien, H. McLean
St Kilda: McDonald 2, Speary
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 2 2. 4 2. 6
South Melbourne 2. 4 5. 8 8.10 14.13
(MCG; Att: 600)
Best
Melbourne: Hallett, Langridge, Sheehan, E. Fox, Benson
South Melbourne: Burns, Bennett, Bushell, Clinton, O’Meara, Powell
Goals
Melbourne: McCann, Langridge
South Melbourne: Bushell 4, Powell 3, Burns 2, Barrett 2, McKay 2, Clinton
Port Melbourne 0. 0 2. 1 2. 2 4. 2
Fitzroy 1. 2 1. 5 1. 9 2.10
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Harper, Hanneysee, McKnight, Vine, Ward, Coleman 
Fitzroy: Banks, Rapiport, Cleary, Melling, Ewing, Worrall
Goals
Port Melbourne: Maxwell, Coleman, McKnight, J. Sharp
Fitzroy: Nicholls, Cleary
Williamstown 0. 1 0. 4 0. 5 2. 8
Richmond 0. 2 0. 2 2. 7 3.10
(WCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Fribbs, Worroll, McPherson, Young, Williamson, W.F. Jones
Richmond: Brown, Searle, Lyons, Stewart, Burwood, Thomson
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Goals
Williamstown: Salt, Gibbs
Richmond: Brown 2, McLeod
Ladder at the end of July
   p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne   10 8 1 1 68 26 34 44.20
Port Melbourne   11 8 1 2 46 29 34 40.18
Essendon   12 9 0 3 67 25 36 39.00
Carlton   11 8 0 3 47 30 32 37.81
North Melbourne   12 7 1 4 53 40 30 31.50
Geelong   11 5 3 3 44 35 26 30.72
Fitzroy   11 4 1 6 30 37 18 21.27
Richmond   11 4 1 6 32 54 18 21.27
St Kilda   9 3 1 5 32 39 14 20.22
Melbourne   13 3 1 9 25 86 14 13.99
Williamstown   12 2 2 8 24 40 12 13.00
Footscray   11 0 0 11 27 53 0 0.00
Captain-coaches
Captains were very much coaches on the field. This was why half back flank and centre half back were 
preferred positions for captains at this time because it gave these leaders a good view downfield, which 
helped them assess the play. Ex-player “Sonny” Coleman provided interesting insight into the way a captain 
worked on the field when he recalled Port Melbourne’s Billy Hanneysee’s approach. Hanneysee was in fact 
a rover and 
seemed to be wherever he had just told his man to kick it. ‘Quick, quick’ he would say; ‘right down 
to “Llamo” [Vine].’ And sure enough Vine would get the ball and find his captain close beside him 
saying, ‘Right up in front to Fraser’; and there it would go from the boot of the grand Vine.
The Argus Week-end Magazine, 24/6/1939.
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Leading Goal kickers
E. Barrett (SM) 14
J. Baker (Geel.) 12
W. Brown (Rich.) 11
D. McKay (SM) 11
August 3
Carlton 1. 4 3. 6 4.10 5.11
Fitzroy 1. 2 3. 4 4. 5 6. 7
(MCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
Carlton: Green, McKenzie, Crapp, Roberts, Maloney, Bailey, Leydin 
Fitzroy: Worrall, Banks, Beggs, Melling, Millard, Rapiport, Salton
Goals
Carlton: Green 4, Leydin
Fitzroy: Worrall 4, Melling, Nicholls
North Melbourne 1. 1 4. 4 5. 5 9. 6
St Kilda 3. 4 3. 4 4. 5 5. 6
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Abrahams, Carroll, Houston, Gibson, Middleton, Bean
St Kilda: Rusden, Newlands, Speary, McCoy, Jackson, J. Morehouse
Goals
North Melbourne: Abrahams 3, Carroll, McInerney, Ryan, R. Gibson, Carlton, Unknown
St Kilda: McCoy 2, A. Smith 2, J. Morehouse
Port Melbourne 2. 4 3. 4 3. 5 3. 8
South Melbourne 2. 2 2. 6 3. 6 3. 7
(PMCG; Att: 12,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Muir (bog), Ward, McKnight, Hanneysee, W. Sharp
South Melbourne: McKay, Purdy, Doran, Ellis, Kerr, Burns, Elms, O’Meara
Mark's v3 - 1886-90.indd   420 3/05/2015   3:23 pm
421
1889 Statistics
Goals
Port Melbourne: Graham 2, Hanneysee
South Melbourne: Burns, Barrett, Kerr
Richmond 0. 1 0. 5 0. 7 0.10
Essendon 4. 3 5. 5 7. 9 10.17  
(RCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Richmond: Brown, Coles, Davis, Griffiths, Kilmartin, Lyons
Essendon: Chadwick, Ball, Fleming, Forbes, Mouritz, Pearson, Rout
Goals
Essendon: Mouritz 3, Chadwick 2, Schutt 2, Fleming, Desailly, Ball
Williamstown 1. 0 3. 1 3. 3 3. 4
Geelong 1. 3 2. 4 3. 6 6. 8
(WCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Cooper, Worroll, McPherson, Williamson, W.F. Jones, Salt
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Jos. McShane, Julien, Baker, Robinson
Goals
Williamstown: Hall, Cooper, Worroll
Geelong: Armstrong 2, Julien 2, Talbot, Brownlow
Some enmity between South and Port supporters
There was no love lost between South and Port Melbourne and a mutual distaste was regularly expressed by 
rival supporters. At one point in the big match on August 3 a Port barracker grabbed a boundary post (one 
of many small posts that marked out the boundary line) and threw it at a South player — fortunately, he 
missed. The game was temporally interrupted, but after “the onlookers had been amused for nearly quarter 
of an hour by the little boys dodging the guardians of peace” the game recommenced. The banter between 
supporters was also less than friendly as a Port barracker ‘strongly advised the Southerners to take a course 
of ‘beef-eating’ and was in turn requested to ‘keep his hat on, or he’d get bald!’’ The Sportsman, 7/8/1889.
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August 10
Carlton 2. 2 2. 5 4. 8 6.12
North Melbourne 2. 5 3. 6 5. 8 5. 8
(MCG)
Best
Carlton: Currie, Watling, Green, Williams, McKechnie, O’Connor
North Melbourne: Robertson, Smith, Carroll, Shaw, Ryan, Abrahams, Todd 
Goals
Carlton: Watling 3, Currie, O’Connor, Leydin
North Melbourne: Carroll, Robertson, R. Gibson, Todd, Abrahams
Fitzroy 1. 7 1.11 3.15 6.19
Williamstown 1. 0 2. 2 2. 3 2. 3
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Banks (bog), Cleary, McRaile, Millard, Worrall, Rapiport 
Williamstown: Salt, Williamson, Warren, W.F. Jones, Young, Fitzpatrick
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Rapiport, Cleary, Salton, Beggs
Williamstown: Gibbs, W. McPherson
Geelong 0. 3 0. 7 1.11 3.13
Port Melbourne 1. 0 2. 2 2. 4 3. 7
(CO; Att: 5,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, Julien, J. Reid, Robertson, Robinson
Port Melbourne: Muir, Ward, McKnight, Coleman, Hanneysee, Harper
Goals
Geelong: R. Reid, J. Reid, Julien
Port Melbourne: Muir 2, Coleman
Richmond 2. 1 4. 6 7. 8 10.10
Footscray 2. 2 2. 3 3. 3 3. 5
(RCG)
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Best
Richmond: Brown, O’Loughlin, Searle, Syle, Burwood, Shore
Footscray: Considine, W. Anderson, Heath, A. Anderson, Davis, Sadlier
Goals
Richmond: Brown 3, Searle 2, Syle 2, McLeod, Stephens, Thomson
Footscray: Considine 2, Heath
South Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2 1. 3 1. 7
Essendon 1. 5 1. 6 4.10 5.13 
(SMCG; Att: 31,672)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Purdy, O’Meara, Kerr, Powell, McKay, Windley
Essendon: Rout, Mouritz, Sykes, Forbes, Ball, Sebire, Stubbs, Chadwick
Goals
South Melbourne: Clinton
Essendon: Kerrigan, Rout, Angwin, Carter, Chadwick
St Kilda 1. 4 3. 9 5.15 8.17
Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3 3. 5 4. 8*
(St K CG)
*The Age & The Argus claimed Melbourne finished with 3.8. But official VFA score was 4.8.
Best
St Kilda: McCoy, Smith, C. Dunn, Speary, J. Morehouse, Newlands
Melbourne: Benson, Aitken, Sheehan, Kerrigan, E. Fox, T. Fox, Smith
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy 2, Speary 2, McDonald 2, A. Smith, C. Dunn
Melbourne: Aitken, Smith, J. Benson, Unknown
August 17
Essendon 3. 6 6. 6 9.14 11.19  
Footscray 1. 0 1. 3 1. 3 1. 4
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Finlay, Carter, Schutt, Dick, Mouritz, Ball
Footscray: Anderson, Davis, Considine, Barrass, Woods
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Goals
Essendon: Carter 4, Schutt 2, Fleming 2, Sykes, Shaw, Kerrigan
Footscray: Considine
Fitzroy 0. 3 2. 6 6. 9 11.11
St Kilda 0. 1 0. 4 1. 8 2. 8
(FCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Wiseman, Worrall, Banks, Nicholls, Cleary, Rapiport
St Kilda: McCoy, Speary, McDonald, Rusden, J. Morehouse, Lockett 
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 3, Cleary 2, Nicholls, Hickey, Meates, Gleeson, Banks, C. Buckley
St Kilda: G. Dunne, McCoy
Melbourne 1. 2 1. 6 2. 7 2. 7
Geelong 2. 4 5. 9 7.15 8.23
(MCG; Att: 700)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Benson, Firebrace, T. Fox, E. Fox, Kelly, Smith
Geelong: Parkin, Talbot, Timms, O’Farrell, McLean, Baker, M. Kearney
Goals
Melbourne: Firebrace, J. Benson
Geelong: Baker 5, M. Kearney 2, Timms
North Melbourne 0. 1 3. 1 3. 1 4. 4
South Melbourne 3. 3 4. 5 6.10 6.11
(NMRR; Att: 2-10,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Carroll, Abrahams, Gibson, Houston, W.M. Johnston
South Melbourne: Purdy, Burns, O’Meara, Doran, Page, Barrett, McKay
Goals
North Melbourne: McInerney, Abrahams, Stevens, W.M. Johnston
South Melbourne: Purdy 2, Brown, Burns, Barrett, McKay
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Port Melbourne 3. 2 3. 3 3.10 5.11
Carlton 1. 2 5. 4 5. 4 7. 9
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Graham, Taylor, Muir, Sutherland, Ward
Carlton: McKenzie, Bailey, Batters, Roberts, Keane, Crapp, Currie
Goals
Port Melbourne: Muir 2, Hanneysee, Lawrence, J. Sharp
Carlton: Green 2, Brooks, O’Connor, Currie, Watling, McKenzie
Richmond 3. 1 4. 5 6. 8 7.11
Williamstown 1. 2 2. 6 2. 9 3.12
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Burwood, Shore, Brown, Banner, Syle, Searle, McSweeney
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, McPherson, Smith, Henderson, Gibbs, Salt, Young
Goals
Richmond: Brown 2, Kilmartin 2, Searle 2, Morton
Williamstown: W. McPherson, W.F. Jones, Gibbs
August 24
Essendon 1. 3 3. 5 3.10 3.11 
Carlton 2. 0 3. 2 4. 4 5. 5
(EMCG; Att: 26,771)
Best
Essendon: Rout, Shaw, Forbes, Mouritz, Ball, Angwin, Dick, Fleming
Carlton: McKenzie, Leydin, Keane, Currie, Roberts, Batters
Goals
Essendon: Carter, Forbes, Sykes   
Carlton: McKenzie 2, White, Watling, Brooks
Fitzroy 2. 1 6. 3 7. 7 8.13
Richmond 0. 1 0. 1 1. 3 2. 4
(FCG)
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Best
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Worrall, Banks, Melling, Millard, Cleary
Richmond: Brown, McSweeney, Stephens, Stewart, Wookey, McLeod
Goals
Fitzroy: Meates 3, Worrall 3, Cleary, Salton
Richmond: Griffiths, Brown
Footscray 2. 0 2. 0 3. 6 3. 8
Williamstown 2. 0 2. 6 2. 7 2. 7
(WO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Footscray: Pender, Thompson, Anderson, Douglas, Barrass
Williamstown: Young, Salt, Fribbs, W.F. Jones, Griffin, Warren, Young
Goals
Footscray: Pender 2, Douglas
Williamstown: W. McPherson, Gibbs
Geelong 1. 0 3. 4 4. 6 7.12
North Melbourne 3. 3 4. 5 5.10 6.11
(CO; Att: 2,500)
Best
Geelong: Jos. McShane (bog), McLean, Hickinbotham, Baker, Ryan
North Melbourne: A. Gibson, Middleton, Stevens, R. Gibson, McInerney
Goals
Geelong: O’Farrell 3, Jos. McShane 2, Baker, Meek
North Melbourne: Middleton 3, Carroll, Williams, Abrahams
Port Melbourne 2. 3 5.10 6.12 9.24
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 2. 0 2. 2
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hyne, Hanneysee, Muir, Strachan, Ward
Melbourne: E. Fox, Aitken, T. Fox, Smith, Mitchell
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Goals
Port Melbourne: Bogle, Muir, Graham, Burke, Begg, Strachan, Lawrence, W. Sharp, Hanneysee
Melbourne: R. Kelly, Sheehan
South Melbourne 3. 7 5.13 11.15 15.18
St Kilda 0. 0 1. 1 1. 3 2. 5
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Purdy, Clinton, Burns, Barrett, Bushell, O’Meara, Windley
St Kilda: Newlands, Smith, McCoy, C. Dunn, Speary, Rusden
Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett 4, Bushell 4, McKay 2, Purdy 2, O’Regan, Burns, Clinton
St Kilda: McDonald, Newlands
August 31
Essendon 1. 8 1. 8 2.12 4.17 
Geelong 3. 0 5. 4 5. 6 6. 8
(EMCG; Att: 8-12,000)
Best
Essendon: Mouritz, Stafford, Sebire, Sykes, Shaw, Carter, Fleming 
Geelong: Julien (bog), Jos. McShane, Parkin, Baker, Hickinbotham
Goals
Essendon: Forbes, Mouritz, Sykes, Hammond
Geelong: Julien 3, O’Farrell 2, Jos. McShane
Training for the big game
Ex-Port Melbourne player Lambert Collings reminisced about the “punishing” training schedule players were 
put through in the late 1880s and early 1890s. He said it involved a run round the ground for a couple of 
laps, a punch at the ball, and a rub down, while standing up. This mainly constituted the team’s preparation, 
and it fell to two trainers to do all the rubbing down. North Melbourne trained on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights, but South was more professional for its training regime included running, skipping, ball-punching and 
dumb-bell exercises four times a week.
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Fitzroy 3. 4 3.10 8.17 11.24
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1 0. 2
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Strahan, Banks, Gleeson, Hiles, Salton, Wiseman
Melbourne: Bain, E. Fox, T. Fox, Benson, Farrell, Carah, Sheehan
Goals
Fitzroy: C. Buckley 4, Wiseman 2, Worrall, Cleary, Beggs, Meates, Salton
Richmond 0. 3 2. 6 3. 7 4. 8
North Melbourne 2. 6 2. 7 5. 8 5. 9
(RCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Richmond: Brown, Syle, Searle, Davis, Lyons, O’Loughlin, McLeod
North Melbourne: Williams, Todd, Gibson, W.M. Johnston, McInerney, W.A. Johnston
Goals
Richmond: Syle 2, Brown, Searle
North Melbourne: Abrahams 2, Marshman, Carlton, Williams
South Melbourne 1. 3 1. 4 1.11 2.14
Port Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1 0. 4
(SMCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Purdy, McKay, Page, Bushell, Barrett, Elms
Port Melbourne: Vine, Ward, Muir, Burke, Sutherland, Mackay, Headen
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns, Barrett
St Kilda 0. 0 1. 1 1. 2 1. 7
Carlton 2. 6 5.11 7.13 10.14
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Rusden, A. Smith, Newlands, Speary, McCoy, Stiffe 
Carlton: Coulson, Green, Roberts, McKenzie, Leydin, Hutchinson
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Goals
St Kilda: McDonald
Carlton: Green 4, Currie 2, O’Connor, Watling, Keane, White
Non-premiership matches 
Williamstown
Footscray: Bye
Ladder at the end of August
   p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne   15 11 2 2 95 40 48 54.40
Carlton   16 12 0 4 80 50 48 51.00
Essendon   17 12 0 5 100 38 48 48.00
Geelong   16 9 4 3 74 53 44 46.75
Port Melbourne   16 9 3 4 66 46 42 44.62
Fitzroy   16 9 1 6 72 48 38 40.37
North Melbourne   17 9 1 7 82 68 38 37.99
Richmond   16 6 1 9 55 83 26 27.62
St Kilda   14 4 1 9 50 88 18 21.85
Melbourne   17 3 1 13 33 122 14 14.00
Williamstown   16 2 2 12 34 62 12 12.75
Footscray   14 1 0 13 34 75 4 4.85
Leading Goal kickers
E. Barrett (SM) 21
J. Worrall (Fitz.) 21
W. Green (Carl.) 20
J. Baker (Geel.) 18
W. Brown (Rich.) 18
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September 7
Geelong 0. 7 4. 9 7.11 9.15
Fitzroy 1. 4 1. 6 3. 8 4. 9
(CO; Att: 8-9,000)
Best
Geelong: O’Farrell, Baker, Julien, Ryan, Talbot, Parkin, Jos. McShane
Fitzroy: Cleary, Worrall, Beggs, Gleeson, Nicholls, Banks, Millard
Goals
Geelong: O’Farrell 3, Julien 2, Ryan 2, Armstrong, R. Reid
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Nicholls, Gleeson
North Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3 1. 5 3. 5
Port Melbourne 1. 5 1. 5 4.11 4.13
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Carroll, Todd, E. Bean, Alessio, Lording, R. Gibson, Stevens
Port Melbourne: Newbound, Hanneysee, Muir, McKnight, Burke, Collings 
Goals
North Melbourne: Robertson 2, E. Bean
Port Melbourne: Maxwell, Burke, Mackay, J. Sharp
South Melbourne 3. 2 3. 8 4.10 5.11
Carlton 2. 1 2. 1 3. 1 4. 3
(SMCG; Att: 30,000+)
Baby Boomers!
In 1895 it was reported that 
“in the latter part of ‘the eighties’, when South Melbourne and Carlton were the lions of the arena, 
it was no uncommon thing to see babies bountifully adorned with red and white ribbons lifted high 
above the heads of people in the South Melbourne reserve in recognition of a goal being kicked 
by the local team. 
The Illustrated Australian News, 1/6/1895.
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Best
South Melbourne: Page, Burns, Purdy, O’Meara, McKay, Kerr, Powell
Carlton: Keane (bog), McKenzie, Hutchinson, Coulson, Currie
Goals
South Melbourne: Clinton 2, Burns, Wyatt, Kerr
Carlton: Green 2, Watling, White
St Kilda 0. 4 1. 5 3. 8 3. 9
Essendon 0. 0 4. 7 5. 9 6.15 
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Stiffe, Speary, A. Smith, McCoy, Farley, C. Dunn, Newlands
Essendon: Sebire, Ball, Rout, Fleming, Sykes, Forbes, Dick, Carter
Goals
St Kilda: Newlands 2, Jackson
Essendon: Kerrigan, Ball, Rout, Nomens, Sykes, Shaw
Williamstown 1. 1 6. 6 7. 9 9.13
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 1 2. 2 3. 5
(WCG; Att: 1,800)
Best
Williamstown: Salt, Worroll, McPherson, Garlick, W.F. Jones
Melbourne: E. Fox, Benson
Goals
Williamstown: M. McPherson 2, Worroll 2, Garlick, W. McPherson, Gibbs, Salt, J. Smith
Melbourne: Carah, J. Benson, Unknown
Non-premiership matches 
Richmond
Footscray: Bye
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September 14
Fitzroy 0. 1 1. 3 3. 5 5. 7
Essendon 0. 2  1. 5 1. 6 1. 7 
(FCG; Att: 12,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Banks, Beggs, C. Buckley, Worrall, Melling, Cleary
Essendon: Dick, Stubbs, Schutt, Rout, Stafford, Desailly, Ball
Goals
Fitzroy: Wiseman 2, Cleary, Rapiport, Worrall
Essendon: Stafford
Footscray 0. 6 1.15 2.15 2.15
Richmond 0. 2 1. 4 1. 4 5. 6
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Douglas, Barrass, Ley, Pender, Davis, Considine
Richmond: McLeod, McPhee, Syle, O’Loughlin, Brown, Coles
Goals
Footscray: Davis, Douglas
Richmond: Brown 2, Searle 2, O’Loughlin
Melbourne 3. 2 3. 3 5. 6 5. 6
Carlton 1. 2 2. 4 2. 7 6.10
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Smith (bog), Kelly, Mitchell, E. Fox, T. Fox, Strachan, Aitken
Carlton: Leydin, Bailey, McKenzie, Williams, Morgan, Green
The Same Old v. Killaloe
In the match against Fitzroy, Essendon kicked its first goal in the second quarter. In response, the club’s 
supporters, ‘the choir, which of late has been indeed quiet, burst forth with one verse of the ‘Same Old 
Essendon’.’ When Fitzroy equalized later in the term, its ‘barrackers sang something to the tune of ‘Killaloe’ 
as a sort of set off against the musical supporters of the opposite team’ The Sportsman, 18/9/1889.
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Goals
Melbourne: Smith 2, Aitken, J. Benson, R. Kelly
Carlton: Green 3, Morgan 2, Leydin
Port Melbourne 4. 3 7. 9 11.13 14.23
St Kilda 0. 1 0. 1 1. 1 2. 2
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Munro, Fraser, Sutherland, Vine
St Kilda: C. Dunn, Lockett, Bennett, Pringle, Rusden, McCoy
Goals
Port Melbourne: Fraser 4, Hanneysee 2, Sutherland, Maxwell, McKnight, 
 Graham, Muir, Ward, W. Sharp, Collings
St Kilda: C. Dunn 2
South Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3 4. 6 6.12
Geelong 0. 3 2. 5 2. 8 3.10
(SMCG; Att: 25,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Glenn, Purdy, McKay, Kerr, Powell, O’Meara
Geelong: Robinson (bog), Hickinbotham, Baker, Conway, J. Reid
Goals
South Melbourne: Clinton 2, Burns, Page, Windley, Barrett
Geelong: Jos. McShane, J. Reid, Julien
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 2 1. 5 1. 6
North Melbourne 2. 5 3. 7 3. 8 4.12
(WCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Williamstown: Salt, Gibbs, Brownfield, W. McPherson, Griffin, Worroll 
North Melbourne: Todd, Abrahams, Williams, Middleton, R. Gibson
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs
North Melbourne: Abrahams 2, Middleton 2
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September 21
Fitzroy 0. 5 0. 6 2.11 2.12
South Melbourne 0. 1 1. 3 1. 3 2. 5
(FCG; Att: 20,000+)
Best
Fitzroy: Banks (bog), Gleeson, Worrall, Buckley, Cleary, Millard 
South Melbourne: Windley, Glenn, Page, Purdy, McKay, Kerr, Wyatt, Powell
Goals
Fitzroy: Cleary 2
South Melbourne: McKay, Purdy
Geelong 0. 0 0. 2 1. 6 1. 7
Carlton 1.11 1.14 3.16 5.23
(CO; Att: 7,000)
Best
Geelong: Baker, Jos. McShane, Julien, Ryan, Robertson, Conway
Carlton: Bailey, Batters, Maloney, Keane, Leydin, McKenzie
Goals
Geelong: Mullen
Carlton: Leydin 2, Keane, Green, Currie
Melbourne 0. 5 1. 7 4. 7 4. 8
Richmond 1. 2 1. 3 2. 5 2.10
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: E. Fox, Hallett, Bain, Kelly, Farrell, Strachan, Smith, Fry 
Richmond: W. Burwood, Syle, Shore, Searle, Stephens, Kilmartin 
Goals
Melbourne: Farrell, R. Kelly, Hallett, J. Benson
Richmond: Brown, Stephens
Port Melbourne 3. 4 3. 5 3. 7 4. 7
Essendon 0. 2 2. 5 3. 6 3. 7 
(PMCG)
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Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee (bog), Fraser, Harper, Graham, Ward, McKnight
Essendon: Clayton, Hammond, Mouritz, Dick, Chadwick, Sykes 
Goals
Port Melbourne: Graham, Hanneysee, Fraser, Maxwell
Essendon: Sykes, Carter, Mouritz
St Kilda 1. 5 2.13 2.13 3.18
Williamstown 3. 1 3. 1 5. 4 5. 4
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: C. Dunn, Smith, Newlands, Pringle, Jackson, Robinson
Williamstown: Salt, Pierce, Worroll, McDonald, Fribbs, M. McPherson
Goals
St Kilda: McCoy, McDonald, Speary
Williamstown: M. McPherson 2, Garlick 2, Salt
Non-premiership matches 
Footscray & North Melbourne
September 28
Fitzroy 0. 1 2. 4 3. 4 3. 4
Carlton 2. 8 2. 9 4.11 5.14
(FCG; Att: 14,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Banks, Gleeson, C. Buckley, Worrall, Wiseman
Carlton: McKenzie, Coulson, Leydin, Keane, Lorraine, Hutchinson
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Banks 
Carlton: McInerney, White, Green, Currie, Watling
Melbourne 1. 1 1. 5 1. 6 2. 9
St Kilda 2. 4 2. 8 3.11 3.12
(FSG)
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Best
Melbourne: Benson, Strachan, Sheehan, Mitchell
St Kilda: McDonald, McCoy, Collie, Speary, Lockett
Goals
Melbourne: Mitchell, Hallett
St Kilda: Speary, McDonald, G. Dunne
North Melbourne 2. 9 2. 9 5.11 5.11
Essendon 0. 1 2. 7 2. 7 2. 9 
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Todd, Carroll, W.A. Johnston, Tankard, Bean, Abrahams
Essendon: Forbes, Rout, Ball, Mouritz, Dick, Schutt, Sebire
Goals
North Melbourne: Williams, Ryan, W.A. Johnston, Carroll, Alessio
Essendon: Schutt, Carter
Port Melbourne 3. 7 3. 7 5.16 5.19
Geelong 0. 0 1. 5 1. 7 1.10
(PMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: McKnight, W. Sharp, Sutherland, Muir, Coleman, Graham
Geelong: Brownlow, Robinson, Ryan, Timms, Conway, Jos. McShane
Goals
Port Melbourne: W. Sharp 2, Muir, Morton, Graham
Geelong: J. Reid
Celebrating in Style — the South Way
The premiers journeyed to the Richmond Cricket Ground to play their last game of the season. They were 
preceded by a brass band in a drag. The band played 
See the Conquering Hero Come”. The players were also followed by a lengthy procession of 
vehicles and were “accompanied by large crowds of their red-hot supporters, who flourished flags 
and handkerchiefs in bewildering profusion.
The Sportsman, 1/10/1889.
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Richmond 0. 2 0. 5 0. 6 0. 6
South Melbourne 6. 3 8. 5 10. 5 13.10
(RCG; Att: 5-8,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Barrett, Powell, Burns, Bushell, Clinton, Elms, O’Meara
Richmond: Burwood, Davis, Syle, Searle, Stewart, Thomson
Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett 7, Glenn 2, Clinton, McKay, Burns, Windley
Williamstown 0. 1 1. 6 2. 6 6.12
Footscray 1. 0 1. 0 1. 5 1. 5
(WCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Salt, Fribbs, Griffin, Pierce, Worroll
Footscray: Roberts, Douglas, Considine, Woods, Carlton, Davis
Goals
Williamstown: Huggins 2, Gibbs, J. Smith, Worroll, Cooper 
Footscray: Considine
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1889 — Season Review
SENIOR PREMIERSHIP
 p w d l f a pts ratio* 
South Melbourne 19 14 3 2 121 49 62 68.53
Carlton 20 15 0 5 100 64 60 63.00
Port Melbourne 20 13 3 4 93 55 58 60.90 
Essendon 21 13 0 8 112 55 52 52.00 
Geelong 20 10 4 6 88  73 48 50.40 
North Melbourne 20 11 1 8 94 75 46 48.30 
Fitzroy 20 10 2 8 86 66 44 46.20 
Richmond 19 7 1 11 62 102 30 33.15 
St Kilda 18 5 1 12 61 114 22 25.66 
Williamstown 20 5 2 13 55 73 24 25.20 
Melbourne 21 4 1 16  47 142 18 18.00
Footscray 16 1 0 15 37 88 4 5.25 
* The use of the ratio was the official VFA system of assessing clubs’ performances, and in this case was calculated on 21 Team. The 
Australasian and The Sportsman used proportional points and percentage systems.
** NOTE: The Argus list of team results included behinds. Behinds for and against were as follows: South Melbourne (199/96), Carlton 
(202/144), Port Melbourne (195/136), Essendon (237/137), Geelong (199/193), North Melbourne (153/163), 
 Fitzroy (188/127), Richmond (136/181), St Kilds (140/204), Williamstown (135/173), Melbourne (106/272), Footscray (102/157).
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
* According to the The Argus.
Best player:   A. McKenzie (Carl.) 
Next Best:  J. Worrall (Fitz.)
Best Rovers/Followers: P. Burns (SM), J. Worrall (Fitz.), A. McKenzie (Carl.), J. Baker (Geel.),
  W. Hanneysee (PM), W. Carroll (NM), C. Forbes (Ess.)
Best Goal sneaks:   E. Barrett (SM), J. Worrall (Fitz.), W. Green (Carl.), W. Brown (Rich.), J. Baker (Geel.), 
 W. Hanneysee (PM), W. Carroll (NM)
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1889 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS
E. Barrett (SM) 29*
W. Green (Carl.) 27
J. Worrall (Fitz.) 26
W. Brown (Rich.) 21
J. Baker (Geel.) 18
A. Carter (Ess.) 16
D. McKay (SM) 16
M. Abrahams (NM) 14
P. Burns (SM) 14
W. Cleary (Fitz.) 13
E. Williams (NM) 13
* Reported as 40 Goals in all matches.
Victorian Junior Football Association
 p w d l f a    poss.pts.     act.pts   aver.
North Park 20 15 4 1 74 25 80  68    3.400 
East Richmond 20 16 0 4 75 28 80  64    3.200
Britannia 19 14 2 3 66 33 76  60   3.157 
St Kilda Esplanade 19 11 6 2 51 28 76  56    2.947 
Camberwell 21 13 4 4 71 37 84  60    2.857
Albion United 18 11 2 5 70 43 72  48   2.666 
Union Jack 19 11 3 5 44 28 76  50    2.631
South St Kilda 20 10 5 5 69 41 80  50    2.500 
Coburg 21 13 0 8 37 39 84  52    2.476 
South Brunswick 10 11 2 7 50 39 80  48    2.400 
Fitzroy Imperial 18 9 3 6 43 41 76  42    2.333 
Brunswick 18 7 6 5 42 39 72  40    2.222
Other teams: 
Brighton, Essendon District, Parkside, Fernside, Marylebone, Clifton, Moonee Ponds, Kew, 
North Carlton Imperial, Marlton, Star of Brunswick, South Park, Ascot Vale, Coast
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BALLARAT PREMIERSHIP
Premiers of the Western District: Ballarat FC
Port Adelaide: Victorian Tour
8/6: South Melbourne 5.7 v. Port Adelaide 3.10
11/6: North Melbourne 7.1 v. Port Adelaide 2.5
13/6: St Kilda 1.1 v. Port Adelaide 4.13
15/6: Richmond 7.15 v. Port Adelaide 8.2
Port Melbourne: NSW Tour
28/6: Northumberland 4.8 v. Port Melbourne 5.13
29/6: Newcastle District 3.13 v. Port Melbourne 7.10
4/7: Waratah (Sydney) 0.2 v. Port Melbourne 11.10
6/7: NSW Association 2.4 v. Port Melbourne 6.12
North Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
4/7: South Adelaide 6.5 v. North Melbourne 7.11
6/7: Norwood 4.4 v. North Melbourne 3.15
10/7:  Adelaide 2.6 v. North Melbourne 6.12
13/7: Port Adelaide 7.10 v. North Melbourne 1.7
South Melbourne: Tasmanian Tour
6/7: South Tasmania 4.7 v. South Melbourne 3.9
10/7: South Tasmania 1.6 v. South Melbourne 7.8
13/7: North Tasmania 2.8 v. South Melbourne 8.9
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1890
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: W. Strickland
Vice Captain: D. Hutchinson
Team: C. Backhouse (2), W. Bailey (19), W. Batters (17), E. Bishop (1), J. Blake (9), R. Carsons (1), 
C. Coulson (17), I. Crapp (13), G. Currie (19), A. Gooddy (1), W. Green (5), D. Hutchinson (16), 
J. Keane (17), J. Lorraine (19), G. Mackie (5), W. McKechnie (19), A. McKenzie (15), 
P. McShane (5), J. Morehouse (15), D. Murray (7), H. Pierce (1), T. Price (1), J. Roberts (16), 
J. Ross (11), R. Salt (19), W. Strickland (19), R. Strong (4), E. Sutton (18), E. Waldron (4), 
W.J. Walton (18), W. Watling (14), G. White (16), P. Williams (18)
Goal kickers:
 P. Williams [20], J. Ross [16], P. McShane [10]*, R. Salt [10], G. Currie [9], J. Keane [7], 
J. Morehouse [6], G. White [6], A. McKenzie [5], W. Batters [4], D. Hutchinson [4], 
W. McKechnie [3], J. Roberts [3], W. Green [2], R. Strong [2], W. Watling [2], E. Bishop [1], 
R. Carsons [1], A. Gooddy [1], J. Lorraine [1], E. Sutton [1]
* McShane + 7 goals for Fitzroy.
New: C. Backhouse (Camberw.), J. Blake (St K, 31/5), E. Bishop (AlU), 
A. Gooddy (SY), G. Mackie (Rainbow), P. McShane (Geel/Ess/Geel, to Fitz, 21/6), 
J. Morehouse (St K), D. Murray (Will/S. Will/Will.), H. Pierce (EG), 
T. Price (Camberw.), J. Ross (Ball, 28/6), R. Salt (Will.), W. Strickland (1889), 
R. Strong (Brunsw.)
Departures: J. Carroll (Foots.), J. Kelly (Numurkah), T. Leydin (Fitz.), J. McCarthy (PM),   
T. McInerney (Fitz.), T.C. O’Connor (NM), F. O’Rourke (Melb.)
Essendon
Captain: W. Fleming
Vice Captain: A. Dick
Team: S. Angwin (18), F. Ball (19), J. Bainbridge (1), H. (‘Ferguson’) Caldwell (5), 
A. (‘Driver’, ‘Tucker’) Carter (10), J. (‘Johnson’) Chadwick (14), A. Clarke (12), Darwin (1), 
G. Desailly (17), A. Dick (17), C. Finlay (18), W. Fleming (19), C. Forbes (19), W. Franks (1), 
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F. Furnell (13), A. Hall (15), R. Hammond (9), B. Harriman (9), J. (‘Dunne’) Julien (13), 
J. Mouritz (12), J. Parsons (4), J. Robinson (17), T. Rout (15), W. Schutt (16), A. Sebire (4), 
P. Stubbs (11), A. Sykes (16), H. Threlfall (2), E. Vine (17), R. Wilmott (16), A. Young (17), 
C. Zercho (3)
Goal kickers:
 H. Caldwell [15], C. Finlay [13], W. Schutt [10], A. Hall [7], A. Sykes [6], F. Ball [5], C. Forbes [4], 
J. Julien [4], R. Wilmott [4], C. Zercho [4], J. Parsons [3], J. Robinson [3], H. Threlfall [3], 
J. Chadwick [2], A. Carter [2], J. Mouritz [2], T. Rout [2], A. Young [2], W. Fleming [1]
New: J. Bainbridge (SC), A. Clarke (Dand/Sth. St K/Brighton/MGS), 
W. Franks (NP/Melb/Ess.), F. Furnell (Geel.), A. Hall (UJ), B. Harriman (St K Jun.), 
J. Julien (Geel/Ess/Geel.), J. Robinson (Carisbrook/BGS), E. Vine (PM), 
R. Wilmott (Brighton/Univ/MGS), A. Young (ED), C. Zercho (Camberw, 28/6)
Departures: J. Fitzpatrick (PM), J. Kerrigan (PM)
Fitzroy
Captain: J. Worrall
Vice Captain: T. Banks
Team: T. Banks (18), N. Bonnitcha (3), C. Buckley (11), W. Buckley (17), W. Callaghan (7), 
W. Cleary (18), W.J. Delahunty (10), R. Ewing (18), G. Gifford (3), J. Grace (18), C. Hickey (13), 
L. Keogh (8), A. King (17), J.W. Leckie (13), T. Leydin (15), K. Macpherson (18), 
T. McInerney (13), J. McRaile (7), P. McShane (9), E. Melling (18), P. Millard (4), D. Morrison (8), 
D. Moyes (9), W. Neate (2), H. Rapiport (18), A. Salton (18), E.A. Strahan (8), 
J. (‘Rolls’) Williams (2), J. Wiseman (17), J. Worrall (18), L. Worrall (2)
Goal kickers:
 J. Grace [37], J. Worrall [30], A. Salton [8], W. Cleary [7], P. McShane [7]*, N. Bonnitcha [6], 
T. Leydin [4], H. Rapiport [3], T. McInerney [2], E. Melling [2], T. Banks [1], G. Gifford [1], 
A. King [1], K. Macpherson [1], W. Neate [1], J. Wiseman [1]
* P. McShane + 10 goals for Carlton.
New: N. Bonnitcha (Tas.), W.J. Delahunty (Britannia), G. Gifford (Marybgh), 
J. Grace (Britannia/NF), A. King (Melb/SA), J.W. Leckie (SC), T. Leydin (Carl.), 
K. Macpherson (Britannia/Warr’l), T. McInerney (Carl, June), 
P. McShane (Carl/Geel/Ess/Geel, 21/6), W. Neate (Sydney, NSW), 
J. Williams (Tas/Fitz. 1884-85/SP)
Departures: J. Kerrigan (Ess, during season), E. Nicholls (Foots.), J. Williams (Melb, 5/7)
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Footscray
Captain: M. Pender/C. Considine
Vice Captain: J. Sutherland
Team*: Allen (5), A. Anderson (1), W. Anderson (18), Barker (1), R. Barr (9), J. Barrass (18), 
T. Brian (1), J. Brown (9), P. Burke (4), D. Cairns (2), T. Carlton (7), J. Carroll (17), 
T. Carter (16), C. Considine (15), J. Coward (14), H. Dick (1), R. Dick (7), W. Dick (1), 
H. Douglas (2), J. Gibson (2), A. Hall (6), Hammond (2), Harris (7), Hayes (4), A. Higgins (1), 
S. Hood (4), J. Jacka (14), S. Johnson (2), C. Kendall (11), A. Kershaw (9), A. Ley (3), 
G. Lovett (2), McCarthy (3), Moloney (9), J. Morgan (11), E. Nicholls (17), A. Nosworthy (4), 
E. Pearce (1), M. Pender (15), Perrin (1), D. Sadlier (15), C. Schoman (2), J. Sutherland (16), 
G. Thompson (12), J. Ward (14), G. Williamson (17), H. Wilson (4), R. (‘Spencer’) Wood (1), 
G. Woods (2)
Goal kickers:
 T. Carlton [10], E. Nicholls [5], J. Barrass [4], G. Thompson [4], J. Carroll [3], P. Burke [2], 
C. Considine [2], J. Coward [2], H. Douglas [2]*, M. Pender [2], G. Williamson [2], 
W. Anderson [1], J. Brown [1], D. Cairns [1], S. Hood [1], J. Jacka [1], C. Kendall [1], J. Morgan [1]
* H. Douglas + 2 goals for PM.
New: Allen (Horsham), Barker (Sydney, NSW/Bendigo), T. Brian (FoJ), P. Burke (Ball.), 
J. Carroll (Carl/Fitz.), A. Hall (SoF/Will.), Hammond (Horsham), 
J. Jacka (Sth. Ball.), C. Kendall (CH), A. Kershaw (Bend.), J. Morgan (Stawell), 
E. Nicholls (Fitz/Ball.), A. Nosworthy (Bend.), E. Pearce (FEx), 
J. Sutherland (PM/Foots.), J. Ward (Will/Ball/Foots/Will.), 
G. Williamson (Bend/Will.)
Departures: Black (Bend.), H. Douglas (PM, 5/7), A. Higgins (PM, 5/7)
Geelong
Captain: J. Baker
Vice Captain: Jos. McShane
Team: J. Adams (17), J. Baker (19), R. Binder (3), C. Blunt (7), C. Brownlow (2), S. Brunger (18), 
T. Clancy (1), F. Clarke (9), J. Conway (18), G. Cooper (1), L. Davie (11), Dooley (1), 
J. Emonds (1), J. Fanning (3), W. Foote (1), J. Gibney (3), Hartley (1), D. Hickinbotham (8), 
A. Kearney (2), D. Kearney (9), M. Kearney (11), G. Keenan (6), G. Landy (15), 
Jas. McShane (3), Jos. McShane (19), G. Meek (7), Moir (4), D. Moodie (19), D.C. Morrison (14), 
T. Mullen (2), W. Murray (11), V. O’Farrell (18), H. Parker (1), T. Parkin (15), J. Pike (2), 
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J. Reid (17), R. Reid (17), C. Robertson (4), R. Robinson (17), J. Ryan (17), A. Taylor (1), 
A. Timms (15), C. Wheatland (8), H.A. Wilson (2)
Goal kickers:
V. O’Farrell [20], Jos. McShane [7], L. Davie [6], J. Ryan [6], J. Baker [5], F. Clarke [4], T. Parkin [4], 
D. Moodie [3], J. Reid [3], C. Brownlow [2], G. Keenan [2], R. Binder [1], G. Landy [1], 
Jas. McShane [1], R. Reid [1], R. Robinson [1], A. Timms [1]
New: J. Adams (Portarl/Ess/Melb.), R. Binder (Drysdale), F. Clarke (GGS), 
G. Cooper (14/6, from Will/PM/S. Will.), J. Emonds (WG/Geel, 1888), 
J. Fanning (Qu’ff), J. Gibney (EG), Hartley (NG), A. Kearney (GC), 
G. Landy (2nds/Belmont), D. Moodie (WG), W. Murray (Rich.), 
A. Taylor (Chilw.) 
Departures: F. Furnell (Ess.), F. James (Melb.), J. Julien (Ess.), H. McLean (Melb.), 
P. McShane (Carl.), G. Pike (PM), R. Talbot (Melb.)
Melbourne
Captain: E. Fox
Vice Captain: G. Hallett
Team*: W.L. Aitken (19), Bain (3), Bridges (2), R. Byers (3), W.J. Carroll (19), R. Clough (2), 
N. Cohen (1), A. Connelly (9), Darcy (1), F. Drury (2), Evans (2), E. Fox (19), H. Fry (17), 
E. Griffith (15), G. Hallett (17), W. Hallows (5), A. Healing (18), Howie (1), Humphries (2), 
F. James (6), Jarrett (4), Jones (1), J. Kelly (2), R. Kelly (18), E. Lynar (15), L. Massey (11), 
McCormick (1), M. McDonald (5), A.J. McKean (3), McKinnon (3), H. McLean (14), 
G. McLeod (15), Mitchell (3), A. Neale (7), F. O’Rourke (1), G.H. Orwin (10), F. Prior (2), 
R. Ramsay (7), M. Ross (2), Shaw (2), F. Sheehan (18), G. Slattery (14), W. Smith (19), Stiffe (1), 
G. Strachan (1), E. Toms (10), W. Tulloch (1), J. (‘Rolls’) Williams (10), J. Wilson (16)
* 12/7: 1 missing (may have played with 19), but rest of squad: Healing, Orwin, Ross & Toms.
Goal kickers:
 W. Smith [24], R. Kelly [13], W.J. Carroll [8], J. Wilson [4], W. Aitken [3], E. Griffith [3], 
H. McLean [3], McKinnon [2], R. Byers [1], Connolly [1], H. Fry [1], G. Hallett [1], Jarrett [1], 
A.J. McKean [1], G. McLeod [1], Shaw [1], E. Toms [1]
New: R. Byers (Brighton), W.J. Carroll (NM/Rich/Melb/Ball.), R. Clough (Brunsw.), 
F. Drury (Foots.), E. Griffith (St K/Melb.), W. Hallows (Univ.), Howie (NM), 
F. James (Geel.), M. McDonald (UJ), H. McLean (Geel.), L. Massey (Tas.), 
A. Neale (Fitz/Univ.), F. O’Rourke (Carl/Univ/QLD), F. Prior (Bend. U), 
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R. Ramsay (Univ/SC), M. Ross (Geel.), E. Toms (SC, 14/6), 
J. Williams (Tas/Fitz, 5/7), J. Wilson (Tas.)
Departures: J. Benson (Coburg), R. Brown (Tas.), T. Deane (Rich.), J. Dobell (NM), 
E. Firebrace (likely Perth, WA), J. Kerrigan (PM)
North Melbourne
Captain: R. Houston
Vice Captain: H. Todd
Team*: M. Abrahams (19), H. Alessio (19), G. Bailey (3), E. Bean (19), G. Bean (7), Bickford (1), 
G. Bingham (17), Bowden (2), H. Christian (15), ‘Clifford’ (1), J. Dobell (18), Forbes (1), 
J.H. Gardiner (1), A. Gibson (19), R. Gibson (19), J. Haydon (3), A. Henderson (16), 
R. Houston (19), W.A. Johnston (12), E. Lording (17), M. McInerney (12), McIntyre (1), 
T. Morgan (8), T. O’Connor (14), T. Peters (18), C. Pickerd (1), R. Robertson (18), 
J. Rushford (12), J. Ryan (2), E. Sholl (5), Slater (1), F. Smith (18), R. Stevens (1), G. Sykes (4), 
D. Thompson (7), H. Todd (16), Ward (1), Webster (1), E. Williams (10)
* 26/7: 2 missing: likely from Bingham, Morden or Smith. Cannot be Williams.
Goal kickers:
 R. Gibson [11], R. Robertson [8], R. Houston [7], H. Todd [7], J. Dobell [6], E. Williams [6], 
M. Abrahams [4], G. Bean [4], H. Christian [3], A. Henderson [3], T. O’Connor [3], T. Peters [3], 
G. Sykes [3], Bean [2], H. Alessio [1], G. Bingham [1], J. Gardiner [1], W.A. Johnston [1], 
J. Rushford [1]
New: Bowden (Rainbow), J. Dobell (UJ/Melb.), A. Henderson (Will/S. Will.), 
McIntyre (RC), T. Morgan (SoB), T. O’Connor (Carl/SMJ/SM, 14/6), 
E. Sholl (Rainbow), D. Thompson (Warrn’l)
Departures: W.J. Carroll (Melb.), Howie (Melb.), W.M. Johnston (PM), J. Middleton (SM), 
J. Tankard (Tas.)
Port Melbourne
Captain: W. Hanneysee
Vice captain: L. Collings
Team: Anderson (1), Arrowsmith (2), C. Begg (2), E. Burke (4), E. Clayton (6), L. Collings (19), 
Craig (1), Dickson (6), H. Douglas (4), A. Drew (13), J. Fitzpatrick (17), D. Flaherty (10), 
G.W. Freame (6), Jas. Graham (7), Jno. Graham (4), W. Hanneysee (14), G. Headen (11), 
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Heenan (2), A. Higgins (1), E. Howes (16), P. Hyne (1), A. Johnston (1), W.M. Johnston (20), 
J. Kerrigan (20), Mack (1), P. Mackay (7), A. Maxwell (19), J. McCarthy (3), F. McKnight (16), 
W. McLaverty (17), Mitchell (14), W. Morton (7), J. Muir (15), Newbound (18), F.G. Parry (1), 
G. Pike (1), Quilty (1), M. Ryan (10), J. Sharp (18), W. Sharp (19), J. Strachan (17), T. Ward (4), 
Williams (1), G. Wills (1), W. Wilson (1), W. Young (1)
Goal kickers:
 W. Fraser [25], J. Muir [5], J. Fitzpatrick [4], W. Hanneysee [4], A. Maxwell [4], Jno. Graham [3], 
W. Johnston [3]*, F. McKnight [3], W. McLaverty [3], E. Clayton [2], H. Douglas [2]**, D. Flaherty 
[2], G.W. Freame [2], C. Begg [1], Jas. Graham [1], E. Howes [1], M. Ryan [1], J. Sharp [1], 
W. Sharp [1], T. Ward [1]
* W. Johnston. 2 goals may be A. Johnston.
** H. Douglas + 2 goals for Footscray.
New: E. Clayton (Ess.), Dickson (SMJ), H. Douglas (Foots, 5/7), J. Fitzpatrick (Ess.), 
Jno. Graham (Bendigo), A. Higgins (Foots, 5/7), A. Johnston (WE), 
W. Johnston (NM), J. Kerrigan (Univ/Melb.), J. McCarthy (Carl/PM), 
W. McLaverty (UJ), Mitchell (SM, 1887), G. Pike (Geel.), G. Wills (PMJ)
Departures: M. Daly (Tas.), Jas. Graham (SM, June), T. Graham (Rich, June), P. Harper (St K), 
J. Lawrence (St K), W. Morton (SM, June), J. Sutherland (Foots.), J. Taylor (St K), 
E. Vine (Ess.)
Richmond
Captain: E. Burwood
Vice Captain: A.J. Davis
Team*: A. Banner (2), W. Bassell (5), H.J. Blakeley (14), E. Burwood (18), H. Burwood (6), Clark (1), 
H. Clarke (14), J. Coles (4), A.J. Davis (17), T. Deane (17), H. Dickens (5), E. Dunn (2), 
G. Dunne (13), Edwards (11), A. Elder (6), H. Eldridge (9), T. Graham (13), G. Griffiths (14), 
W. Harris (3), A. Hill (1), Hooper (4), G. Hughes (1), J. Kilmartin (16), W. Leaver (6), 
A. Lewis (8), G. Locke (12), P. McSweeney (3), Moore (4), A. Morehouse (1), H. Morton (1), 
J. O’Halloran (18), P. O’Loughlin (10), W. Read (14), Russell (1), A. Searle (4), J. Shore (18), 
G. Smith (1), C. Stephens (1), J. Stewart (16), W. Stewart (11), C. Syle (17), Taylor (2), 
H. Thomson (14)
* 27/9: 1 missing; from Clarke, Croft or Moore.
Goal kickers:
 A. Elder [6], T. Deane [5], Edwards [4], T. Graham [4], A. Lewis [4], C. Syle [4], G. Griffiths [3], 
H. Clarke [2], J. Coles [1], H. Dickens [1], E. Dunn [1], G. Dunne [1], A. Hill [1], J. Kilmartin [1], 
G. Locke [1], P. O’Loughlin [1], W. Read [1], Russell [1], J. Stewart [1]
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New: W. Bassell (Rich. Jun., 5/7), H. Blakeley (ER), H. Clarke (Britannia), 
T. Deane (UJ/Melb.), H. Dickens (Britannia), G. Dunne (SY/St K, 14/6), 
A. Elder (ER), T. Graham (PM/Rich.), W. Harris (Railway), Hooper (Haw.),   
W. Leaver (Ivan.), A. Lewis (Ivan.), G. Locke (Vaucl.), Moore (SMJ), 
A. Morehouse (St K/Prah.), J. O’Halloran (ER), W. Read (Toorak/Carl.)
Departures: W. Brown (Fitz.), E. Dunn (St K, during season), H. Morton (St K), 
W. Murray (Geel.), J. Orr (SM)
South Melbourne
Captain: H. Elms
Vice Captain: P. Burns
Team: E. Barrett (18), A. Brown (18), P. Burns (18), T. Bushell (1), J. Clinton (1), R. Doran (18), 
A.J. Dunne (17), W. Ellis (8), H. Elms (19), Fielden (3), T. Glenn (5), Jas. Graham (12), 
J. Howard (1), R. Kerr (19), J. McGowan (2), D. McKay (19), A. McMurray (18), 
J. Middleton (16), W. Morton (12), T. O’Connor (1), J. O’Meara (19), J. Orr (6), B. Page (19), 
A. Powell (18), H. Purdy (16), R. Robinson (1), W. Spence (18), R. Talbot (17), F. Waugh (14), 
W. Windley (10), J. Wyatt (6), J. Young (10)
Goal kickers:
 E. Barrett [21], A. Brown [13], P. Burns [10], D. McKay [9], J. Graham [8], J. Middleton [8], 
A. McMurray [7], T. Glenn [4], R. Kerr [4], J. O’Meara [4], B. Page [3], H. Purdy [3], 
J. McGowan [2], J. Young [2], T. O’Connor [1], A. Powell [1], W. Spence [1], R. Talbot [1], 
F. Waugh [1]
New: Fielden (2nds), Jas. Graham (PM/Sandhurst/Sandhurst, late June), 
J. Middleton (NM), W. Morton (PM, 5/7), T. O’Connor (Carl/SMJ/SM), 
J. Orr (Rich/Sale), R. Robinson (Melb/Geel/Melb/Geel.), R. Talbot (Geel.), 
F. Waugh (St K/SMI, 6/6)
Departures: C. Clarke (CJ), T. O’Connor (NM, 14/6), E. Reynolds (UJ)
St Kilda
Captain: A. Rusden
Vice Captain: W. Stiffe
Team: C. Allard (18), A. Bennett (18), G. Bennett (15), L. Blanc (1), J. Blake (1), E. Brooks (16), 
A. Collie (1), Crowley (2), C. Dunn (2), D. Ferguson (17), P. Forman (1), Grey (8), 
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Hallihan (1), J.S. Harding (15), P. Harper (17), W. Hicks (14), J. Jackson (11), J. Lawrence (9), 
W. Lockett (10), T.H. McCoy (16), F. McDonald (18), W. McPherson (10), W. Newlands (7), 
E. Pringle (5), D. Robinson (8), A. Rusden (17), H. Simpson (14), A. Sloane (2), A. Smith (18), 
W. Smith (15), R. (‘Pearce’) Speary (7), W. Stiffe (6), Jno. Taylor (18), Watson (1), F. Waugh (3), 
C.G. Wilson (10), F. Wimpole (8)
Goal kickers:
 F. McDonald [29], Jno. Taylor [11], A. Smith [7], W. McPherson [6]*, C. Allard [4], J.S. Harding [4], 
E. Brooks [3], P. Harper [3], R. Speary [2], J. Lawrence [1], T.H. McCoy [1], W. Smith [1], 
G. Wilson [1], F. Wimpole [1]
* W. McPherson + 1 goal for Williamstown.
New: C. Allard (St K G), A. Bennett (SM), E. Brooks (Carl/FI/Melb.), 
D. Ferguson (Brighton), P. Forman (Maryleb.), Grey (Maryleb.), 
P. Harper (PM), W. Hicks (Brighton), J. Lawrence (PM), 
W. McPherson (Will, 7/6), Sloane (Cresw.), J. Taylor (PM), Watson (Warrn’l)
Departures: J. Blake (Carl, 31/5), J. Graham (PM), E. Griffith (Melb.), A. Morehouse (Rich.), 
J. Morehouse (Carl.), F. Waugh (SM, 7/6)
Williamstown
Captain: J. McDonald
Vice Captain: E. Warren
Team*: H. Bray (5), A. Brownfield (15), S. Chester (1), T. Claringbould (15), Cocking (1), G. Cooper (3), 
J. Dyson (16), M. (‘Guest’) Fitzpatrick (8), J. Fribbs (17), W. Garlick (15), R. Gibbs (16), 
P. Goode (16), E. Griffin (17), R/J. Hall (3), Hart (1), Hodges (1), F. Huggins (9), C.T. Jones (16), 
W.F. (‘Gillett’) Jones (12), D. Kelly (14), J. Kenny (7), F. Liebert (6), T. Lyons (18), 
J. McDonald (8), McNamara (13), W. McPherson (1), Morone (1), A. Nettleton (15), 
Neylon (2), R. Oldham (15), E. Pierce (2), T. Sansom (10), H. Smith (3), Stevens (1), Sutcliffe (4), 
E. Warren (17), W. Warren (12), A. Worroll (17)
* 19/7: 1 missing (a substitute). Others in squad: Box, Brownfield, Claringbould, Garlick, Liebert & C. Russell.
Goal kickers:
 A. Worroll [5], A. Brownfield [4], E. Griffin [4], W.F. Jones [4], R. Oldham [4], D. Kelly [3], 
W. Warren [3], J. Dyson [2], J. Fribbs [2], C. Jones [2], T. Lyons [2], E. Warren [2], W. Garlick [1], 
R. Gibbs [1], J. Kenny [1], McNamara [1], W. McPherson [1]*, Unknown [1]**
* W. McPherson + 5 goals for St Kilda.
** Unknown goal: 7/6.
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New: H. Claringbould (Melb/Will/S. Will.), P. Goode (SoB), J. Hall (2nds), 
C. Jones (WJ), D. Kelly (Brunsw.), J. Kenny (WJ/Will.), 
F. Liebert (2nds/S. Will, 1887), T. Lyons (Rich.), McNamara (Melb. 2nds),  
Neylon (Colac), R. Oldham (Ball.), T. Sansom (Colac), W. Warren (Ball/Will. 2nds)
Departures: G. Cooper (Geel, 14/6), A. Hall (Foots.), A. Henderson (NM), 
M. McPherson (Fitz.), W. McPherson (St K, 7/6), D. Murray (Carl.), 
R. Salt (Carl.), J. Ward (Foots.), G. Williamson (Foots.), W. Young (Susp.)
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1890 Season
May 3
Essendon 1. 3 1.10 2.13 3.17 
Port Melbourne 1. 2 1. 3 2. 4 3. 4
(EMCG; Att: 8-15,000)
Best
Essendon: Ball, Carter, Mouritz, Julien, Chadwick, Furnell, Forbes, Hall
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Morton, W. Sharp, Howes, Collings, Graham 
Goals
Essendon: Robinson, Schutt, Young
Port Melbourne: Fraser 3
Geelong 0. 0 0. 0 0. 2 1. 3
Fitzroy 1. 2 3. 8 7. 9 8.11
(CO; Att: 4,000)
Best
Geelong: Parkin, Adams, McShane, Reid, Baker, Conway
Fitzroy: Leydin, Melling, Banks, Rapiport, Cleary, Wiseman
Goals
Geelong: Parkin
Fitzroy: Grace 3, Cleary, Bonnitcha, Leydin, Salton, Worrall
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 3. 0 3. 0
Carlton 2. 1 2. 3 6. 6 7. 9
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Ramsay, Fox, Kelly, Cohen, Lynar, Healing, Fry, Orwin
Carlton: Salt, White, Currie, McShane, Lorraine, Crapp, Batters
Goals
Melbourne: Griffiths, R. Kelly, Aitken
Carlton: McShane 3, Bishop, Green, Hutchinson, Salt
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North Melbourne 1. 3 2. 4 3. 4 5. 4
Footscray 0. 2 0. 3 1. 5 1. 6
(NMRR; Att: 5-10,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Williams, Houston, Robertson, Todd, Bean, Abrahams
Footscray: Coward, Carroll, Carter, Douglas, Nosworthy
Goals
North Melbourne: Williams 2, Robertson, Abrahams, R. Gibson
Footscray: Jacka
South Melbourne 1. 5 3.11 5.15 8.16
Richmond 1. 0 1. 0 2. 1 2. 2
(SMCG; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Middleton, Burns, Purdy, McKay, Kerr, O’Meara, Elms
Richmond: Burwood, Syle, Searle, Shore, Banner, Thomson, Hopper
Goals
South Melbourne: Middleton 2, Barrett 2, McKay, O’Connor, Glenn, Kerr
Richmond: Syle, Searle
Williamstown 0. 3 1. 7 1.10 3.15
St Kilda 3. 1 3. 1 4. 2 4. 3
(WCG; Att: 3-4,000)
The need for adequate training
The correspondent “Little Mark”was very critical of Williamstown’s attitude to training, and argued 
It is perfectly useless for them to don the yellow and black if they will not take the advice of those 
that know to what extent physical exercise can be indulged in … a few have gone in thoroughly 
for training, the majority have proved that their idea of playing the game consists of late hours from 
Monday to Friday, and on Saturday endeavouring to ‘play’ in a condition fitted only for a ‘good 
sleep’. 
Williamstown Chronicle, 26/4/1890.
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Best
Williamstown: Worroll, Fribbs, Garlick, Brownfield, Nettleton, Warren
St Kilda: A. Smith, Ferguson, Stiffe, Robinson, Simpson, Harper
Goals
Williamstown: Brownfield 2, Worroll
St Kilda: McDonald 2, Allard, McCoy, Taylor
May 10
Essendon 4. 2 5. 2 7. 3 9. 4 
Williamstown 1. 1 2. 1 2. 5 2. 6
(EMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Essendon: Vine, Sykes, Angwin, Ball, Mouritz, Wilmott, Forbes, Hall
Williamstown: Worroll, Fribbs, Griffin, Oldham, Samson, C. Jones, Lyons
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 5, Carter, Forbes, Hall, Ball
Williamstown: W. McPherson, Lyons
Fitzroy 3. 2 7. 5 11. 7 13.11
Richmond 1. 1 1. 1 1. 3 1. 5
(FCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Leydin, Grace, Bonnitcha, Rapiport, Banks
Richmond: O’Loughlin, Syle, Stewart, Burwood, Hughes, Eldridge
Goals
Fitzroy: Bonnitcha 4, Grace 4, Worrall 3, Cleary, Melling
Richmond: Dunn
Melbourne 0. 3 1. 3 1. 6 6. 7
Port Melbourne 1. 1 2. 7 6. 9 7.11
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: R. Kelly, Carroll, E. Fox, Hallett, James, Orwin, Smith, Lynar
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee (bog), Fraser, Jas. Graham, Jno. Graham, W. Sharp, Muir
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Goals
Melbourne: R. Kelly 3, Smith 2, Byers
Port Melbourne: Fraser 3, Muir 2, Hanneysee, Jno. Graham
South Melbourne 1. 0 4. 3 7. 5 7. 9
Footscray 0. 0 0. 1 0. 2 2. 2
(SMCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Kerr, Powell, O’Meara, McMurray, Glenn, Purdy
Footscray: Barrass, Considine, Carter, Pender, Ward, Jacka, Anderson
Goals
South Melbourne: Glenn 2, Kerr, Burns, Barrett, Middleton, McMurray
Footscray: G. Thompson, Morgan
St Kilda 0. 0 4. 2 4. 3 5. 4
Carlton 3. 4 3. 5 5. 6 7. 9
(St K CG; Att: 4,000)
Best
St Kilda: Harper (bog), Allard, Brooks, Dunn, Newlands, McDonald
Carlton: McKenzie, Currie, Walton, Crapp, McShane, Salt, Batters
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald 2, A. Smith 2, Brooks
Carlton: Currie 2, P. McShane, Williams, Keane, White, McKenzie
The Numbers Game
A Melbourne supporter made himself unpopular at this match with Port Melbourne: 
A little scene … occurred, which roused the ire of the barrackers for the Ports very considerably. 
A spectator stepped into the arena, and at his suggestion the visitors were counted. Instead of 21, 
as had been suggested, it was discovered that Ports were only playing 19 men. Shouts of derision 
greeted this announcement, and the self constituted censor retired covered with confusion.
The Age, 12/5/1890.
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Non-premiership matches 
Geelong & North Melbourne
May 17
Carlton 1. 4 1. 8 2. 9 3.10
Port Melbourne 1. 0 1. 1 3. 1 4. 2
(MCG; Att: 12-20,000)
Best
Carlton: Currie, Watling, McKechnie, Salt, Bailey, Batters, McKenzie
Port Melbourne: Jas. Graham (bog), Dickson, Hanneysee, Morton, Fraser, Kerrigan
Goals
Carlton: McShane 2, McKechnie
Port Melbourne: Fraser 2, Fitzpatrick, Jas. Graham
Essendon 3. 3 5. 6 10.10  11.14  
Richmond 0. 2 1. 4 1. 6 1. 7
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Caldwell, Ball, Chadwick, Forbes, Finlay, Vine, Sykes
Richmond: Kilmartin, Coles, Blakeley, Eldridge, Burwood, J. Stewart
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 6, Chadwick, Fleming, Sykes, Forbes, Finlay
Richmond: Dickens
Fitzroy 4. 1 6. 4 8. 8 9. 9
St Kilda 1. 0 1. 1 1. 1 2. 1
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Grace, Cleary, Keogh, Rapiport, Banks, Worrall, Ewing
St Kilda: Harper, Allard, Lockett, Newlands, Stiffe, Rusden, A. Smith 
Goals
Fitzroy: Grace 6, Neate, Bonnitcha, Cleary
St Kilda: A. Smith, J. Taylor
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Geelong 0. 3 1. 4 2. 4 2. 6
Footscray 0. 3 1. 5 1. 5 1. 5
(CO; Att: 100)
Best
Geelong: McShane, Baker, Robinson, Kearney, O’Farrell, Brunger 
Footscray: Anderson, Barrass, Kershaw, Jacka, Nosworthy, Pender
Goals
Geelong: O’Farrell, Binder
Footscray: Nicholls
Melbourne 0. 2 2. 5 3. 7 5.11
Williamstown 1. 4 2. 4 2. 6 2. 8
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Lynar, Ramsay, Smith, McDonald, Fox, Hallows, Aitken
Williamstown: Worroll, Lyons, Fribbs, Jones, McNamara, Garlick, McDonald
Goals
Melbourne: Smith 3, R. Kelly, Shaw
Williamstown: Dyson, Garlick
South Melbourne 0. 0 1. 5 1. 9 2.12
North Melbourne 1. 5 1. 7 1. 7 1. 7
(SMCG; Att: 9-20,000)
Best
South Melbourne: McKay, Kerr, Burns, Page, Ellis, Talbot, O’Meara, Windley
North Melbourne: Sykes, Todd, McInerney, Abrahams, Peters, Bean, Morgan
Goals
South Melbourne: McKay, Burns
North Melbourne: Williams
May 24 (Queen‘s Birthday)
Carlton 2. 3 4. 4 6. 6 7. 8
Footscray 1. 0 2. 1 3. 2 4. 4
(SMCG; Att: 4-8,000)
*Morning game.
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Best
Carlton: Coulson, Crapp, Currie, Lorraine, McShane, Salt, Strong
Footscray: Williamson (bog), Kershaw, Considine, Jacka, Nosworthy, Pender
Goals
Carlton: McShane 3, Keane 2, Williams, Watling
Footscray: Douglas 2, Pender, Burke
Essendon 0. 1 0. 6 1. 6 2. 8 
South Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0 1. 1 2. 1
(EMCG; Att: 34,504*)
*Figure not officially confirmed.
Best
Essendon: Ball (bog), Rout, Sykes, Fleming, Dick, Angwin, Harriman
South Melbourne: Windley, O’Meara, Purdy, Doran, Talbot, Kerr, McKay, Page
Goals
Essendon: Young, Caldwell
South Melbourne: Brown, McMurray
North Melbourne 2. 1 4. 5 6. 6 9. 8
Geelong 0. 3 0. 5 0. 5 0. 5
(MCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Houston, Lording, Todd, McInerney, R. Gibson, Christian
Geelong: Baker, Hickinbotham, Adams, McShane, O’Farrell, Reid
Goals
North Melbourne: Todd 3, Houston 2, Sykes 2, R. Gibson, Dobell
Phil McShane’s goal scoring prowess
Phil McShane was the third highest career goal kicker in pre-VFL days with 163 in a (for the most part) 
distinguished career with Geelong, Essendon, Carlton and Fitzroy. He had a good day for the Blues in this 
contest against Footscray and gathered three goals. On one occasion ‘McShane sent in a beauty fairly between 
the two eyes of the goal posts, and the triumphant Carltonians cried, ‘Guess that’s a staggerer’’ The Sportsman, 
28/5/1890.
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Port Melbourne 1. 0 4. 2 5. 3 5. 6
Richmond 1. 2 1. 3 1. 4 2. 8
(PMCG)
*Morning game.
Best
Port Melbourne: Muir, McKnight, Morton, Sharp, Jno. Graham, Jas. Graham
Richmond: Searle, Burwood, O’Loughlin, O’Halloran, Syle, Eldridge
Goals
Port Melbourne: Fitzpatrick, Muir, Jno. Graham, McKnight, W. Johnston
Richmond: O’Loughlin, Syle
Non-premiership matches 
Fitzroy, Melbourne, St Kilda & Williamstown
May 31
Essendon 2. 4 4. 7 6.10 6.11 
St Kilda 1. 0 2. 1 3. 2 3. 4
(EMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Essendon: Caldwell, Fleming, Rout, Stubbs, Sykes, Mouritz, Ball, Forbes
St Kilda: W. Smith, Bennett, Rusden, A. Smith, Allard, McDonald
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 3, Forbes, Robinson, Carter
St Kilda: McDonald 2, Lawrence
North Melbourne 1. 0 2. 1 3. 1 3. 1
Carlton 1. 1 2. 2 2. 4 3. 7
(NMRR; Att: 17,000+)
Best
North Melbourne: Houston, R. Gibson, Alessio, Bean, McInerney, Robertson
Carlton: McKenzie, Bailey, Batters, Morehouse, Keane, Roberts
Goals
North Melbourne: E. Williams 2, Houston
Carlton: P. Williams, McShane, Keane
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Port Melbourne 2. 1 2. 3 2. 4 2. 7
Geelong 0. 2 1. 6 3. 8 4. 9
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Fraser, Graham, Morton, W. Sharp
Geelong: Jos. McShane, Baker, Adams, Kearney, O’Farrell, Hickinbotham
Goals
Port Melbourne: W. Sharp, Jno. Graham
Geelong: J. Reid, O’Farrell, Keenan, Ryan
South Melbourne 1. 4 2. 6 2.10 5.11
Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3 2. 3 2. 3
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: McKay, Barrett, Burns, Windley, O’Meara, Doran, Page, Ellis
Melbourne: McLean, Orwin, Smith, Fox, Aitken, Neill, Wilson, Kelly
Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett 2, Page, Middleton, Spence
Melbourne: Smith, Aitken
Who’s Playing?
The life of a football journalist at this time wasn’t easy. Problems included locked and leaky press boxes 
and poor service from slack club officials. For instance, after Port Melbourne played Geelong a reporter 
complained that 
The Geelong have in their team many new players, and do what the reporters would, they could 
not secure any sort of a barracker to supply the names of the players. We would have thought that 
by this time the secretaries had learnt enough to look after the wants of the Press in the matches in 
which they are interested ... it appears that in the list of players for the Press ... one of the players 
was wrongly excluded, while one not playing was marked present.
The Herald, 31/5/1890.
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Williamstown 2. 0 2. 0 2. 0 3. 2
Footscray 0. 4 2. 5 2. 9 3.11
(WCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Fribbs, Worroll, E. Warren, Brownfield, Griffin
Footscray: Barrass, Moloney, Williamson, Carroll, Kershaw, Ward
Goals
Williamstown: Worroll 2, Gibbs
Footscray: Considine, Barrass, Burke
Non-premiership matches 
Fitzroy & Richmond
Ladder at the end of May
 p w d l f a pts ratio
Fitzroy 3 3 0 0 30 4 12 20.00
South Melbourne 5 4 1 0 24 9 18 18.00
Essendon 5 3 2 0 31 11 16 16.00
Carlton 5 3 1 1 27 19 14 14.00
Port Melbourne 5 3 1 1 21 18 14 14.00
North Melbourne 4 2 1 1 18 6 10 12.50
Geelong 4 2 0 2 7 20 8 10.00
Melbourne 4 1 0 3 16 21 4 5.00
St Kilda 4 1 0 3 14 25 4 5.00
Williamstown 4 0 1 3 10 21 2 2.50
Footscray 5 0 1 4 11 17 2 2.00
Richmond 4 0 0 4 6 37 0 0.00
Leading Goal kickers
H. Caldwell (Ess.) 15
J. Grace (Fitz.) 13
P. McShane (Carl.) 10
W. Fraser (PM) 8
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June 7
Carlton 0. 1 1. 6 2.10 5.10
Essendon 0. 4 0. 5 0. 5 0. 8
(MCG; Att: 25,000)
Best
Carlton: McKenzie, Bailey, McKechnie, Sutton, Currie, Morehouse
Essendon: Forbes, Finlay, Ball, Hammond, Vine, Rout, Young, Julien
Goals
Carlton: Salt 2, Morehouse, Green, Strong
Fitzroy 4. 1 8. 2 10. 7 14.12
Williamstown 1. 2 2. 2 3. 2 3. 3
(FCG; Att: 3,000)
*Goal kicked out of a scrimmage
Best
Fitzroy: J. Worrall, Rapiport, Cleary, Grace, C. Buckley, Banks
Williamstown: A. Worroll, Griffin, Sansom, Fribbs, C. Jones, Brownfield
Goals
Fitzroy: J. Worrall 5, Grace 2, Leydin 2, Salton 2, Cleary, Melling, Gifford
Williamstown: Fribbs, C. Jones, Unknown*
Geelong 1. 2 1. 3 1. 4 1. 5
South Melbourne 1. 1 3. 7 6.11 10.15
(CO; Att: 6,000)
Loyal support at Geelong
The Pivots may have been down and out but they had loyal supporters like “a kinchin gaily bedecked with 
blue and white papers, who danced around the arena, calling out ‘Go in, Pivotons’, ‘Bah! you South savages’ 
and such like” (The Sportsman, 11/6/1890). This is likely a description of Geelong’s well-known indigenous 
supporter Billy Murray. He gained attention as a Geelong mascot in the early 1890s.
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Best
Geelong: Adams, Wheatland, Jos. McShane, Reid, Meek, Timms, Kearney
South Melbourne: McKay, Purdy, Page, Barrett, Dunne, Elms, Windley
Goals
Geelong: Jos. McShane
South Melbourne: Barrett 6, O’Meara, Young, Purdy, Burns
North Melbourne 0. 1 3. 4 5. 5 6. 5
Melbourne 1. 4 1. 4 1. 8 2.10
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Houston, Sykes, R. Gibson, A. Gibson, Todd, Bean, McInerney
Melbourne: Carroll, Wilson, McLean, Fox, Lynar, Hallows, R. Kelly
Goals
North Melbourne: Robertson, Peters, Henderson, Sykes, Houston, R. Gibson
Melbourne: R. Kelly, Griffiths
Port Melbourne 1. 1 3. 2 4. 3 4. 4
Footscray 1. 0 1. 1 1. 4 1. 6
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Dickson, Fraser, Hanneysee, Muir, Jas. Graham, McKnight
Footscray: Kershaw, Considine, Jacka, Ward, Williamson, Coward
Only the best for the press
A journalist described the difficulties he encountered trying to gain access to the press box at the North 
Melbourne Recreation Reserve: 
We bolted our lunch in order to get down to that beautiful Recreation Reserve in time to secure 
one of those three lofty stools for which half-a-dozen pressman have to struggle every Saturday. We 
were not received with open doors. The key was lost, but a good Samaritan lent us a spade, and 
with that we prised open the window, and climbed the stool of office.
The Herald, 7/6/1890.
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Goals
Port Melbourne: Fraser 2, McLaverty 2
Footscray: Considine
St Kilda 3. 3 6. 6 8. 6 8. 9
Richmond 0. 0 0. 0 1. 3 1. 3
(St K CG; Att: 1,500)
Best
St Kilda: Harper, Taylor, A. Smith, Brooks, Pringle, Allard, McDonald
Richmond: Syle, Deane, Dickens, Burwood, Read, Kilmartin, Stewart
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald 2, McPherson 2, A. Smith, Brooks, Taylor, Harper
Richmond: Edwards
June 14
Carlton 2. 3 3. 5 3. 8 5.10
Geelong 2. 1 3. 2 5. 2 5. 3
(MCG)
Best
Carlton: McKenzie, Watling, McKechnie, Roberts, Batters, Salt
Geelong: Baker, Ryan, Adams, Hickinbotham, McShane, O’Farrell
Goals
Carlton: Williams, White, Currie, Lorraine, Morehouse
Geelong: O’Farrell 3, Jos. McShane 2
Essendon 2. 5 4. 6 5. 8 8.11 
North Melbourne 0. 0 0. 4 1. 5 2. 6
(EMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Essendon: Sykes, Julien, Forbes, Chadwick, Ball, Finlay, Rout, Schutt
North Melbourne: Houston, O’Connor, Johnston, Bean, Todd, Dobell, Lording
Goals
Essendon: Sykes 2, Finlay 2, Schutt 2, Rout, Julien
North Melbourne: Dobell, Houston
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Melbourne 2. 2 3. 2 6. 3 6. 4
Footscray 0. 1 1. 2 2. 5 3. 6
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Massey, Griffiths, Smith, Aitken, Wilson, Carroll, McLean
Footscray: Carter, Anderson, Barr, Barrass, Morgan, Ward, Williamson
Goals
Melbourne: Smith 2, Hallett, Carroll, Griffiths, Fry
Footscray: Barrass, Nicholls, Williamson
Richmond 0. 5 2.10 4.11 6.12
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 0 1. 1 1. 3
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Shore, Thomson, Syle, Burwood, Griffiths, O’Halloran
Williamstown: Griffin, Lyons, Worroll, Warren, W.F. Jones, Brownfield, Guest
Goals
Richmond: Griffiths, Syle, Graham, Edwards, Read, Deane
Williamstown: W. Warren
South Melbourne 0. 1 0. 2 2. 3 3. 8
Fitzroy 2. 0 2. 0 2. 1 2. 1
(SMCG; Att: 25-30,000)
Fanatical Fitzroyites
A visitor reported the customs of barrackers at a South Melbourne v. Fitzroy match to Tasmanian readers: 
They go mad here. If you go to a match you have to keep quiet or fight; I keep quiet. Last Saturday 
(June 14) the Fitzroy supporters organised a gigantic procession to parade South Melbourne, about 
300 cabs, furniture vans, butcher’s carts, etc, being included, and any quantity of maroon and blue, 
but before the match had concluded the procession had wended its ways back, singly, slowly, 
sadly, and by different routes, sans flags, sans beer, sans enthusiasm, sans everything.
The Examiner (Launceston), 28/6/1890.
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Best
South Melbourne: O’Meara (bog), Dunne, Windley, Purdy, McMurray, Burns 
Fitzroy: Banks, Rapiport, McPherson, King, McRaile, Worrall
Goals
South Melbourne: McMurray, Brown, Talbot
Fitzroy: Grace, Leydin
St Kilda 2. 3 3. 4 6. 4 8. 5
Port Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1 0. 2 2. 4
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Harper, McCoy, A. Smith, McDonald, McPherson, Brooks
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, J. Sharp, McKnight, Newbound, McLaverty
Goals
St Kilda: McPherson 3, McDonald 2, Taylor, McCoy, A. Smith
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Hanneysee
June 21
Essendon 1. 4 3. 4 4. 5 5. 5 
Fitzroy 0. 1 1. 3 2. 4 2. 7
(EMCG; Att: 15-18,000)
Best
Essendon: Finlay, Ball, Chadwick, Forbes, Harriman, Clarke, Desailly
Fitzroy: Banks, Cleary, Melling, McRaile, King, Keogh, Buckley
Goals
Essendon: Wilmott 2, Ball, Sykes, Schutt
Fitzroy: Grace, McPherson
Geelong 1. 1 1. 7 1. 8 3. 8 
Melbourne 1. 0 1. 1 2. 3 2. 3
(CO)
Best
Geelong: McShane, Robinson, Baker, Moodie, Adams, Wheatland
Melbourne: Carroll, Wilson, Griffiths, Kelly, McLean, Smith, Fox
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Goals
Geelong: Brownlow 2, Jos. McShane
Melbourne: Smith, Wilson
North Melbourne 2. 2 3. 4 3. 6 4. 8
Port Melbourne 0. 0 3. 1 4. 1 4. 1
(MCG)
Best
North Melbourne: Houston (bog), Robertson, McInerney, Todd, Bingham
Port Melbourne: Graham, Collings, Howes, Strachan, Maxwell, Fraser
Goals
North Melbourne: Todd 2, O’Connor, Robertson
Port Melbourne: Maxwell 2, Howes, Fraser
Richmond 2. 2 2. 5 2. 7 2. 7
Footscray 0. 0 0. 1 0. 1 0. 3
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: O’Loughlin, Griffiths, Syle, J. Stewart, Kilmartin, Shore
Footscray: Considine, Barrass, Carter, Anderson, Kershaw, Ward
Goals
Richmond: J. Stewart, Edwards
Non-premiership matches 
Carlton, South Melbourne, St Kilda & Williamstown
Identity theft
When full forward Edgar Barrett was on South Melbourne’s tour of Sydney a criminal wired his father in 
Melbourne asking for money to be transferred to his son’s account. The fraud was exposed, but the criminal 
was not apprehended.
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June 28
Essendon 0. 5 0. 5 3.10 4.15
Geelong 0. 0 0. 5 0. 5 1. 6
(EMCG; Att: 8-23,605)
Best
Essendon: Forbes, Ball, Harriman, Stubbs, Wilmott, Dick, Finlay, Rout
Geelong: Parkin, Adams, M. Kearney, Moodie, Baker, J. Reid, R. Reid
Goals
Essendon: Ball, Julien, Finlay, Zercho
Geelong: Robinson
Footscray 2. 1 2. 2 3. 4 4. 4
St Kilda 1. 0 1. 0 1. 2 2. 4
(WO; Att: 3,000)
Best
Footscray: Considine, Coward, Carter, Barr, Nicholls, Williamson
St Kilda: A. Smith, G. Bennett, Harper, W. Smith, Ferguson, Rusden
Goals
Footscray: Nicholls 2, G. Thompson, Coward
St Kilda: McDonald 2
Melbourne 2. 2 4. 3 4. 8 4.10
Richmond 1. 1 1. 3 2. 5 2. 7
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Ramsay, Carroll, McLean, Hallett, Strachan, Fox, Fry, Smith
Richmond: Thomson, Kilmartin, Burwood, Dunne, Syle, O’Loughlin
Bogey ground: the East Melbourne CG
Geelong’s loss to Essendon was yet another defeat on the East Melbourne CG for this team, and old timer C.L. 
Andrews recalled that the cricket ground’s ‘cramped and muddy surroundings … was a big handicap against 
South and Geelong [and they] have never overcome their superstition that ill luck dogs their footsteps at East 
Melbourne’ The Winner, 16/9/1914.
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Goals
Melbourne: Smith 3, R. Kelly
Richmond: Edwards, Griffiths
North Melbourne 0. 4 0. 4 2. 4 2. 5
Fitzroy 0. 0 1. 1 1. 3 1. 3
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Peters, Lording, Houston, Christian, Todd, W.A. Johnston
Fitzroy: Banks, Rapiport, Salton, Grace, Cleary, Worrall, King
Goals
North Melbourne: Henderson, R. Gibson
Fitzroy: Grace
Non-premiership matches 
Carlton, Port Melbourne, South Melbourne & Williamstown
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 7 6 1 0 37 12 26 33.42
Essendon 9 6 2 1 48 21 28 27.99
Carlton 7 4 2 1 37 24 20 25.71
North Melbourne 8 4 2 2 32 21 20 22.50
Port Melbourne 8 4 2 2 31 31 20 22.50
Fitzroy 7 4 0 3 49 17 16 20.57
Geelong 8 3 1 4 17 41 14 15.75
St Kilda 7 3 0 4 32 32 12 15.42
Melbourne 8 3 0 5 30 35 12 13.50
Richmond 8 2 0 6 17 50 8 9.00
Footscray 9 1 1 7 17 31 6 6.00
Williamstown 6 0 1 5 14 41 2 2.99
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Leading Goal kickers
J. Grace (Fitz.) 18
H. Caldwell (Ess.) 15
W. Fraser (PM) 12
F. McDonald (St K) 12 
W. Smith (Melb.) 12
July 5
Inter-Colonial
Victoria 2. 4 4. 5 8. 8 13. 8
South Australia 2. 1 4. 2 4. 3 6. 5
(MCG; Att: 20-30,000*)
*16,092 paid admission.
Best
Victoria: McKay, Worrall, Burns, Adams, Purdy, Fox, Windley, Fleming
South Australia: Daly, Kempster, Rowley, Tomlin, McGaffin, J. Woods, Bushby
Goals
Victoria: Burns 3, McKay 3, Worrall 2, Grace 2, Houston, Purdy, Fleming
South Australia: Rowley 3, Hamilton, Fry, J. Woods
Victoria
*Uniform: Blue jersey with golden sash, blue hose, white knickerbockers
Starting 20 
B: R. Ewing (Fitz.), H. Elms (c) (SM), E. Fox (Melb.)
HB:  J. Adams (Geel.), W. Fleming (Ess.), C. Buckley (Fitz.)
C:  A. Smith (St K), W. Windley (SM), S. Angwin (Ess.)
HF:  C. Finlay (Ess.), D. McKay (SM), T. Banks (Fitz.)
F: R. Houston (NM), J. Grace (Fitz.), T. Rout (Ess.)
Foll: F. Ball (Ess.), H. Purdy (SM), P. Burns (SM), J. O’Meara (SM)
Rov: J. Worrall (v-c) (Fitz.)
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South Australia
*Uniform: Red, White & Blue (non-running)
Starting 20
B:  A.E. Jackson (Norw.), A. Grayson (Norw.), A. Bushby (Port Adel.)
HB:  W. Kempster (Port Adel.), N.H. Richards (Norw.), A.E. Tomlin (Port Adel.)
C:  G. McKee (Norw.), J.J. Woods (Norw.), P. Gardiner (Port Adel.)
HF:  K. McKenzie (Port Adel.)(v-c), G. Rowley (Sth. Adel.), E. Monck (Sth. Adel.)
F: G. Webb (Port Adel.), C.W. Woods (Norw.), E. Hamilton (Port Adel.)
Foll: J. McGaffin (Norw.), H. Stevens (Port Adel.), C. Fry (Port Adel.), A.E. Waldron (Norw.)(c)
Rov: J. Daly (Norw.)
Premiership Matches
Footscray 0. 0 0. 3 0. 3 0. 4
Carlton 0.10 3.12 7.13 9.15
(WO; Att: 7,000)
Best
Footscray: Barrass, Considine, Pender, Williamson, Thompson, Barr
Carlton: McKenzie, Keane, McKechnie, Batters, Ross, Currie, Crapp
Goals
Carlton: Ross 4, Williams 2, White, Keane, Batters
Williamstown 1. 0 1. 4 3. 6 3. 7
Port Melbourne 2. 2 2. 3 2. 4 2. 6
(WCG)
Best
Williamstown: W. Warren, Fribbs, Gibbs, Sansom, C. Jones, Griffin
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Hanneysee, J. Sharp, Collings, Kerrigan, Headen
Goals
Williamstown: W. Warren, Dyson, Griffin
Port Melbourne: J. Sharp, Fraser
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Non-premiership matches 
Fitzroy & North Melbourne
Tuesday July 8
Fitzroy* 1. 5 1. 8 3.10 3.11
South Australia 1. 1 1. 3 2. 5 3. 6
(FCG; Att: 1-2,000)
*Fitzroy 18 + H. Alessio and R. Houston from North Melbourne.
**Goal kicked out of a scrimmage.
Best
Fitzroy: Leydin, McInerney, C. Buckley, Houston, McPherson
South Australia: Fisher, Woods, Daly, McKenzie, Kempster, Hamilton
Goals
Fitzroy: McShane 3
South Australia: Fry, C. Woods, Unknown**
Thursday July 10
Inter-Colonial
Victoria 2. 2 3. 3 3. 5 4. 6
South Australia 0. 3 1. 5 4. 8 6. 8
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Victoria: McLean, Lorraine, Williamson, Stubbs, Keane, Doran, Lording
South Australia: J. Woods, Kempster, Daly, Dixon, McKee, Hamilton, Fry
Port lost in the mist
Port Melbourne had a bad day at Williamstown in adverse weather conditions. A reporter found it difficult 
to follow the game because ‘A heavy fog was closing in ... and it was a métier of much difficulty to remark 
the players ... Very loud shouting was indulged in, and sounded very much like foghorns’ (The Sportsman, 
9/7/1890). After barely seeing a game that Post lost the visiting supporters’ misery was compounded when 
the fog also caused the cancellation of the ferry back to Port Melbourne.
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Goals
Victoria: McDonald, Barrett, Fraser, Keane
South Australia: Walkley 2, Hamilton, Dixon, Fry, Leschen
Victoria
*Uniform: Players’ own uniform with white knickerbockers
Starting 20
G. Currie, J. Keane, J. Lorraine, A. McKenzie, J. Morehouse, W. Strickland (Carl.); A. Dick, W. Schutt, P. Stubbs (Ess.);
H. Rapiport (Fitz.); G. Williamson (Foots.); H. McLean (Melb.); J. Fitzpatrick, W. Fraser (PM); 
H. Christian, E. Lording (NM); E. Barrett, R. Doran (SM); F. McDonald (St K); A. Worroll (Will.)
South Australia
Starting 20 
A. Bushby (Port Adel.), J. Daly (Norw.), W. Dixon (Adel.), C. Fry (Port Adel.), P. Gardiner (Port Adel.), 
A. Grayson (Norw.), E. Hamilton (Port Adel.), A.E. Jackson (Norw.), W. Kempster (Port Adel.), H. Leschen (Adel.), 
J. McGaffin (Norw.), G. McKee (Norw.), K. McKenzie (Port Adel.), E. Monck (Sth. Adel.), H. Phillips (Port Adel.),
N.H. Richards (Norw.), A.E. Tomlin (Port Adel.), A.E. Waldron (Norw.), W. Walkley (Sth. Adel.), J.J. Woods (Norw.)
July 12
Carlton 3. 4 7. 7 11.11 15.15
Williamstown 0. 1 0. 2 0. 2 0. 2
(MCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: Keane, Lorraine, Currie, Sutton, Salt, Crapp, White, Batters 
Williamstown: Fribbs, Worroll, Griffin, Warren, Dyson, Sansom
Goals
Carlton: Salt 3, Williams 3, White 2, Hutchinson, Batters, Keane,
 Currie, Ross, McKechnie, Morehouse
Essendon 3. 1 5. 5 6. 5 7. 9 
Melbourne 0. 3  1. 3  6. 4 7. 4
(EMCG)
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Best
Essendon: Forbes, Rout, Ball, Hall, Schutt, Desailly, Fleming, Finlay
Melbourne: Hallett, Fox, Smith, McLean, Carroll, Wilson, Massey
Goals
Essendon: Finlay 2, Schutt, Ball, Robinson, Zercho, Hall
Melbourne: Smith 3, Aitken, R. Kelly, Wilson, McLean
Footscray 1. 0 1. 3 1. 4 1. 6
Port Melbourne 1. 2 1. 5 2.11 3.11
(WO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Footscray: Williamson, Anderson, Barrass, Ward, Pender, Barr, Sadlier
Port Melbourne: Collings, Drew, J. Sharp, W. Sharp, Fraser, Muir, McKnight
Goals
Footscray: G. Thompson
Port Melbourne: Douglas 2, Fraser
North Melbourne 0. 3 3. 5 4. 6 5.11
Richmond 0. 1 0. 2 0. 4 0. 5
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Lording, Houston, Peters, Williams, Christian, Abrahams
Richmond: Thomson, Kilmartin, J. Stewart, Graham, O’Halloran
Goals
North Melbourne: Christian 3, Dobell, Williams
Short changed
The Richmond players were lucky to get onto the field for their match against North Melbourne after a 
valuable part of their uniform went missing. The players were unable ‘to find some of their ‘knickers’, judging 
by the commotion that was caused in the dressing room by the scarcity of that particular portion of wearing 
apparel’ The Sportsman, 16/7/1890.
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St Kilda 1. 1 3. 2 3. 2 3. 2
South Melbourne 1. 0 2. 1 4. 4 4. 5
(St K CG; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, W. Smith, Allard, Harper, McCoy, Ferguson, Hicks
South Melbourne: Dunne, Burns, O’Meara, Brown, Windley, Doran, Kerr
Goals
St Kilda: McPherson, McDonald, A. Smith
South Melbourne: Burns, Brown, Barrett, Middleton
Non-premiership matches 
Fitzroy & Geelong
July 19
Carlton 2. 1 4. 3 6. 5 6. 9
Fitzroy 1. 6 1. 8 3. 9 4.10
(MCG; Att: 15-17,000)
Best
Carlton: Bailey, Batters, Currie, Morehouse, Crapp, Coulson, Ross
Fitzroy: Banks (bog), Rapiport, Ewing, Buckley, McPherson, Cleary
Goals
Carlton: Ross 2, Morehouse, Salt, Watling, Williams
Fitzroy: Worrall, Banks, P. McShane, Grace
Footscray 0. 2 2. 3 5. 8 6.11
Richmond 1. 1 1. 4 1. 5 1. 5
(WO; Att: 1,500)
It pays to advertise
Nowadays we have giant digital screens selling us stuff, but at the Carlton v. Fitzroy game at the MCG an 
enterprising company hired a highland piper who strutted his stuff around the boundary line to advertise its 
whisky.
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Best
Footscray: Carter, Anderson, Williamson, Brown, Thompson
Richmond: Syle, Locke, Burwood, O’Halloran, Bassell, Kilmartin
Goals
Footscray: Carlton 3, Brown, G. Thompson, Carroll
Richmond: Griffiths
Geelong 1. 3 2. 5 3. 5 5. 8
St Kilda 0. 2 1. 3 3. 4 3. 5
(CO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Geelong: Jos. McShane (bog), Adams, Kearney, Moodie, Reid, Parkin 
St Kilda: Allard, W. Smith, A. Smith, Brooks, Harper, Harding, Taylor
Goals
Geelong: Davie, Ryan, Parkin, Keenan, Baker
St Kilda: Taylor 2, Harding
North Melbourne 0. 6 0. 7 2.11 5.15
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 3 1. 3 2. 5
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Abrahams, Bean, Todd, Christian, Houston, R. Gibson
Williamstown: Fribbs, Griffin, Gibbs, W. Warren, Kelly, Worroll, Dyson
Goals
North Melbourne: R. Gibson 2, Abrahams 2, Todd
Williamstown: Kelly, W. Warren
Sports medicine
In response to the latest dietary advice a journalist wrote an article called ‘Footballers and Their Diet’, and 
scoffed, ‘Can anything be more ridiculous than the idea of training a team of footballers on beef tea, pea soup 
or chicken broth?’ Geelong Advertiser, 21/7/1890.
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Port Melbourne 1. 0 2. 1 2. 2 2. 3
South Melbourne 0. 3 0. 3 4. 6 7.11
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Flaherty, Muir, J. Sharp, Collings, Mitchell, McKnight 
South Melbourne: Brown, O’Meara, Dunne, Kerr, Talbot, Windley, Purdy 
Goals
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Muir
South Melbourne: Brown 4, Graham, Burns, Purdy
Non-premiership matches 
Essendon & Melbourne
July 26
Geelong 0. 3 1.10 2.13 4.18
Richmond 1. 1 2. 2 3. 5 3. 6
(CO)
Best
Geelong: McShane, O’Farrell, Moodie, Adams, Baker, Robinson, J. Reid
Richmond: O’Halloran, Lewis, O’Loughlin, Shore, Dunn, Edwards, Syle
Goals
Geelong: O’Farrell 3, Moody
Richmond: Lewis, Deane, Graham
Melbourne 0. 2 0. 2 1. 2 2. 3
North Melbourne 1. 2 2. 6 2. 7 4.10
(MCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Carroll (bog), Griffiths, Sheehan, Aitken, Lynar, Healing 
North Melbourne: Lording, Alessio, Christian, Houston, R. Gibson, Robertson
Goals
Melbourne: Carroll, R. Kelly
North Melbourne: Bean 2, R. Gibson, Johnston
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Port Melbourne 0. 4 0. 6 1. 7 1. 8
Carlton 2. 3 4. 5 5. 6 7.13
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Collings, Fitzpatrick, W. Sharp, McKnight, Howes, Strachan
Carlton: Batters, Williams, Morehouse, Ross, McKechnie, Walton
Goals
Port Melbourne: Fraser
Carlton: Ross 3, McKenzie 2, White, Williams
South Melbourne 2. 4 5. 7 6.12 9.16
Williamstown 1. 2 1. 2 1. 3 1. 4
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Page, Purdy, O’Meara, Kerr, Burns, Doran, McKay, Graham
Williamstown: Warren, Worroll, Gibbs, Fribbs, Lyons, Brownfield
Goals
South Melbourne: Middleton 3, Barrett 2, Brown, Burns, McKay, Graham
Williamstown: McNamara
St Kilda 1. 2 2. 2 3. 8 5.10
Fitzroy 3. 1 3. 1 3. 3 3. 3
(St K CG; Att: 2,000)
Best
St Kilda: Allard, A. Smith, Ferguson, W. Smith, McDonald, Harper
Fitzroy: Banks, Cleary, Worrall, Hickey, Melling, Rapiport, Melling
Goals
St Kilda: Harper, Taylor, McDonald, A. Smith, W. Smith
Fitzroy: P. McShane 2, Rapiport
Non-premiership matches 
Essendon & Footscray
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Ladder at the end of July
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 10 9 1 0 57 18 38 42.00
Carlton 11 8 2 1 74 29 36 39.27
Essendon 10 7 2 1 55 28 32 38.40
North Melbourne 11 7 2 2 46 25 32 34.90
Geelong 10 5 1 4 26 47 22 26.40
Port Melbourne 12 5 2 5 39 49 24 24.00
Fitzroy 9 4 0 5 56 28 16 21.33
St Kilda 10 4 0 6 43 44 16 19.20
Melbourne 10 3 1 6 39 46 14 16.80
Footscray 12 2 1 9 26 44 10 9.99
Richmond 11 2 0 9 21 65 8 8.72
Williamstown 10 1 1 8 20 72 6 7.20
Leading Goal kickers
J. Grace (Fitz.) 19
W. Fraser (PM) 16
H. Caldwell (Ess.) 15
W. Smith (Melb.) 15
August 2
Carlton 1. 0 1. 2 1. 7 2. 7
South Melbourne 0. 6 2. 7 2.10 3.13
(MCG; Att: 32,595)
Best
Carlton: McKechnie (bog), Currie, White, Crapp, Lorraine, Batters
South Melbourne: Purdy, McMurray, Burns, McKay, Brown, O’Meara, Elms
Goals
Carlton: Currie, Salt 
South Melbourne: Brown, Graham, Burns
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Essendon 3. 6 3. 7 4.13 6.16 
Footscray 0. 0 1. 1 1. 2 1. 2
(EMCG; Att: 700)
Best
Essendon: Finlay, Forbes, Sykes, Wilmott, Dick, Rout, Desailly
Footscray: Considine, Harris, Pender, Carlton, Moloney, Barrass
Goals
Essendon: Finlay 2, Wilmott, Sykes, Parsons, Schutt
Footscray: Carlton
North Melbourne 1. 2 2. 8 2.11 4.12
Geelong 1. 1 1. 3 3. 9 4.11
(NMRR; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
North Melbourne: Lording (bog), Peters, Houston, O’Connor, A. Gibson, Todd
Geelong: Jos. McShane, Adams, Brunger, Kearney, Davie, O’Farrell
Goals
North Melbourne: Houston, Robertson, Peters, Henderson
Geelong: Landy, Davie, Ryan, O’Farrell
Port Melbourne 1. 3 3. 4 4. 5 4. 7
Melbourne 1. 8 2.10 5.12 7.14
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Flaherty, Fitzpatrick, Fraser, W. Sharp, McKnight, Muir
Melbourne: McLean, Carroll, Fry, McLeod, Massey, Williams, Kelly, Healing
Goals
Port Melbourne: Fraser 2, Clayton 2
Melbourne: Smith 2, Carroll, McLeod, Connelly, Toms, R. Kelly
The crowd gets “involved”
The mighty match between Carlton and South Melbourne generated considerable excitement. Indeed, so 
much that ‘Several blows were struck by the barrackers at the players when they came within reach, and in 
some cases these were cordially returned’ Sporting Standard, 5/8/1890.
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Richmond 0. 2 0. 5 0. 8 1.14
St Kilda 2. 1 2. 2 2. 4 2. 8
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Deane, Read, Blakeley, Thomson, Kilmartin, Locke, Burwood
St Kilda: Ferguson, W. Smith, Brooks, McDonald, Harper, Allard
Goals
Richmond: Syle
St Kilda: McDonald, Harding
Williamstown 1. 1 2. 2 4. 2 5. 2
Fitzroy 0. 1 1. 7 2.12 4.13*
(WCG)
*Worrall’s goal was at first disallowed by the VFA, but was later counted.
Best
Williamstown: Fribbs, Worroll, Gibbs, Fribbs, Griffin, Goode, Brown, Dyson
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Worrall, Salton, Cleary, P. McShane, King, Banks
Goals
Williamstown: Griffin, Fribbs, Kelly, Lyons, Brownfield
Fitzroy: Grace 2, Worrall, Rapiport
August 9
Footscray 1. 1 1. 3 1. 3 2. 5
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 4 0. 5 0. 5
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Carlton, Carroll, Moloney, Pender, Carter, Considine, Dick
Williamstown: Goode, Worroll, Nettleton, E. Warren, Griffin, Fribbs, Gibbs
Goals
Footscray: Carlton, Carroll
Melbourne 1. 0 1. 2 1. 3 2. 5
Geelong 0. 2 0. 4 1. 8 1. 8
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
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Best
Melbourne: Wilson (bog), Carroll, Griffiths, Fox, Smith, Kelly, Sheehan
Geelong: Parkin, Timms, Conway, Davie, O’Farrell, Murray, McShane
Goals
Melbourne: R. Kelly, Carroll
Geelong: Clarke
North Melbourne 0. 2 0. 6 2. 7 2. 7
South Melbourne 2. 2 2. 6 2. 6 3.10
(NMRR; Att: 8,500)
Best
North Melbourne: Todd, McInerney, Lording, G. Bean, Thompson, Smith
South Melbourne: Powell, Burns, McKay, Dunne, Kerr, Purdy, Graham
Goals
North Melbourne: Robertson, G. Bean
South Melbourne: Graham 2, Barrett
Port Melbourne 2. 3 3. 4 3. 6 3. 7
Fitzroy 0. 5 1. 7 3.10 4.13
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Muir, McLaverty, W. Sharp, J. Sharp, Kerrigan
Fitzroy: Worrall, King, Rapiport, Cleary, Leckie, Wiseman, Leydin
Goals
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McLaverty, Muir
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Grace, P. McShane
Richmond 0. 3 1. 4 1. 7 2. 8
Essendon 3. 2 3. 4 5.10 5.12 
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Burwood, Locke, Graham, Davis, Deane, Kilmartin, J. Stewart 
Essendon: Angwin, Finlay, Rout, Schutt, Ball, Hall, Forbes, Desailly
Goals
Richmond: Lewis, Deane
Essendon: Finlay 2, Hall, Parsons, Schutt
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Non-premiership matches 
Carlton & St Kilda
August 16
Carlton 2. 3 3. 8 4.14 5.18
North Melbourne 0. 4 0. 4 1. 5 1. 6
(MCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Carlton: Currie, Strickland, Morehouse, McKechnie, Keane, Lorraine 
North Melbourne: Christian, Houston, Rushford, R. Gibson, Alessio, Abrahams
Goals
Carlton: Salt, Batters, Williams, Currie, Sutton
North Melbourne: O’Connor
Fitzroy 4. 4 5. 6 6. 8 8.12
Melbourne 0. 0 2. 2 2. 2 2. 5
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Salton, Rapiport, Cleary, Grace, McInerney, Banks 
Melbourne: Carroll, Toms, Orwin, Sheehan, Aitken, Griffiths, McLean
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 3, Cleary 2, Grace, Salton, Wiseman
Melbourne: Smith 2
Geelong 1. 2 4. 4 6. 5 8. 6
Port Melbourne 2. 1 2. 1 2. 3 4. 5
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Conway, Baker, Kearney, O’Farrell, Brunger, J. Reid, Parkin
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, Fraser, McKnight, McLaverty, Johnston 
Goals
Geelong: O’Farrell 4, Baker 2, Davie, Ryan
Port Melbourne: Flaherty, Fraser, W. Johnston, Fitzpatrick
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South Melbourne 1. 2 3.11 5.13 7.18
Essendon 0. 0 1. 0 1. 1 1. 2 
(SMCG; Att: 15-20,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Graham, O’Meara, McMurray, Burns, Purdy, Page, Dunne 
Essendon: Desailly (bog), Hall, Forbes, Dick, Angwin, Stubbs, Wilmott
Goals
South Melbourne: McMurray 2, Barrett 2, Brown, Kerr, Powell
Essendon: Wilmott
St Kilda 1. 1 2. 4 2. 6 3. 9
Footscray 1. 0 2. 0 2. 0 2. 0
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Bennett, A. Smith, W. Smith, McDonald, Hicks, Wilson 
Footscray: Williamson, Coward, Considine, Carlton, Barrass, Sadlier
Goals
St Kilda: Wilson, Allard, McDonald
Footscray: Barrass, Cairns
Williamstown 2. 2 2. 3 2. 4 4. 6
Richmond 0. 3 2. 4 4. 4 5. 5
(WCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Williamstown: Worroll (bog), Nettleton, Griffin, Gibbs, W.F. Jones, E. Warren
Richmond: Shore, Graham, O’Halloran, Dunne, Deane, Clarke, J. Stewart 
Goals
Williamstown: Griffin 2, Worroll, Oldham
Richmond: Clarke, Deane, Elder, Graham, Locke
August 23 
Essendon 1. 1 1. 7 1. 7 2. 7 
Carlton 0. 7 0. 7 3.13 3.14
(EMCG; Att: 10-14,000)
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Best
Essendon: Sykes, Rout, Fleming, Hall, Wilmott, Furnell, Forbes, Mouritz 
Carlton: Morehouse, Keane, McKechnie, Strickland, Currie, Lorraine
Goals
Essendon: Sykes, Chadwick
Carlton: Ross 2, Roberts
Footscray 1. 6 1. 6 5.12 5.12
Melbourne 0. 0 4. 4 5. 4 7.10
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Kendall, Pender, Carter, Ward, Considine, Williamson
Melbourne: McLean (bog), Toms, Smith, Carroll, Wilson, Kelly, Fry 
Goals
Footscray: W. Anderson, Coward, Pender, Hood, Kendall
Melbourne: Smith 2, Kelly 2, McLean, Carroll, Wilson
Geelong 1. 2 4.11 6.11 9.16
North Melbourne 4. 2 5. 2 7. 3 7. 3
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Jos. McShane (bog), Kearney, Moodie, Conway, Parkin, J. Reid
North Melbourne: Todd, Houston, Peters, Thompson, Lording, Bingham, Bean 
Bad blood at Footscray
The Footscray crowd was far from happy with umpire Carlos in the match against Melbourne, and behaved 
in such a threatening manner that he was in genuine fear for his life. A correspondent was in no doubt as to 
who was to blame, and suggested, ‘Unless the local authorities bestir themselves, and keep the objectionable 
element out of the reserve, it is possible that umpires will grow chary of visiting the rock country’ (Australasian, 
30/8/1890). Because of the crowd’s behaviour Melbourne claimed it would not travel to Footscray again. A 
letter war then ensued in which both parties blamed each other for creating the problems. One letter writer 
claimed that Footscray supporters did not deserve their bad reputation, and what was more, an ex-Melbourne 
player and member was seen to be staggering drunk at the ground.
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Goals
Geelong: Moodie 2, O’Farrell 2, J. Reid, Parkin, Timms, Jos. McShane, Davie
North Melbourne: Dobell 2, G. Bean, Todd, Robertson, Peters, Abrahams
Port Melbourne 1. 3 3. 5 3. 7 4.10
Williamstown 0. 1 1. 1 2. 1 3. 3
(PMCG)
Best
Port Melbourne: Muir, Hanneysee, W. Sharp, Flaherty, Fraser, Drew
Williamstown: Worroll, W.F. Jones, Brownfield, C. Jones, Fribbs, Oldham
Goals
Port Melbourne: Maxwell 2, Fraser, Hanneysee
Williamstown: Oldham, C. Jones, E. Warren
Richmond 1. 0 1. 4 4. 6 4. 6
Fitzroy 1. 3 6. 5 9. 6 13.11
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Locke, Clarke, Burwood, Shore, Syle, Deane, Davis, Elder
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Banks, Buckley, Salton, Grace, Morrison
Goals
Richmond: Deane, Elder, Griffiths, Lewis
Fitzroy: Worrall 5, Grace 5, McShane 2, Salton
South Melbourne 0. 0 2. 4 3. 8 6.13
St Kilda 0. 2 0. 2 2. 4 2. 5
(SMCG)
Into the spirit of things
Football supporters made their presence felt in the game between Richmond and Fitzroy. It was noted: ‘The 
barrackers were in full force on the ground, and vehemently cheered, jeered, hooted, and interjected as the 
occasion arose’ Sporting Standard, 26/8/1890.
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Best
South Melbourne: Graham (bog), McMurray, Page, McKay, Purdy, O’Meara
St Kilda: A. Smith, W. Smith, Rusden, Brooks, Allard, Simpson 
Goals
South Melbourne: Page 2, McKay, Glenn, Brown, Young
St Kilda: Wimpole, Taylor
August 30
Fitzroy 1. 0 2. 2 2. 3 4. 6
Geelong 0. 2 0. 2 2. 7 2. 7
(FCG; Att: 9-12,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Banks, Leydin, Melling, Cleary, Hickey 
Geelong: Conway, Baker, Timms, Murray, J. McShane, J. Reid, Parkin
Goals
Fitzroy: Grace, Worrall, Salton, McInerney
Geelong: Clarke, Ryan
Richmond 0. 7 2. 9 3.13 4.13
Melbourne 1. 0 2. 4 3. 7 4.11
(RCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Richmond: Elder, Locke, Clarke, Lewis, Kilmartin, Burwood, Deane, Syle
Melbourne: Fox, Hallett, Carroll, Smith, Massey, Toms, Healing, Sheehan
Goals
Richmond: Elder 2, Lewis, Clarke
Melbourne: Smith 2, Carroll, McKean
South Melbourne 0. 4 1.11 2.12 4.17
Port Melbourne 1. 3 1. 3 2. 6 2. 7
(SMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: O’Meara, Purdy, Graham, Page, Burns, Elms, Dunne, McKay
Port Melbourne: Hanneysee, McKnight, Johnston, McLaverty, Collings
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Goals
South Melbourne: Barrett, McKay, Brown, Burns
Port Melbourne: Fitzpatrick, Ward
St Kilda 2. 2 3. 4 6. 5 6. 5
Essendon 1. 2 4. 7 5.10 6.15 
(St K CG; Att: 4,000)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith (bog), Speary, McCoy, Rusden, Allard, Simpson
Essendon: Forbes, Fleming, Angwin, Rout, Ball, Zercho, Desailly, Julien
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald 2, Taylor, Brooks, Speary, Harding
Essendon: Zercho 2, Julien, Rout, Ball, Forbes
Williamstown 2. 1 3. 1 3. 2 3. 2
Carlton 0. 5 0. 8 3. 9 5.11
(WCG)
Best
Williamstown: Fribbs, Oldham, Brownfield, Gibbs, W.F. Jones, E. Warren
Carlton: Currie, Morehouse, Strickland, Salt, Lorraine, Ross
Goals
Williamstown: Brownfield, W.F. Jones, E. Warren
Carlton: Morehouse, Gooddy, Ross, Roberts, Strong
Non-premiership matches 
Footscray & North Melbourne
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Ladder at the end of August
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 15 14 1 0 80 27 58 65.73
Carlton 15 11 2 2 89 38 48 54.40
Essendon 15 9 3 3 75 47 42 47.60
Fitzroy 14 8 0 6 89 44 32 38.85
North Melbourne 15 7 3 5 60 46 34 38.53
Geelong 15 7 2 6 50 68 32 36.26
Melbourne 15 6 2 7 61 68 28 31.73
St Kilda 14 6 1 7 56 59 26 31.57
Port Melbourne 17 6 2 9 56 75 28 27.99
Footscray 15 3 1 11 36 60 14 15.86
Richmond 16 3 1 12 37 93 14 14.87
Williamstown 15 2 1 12 35 92 10 11.33
Leading Goal kickers
J. Grace (Fitz.) 29
W. Smith (Melb.) 23
J. Worrall (Fitz.) 22
W. Fraser (PM) 20
E. Barrett (SM) 18
F. McDonald (St K) 18
September 6
Fitzroy 3. 3 4. 3 6. 4 6. 7
Port Melbourne 1. 1 2. 2 2. 4 3. 4
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Grace, Cleary, McPherson, Rapiport, Melling, Banks
Port Melbourne: McKnight, Flaherty, Hanneysee, Muir, J. Sharp, Collings
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Goals
Fitzroy: Grace 3, Worrall 2, King
Port Melbourne: Ryan, Fraser, McKnight
Geelong 2. 6 2. 6 3. 8 3. 9
Essendon 1. 1 2. 7 4. 7 9. 9 
(CO; Att: 4,000)
Best
Geelong: McShane, Parkin, Baker, Murray, Davie, Hickinbotham 
Essendon: Sykes (bog), Forbes, Ball, Mouritz, Schutt, Rout, Finlay
Goals
Geelong: Davie, Parkin, J. Reid
Essendon: Schutt 3, Finlay 2, Hall 2, Julien, Threlfall
South Melbourne 1. 1 1. 1 1. 3 3. 4
Carlton 2. 6 3.11 4.16 5.19
(SMCG; Att: 15-20,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Purdy, Spence, Graham, Page, Talbot, O’Meara, Elms
Carlton: Batters, Currie, McKechnie, McKenzie, Strickland, Keane
Goals
South Melbourne: O’Meara, Barrett, Graham
Carlton: Williams 2, Currie, Roberts, McKenzie
St Kilda 2. 1 2. 5 2. 7 3.11
North Melbourne 0. 3 1. 6 3. 7 3.11
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Wimpole, McCoy, Speary, McDonald, Bennett
North Melbourne: E. Bean, G. Bean, Bingham, Robertson, Alessio, Lording
Goals
St Kilda: Taylor, Speary, McDonald
North Melbourne: Robertson, Dobell, Bingham
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Williamstown 1. 3 4. 5 4. 8 4.13
Melbourne 2. 3 2. 3 4. 4 4. 7
(WCG; Att: 200-2,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.F. Jones (bog), Gibbs, Kelly, Dyson, Fribbs, Brownfield
Melbourne: Wilson, Carroll, McLean, Massey, McLeod, Jarrett, Fox
Goals
Williamstown: W.F. Jones 2, Oldham, Kelly
Melbourne: Smith, Carroll, Jarrett, McLean
Non-premiership matches 
Footscray & Richmond
September 13
Fitzroy 1. 0 2. 7 3.10 4.14
Essendon 1. 0 2. 2 2. 3 2. 3 
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Grace, Worrall, Leydin, Cleary, Banks, King, McInerney
Essendon: Dick, Chadwick, Forbes, Desailly, Hall, Wilmott, Fleming
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2, Rapiport, Salton
Essendon: Mouritz 2
Footscray 4. 9 4. 9 4.13 6.15
Richmond 0. 1 2. 3 3. 5 3. 7
(WO)
Best
Footscray: Carlton, Barrass, Carroll, Williamson, Sutherland, Ward
Richmond: Syle, Elder, Deane, Stewart, Davis, Read
Goals
Footscray: Carlton 3, Barrass, Williamson, Carroll
Richmond: Elder 2, Syle
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Melbourne 1. 0 1. 0 1. 0 1. 5
Carlton 3. 3 6. 9 10.15 13.21
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Fox, McKinnon, Hallett, Kelly, Fry, Toms, Carroll, Griffiths
Carlton: Strickland, Bailey, Morehouse, Roberts, Keane, Williams
Goals
Melbourne: McKinnon
Carlton:  Williams 4, Hutchinson 2, Currie, McKenzie, Ross, McKechnie, 
  Morehouse, Keane, Salt
North Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3 4. 4 6. 5
Port Melbourne 2. 1 4. 2 5. 4 5. 6
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: Peters (bog), Bean, Rushford, O’Connor, Robertson, Houston
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Ryan, McKnight, Sharp, Johnston, Flaherty, Maxwell
Goals
North Melbourne: G. Bean, Rushford, Robertson, O’Connor, Gardiner, Houston
Port Melbourne: Fraser 3, Freame 2
South Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3 2. 5 4. 9
Geelong 1. 0 2. 0 2. 1 2. 1
(SMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Purdy (bog), McKay, Page, Spence, McKay, Burns, Graham
Geelong: Conway, Adams, Kearney, Baker, McShane, Hickinbotham 
Airships
During the game between South Melbourne and Geelong Jim Reid’s kick ‘caused a brief delay in the game 
through the ball dropping on a spiked fence and one of the spikes perforating the air machine’ Geelong 
Advertiser, 15/9/1890.
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Goals
South Melbourne: Graham, Barrett, Purdy, O’Meara
Geelong: Clarke, O’Farrell
St Kilda 1. 0 5. 3 6. 5 8. 7
Williamstown 1. 1 2. 1 2. 1 2. 5
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: McDonald, Allard, Hicks, Harper, Harding, Brooks, Rusden
Williamstown: Worroll, Fribbs, Lyons, Kenny, W.F. Jones, Brownfield
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald 5, Harding, Allard, Harper
Williamstown: W.F. Jones, Kenny
September 20
Fitzroy 0. 2 1. 3 3. 4 5. 6
South Melbourne 0. 4 1. 9 2.15 2.18
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Banks (bog), Rapiport, Worrall, McPherson, Hickey, Banks 
South Melbourne: Graham, McKay, Burns, Purdy, Dunne, Powell, Elms, Page
Goals
Fitzroy: Grace 3, Worrall, McInerney
South Melbourne: Brown, Waugh
Geelong 2. 0 4. 1 6. 1 8. 1
Carlton 2. 1 3. 2 5. 7 7.10
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Jos. McShane (bog), Baker, Adams, O’Farrell, Reid, Parkin 
Carlton: Bailey, Batters, Currie, Lorraine, McKechnie, McKenzie
Goals
Geelong: Jos. McShane 2, O’Farrell 2, Ryan, Baker, Davie, Jas. McShane
Carlton: Ross 2, Williams 2, Batters, Currie, Carsons
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Melbourne 2. 5 2. 6 2. 7 2. 7
Essendon 1. 5 1.10 1.13 2.20 
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken (bog), Sheehan, Fox, Healing, Toms, Carroll, McLean
Essendon: Forbes, Sykes, Mouritz, Rout, Fleming, Wilmott, Dick
Goals
Melbourne: McKinnon, Carroll
Essendon: Parsons, Hall
St Kilda 2. 3 3. 4 4. 7 5.10
Port Melbourne 1. 5 2. 9 5.12 5.12
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: Allard, Brooks, Lockett, Smith, Rusden, Harper, McDonald
Port Melbourne: Maxwell, McKnight, Fraser, Sharp, Flaherty, Collings
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald 4, Allard
Port Melbourne: Fraser, Flaherty, McKnight, Begg, W.M. Johnston
Williamstown 0. 2 0. 5 2. 9 2.11
North Melbourne 1. 0 1. 1 1. 6 3. 8
(WCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
Williamstown: Oldham, Fribbs, E. Warren, W.F. Jones, Gibbs, Worroll, Dyson
North Melbourne: Henderson (bog), R. Gibson, G. Bean, W. Johnston, Robertson
Goals
Williamstown: Worroll, Oldham
North Melbourne: R. Gibson 2, G. Bean
Non-premiership matches 
Footscray and Richmond
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September 27
Fitzroy 1. 2 2. 4 6. 4 8. 6
Carlton 0. 4 0. 6 0. 7 0.10
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Grace, Hickey, Leckie, Rapiport, McInerney 
Carlton: Morehouse, Coulson, Roberts, Lorraine, Strickland, Bailey
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 3, Grace 2, McShane, Salton, Cleary
Footscray 1. 3 1. 4 3. 8 3. 8
Geelong 0. 0 3. 2 3. 3 5. 5
(WO)
Best
Footscray: H. Dick (bog), Carroll, W. Dick, Carter, Pender, Hood
Geelong: Landy, Conway, Clarke, O’Farrell, Moodie, Reid, Jos. McShane
Goals
Footscray: Carlton 2, Nicholls
Geelong: O’Farrell 2, Baker, Clarke, R. Reid
North Melbourne 1. 4 2. 7 2. 7 3.10
Essendon 2. 1 3. 1 4. 5 4. 6 
(NMRR)
Best
North Melbourne: R. Gibson, Todd, Thompson, Alessio, Robertson, Christian
Essendon: Forbes, Mouritz, Julien, Carter, Ball, Furnell, Threlfall
Goals
North Melbourne: R. Gibson 2, Alessio
Essendon: Threlfall 2, Hall, Finlay
South Melbourne 3. 3 6.10 8.10 14.14
Richmond 0. 1 0. 2 1. 8 3. 9
(FSG)
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Best
South Melbourne: McKay, McMurray, Dunne, Talbot, Burns
Richmond: Syle, Smith, Griffiths, Deane, Elder
Goals
South Melbourne: McKay 4, Burns 2, McGowan 2, McMurray 2, O’Meara, Barrett, Graham, Kerr
Richmond: G. Dunne, Coles, Hill
St Kilda 1. 1 1. 5 1. 6 2. 9
Melbourne 0. 2 0. 3 1. 5 1. 7
(St K CG)
Best
St Kilda: A. Smith, Harper, Wilson, W. Smith, Brooks, Wimpole
Melbourne: Fox, McLean, Hallett, Sheehan, Fry, Healing
Goals
St Kilda: McDonald, Taylor
Melbourne: Wilson
Non-premiership matches 
Footscray & Port Melbourne 
Premiership celebrations
South’s players travelled to the Friendly Societies Ground for their game against Richmond ‘in three four-in-
hand drags, decorated with the club colours, and, after the match, made a triumphal procession through town 
in them, attended by a large body of enthusiastic supporters’ The Argus, 29/9/1890.
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1890 — Season Review
SENIOR PREMIERSHIP
 p w d l f a pts ratio
South Melbourne 19 16 1 2 103 42 66 69.47
Carlton 19 13 2 4 114 58 56 58.94
Fitzroy 18 12 0 6 112 51 48 53.33
Essendon 19 10 5 4 92 59 50 52.63
North Melbourne 19 9 4 6 75 60 44 46.31
St Kilda 18 8 3 7 74 70 38 42.22
Geelong 19 9 2 8 68 91 40 42.10
Melbourne 19 6 4 9 69 89 32 33.68
Port Melbourne 20 6 3 11 69 91 30 30.00
Footscray 18 4 1 13 45 75 18 20.00
Richmond 18 3 1 14 43 113 14 15.55
Williamstown 18 2 2 14 43 106 12 13.33
CHAMPION OF THE COLONY*
*According to The Leader: a weekly journal of news, politics, literature, and art and the Australasian.
J. Worrall (Fitz.)
1890 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS
J. Grace (Fitz.) 37
J. Worrall (Fitz.) 30
F. McDonald (St K) 29 
W. Fraser (PM) 25
W. Smith (Melb.) 24
E. Barrett (SM) 21
V. O’Farrell (Geel.) 20
P. Williams (Carl.) 20
P. McShane (Fitz/Carl.) 17
J. Ross (Carl.) 16
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Victorian Junior Football Association
 p w d l f a pts ave. 
North Park 21 20 0 1 92 29 80 3.800
Marylebone 19 17 1 1 82 21 70 3.684
Albion United 19 17 0 2 87 40 68 3.578
Napier Imperial 21 18 1 2 108 35 74 3.561
Britannia 20 14 4 2 53 24 64 3.200
East Richmond 19 13 1 5 67 34 54 2.812
Preston 18 11 3 4 41 37 50 2.777
Camberwell 21 14 1 6 74 40 58 2.761
Essendon District 19 11 4 4 46 39 52 2.731
South St Kilda 19 12 1 6 64 40 50 2.641
Parkside 20 10 1 9 61 49 42 2.190
South Brunswick 19 8 3 8 53 41 38 2.000
Union Jack 21 9 3 9 54 69 42 2.000
St Kilda Esplanade 19 8 2 9 31 34 36 1.894
Star of Brunswick 18 7 3 8 31 54 34 1.888
Clifton 19 6 5 8 41 56 34 1.789
Brighton 19 6 3 10 32 74 30 1.578
South Melb. Juniors  18 5 1 9 28 39 28 1.555
Marlton 20 7 1 12 50 54 30 1.500
North Fitzroy 19 6 1 12 31 40 26 1.363
Brunswick 21 8 3 10 53 54 38 1.333
Fernside 19 4 2 13 23 46 20 1.052
Kew 19 3 4 12 28 74 20 1.052
Moonee Ponds 20 5 0 15 22 84 20 0.800
St Kilda Grosvenor 21 1 2 18 26 58 8 0.380
Coburg 21 1 2 18  26 66 8 0.380
Ascot Vale 20 0 1 19  12 55 2 0.100
South Park 16 6 2 8  34 38 28 ____ 
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BALLARAT PREMIERSHIP
Premiers: Ballarat FC
Fitzroy: Tasmanian Tour
24/5: South Tasmania 4.9 v. Fitzroy 4.4
26/5: South Tasmania 5.9 v. Fitzroy 3.5
31/5: North Tasmania 3.3 v. Fitzroy 7.7
Carlton: Exhibition Matches in Sydney
21/6: Carlton 9.14 v. South Tasmania 2.8
24/6: NSW 2.5 v. Carlton 13.11
South Melbourne: Tour of Queensland & NSW
21/6: Brisbane 2.3 v. South Melbourne 13.12
23/6: Ipswich 5.5 v. South Melbourne 10.17
24/6: Combined QLD (23) 1.0 v. South Melbourne 6.17
Geelong: Tour of Adelaide
5/7: South Adelaide 5.9 v. Geelong 5.14
8/7: Adelaide/Medindie 0.0 v. Geelong 11.19
10/7: Adelaide (comb.) 5.6 v. Geelong 6.10
12/7: Port Adelaide/Norwood 2.4 v. Geelong 1.5
14/7: Adelaide (comb.) 5.7 v. Geelong 1.4
Essendon: Tasmanian Tour
19/7: North Tasmania 2.3 v. Essendon 8.14
22/7: South Tasmania 2.4 v. Essendon 2.9
26/7: South Tasmania 3.10 v. Essendon 3.9
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Newspapers
Victorian Dailies
The Age
The Argus
The Daily Telegraph
Port Phillip Herald (The Herald)
Weeklies
Australasian
Illustrated Melbourne Post
The Leader
Melbourne Weekly Age
The Weekly Times
Yeoman & Australian Acclimatiser
Sporting newspapers
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Bell’s Life in Victoria and Sporting Chronicle
Sporting Echo
The Sporting Globe
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The Sportsman
Victorian Cricketer’s Guide (annual)
The Winner
Local newspapers
Collingwood Observer
Independent (Footscray)
North Melbourne Advertiser
Port Melbourne Standard
Prahran Telegraph
Richmond Guardian
South Melbourne Record
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Williamstown Advertiser
Williamstown Chronicle
Geelong and regional newspapers
Ballarat Advertiser
Ballarat Courier
Ballarat Star
Bendigo Advertiser
Evening Post (Ballarat)
Geelong Advertiser
Geelong Chronicle
Geelong Evening News
Geelong Register
Geelong Times 
Gippsland Mercury
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Kyneton Observer
Maryborough Advertiser
News of the Week (Geelong)
South Australia
Adelaide (South Australian) Advertiser
The (Adelaide) News
Adelaide Observer
South Australian Register
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New South Wales
Maitland Mercury
Sydney Morning Herald
Tasmania
Tasmanian Mercury
Books & Articles
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Laws of the Australasian 
Game of Football (1886) 
Key to the early alterations to football’s rules.1 
Italics indicates text in the code has been substantially altered. It therefore indicates a rule change. 
Italics also indicates: 
1. Rules (or phrases within rules) that have been incorporated into another law, or if their 
location has changed, such as when much of the content and scope in Rules 7 and 8 
swapped positions in the 1874 code. It is a change in the laws’ locations but they are not 
new rules; and
2. A change in terminology but not a rule, such as when “scrimmage’ is used instead of 
“scrummage” in Rule 3 of 1872 as published in Origins of Australian Football: Volume 1, p. 
469.
Agreed to at the Intercolonial Football Conference, Melbourne, November 3, 1886.2
1. The distance between the goals should not be more than 200 yards, nor less than 150 yards, and the width 
of playing space not more than 150 yards, nor less than 100 yards, to be measured equally on each side 
of a line drawn through the centre of the goals. The goal posts shall be seven yards apart, of not less than 
twenty feet in height. The ball to be used shall be the No. 2 size Rugby (26 inches in circumference).
2. Two posts, to be called the “kick-off posts”, shall be erected at a distance of ten yards on each side of the 
goal-posts, in a straight line with them; the intervening line between such kick-off posts shall constitute 
the “goal line”.
3. Matches shall be played with not more than twenty a side, unless where handicaps are conceded. Any 
club found playing more than the number arranged for shall have all goals kicked prior to the detection 
of same annulled, and the offending Club shall be fined in a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds if detected on 
the ground.
4. The captains of each side shall toss for choice of goal. The side losing the toss or goal has the kick-off from 
the centre point between the goals. When one-fourth, one-half, and three-fourths of the time arranged 
1 Thanks to Trevor Ruddell for preparing the following information.
2 As reproduced in the ABC Football Guide, 1887, Melbourne: Gotch & Gotch, pp. 67, 69-71.
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for play have expired, the players shall change ends, and the ball be bounced by the field umpire in the 
centre of the ground. At half-time the players shall leave the ground for not more than ten minutes. Each 
Club shall appoint a time-keeper, whose duty it shall be to ring a bell at the times indicated above. At the 
first sound of the bell, the ball shall be dead.
5. The game shall be won by the side kicking the greatest number of goals.
6. All matches shall be commenced and played out to the time arranged, and shall not be stopped, except 
by the consent of both captains: but in the event of the Captains disagreeing, the Field Umpire shall be 
constituted sole referee, and the side disputing his decision shall lose the match.
(a)  No arranged match shall be cancelled except by the written consent of   the two Secretaries, and a 
majority of the Permit Committee or of the Local Association
(b)  All matches played in June and July to be played fifty minutes each half, and in May, August, and 
September to be played sixty minutes each half.
7. A goal must be kicked by one of the side playing for goal kicking the ball between the posts without 
touching either of them (flags excepted), or any player, after being kicked.  Should any of the spectators 
standing between or immediately in front of the goal posts, interfere with or stop the progress of the ball 
going through, a goal shall be scored, unless the Goal Umpire is of the opinion one of the players whose 
goal is attacked would have touched it, or that it would not have gone between the goal posts if not 
interfered with or stopped. 
8. The Goal Umpires shall be sole judges of goals, and of cases of the ball going behind goals, and their 
decision shall be final, but in cases of doubt may appeal to the Field Umpire. The Field Umpire shall 
decide in all other matters during the progress of the game, and may appeal to a Goal Umpire.
(a)  Goals and behinds shall be indicated by flags.
9. In case the ball is kicked behind the goal line by one of the opposite side (except when a goal is kicked 
off from the centre of the ground), any one of the side behind whose goal it is kicked may bring it ten 
yards in front of any portion of the space within the goal line (to be indicated by a white mark ten yards 
in front), and shall kick it towards the opposite goal. 
10. If the ball strike any of the goal or kick-off posts it shall be counted as behind goal.
11. In the event of a player kicking or forcing the ball wilfully behind his own goal line, it shall be thrown in 
by the Field Umpire at right angles from the point where it crossed the said goal line.
12. Any player catching the ball directly from the foot of another player two yards away may call “mark.” He 
then has a “kick” from any spot behind, and in a line with his mark and the centre of his opponents’ goal 
posts, even if he have to go out of bounds or behind his goal, no player being allowed to come inside 
the spot marked, or within five yards in any other direction. 
13. The ball may be taken in hand at any time, but not carried further than is necessary for a kick, unless the 
player strikes it against the ground at least once in every seven yards.  In the event of a player with the 
ball in hand trying to pass an adversary, and being held by him, he must at once drop the ball. 
14. Tripping, Hacking, Rabbiting, Slinging, unfairly interfering with a player after he has made a mark, or 
catching hold of a player below the knee, are prohibited; pushing with hands or body is allowed only 
when a player is running within five or six yards of the ball. Pushing from behind shall not be allowed 
under any circumstances. Holding a player is allowed only while such player has the ball in hand, except 
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in cases provided in rules 9, 12 and 13.
 N.B. — Any player infringing this rule shall be reported to the Association by the Field Umpire, and dealt 
with as the Association may think fit.
15. When the ball goes out of bounds it shall be brought back to the spot where it crossed the boundary line, 
and thrown in by the Field Umpire at right angles with that line, but shall not be playable until it touch 
the ground within bounds.
16. If any player wilfully touch the ball before it reaches the ground when thrown in from out of bounds, the 
Umpire shall give a mark to the opposite side from the spot where the ball was so willfully touched.
17. If any player willfully kick the ball clear out of bounds when kicking off after the ball has gone behind, 
the Umpire shall give a mark to the opposite side from the spot where the ball went out of bounds.
18. The ball while in play shall under no circumstances be thrown or handed to a player.
19. The Field Umpire on being appealed to, may either award a “mark”, call “play on”, or stop the play and 
bounce the ball, stop all attempts at scrimmages, enforce strictly the running, pushing, and holding clauses 
of Rules 13 and 14, and in every case his decision shall be final, and the Club disputing same shall lose 
the match. In the event of an Umpire refusing to decide upon the matter in dispute, Clubs may appeal to 
the local Association, whose decision shall be final. 
20. No one wearing projecting nails, or iron plates, on any part of his boots or shoes shall be allowed to play 
in a match. 
21. In case of infringement of any of the above rules, any player of the opposite side shall be awarded a 
“mark” from the place where the breach of the rule was made, the player nearest the place of infringement 
being the only one entitled to the kick. 
22. No player of a Senior or Junior Associated Club shall play with more than one Senior or Junior Associated 
Club during one season, except he has permanently changed his residence from colony to colony, town to 
country, or visa versa, and has first obtained the permission of the local Association; but in the event of a 
player not having played with his Club for two consecutive Saturdays immediately prior to his application 
for a permit, he shall be allowed, with the consent of the Committee of his Club, and the approval of the 
Association, to join one other Senior or Junior Associated Club during the season. Should the Committee 
of his Club withhold its consent, the Association shall have power to grant a permit without such consent. 
No permits shall be granted after the 1st day of July. 
23. Any Senior or Junior Associated Club playing a player of another Senior or Junior Associated Club shall 
lose the match in which it plays such player, and shall, in addition, for the first offence be fined Five 
Pounds, for the second Ten Pounds, and for the third shall be disqualified from playing any of the 
Associated Clubs during the remainder of the season.
(a)  Any player obtaining a permit illegally, or playing in any way contrary to Rule 22, shall be dealt 
with as the local Association may think fit.
24. In the event of a Senior or Junior Associated Club disbanding, its members may be at liberty to play with 
any other Senior or Junior Associated Club, with the consent of the local Association, but no Club shall be 
considered to have disbanded unless notice of such disbandment shall be in the hands of the Secretary of 
the Association on or before the 1st day of July.
25. Any player receiving payment, directly or indirectly, for his services as a footballer, shall be disqualified for 
any period the Association may think fit; and any Club paying a player, either directly or indirectly, for his 
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services as a footballer, shall be fined Ten Pounds, and in addition, lose the match, and be disqualified for 
the remainder of the season.
(a)  Caretakers of cricket or football grounds, having received permission form the Permit Committee or 
local Association shall be allowed to play.
26. None of the above laws shall be altered or rescinded, nor shall any rule be repealed, altered, amended, 
or adopted without concurrence of an absolute majority of Intercolonial Delegates at a meeting specially 
called for that purpose, or a majority of the Associations (in writing) represented on the 1886 conference.
Definitions:
1. A KICK (for goal) must be made direct from a player’s foot or below the knee. 
2. A DROP KICK or DROP is made by letting the ball drop from the hands on to the ground, and kicking it 
the very instant it rises.
3. A PLACE KICK or PLACE is kicking the ball after it has been placed on the ground.
4. A PUNT consists in letting the ball fall from the hands, and kicking it before it touches the ground.
5. RABBITTING is one player stooping down so as to cause another to fall by placing his body below the 
other’s hips.
6. SLINGING is the act of catching a player by or round the neck, and throwing or attempting to throw him 
to the ground.
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